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ADVENT COMMUNION
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2019

Evening Worship | 6:00 p.m.

Proclaiming Christ  |  Delighting in His Grace  |  Sharing in His Mission

WELCOME

PRELUDE   “O Come, Little Children” arr. Edward Broughton  
  Wyeth Duncan, organ 

*CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT “Ye Gates, Lift Up Your Heads”                               St. George’s, Edinburgh

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The Triune God calls his church to worship him

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

*HYMN NO. 155  “Once in Royal David’s City” Irby

& bbb 44 Ó ˙
Ye

œ œ œ œ
gates lift up your

˙ ˙
heads on

.˙ œ
high; ye

œ œ œ œ
doors that last for

˙ œ œ
ay be

œ œ œ œ œ
lift ed up, that-

& bbb .œ Jœ œ œ œ
so the King of

œ œ œ œ
glo ry en ter

.˙ œ
may! But

.˙ œ
who of

œ œ œ œn
glo ry is the

.˙ œ
King? The

œ œ œ œ
might y Lord is

.˙ œ
this, Ev'n- - - -

& bbb œ œ œ œ
that same Lord, that

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
great in might and

œ œ œ œn
strong in bat tle

.˙ œ
is. Ev'n

œ œ œ œ
that same Lord, that-

& bbb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
great in might and

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
strong in bat tle

w
is.

.œ jœ œ œ
Al le lu ia!

.œ Jœ œ œ
Al le lu ia!

.œ Jœ œ œ
Al le lu ia!- - - - - - - - - -

& bbb .œ jœ œ œ œ
Al le lu ia!

.œ Jœ œ œ
Al le lu ia!

w
A

w
men,

w
A

w
men,

w
A

w
men.- - - - - - - - -



*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES:

*RESPONSIVE READING

Pastor:  We recall that the Lord Jesus Christ came to save. He said, “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on  
  me. Because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news and bind up the broken hearted.”
All:   He has come to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the  
  prisoners. Come Lord Jesus.
Pastor:  We recall that the Lord Jesus Christ came to bring peace. It is said of him, “The Spirit of the Lord  
  will rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and power. With  
  righteousness he will judge, and he will establish justice on all the earth.”
All:   The wolf will lie down with the lamb. The leopard will lie down with the goat. They will  
  neither harm nor destroy, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the  
  waters cover the sea. Come Lord Jesus.
Pastor:  We recall that the Lord Jesus Christ came to establish a new kingdom. It was promised that “the  
  people who walked in great  darkness have seen a great light. On those living in the shadow of  
  death a light has dawned.”
All:   For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be upon his  
  shoulders and he will be called, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  
  Prince of Peace. Of  the increase of his government there will be no end. Come Lord Jesus.  
  Hosanna in the highest!
Pastor:  We recall that the Lord Jesus Christ came as God to be with us forever and “every valley shall be  
  raised up and every mountain and hill made low, the rough places shall become level, the rugged 
  places made smooth, and that the glory of the Lord shall be revealed.”
All:   The Sovereign Lord comes with power. He tends his flock like a shepherd; he gathers his  
  lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart. Come Lord Jesus.

*HYMN   “Lift Up Your Heads” Winchester New
Lift up your heads ye mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits.
The King of kings is drawing near, the Saviour of the world is here.
Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
Let me Thine inner presence feel, thy grace and love in me reveal.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Acknowledging our sins before our Holy God and seeking his forgiveness in Christ

Almighty God, who are rich in mercy to all those who call upon you; hear us now as we come humbly into your  
presence confessing our sins and imploring your  mercy and forgiveness. We have broken your Holy Law by word and 
deed. We have ignored your presence in the Spirit, and have failed to look for the return of our Savior and our Judge. 
Have mercy upon us and in your great goodness put away our offenses and cleanse us from our sins, and grant to us 
newness of life in which to serve you through the merit and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
 The Lord’s declaration of our freedom from the guilt of sin and punishment of God’s Law

*HYMN NO. 141  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” St. Louis

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 9:1–7 Seth Kreider
   page 573, pew Bible

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  Dr. Todd M. Smedley

*HYMN NO. 133  “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” Mendelssohn



CALL FOR THE OFFERING

RECEPTION OF THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY  “Forevermore (Psalm 145)” Travis Cottrell and Phillip Keveren
  Dave Klemm, tenor; Traci Klemm, piano; Wyeth Duncan, organ

I will exalt you, my God, and I will praise your name.
I will extol you, Lord, forever and ever.

Great are you, Lord, our Father, most worthy of our praise.
We sing your righteousness forever and ever;

Gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, rich in love,
Faithful to your promises, and loving to all you have made.

Your saints will sing for joy they’ll tell the glory of your kingdom forever.
One generation will commend your works to another,

They will speak of the splendor of your majesty,
They will tell of the power of your awesome works,

They will celebrate your abundant goodness.
And joyfully sing! And joyfully sing! And joyfully sing!

I will exalt my God, my King. My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. 
Let every creature praise his name forever and evermore! Forevermore!

©2006 LifeWay Music; CCLI License #397028
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Colossians 1:15–20 page 983, pew Bible

SERMON  “One Lord Jesus Christ” Dr. Robert Norris

*HYMN NO. 145  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Adeste Fidelis

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

*CONFESSION OF FAITH
Let us together confess the faith of the church at all times and in all places

THE NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father before all worlds; 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made; being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made.

Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; the third day he 
rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of the Father; and he 
shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy cath-
olic and apostolic church.  I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins; and I look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI Glory be to the Father and to the Son Greatorex
  And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning,
  Is now and ever shall be, 
  World without end, amen. Amen.
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TONIGHT’S SERVICE

A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
6:00 p.m. 

“The Reason for Our Singing”
Psalm 145

Rev. Ron Meyer

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*HYMN NO. 125  “Joy to the World!”  Antioch

*BENEDICTION
Pronouncing God’s blessing on his people

POSTLUDE   “Fantasia on ‘Dix’” Lani Smith
  Wyeth Duncan, organ 

*Congregation standing as able

If you require a gluten-free wafer, please ask the elder when taking communion.

Hearing enhancement units are available in the Narthex. Ask an usher for assistance.

Deacons provide assistance and prayer support to those in our congregation facing difficult circumstances.
Contact an individual deacon directly or call the deacons’ phone line at 301-320-3600, x 223, or email deacons@4thpres.org.

To listen to a recording of the morning worship service, contact sundayservice@4thpres.org.

We warmly welcome children of all ages in our worship service this evening. Children’s bulletins are available at the Sanctuary entrance or by 
asking an usher. Childcare is available for young children, infant through Pre-K, in Room 110.

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29

MORNING SERVICE 
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

“Light Into the Future”
Revelation 21:1–7
Dr. Robert Norris

EVENING SERVICE 
6:00  p.m.

“Wisdom for the New Year”
Proverbs 3:13–18

Mr. David Frerichs

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP

TUESDAY | December 24

Family Service | 5:00 p.m., Upper Room
Communion Service | 7:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service | 11:00 p.m.


