
FOURTH  PRESS
GOSPEL-SHAPED COMMUNITY

Summer 2017

Volume 41, Issue No. 2



2   FOURTH PRESS

contents SUMMER 2017

• Loving, serving, praying, and promoting the peace and 
purity of the church together

• Bearing one another’s burdens, rejoicing in one another’s 
joys, and celebrating life in Christ together

• Growing in grace and maturing in Christ as we teach, learn, 
and apply the Scriptures

03 PARISH MINISTRY Dr. Todd Smedley

04 UNIQUE PEOPLE Rev. Corey Gray

05 APART FROM ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING Wyatt Hardiman

 FROM THE MEDIA CENTER

06 FAITHFUL SHEPHERDS: A FAREWELL TO THE YANCEY 
FAMILY Sarah Baker

07 FOURTH GIVES THANKS: A TRIBUTE TO CAROL VAN 
DUZER Kathleen Cantrell  

08 SUMMER STAFF: FOSTERING A GOSPEL-SHAPED 
COMMUNITY Chelsea Custer

09 AT THE INTERSECTION OF SPECIAL BLESSINGS AND 
THE YOUTH MINISTRY Linda Elkan

10 SESSION COMMITTEES 2017-18 Dirk Rankin

11 MISSIONARY UPDATE Pamela Roylance

VISION TRIP TO ROMANIA WITH ROMANIAN CHRISTIAN 
ENTERPRISES Carol Bontempo

12 SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER Rev. Ron Meyer

13 THE KINGDOM VISION Dr. Rob Norris

14 WOMEN’S RETREAT Rebecca Sparks Korossy

15 IRON SHARPENS IRON Elaine Hauschildt

 A GOSPEL-SHAPED MINI-COMMUNITY OF   
ENCOURAGEMENT Carol Kaminski

16 LOVED AND ENCOURAGED The Elkan Family

gospel-shaped community
OUR COMMUNITY IS SHAPED BY THE GOSPEL OF GRACE



SUMMER 2017   3 

After much prayer and planning your elders 
and I are eager to launch a transformative 
shepherding initiative that will impact 
almost every aspect of our Gospel-Shaped 
Community. This fall we will begin 
implementing a new Parish Ministry 
in our effort to ensure that “everyone is 
known, and everyone is cared for.”

Fourth’s elders have pondered the Apostle 
Peter’s exhortation in 1 Peter 5:2-3.  Peter 
urges elders to “shepherd the flock of God 
that is among you, exercising oversight, not 
under compulsion, but willingly, as God 
would have you; not for shameful gain, but 
eagerly, not domineering over those in your 
charge, but being examples to the flock.”   
We are excited about this new structure 
which will help the elders shepherd and 
know you, and also, prayerfully, will allow 
you to know them.

The congregation here at Fourth is being 
grouped into five geographical regions 
called “Parishes.” Every member is 
automatically part of a parish based on 
where they live. There is no need to join or 
register for a parish. This model allocates 
the congregation into smaller local regions 
so care can be more easily offered and 
community more broadly experienced by 
everyone. 

The spiritual care for each parish will be 
provided by the elders who live within 
that parish. All the elders of Fourth are 
included in this parish model, both those 
currently on Session and those “non-
sitting” elders who have served previously. 
There are approximately 80 elders who 
will serve among the five parishes. We are 
not assigning each member one elder, but 
providing a team of elders to care for you 
and your families. Ultimately, the deacons 
will also provide diaconal support within 
the parish model.

Each of the five parishes will be 
administered by a “Parish Council” made 
up of elders and lay leaders. The Parish 

Councils will seek to build community 
within each parish by planning occasional 
parish events and providing opportunities 
to serve your local communities in the 
name of Christ. The Parish Council will 
also help assimilate members, whether 
new or old, into the heart of our fellowship. 
Finally, the Councils will provide another 
means for communication within the 
church.

Parishes are in no way intended to replace 
our existing Community Group Ministry. 
In fact, we believe the parish system will 
enhance and expand our Community 
Groups by getting more people plugged 
into one. Because the Parish Ministry and 
the Community Group Ministry will have 
a good deal of intersection, I have asked 
Tommy Myrick to take the pastoral lead of 
this Parish Ministry.  

This Parish Ministry is not designed to 
replace the pastoral care your pastors love 
to provide, but to supplement spiritual care 
to the extent to which you and your family 
are comfortable. It is designed to give the 
elders and the members a way to know and 
care for one another better.  The primary 
focus for the first years of this initiative 
is “knowing”—you knowing the elders 
and them knowing you, whether through 
parish lunches, the church picnic, or a 
parish activity.

