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WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Asking God to attend and bless the worship of his people

*HYMN  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Lobe Den Herren

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near;
Join me in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under his wings, yes, so gently sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen, how all thy longings have been
Granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If with his love he befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him.

Let the amen sound from this people again:
Gladly for aye we adore him.

*DECLARATION OF FAITH—NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. And in one 
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made; being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.
Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; the third day he rose again, 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, 
with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  I acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

 NEW TESTAMENT READING Revelation 22:1–5  Erin Frerichs
  pages 1041–1042, pew Bible



SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Acknowledging our sins before our Holy God and seeking his forgiveness in Christ

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, we confess that we have sought to earn your love by our works and have tried to appease your anger by 
our worldly sorrow. Teach us again that only through Christ’s righteousness can we find favor with you, and only Christ’s 
blood can appease your wrath against our sin. As we flee to him, humble us with the horrific nature of our sin, and yet 
lift us in gratitude with wonder of your free grace. And now hereafter, as new creatures in Christ, enable us to delight in 
those works which you have prepared for us that we may glorify our loving Savior. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
 The Lord’s declaration of our freedom from the guilt of sin and punishment of God’s law

*HYMNS OF PREPARATION “There Is A Fountain” Cleansing Fountain
  arr. Adam Kunsberg

 There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains.

Lose all their guilty stains, lose all their guilty stains;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains.

The dying thief rejoiced to see that fountain in his day,
And there may I though vile as he wash all my sins away.

Wash all my sins away, wash all my sins away;
And there may I though vile as he wash all my sins away.

Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of God be saved to sin no more.

Be saved to sin no more, be saved to sin no more;
Till all the ransomed Church of God be saved to sin no more.

When this poor lisping stammering tongue lies silent in the grave,
Then in a nobler sweeter song I’ll sing thy power to save.

I’ll sing thy power to save, I’ll sing thy power to save;
Then in a nobler sweeter song I’ll sing thy power to save.

 “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” Ludwig von Zinzendorf, John Wesley
  arr. Mark Miller

Jesus, thy blood and righteousness, my beautiful glorious dress;
‘Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, with joy I lift my head.

Bold shall I stand in thy great day; for who what charge shall lay?
Fully absolved through these I am from sin, from guilt and shame.

By that man’s cross, by that man’s blood, by that man’s death I live.
By that man’s perfect righteousness I know I am fully his.

Jesus, be endless praise to thee, whose boundless grace does save,
For me a full atonement made, an everlasting ransom paid.

O let the dead now hear thy voice; now bid the banished come;
And take upon the glorious dress, thy blood and righteousness.

 ©2011 Mark Miller Music, used with permission



OLD TESTAMENT READING Proverbs 3:13–18  pages 528–529, pew Bible

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Asking the Holy Spirit to illumine our hearts and minds for the understanding and application of his word

SERMON “Wisdom for the New Year” Mr. David Frerichs

*HYMN OF RESPONSE “Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery” Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, 
   Michael Bleecker

Come behold the wondrous myst’ry, in the dawning of the King.
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity.

In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come.
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us.

Come behold the wondrous myst’ry, he the perfect Son of Man.
In his living, in his suff’ring never trace, nor stain of sin.

See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man.
Christ, the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in him we stand.

Come behold the wondrous myst’ry, Christ the Lord upon the tree.
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory.

See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold.
Bringing many sons to glory; grace unmeasured, love untold.

Come behold the wondrous myst’ry, slain by death, the God of life. 
But no grave could e’er restrain him. Praise the Lord, he is alive!

What a foretaste of deliv’rance, how unwavering our hope.
Christ in power resurrected, as we will be when he comes.

©2015 OMF International, Getty Music Publishing, Alletrop Music, and Fionan de Barra (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.), CCLI License #397028

*BENEDICTION
Pronouncing God’s blessing on his people

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE “Jude 24–25” Dave Cook

Now to him who is able to keep you, who is able to keep you from stumbling
And to make you stand in the presence of his glory blameless with great joy.

To the only God our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord
Be all glory, majesty, dominion and power before all time and now and forever.

Amen and Amen and Amen.

©1972 Hal Leonard, CCLI License #397028

POSTLUDE  

*Congregation standing as able
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Fourth Presbyterian Church is a member congregation of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

Hearing enhancement units are available in the Narthex. Ask an usher for assistance.

Deacons provide assistance and prayer support to those in our congregation facing difficult circumstances.
Contact an individual deacon directly or call the deacons’ phone line at 301-320-3600, x 223, or email deacons@4thpres.org.

To listen to a recording of the morning worship service, contact sundayservice@4thpres.org.

We warmly welcome children of all ages in our worship service this evening.  
Childcare is available for young children, infant through Pre-K, in Room 110.

MORNING SERVICE
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

“Listening to Jesus”
John 10:22–30

Dr. Todd M. Smedley
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

will be celebrated.

EVENING SERVICE
6:00 p.m. 

“Surprised by Suffering”
Job 1–3

Rev. Tommy Myrick

NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 5


