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Morning Worship | 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

Proclaiming Christ  |  Delighting in His Grace  |  Sharing in His Mission

WELCOME 

PRELUDE  “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” J. S. Bach 
 Sarah Beall, piano arr. Hess

*CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT “Lord, Hear my Prayer for Aid”  Jerusalem

The heav’n and earth will pass away,
But you ever will remain.

They will wear out like tattered clothes;
You change and pass them on like robes.

But you endure, fore’er the same;
Your years are endless and unchanged.

Your servants’ children shall endure
Their seed will be established sure.

Psalm 102:26–28

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The Triune God calls his church to worship him

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Asking God to attend and bless the worship of his people

*HYMN   “O God Beyond All Praising” Thaxted

  O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
And sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;

For we can only wonder at every gift you send,
At blessings without number and mercies without end:
We lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
We honour and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
That we who know your favour may serve you as our king;

And whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
We’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:

To marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
And make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.



OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 60:1–7, 10–16 pages 619–620, pew Bible
8:00  Bob Stadelhofer 9:30  Tammy Prestipino 11:00  Clarke Ewart 

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Acknowledging our sins before our Holy God and seeking his forgiveness in Christ

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Our Lord and our King, you have commanded us to seek first your kingdom and your righteousness, but we have sought 
our own fleeting kingdoms and rested too often on our own righteousness. We have pursued vanities that leave us empty 
and unsatisfied. We even forsake your mercies offered to us in Christ, exchanging the flowing fountain of living waters for 
broken cisterns that hold no water. Were you to keep a record of our sin, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is 
plentiful redemption. Graciously forgive our sins, for our only hope is in the merit and blood of Jesus. As your Spirit brings 
us to godly sorrow, be pleased to cover our offenses, cleanse us from our guilt, and free us from sin’s power. Through Jesus 
Christ we pray, Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The Lord’s declaration of our freedom from the guilt of sin and punishment of God’s law

HYMN OF THANKS “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Divinum Mysterium

O ye heights of heav’n adore him;
Angel hosts, his praises sing;

Pow’rs, dominions, bow before him,
And extol our God and King;

Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Ev’ry voice in concert ring,
Evermore and evermore!

SHARING OF FAMILY NEWS

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION AND LORD’S PRAYER
8:00  Rev. Ron Meyer 9:30  Rev. Ron Meyer 11:00  Mr. David Frerichs

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN NO. 567 “Another Year Is Dawning” Aurelia

GIVING OF TITHES & OFFERINGS



OFFERTORY “The Holy City” Stephen Adams
Amanda Densmoor, soprano; Wyeth Duncan, organ

Last night I lay asleeping, there came a dream so fair:
I stood in old Jerusalem beside the temple there.

I heard the children singing and ever as they sang,
Methought the voice of angels from heaven in answer rang,

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Lift up your gates and sing,
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna to your King!”

And then methought my dream was chang’d the streets no longer rang.
Hushed were the glad Hosannas the little children sang.

The sun grew dark with mystery; the morn was cold and chill
As the shadow of a cross arose upon a lonely hill.

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Hark! How the Angels sing,
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna to your King!”

And once again the scene was changed; new earth there seemed to be.
I saw the Holy City beside the tideless sea.

The light of God was on its streets the gates were open wide,
And all who would might enter and no one was denied.

No need of moon or stars by night or sun to shine by day.
It was the new Jerusalem that would not pass away.

“Jerusalem! Jerusalem sing for the night is o’er
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna for evermore!”

11:00 PRAYER FOR CHILDREN & DISMISSAL TO CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Children K–3rd grade may come forward. If your child is not wearing a registration name tag, please accompany your child.

NEW TESTAMENT READING Revelation 21:1–7 page 1041, pew Bible

SERMON “Light into the Future” Dr. Robert Norris

*HYMN  “I Cannot Tell” Londonderry Air

  I cannot tell why he, whom angels worship, should set his love upon the sons of men,
Or why, as Shepherd, he should seek the wand’rers, to bring them back, they know not how or when.

But this I know, that he was born of Mary, when Bethl’hem’s manger was his only home,
And that he lived at Nazareth and labored, and so the Savior, Savior of the world, is come.

I cannot tell how silently he suffered, as with his peace he graced this place of tears,
Or how his heart upon the cross was broken, the crown of pain to three and thirty years.

But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted, and stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear,
And lifts the burden from the heavy laden, for yet the Savior, Savior of the world, is here.

I cannot tell how he will win the nations, how he will claim his earthly heritage,
How satisfy the needs and aspirations of east and west, of sinner and of sage.

But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory, and he shall reap the harvest he has sown,
And some glad day his sun shall shine in splendor, when he the Savior, Savior of the world, is known.

I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship,when, at his bidding, every storm is stilled,
Or who can say how great the jubilation, when all the hearts of men with love are filled.
But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, and myriad, myriad human voices sing,

And earth to heav’n, and heav’n to earth, will answer: at last the Savior, Savior of the world, is King.
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EVENING SERVICE
6:00 p.m. 

“Wisdom for the New Year”
Proverbs 3:13–18

Mr. David Frerichs

*BENEDICTION
Pronouncing God’s blessing on his people

POSTLUDE  “Joy to the World!”  arr. Don Hustad  
  Wyeth Duncan, organ

*Congregation standing as able

An Elder and Women’s Ministry representative are available for prayer at the front of the Sanctuary after each service.

Deacons provide assistance and prayer support to those in our congregation facing difficult circumstances.
Contact an individual deacon directly or call the deacons’ phone line at 301-320-3600, x 223, or email deacons@4thpres.org.

Hearing enhancement units are available in the Media Center or ask an usher for assistance.

To listen to a recording of the morning worship service, contact sundayservice@4thpres.org.

MORNING SERVICE
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

“Listening to Jesus”
John 10:22–30

Dr. Todd M. Smedley
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

will be celebrated.

EVENING SERVICE
6:00 p.m. 

“Surprised by Suffering”
Job 1–3

Rev. Tommy Myrick

NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 5