On each Sunday in October, we will 
host a lunch in the Upper Room, with a 
different parish meeting each week. Be on 
the lookout for the weekend assigned to 
your parish and please make it a priority 
to come that week. At these lunches you 
will learn more about this new initiative, 
meet the elders, deacons, and Community 
Group leaders within your parish and also 
meet people who live near you.   Early this 
fall, members will receive letters letting 
you know what parish you are in, who 
are your elders, and the date of the parish 
lunch. 

Some of you may be asking, “What if 
I am not a member?” If you consider 
Fourth Church to be your church home, 
let me strongly encourage you to become 
a member of Fourth. And of course all 
who consider Fourth home are welcome to 
participate in the October parish lunches 
and in parish events throughout the year. In 
the early stages of developing this ministry 
the care by the elders will be focused on 
knowing and caring for members until we 
feel we can open it up to regular attenders. 
And again, all who live in a given parish 
are welcome to the events and service days 
hosted by that parish.

While I am enthusiastic about a lot of the 
things the Lord is doing in our midst, I am 
overflowing with excitement about this 
new effort. I truly believe it will transform 
our fellowship, enhance our care for each 
family, and broaden our reach into our 
local communities for the sake of the 
gospel. Again, please make the October 
lunch a priority for your family and pray 
for this effort as it gets off the ground. I am 
praying and expecting that it will soar!

parish ministry
DR. TODD SMEDLEY, Senior Pastor

Fourth Presbyterian Church
5500 River Road, Bethesda, Maryland 20816
Phone: 301-320-3600 |  www.4thpres.org



4   FOURTH PRESS

When we use the term Christian (literally “Christ-ones”) we align ourselves not 
only as a people (to Christ and each other), but also take on the responsibility 
to be reflective of who we follow. For God has chosen to use his creation to 
reach his creation. He uses sinners to call fellow sinners to repentance. That is 
unique. But it also makes the people unique.

CALLED OUT PEOPLE

The Apostle Peter reminds us that as people we are aliens and strangers in the 
world. We know that this world is not our home. We look to and long for our 
eternal home when we are brought face to face with our Savior and welcomed 
home, not as guest or servant, but with all the rights and privileges as a child 
of God. This world will pass away and we are not of it…we are headed home. 
But while we still live on earth, we are called to be unique.

FROM THE WORLD

The Scripture continually speaks of a distinct difference between the world 
and heaven, between the earth and the sky, between the flesh and the spirit. 
As believers, we are called out from the world to be unique, to be distinct, to 
be an example of the life God intends for humanity. It’s a call to holiness, not 
separation. It’s a call to community, not isolation. And since we live in this 
world, but are not of it, we need to make sure that we are rubbing off on it, 
not the other way around. As a church and Gospel-Shaped Community, we 
strive to help each other live the life God intended. We look for opportunities 
to pray for each other, encourage each other, and to challenge each other. It’s 
a call to sharing life together.

TO THE WORLD

And yet, we are not called to hide our light under a bushel, but to let it shine 
for a purpose…“that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). So, as a community, we must live 
out the gospel in this world. John Stott has said all Christians experience two 
conversions: out of the world and to Christ and then back into the world with 
Christ. We should never be satisfied with ourselves knowing all the truth. Our 
vision should be the salvation of the entire world.

In the church, it is unique people who live in community. It is unique people 
who model the gospel. It is unique people who show the life change of grace. 
Let us continue to pray to that end for Fourth!

unique people
REV. COREY GRAY, Pastor of Administration

BUT YOU ARE A CHOSEN RACE, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR HIS OWN 
POSSESSION, THAT YOU MAY PROCLAIM THE EXCELLENCIES OF HIM WHO CALLED YOU OUT OF 
DARKNESS INTO HIS MARVELOUS LIGHT. ONCE YOU WERE NOT A PEOPLE, BUT NOW YOU ARE 
GOD’S PEOPLE; ONCE YOU HAD NOT RECEIVED MERCY, BUT NOW YOU HAVE RECEIVED MERCY.

1 PETER 2:9-10.
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Luella Nash LeVee recently sent in a poem about her spiritual status. She is a 
lifelong writer and editor, and her book Pure Joy: Walking Through Trials with 
Christ, a compilation of testimonies, including some by Fourth members, 
may be found in the Media Center. Author and Former Director of Nehemiah 
Ministries, M. Blaine Smith, wrote these words about Luella’s book: “Pure Joy 
is a gift of God. Luella LeVee understands Christian joy and comprehends the 
unspeakable truth—and well-kept secret—that it is possible not only to flirt 
occasionally with the exhilaration we felt as new believers but to regain it—and 
maintain it.” Visit the Media Center to check out Luella’s book and to read a copy 
of her poem, both on display in the “Authors Among Us” section.

