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ADVENT EVENSONG
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019

Evening Worship | 6 p.m.

Proclaiming Christ  |  Delighting in His Grace  |  Sharing in His Mission

WELCOME

PRELUDE  “Fantasia on Greensleeves” Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 Advent Orchestra; Michael Butler, director; Wyeth Duncan, organ   

INTROIT “Festival First Nowell” arr. Dan Forrest

 Choir The first Nowell, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
  In fields where they lay keeping their sheep on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

  Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel.

  They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far,
  And to the earth it gave great light,and so it continued both day and night.

  Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel.

The congregation is invited to stand and join in singing:

 All Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,
  That hath made heav’n and earth of naught, and with his blood mankind hath bought.

  Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel.

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The Triune God calls his church to worship him

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Asking God to attend and bless the worship of his people

*HYMN NO. 137 “What Child Is This?” Greensleeves

NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. And in 
one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made; being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made. Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the  
virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; the 
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy catholic and  
apostolic church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 5:1–5a pages 778–779, pew Bible 

*HYMN “The Wexford Carol” Traditional 
  arr. Mary Clark 

 Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind
What our good God for us has done, in sending his belovèd Son.

With Mary holy we should pray to God with love this Christmas Day;
In Bethlehem upon the morn there was a blest Messiah born.

The night before that happy tide the noble virgin and her guide
Were long time seeking up and down to find a lodging in the town.

But mark how all things came to pass: from every door repelled, alas!
As long foretold, their refuge all was but a humble oxen stall.

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep;
To whom God’s angels did appear which put the shepherds in great fear.

Prepare and go, the angels said, to Bethlehem, be not afraid;
For there you’ll find, this happy morn, a princely babe, sweet Jesus born.

ANTHEM “In the Bleak Midwinter” Gustav Holst
 Sanctuary Choir; Alexandra Razskazoff, soprano;  arr. Douglas Mears
 Joel Fuller, violin; Advent Orchestra
 Michael Butler, director; Wyeth Duncan, organ 

 In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow.
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Our God transcends all heaven, earth, and its domain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away when Christ comes to reign.

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
The God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
But his mother only, in her maiden bliss,

Worshiped the beloved with a kiss.

What can I offer, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise man, I would do my part;

But what I can I offer: all my heart.

PASTORAL PRAYER  Mr. David Frerichs

*HYMN NO. 123 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Veni Emmanuel

GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERINGS



OFFERTORY “Ding Dong! Merrily on High” arr. Douglas Mears
 Sanctuary Choir; Advent Orchestra
 Michael Butler, director; Wyeth Duncan, organ 

Ding dong! Merrily on high in heaven the bells are ringing.
Ding dong! Verily the sky is riven with angels singing:

“Gloria, hosanna in excelsis!”

Even so here below, below let steeple bells be swungen.
And io, io, io by priest and people sungen.

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis!

Pray you dutilfully prime your matin chime, ye ringers.
May you beautifully rhyme your evetime song, ye singers.

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis!

NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 2:8–20 page 857, pew Bible

MEDITATION “Angelic Songs” Dr. Todd M. Smedley

*HYMN NO. 132 “Angels We Have Heard on High” Gloria

*BENEDICTION
Pronouncing God’s blessing on his people

POSTLUDE  “Variations on ‘Hyfrydol’” Benton Price  
  Wyeth Duncan, organ

*Congregation standing as able

Hearing enhancement units are available in the Narthex. Ask an usher for assistance.

Deacons provide assistance and prayer support to those in our congregation facing  
difficult circumstances. Contact an individual deacon directly or call the deacons’ phone line  

at 301-320-3600, x 223, or email deacons@4thpres.org.

To listen to a recording of the morning worship service, contact sundayservice@4thpres.org.

We warmly welcome children of all ages in our worship service this evening. Children’s bulletins are available at the Sanctuary entrance or by 
asking an usher. Childcare is available for young children, infant through Pre-K, in Room 110.
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MORNING SERVICE
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

“Jesus Coming”
Hebrews 10:19–25, 35–39

Dr. Todd M. Smedley

EVENING SERVICE
ADVENT COMMUNION

6:00 p.m. 

“One Lord Jesus Christ”
Colossians 1:5–20
Dr. Robert Norris

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
will be celebrated.

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE
General Giving

Annual Budget

Year-to-Date Received 

$   4,942,614

$   4,180,795

FLUTE

Cynthia Keith

HORN

Amy Horn

PERCUSSION

Joe Connell
Mike Gatti

Daniel Heagney
 Daniel Mears

HARP

Eric Sabatino

ORGAN

Wyeth Duncan

VIOLIN

Joel Fuller
Lisa Park

J. David Brown

VIOLA

Bryce Bunner

CELLO

Hrant Parsamian

CONTRABASS

Erik Cohen

MUSIC STAFF

Michael Butler, Interim Director of Music
Mary Clark, Director of Instrumental Music  

Wyeth Duncan, Interim Organist
Erin Jones, Administrative Assistant

ADVENT ORCHESTRA
Michael Butler, director


