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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019
Morning Worship | 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

Proclaiming Christ  |  Delighting in His Grace  |  Sharing in His Mission

WELCOME

PRELUDE “The Wexford Carol” Irish traditional 
James Steele, saxophone; Esther Steele, piano arr. Catherine McMichael

*CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT “Once in Royal David’s City” Irby

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall:

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

And our eyes at last shall see him, thro’ his own redeeming love;
For that Child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above, 

And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The Triune God calls his church to worship him

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Asking God to attend and bless the worship of his people

*HYMN NO. 138 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” Go Tell It

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Leviticus 16:29–34 pages 96, pew Bible
8:00  The Liston Family 9:30  The Manda Family 11:00  The Smith Family

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Acknowledging our sins before our Holy God and seeking his forgiveness in Christ

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God our Creator, all things were made through the eternal Word who became incarnate in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Forgive us, for we have regularly worshiped the creation while forsaking our Creator. In him was life and that life was the 
light of men. Light has come into the world, but too often we have loved the darkness rather than the light. In humble 
repentance we come into the light to receive Christ and believe in his name afresh. May we know that we are children of 
God, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. Meet us now, O Word 
Incarnate, as you come to us full of grace and truth, that from your fullness we may receive grace upon grace. This we pray 
in the name of Jesus. Amen.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The Lord’s declaration of our freedom from the guilt of sin and punishment of God’s law

HYMN OF THANKS “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Mendelssohn

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,

Ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
11:00   Rev. Corey Gray

ANTHEM “The Angel Gabriel”  Basque carol
Rachel Fast, soprano arr. John Raymond Howell

Covenant Choir; Marilyn Edewaard, director
Eric Sabatino, harp; Wyeth Duncan, organ

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady.” Gloria.

“For known a blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee.
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady.” Gloria.

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me may it be done as you have said.
My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.” Most highly favored lady. Gloria.

Of her Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, “Most highly favored lady.” Gloria.

SHARING OF FAMILY NEWS

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION AND LORD’S PRAYER
8:00  Dr. Robert Norris 9:30  Mr. David Frerichs 11:00  Rev. Corey Gray

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN NO. 141 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” St. Louis
verse 3, unaccompanied



GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERINGS
8:00  Steve Liston 9:30  Bob Reiter 11:00  Dennis Hogge

OFFERTORY “The Virgin’s Slumber Song” Mariä Wiegenlied
Alexandra Razskasoff, soprano; Eric Sabatino, harp

Amid the roses Mary sits and rocks her Jesus-Child
While amid the treetops sighs the breeze so warm and mild,

And soft and sweetly sings a bird upon the bough:
“Ah, baby, sleep dear one, slumber now!”

Happy is thy laughter; holy is thy silent rest;
Lay thy head in slumber fondly on thy mother’s breast.

“Ah, baby, dear one, slumber now!”

11:00 PRAYER FOR CHILDREN & DISMISSAL TO CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Children K–3rd grade may come forward. If your child is not wearing a registration name tag, please accompany your child.

NEW TESTAMENT READING Hebrews 9:23–28 page 1006, pew Bible

SERMON “Jesus Appearing” Dr. Todd M. Smedley
  3rd in the series, “Waiting on Jesus”

*HYMN NO. 136 “The First Noel” (verses 1–3, 6) The First Noel

*BENEDICTION
Pronouncing God’s blessing on his people

POSTLUDE  “Prelude and Fugue in F Major” (BWV 556) J. S. Bach  
  Wyeth Duncan, organ

*Congregation standing as able

An Elder and Women’s Ministry representative are available for prayer at the front of the Sanctuary after each service.

Deacons provide assistance and prayer support to those in our congregation facing difficult circumstances.
Contact an individual deacon directly or call the deacons’ phone line at 301-320-3600, x 223, or email deacons@4thpres.org.

Hearing enhancement units are available in the Media Center or ask an usher for assistance.

To listen to a recording of the morning worship service, contact sundayservice@4thpres.org.
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EVENING SERVICE
ADVENT EVENSONG

6:00 p.m. 

“Angelic Songs”
Luke 2:8–20

Dr. Todd M. Smedley

A candelight service of Scripture, 
song, and prayer, with music led by 

the Sanctuary Choir and Advent Orchestra.

WORSHIPING WITH CHILDREN

The presence of children is a gift to the Church and a reminder of God’s covenant faithfulness. Parents, God put the 
wiggle in your children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome! 

• Quietly explain the parts of the service and actions of the pastors, ushers, choir, etc. 
• Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn to worship by watching and following you. 
• If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please come back. As Jesus said,           

“Let the children come to me.”

MORNING SERVICE
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

“Jesus Coming”
Hebrews 10:19–25, 35–39

Dr. Todd M. Smedley

EVENING SERVICE
ADVENT COMMUNION

6:00 p.m. 

“One Lord Jesus Christ”
Colossians 1:5–20
Dr. Robert Norris

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
will be celebrated.

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE
General Giving

Annual Budget

Year-to-Date Received 

$   4,942,614

$   4,180,795