FROM THE 

media center

As a new deacon, one aspect of the deacons’ work that has been apparent is how deep a reliance on the Lord is necessary for what is to 
be done. Virtually every adversity that comes before those in our fellowship comes to the attention of the deacons. The deacons regularly 
seek miracles—that God would make the bad good, and that he would use them to do it. Prayer concerns are circulated several times daily 
and board meetings conclude with shared prayer. While that might seem overwhelming, it is made bearable, and a blessing, by knowing 
that all things work together for the good of those who love God. And those who love God are the biblically mandated constituency of 
the deacons.

It was appropriate, therefore, that the Deacons recently co-sponsored a Concert of Prayer at Fourth. On a Wednesday evening in May, a 
crowd gathered to enjoy a chicken alfredo dinner from our kitchen. After the meal, deacons scattered to tables as the deacon co-chairs, 
Scott McClelland and Steve Howe, and others, introduced issues of petition to the Lord, along with relevant Scripture.  Tables of 8-10 
would pray as led over five periods of different concerns.  There was barely enough time in the hour, and often the speakers interrupted in 
order to keep on schedule. Group prayer has its complications but the Lord has made clear his favor when more than one of us agree on 
anything and has said he is then present. There is a special blessing, as well, in hearing other saints come before God’s throne, a place where 
inauthenticity cannot thrive. This led, on that night, to an aftermath of conversations that were both encouraging and strengthening.

In addition to speaking to God, the deacons also listen to his revelation. This spring, the deacons have been considering how to more 
proactively minister to the bereaved of Fourth. This was producing more discussion than resolution until the focus moved to what God’s 
word calls deacons to.

Whether it is in agreed prayer, relying on his promise of good outcomes for his children, or seeking guidance from the Bible on how to 
proceed, the deacons are dependent on God. At the Concert of Prayer, I was sure I heard John 15:5. Checking the program later, I couldn’t 
find that verse listed. Nevertheless, it might as well be the motto of the deacons: “apart from me, you can do nothing.”

apart from me, 
you can do nothing
WYATT HARDIMAN, Deacon

SPRING 2017   5 
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Ephesians 4:11-13 tells us that the Lord gives us “shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God.”  We at Fourth Presbyterian 
Church have always been richly blessed to have God’s called 
shepherds and teachers to equip us and build us up in unity.  

Two of those shepherds, Rob and Liz Yancey, have served Fourth 
faithfully for eight years. Their connection goes back even further 
than that, as Liz began attending Fourth in middle school, Rob 
and Liz were married at Fourth, and were then supported as 
missionaries by Fourth. 

They have exemplified servant leadership—offering their home, their 
time, and their transparent lives as models of grace and love.  Rob’s 
teaching and preaching is always thoughtful, wise, and challenging.  
He handled the Word of truth rightly.  Rob and Liz are a team, and 
together they have faithfully walked alongside the family of Fourth, 
encouraging us, spurring us on to love and good deeds. 

The Yanceys have been focused on bringing the good news of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to whatever community they are called 
to serve—whether it be overseas on the mission field, to young 

professionals in metropolitan areas, or to the families of Fourth. 
Now, they have been called to serve and love another flock. Rob will  
join the staff of McLean Presbyterian Church (Presbyterian Church 
in America, PCA) in August as Assistant Pastor for Church Planting 
and partnering with them to plant their next church in Northern 
Virginia. 

Please join me in praying for Rob, that he might continue to speak 
the gospel boldly and model servant leadership in his home and 
in his next congregation as he so faithfully has with us. Pray for 
Liz, that she might enjoy good health and that God-honoring 
relationships would form quickly in their new community. Pray 
for Ben and Will, that the transition would be smooth and peace-
filled, and that they would continue to be a light in their school 
and neighborhood. Pray for their ministry as a family, that they 
would be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord their labor is not in vain. But 
most of all, please join me in praying that God would be glorified in 
them and through them as they continue to love and serve him. It 
is always hard to say goodbye, but it is even more exciting to watch 
our beloved friends follow the Lord whom they love, no matter 
where he leads them.

faithful shepherds
A FAREWELL TO THE YANCEY FAMILY

SARAH BAKER, Young Married Fellowship
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KATHLEEN CANTRELL, Former Colleague and Parent

In her ten years as Director of Children’s Ministry K–5th grade, Carol 
Van Duzer has embodied a love for children, a love for the church, 
and a deep love for Christ.

I can’t count the number of times I’ve watched Carol interact with kids 
as she taught them a Bible story or led them through a craft.  I know 
she has spent countless hours behind the scenes putting the program 
together. No matter the demands of planning for VBS, preparing for 
a new Sunday school year, or finding volunteers, Carol relates and 
interacts with each child. 

I love Carol’s desire to show our children the beauty of worship.  
She has invested in and created programs that reflect her desire for 
children to know and love the church. During “Prepare 2 Worship” 
Carol would lead a group of kids into the sanctuary to sit in the 
front pews and get a perspective of what worship is about in the 
congregation as a whole.  Years ago she and David tirelessly worked 
with the kids to construct a replica of the Tabernacle.  She took the 
time to teach about the significance of each item created.  

I saw Carol take her background in curriculum development and 
blend it with her faith in Christ and daily connection with him to be 
the foundation of everything she brought to her role in leading the 
Children’s Ministry.  I watched as she reviewed curriculum, making 
sure that Christ was at the center of what was taught. 

Our children and families have been richly blessed by Carol’s steadfast 
stewardship of this ministry and are thankful that she remains at 
Fourth as a faithful member.

Carol Van Duzer, pictured with her husband David and Amanda 
Westly, Director of Children’s Ministry, Nursery–Pre-K, dons a Viking 
helmet, a gift from the staff, in preparation for Carol and David’s 
summer Nordic trip (lower right).

fourth 
gives 

thanks
A TRIBUTE TO 

CAROL VAN DUZER
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If you are part of Fourth’s family for long, you come to realize 
that as summer approaches, so does the anticipation and 
high expectation for one of our congregation’s most treasured 
traditions—the Youth Summer Staff. As generations come and 
go, the Lord is faithful each summer to bring together a team of 
eager college-aged interns to disciple our middle and high school 
students. By God’s grace, not only does the ministry of summer 
staff foster authentic, Christ-centered relationships between our 
kids, but it also encourages a Gospel-Shaped Community within 
our whole congregation. 

For decades, summer staffers have shared their energy, creativity, 
and love of Jesus with the younger generations and their families 
within our church. As believers, he calls and equips all of us to 
disciple others that they may know and love Christ, and Summer 
Staff serves as a fresh reminder of our shared calling. 

1 Timothy 4:12 says, “Let no one despise you for your youth, but 
set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, 
in purity.” As Scripture shows us, Christ breaks down even age 
barriers to draw us into a community which sharpens one another. 
We trust that the gospel has the power to transform hearts and 
enable meaningful relationships of all ages.

Rebekah Senderling, second-year summer staffer for the rising high 
school junior girls, grew up at Fourth and still lives locally while 
attending the University of Maryland. She invests in a myriad of 
ways within the life of Fourth year-round, including serving Fourth 
Night meals, attending Pastors Class, and leading a high school 
Bible study. She finds joy and stronger faith because of the diversity 
of ages and backgrounds within our congregation, and sees Summer 
Staff as an amazing bridge to a more Gospel-Shaped Community. 

"Through summer staff, not only do the students learn how to better 
relate to and learn from those older than them, but we can foster 
real connections between interns, families, and the congregation. 
It encourages us to interact with more people who are not our age 
and encourage them spiritually, too," Rebekah shared. 

As interns work long weeks, plan games, skits, and camps, lead 
Bible studies, and expend endless energy with kids, they ultimately 
press on to share the gospel and pray it takes root in kids’ hearts 
and transforms their community. 

Our staffers’ last official Sunday will be July 31, when they 
look forward to sharing highlights of their ministry and God’s 
faithfulness. Come and be encouraged and spurred on to foster 
our Gospel-Shaped family of faith!

summer staff
FOSTERING A GOSPEL-SHAPED COMMUNITY
CHELSEA CUSTER, High School Director
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"Jack go on the winter retreat?" I stammered incredulously. Our sweet anxious Jack, with physical, developmental, and emotional challenges? Our 
special Jack, sometimes a member of the Special Blessings Discoverers Class, sometimes a "helper" in the Special Blessings Seekers or Explorers 
Class, sometimes trying to join in the Children's Ministry, and now trying out the Youth Group? "Are you sure?" I pressed.

Grace had it all figured out.  "I'll just tell him Friday morning that we're going to a youth activity that night, and I promise I'll let him know it's an 
overnight before we leave the parking lot."  

As they hopped into the car, Jack saw the sleeping bags. "Is it a sleepover?" 

"Yes, it is," Grace replied.  A thoughtful pause followed, then, "Can I come?"  Grace told him not only could he come, but she just happened to have 
a sleeping bag and a suitcase full of clean clothes for him.

And so, ably assisted by staffers, friends, and the kindest sister a boy could hope for, Jack went off on the winter retreat.  He asked to go home early, 
slept in a cabin, enjoyed the freedom of choosing his own food, played basketball, rode in a go-kart with Nate Robbins, ran around with a pack 
of boys, performed in a skit as Darth Vader's personal storm trooper, and when it was over, begged to stay longer.  Maybe he did not eat loads of 
vegetables, and it looks like he never even opened the suitcase, but oh, what a great time he had!!

Photographs: Jack go-karting with Nate Robbins, High School Youth Director (left); Jack with his sister Grace (upper right); and Jack enjoying French 
fries (lower right).

the intersection of special 
blessings and the youth ministry
LINDA ELKAN, Jack’s Mom
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session committees 2017-18
DIRK RANKIN, Clerk of Session

As the Clerk of Session for Fourth Presbyterian Church, it is a privilege to serve in a church that 
embraces a leadership structure with Christ as the head and the elders, deacons, trustees, members, 
and staff as servant-leaders working together to make the component ministries of the church a 
reality.  Each year, as following the Congregation’s election of officer candidates, the Session organizes 
its twenty-four elders around standing committees.  These committees facilitate and implement 
key planning objectives, many of which flow from the Senior Pastor’s Vision Sunday presentation. 
In addition to standing committees which administer ongoing ministries of the church, working 
committees are formed on an as-needed basis to facilitate specific goals and objectives that are 
outside the ordinary purview of standing committees. All standing committees are led by a sitting 
elder; the overall effectiveness is due to the efforts of the many committee members who work 
behind the scenes with unity of purpose in service to the King.

WORSHIP: led by elder Doug Noll, oversees all 
things relating to the conduct and scheduling of 
worship services at Fourth Church, including: 
preaching, administration of the sacraments 
(Baptism and Communion), music, choir, 
and ushers, with a desire to create a setting 
conducive to worship.

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP: led by elder Phil 
Fanara, oversees the spiritual growth of 
members through most areas of the church 
not directly tied to Sunday worship services, 
including: Christian adult education and 
training on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
evenings; women’s and men’s ministries; 
New Members; and geographically focused 
community groups.

YOUNG ADULTS: led by elder Tim Greszler, 
oversees the spiritual growth and feeding of 
college students and young adults.

FAMILY MINISTRY: led by elder Chris Thatch, 
oversees families in the spiritual care of children 
and youth. 

MISSIONS: led by elder Doug Nyhus, 
shepherds active missionaries being supported 
by Fourth, as well as prospective missionaries 
pipelined for future missions work. The focus 
of this committee is the continued care of 
the missionary network that takes the gospel 
message to places both far and near in direct 
support of the Great Commission.

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION & VOCATIONS: 
led by elder Don Evans, supports current and 
prospective pastoral ministry candidates in 
seminary and post-seminary vocational tracks.

SHEPHERDING & CARE: led by elder Jacob 
Peterson, oversees a key objective before 
the church this year—implementation of a 
regionally focused parish model for improved 
connectedness, fellowship, and care of Fourth 
Church members and families. Additionally, 
the committee directs several ministries 
including, but not limited to, Grief Share, New 
Visitor Luncheons, Divorce Care, and Greeters. 

NOMINATING: led by elder Joe Fisher, has 
broad authority to find prospective officer 
candidates to prepare and stand for election 
to the office of elder, deacon, or trustee as part 
of the annual officer nomination and selection 
process.

COMMUNICATIONS: led by elder Ken Sisco, 
oversees the various information channels at 
Fourth Church including the Media Center, 
print publications (bulletins, newsletter, flyers), 
digital media (email, web, podcast, streaming, 
broadcast), and radio broadcasting.

INVESTMENT: led by elder Doug Gilbert, 
oversees the investment portfolio of the church, 
ensuring that the church receives appropriate 
risk-based market compensation for its long-
term investment assets at reasonable cost.

PERSONNEL: also led by elder Doug Gilbert, 
oversees the paid-staff component of the church, 
ensuring that our positions are optimized from 
a responsibility and compensation perspective 
such that Fourth Church remains an equitable, 
attractive, and secure place of employment for 
years to come.

STANDING COMMITTEES
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COMMISSIONING OF KRISTEN LALLEY 
The Family of Fourth has raised up yet another missionary. Kristen Lalley was commissioned at Fourth 
on May 28, 2017. Her sending organization is Serge, formerly known as World Harvest Missions. This 
summer she will be leading a group of Irish and American college students, in serving under-resourced 
churches in Dublin, Ireland. In her time at Fourth, Kristen served on Summer Staff and as Youth 
Ministry Assistant, mentoring girls and building relationships with our youth. Starting in the fall, she 
will assist an emerging church plant in outreach and discipleship of young people. Ireland is facing a 
big crisis of depression, mental illness, and drug usage. God has led Kristen to “Go into all the world 
and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation,”  Mark 16:15.

missionary update
PAMELA ROYLANCE, Urban Ministry Assistant

RANDY AND MARTHA RETURN TO THE FIELD
After 16 years in the field, Randy and Martha took their first extended visit to the United States to help their 
twins transition to becoming college students. During this year at home, Randy and Martha were able to 
develop their plan for serving God within the legal boundaries of the sensitive country in which they serve.  
A work visa is needed to stay in this sensitive country; it is not easily obtained nor is the cost reasonable. 

Randy and Martha return to the field in September. They request prayers from the family of Fourth.  
Please pray for them for opportunities and boldness to share the gospel with those around them within 
their neighborhood and within their business networks.  Please pray for their understanding, love, and 
grace as they partner together with fellow workers from both our own culture and the national culture.  
Please pray for new accesses to ministries. Please pray for God to raise up laborers and leaders from 
among the new national believers and for a movement of spiritual inquiry and seeking the Savior among 
the unreached people in their sensitive country.  

On March 17, eight folks with a heart for 
needy children left on a “vision trip” to 
Romanian Christian Enterprises (RCE) under 
the direction of Executive Director Mary Ann 
Bell and the leadership of Carol Burrows. 

On arrival in Arad, we were warmly 
welcomed by General Director Ovidiu 

Martin, a dedicated servant who, along 
with his staff, reaches out to special needs 
children and local communities because 
of their abiding faith in the love of God 
in Jesus.  We found some familiar things: 
Darius House, where these children find a 
safe haven, unconditional love, and friends.  
Sunshine School, where kids make amazing 
progress because RCE believes in “teaching 
the unteachable.” 

We made many new discoveries. RCE 
offers semi-independent living, life skills 
and job training for the older children. A 
vigorous adoption program helps as many 
kids as possible to have a “forever family.” 
Extensive outreach to villages near and far 
exists, including a Bible club—a summer 
camp which our high-schoolers will help 
run in July. There is a far-reaching poverty 
prevention program, including small no-
interest loans; folks from Fourth helping 
renovate, rebuild, expand, and paint the 
homes of these often-struggling villagers; 
others teaching basic life skills and regularly 
visiting to help people along. A highlight was 
presenting various families with gifts ranging 
from peanut butter to building materials to 

handmade gifts from the Women of Fourth 
Crafts Ministry (pictured). All our efforts 
were warmly received, and we loved the 
generosity of these people who actually give 
out of their poverty.

So, there’s a lot of kingdom multiplication 
going on here, but what is it to you?  You 
can pray for all the people of RCE, including 
Fourth Church’s active and enthusiastic 
partnership in this ministry.  Definitely plan 
to be inspired by RCE’s visit to us in October, 
when they bring some of the delightful 
RCE children, give musical and video 
presentations, and share amazing stories 
about their ongoing efforts. And participate 
in one of Fourth’s several trips to Romania 
during the year. Or join next spring’s RCE 
Fun Run (“Run for Their Lives”), at the 
Landon School, as a runner, walker, helper, or 
contributor.   Plus, your financial contributions 
at any time will go a long way to help. Be sure 
to learn more about this vital ministry at  
www.rcenterprises.org. 

In these and many other ways, RCE is living 
out its goal of “Making Mercy Happen” in so 
many precious lives.  Won’t you join them?

vision trip to romania
WITH ROMANIAN CHRISTIAN ENTERPRISES
CAROL BONTEMPO, Missions Trip Participant
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Yes, “Sweet Hour of Prayer” is the title of a familiar hymn written by W. W. Walford, a blind English pastor. A fellow minister who served in 
England from 1838 to 1842 returned to New York and submitted the words of Walford’s hymn to the New York Observer. In his note he said 
he had become acquainted with Walford and asked them to publish the words. About fifteen years later, a composer wrote the tune associated 
with the hymn.

But “Sweet Hour of Prayer” is more than a hymn. It’s how the attendees describe our congregational prayer time which meets Wednesday 
evenings when Fourth Night is in session. 

For as long as Fourth has been in existence, our congregation has prayed. Al Larsson led congregational prayer prior to the evening 
service when I began attending Fourth. Over time, leaders have changed, but our commitment to prayer has not.

Below are some reflections on congregational prayer. 

“Praying with my brothers and sisters in Christ on Wednesday evening is a joy and blessing. We’re led in prayer which is wide ranging. 
We pray about current needs of different members and upcoming events in the life of the church. Missionaries with Fourth, the various 
ministries of the church and our dear faithful pastors are all lifted to the Lord. As we draw close in prayer we are brought closer to each 
other. It is a sweet fellowship. Please join us as you have opportunity.” - Carol Burrows

“I've always debated which are my spiritual gifts, but not the gift of prayer, because I believe every believer has it and must use it.  
Whatever one's church background or years of faith are, I think all who are in Christ must uphold friends, family, church, country, 
and worldwide believers in prayer. This is why I choose to come as often as I can on Wednesday evenings  prior to dinner to gather 
with others to bring petitions and praises to the throne room. It matters not how articulate the prayer is; it only matters that it comes 
from the heart of those who know they are hopeless outside of God's grace.” - John Richards

“Wednesday evening prayer is a true blessing for me because I’m able to gather with other people to pray for those in need during the week. 
Corporate prayer is such an important part of church life and a time of asking God for provision and care of his people.” - Jamila Levi

If you are not able to join us on Wednesdays, consider attending the Monday Prayer Gathering (Prayer Room) or meet for prayer 
following Sunday morning worship services (Chancel). We encourage everyone to attend our quarterly Concerts of Prayer. For more 
information, please contact Charlotte FitzGerald, cfitzgerald@4thpres.org

We hope you too will find our congregational prayer a sweet blessing to your spiritual life. You are always welcome.

sweet hour of prayer
REV. RON MEYER, Pastor of Congregational Care with 
CAROL BURROWS, JOHN RICHARDS, AND JAMILA LEVI, Members
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the kingdom vision
DR. ROB NORRIS, Teaching Pastor

The secret of the Gospel-Shaped Community has always been the 
gaining of a kingdom vision. The historical record documents this 
as it reminds us that in the early church there was a vision to see 
the gospel challenge the status quo of life to display Christ in all its 
activities. The church at Antioch ran the equivalent of an employment 
agency for its members to gain work, and also maintained a 
secondhand clothing facility so that its poorest members would be 
clothed. They also affirmed the dignity and worth of people and so 
went “body hunting” for bodies dumped in refuse areas as a means 
of burial. In fact this was the origin of the “funeral service” which has 
become a feature of Christian society. The church also went “baby 
hunting,” looking for the sick or unwanted female babies that were 
disregarded by the society and were commonly left simply to die. 
Instead, Christians cared for them and created the first orphanages.

Christians were also those who expressed their compassion for the 
sick and those who were dying alone and uncared for, giving rise to 
the first hospitals in the Roman Empire.

Compassion was an outworking of the gospel as it shaped the church. 
This compassion led the church in Rome in the third century to be 
committed to feeding the hungry of the city, a number which is 
estimated to have been in excess of 2,000 destitute people daily.

There was no dichotomy between proclamation and compassionate 
caring and service, nor between evangelism and work of kindness. 
The actions of love contributed to the great growth of the church.

John Stott has written that our service to the world, namely good 
works, is “like one marriage partner and our message like the other.”

The caring community recognized what the psychologist Paul 
Tournier said so succinctly long ago when he wrote that “we do not 
have problems, we are problems.” It is because of this truth that the 
Scripture reminds us that we are God’s new creation, designed to 
be united together in love and service in the body of the church for 
which Christ died. 
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Laura O’Connell called one afternoon and 
asked if I would be willing to facilitate a 
small group during the Women’s Retreat. I 
sheepishly responded that I wasn’t actually 
attending the retreat. It didn’t take much 
convincing from her before I was signed 
up. That was more than five years ago. Since 
then, I haven’t needed any convincing, 
attending each annual retreat, and getting 
more involved. 

I was blessed this year to chair the retreat 
with a great team of women, all of whom 
love the Lord and love the women of 
Fourth. So, it just made sense that we focus 
the 2017 retreat on the second of Fourth’s 
core values, Gospel-Shaped Community. 
Three of our Wednesday morning Bible 
study (Generation to Generation) leaders 
gave their time and energy to addressing 
each point of Gospel-Shaped Community 
in three talks. Below are some reflections 
from our retreat team.

“The retreat powerfully reminded me that 
we are called to weep with those who weep 
in our community. Sometimes I think we get 
caught up thinking we can only be present if 
we have a solution or the fix for a problem—
or have just the right words of comfort. And 
all that is great if we have it. But if we can't 
offer any of those, we can still ‘weep’ with 
those suffering in our community.  We can 
still be present with them in their pain and 
feel pain over their hurts. And we are called 
to do that.” -Allison Harrison

“I loved seeing younger women learn from 
and respond to the teaching and leadership of 
older women in our church. Since the retreat 
talks and workshops were led exclusively by 
women of Fourth, it meant a much more 
personal, close-knit experience for all those who 
attended, especially younger women. I think 
everyone came away with a stronger sense of 
the Gospel-Shaped Community we want to 
strive for at Fourth Church.” -Abigail Myrick

Five years ago, it was the typical things that 
kept me from signing up. I’d asked one or 
two people if they were going, and when they 
said they weren’t, I decided that meant none 
of my friends were going. Let’s face it. It can 
be scary to go somewhere with a lot of people 
you don’t know, or think you don’t know. Of 
course, the reality is that you are my sisters in 
Christ. Some of you may not yet be beloved 
friends, but you are beloved of Christ. So, I 
extend an invitation to each of you. Join us on 
next year’s retreat, April 20-22 at Lansdowne 
Resort and Spa with our speaker, author/
lecturer Ami Byrd. See you there!

women’s retreat
REBECCA SPARKS KOROSSY, Retreat Chair 2016-2017

Photographs: Women enjoy fellowship with each other on the Retreat.
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Circle has been an important and wonderful 
part of my life since coming to Fourth 
church over 17 years ago.  I had come from a 
significantly smaller church when I first started 
attending Fourth, and to be quite honest, I was 
very intimidated by the sheer number of people.  
But a very dear friend invited me to Circle 
where I was immediately welcomed and loved 
by a small group of women.  And it was through 
belonging and getting to know these women 
that I came to feel more at home, become more 
active in the life of our congregation, and not 
just be a face in the crowd.

Circles are made up of women from all ages 
and circumstances.  In the Esther Circle, we 
have women who have been members for 
over 30 years, and some who recently joined. 
The women are married, widowed, divorced, 
have young children, or grown children and 
grandchildren. We celebrate each other's 
joys, and comfort and pray for each other in 
difficult times. Together we learn from each 
other in how to trust in and depend on our 
Lord for everything.

Over the years I have come to appreciate two 
main components of Circle: studying God's 
Word and prayer. 

It is through the study of God's Word that 
we come to know God more intimately.  And 

studying God's Word with a group of women, 
well, we are just able to share in a different 
and more open way than we can in other 
settings. Proverbs 27:17 says, "Iron sharpens 
iron, and one man sharpens another,” and 
that is exactly what happens when women 
study God's Word together.

We do have a period of fellowship during 
each meeting time, but it is really through 
prayer that we truly get to know one another 
and relate to each other through Christ in 
a far greater way than through more casual 
conversation. Circle is a safe place to share 
our lives with one another and know that 
what we pray for will not be shared with 
others (unless requested).

So women of Fourth, please consider 
joining one of the Circles. You will be 
warmly welcomed, truly blessed, and 
will meet some new best friends. When 
Circles begin again in September, besides 
enjoying the community that Circles offer, 
ladies will be studying the Book of Judges 
using Tim Keller's Judges: The Flawed and 
the Flawless.

To find a Circle in your area, contact Jean 
Bronson at jbronson@4thpres.org.

Photographs: Esther Circle meets the second 
Tuesday of the month in Silver Spring.

Bosom Buddies is a ministry to women of Fourth Church with breast 
cancer, either in treatment or post-treatment. It has been of great 
help to me in my breast cancer journey. Diagnosed in September 
of 2014, I began treatment and was happy to learn of the formation 
of this group in January of 2015. Not typically a "support group" 
type of person, I was nonetheless happy to learn of the willingness 
of other women at Fourth to share their experiences and love.  I've 
found the group to be warm and inviting and participants range 
from the newly diagnosed, to those still in treatment, to those who 
finished treatment many (some, very many) years ago.  

Topics and format vary from month to month, but there is always 
time for sharing.  At our January meeting, Lynda McIntyre, a 
Registered Dietitian (RD, LD) with the Johns Hopkins Medical 
staff spoke to us about the importance of good nutrition during 
and after a breast cancer diagnosis. Lynda has been on staff at Johns 

Hopkins for the past 17 years and presents nationally on topics 
of nutrition.  While we ate a healthy lunch, Lynda provided the 
attendees with facts, information, and easy to incorporate tips and 
suggestions to make healthy eating simple. At the end, she took 
questions about the latest research related to diet and breast cancer.  
All in all, it was a wonderful time to focus a bit on our earthly 
physical temple and learn ways we can take care of ourselves during 
a challenging time of life.  

By joining with other women who have or are experiencing a 
similar, life-altering event, I've been able to rejoice with those 
rejoicing, comfort or be comforted, and just live a tiny bit of the 
Gospel-Shaped Community together with fellow walking wounded 
but victorious sisters in Christ.  A blessing and privilege indeed.

If you would like to learn more about Bosom Buddies, please contact 
Janet Garrison at  bosombuddies@4thpres.org.

iron sharpens iron
ELAINE HAUSCHILDT, Esther Circle

A GOSPEL-SHAPED

mini-community of encouragement
CAROL KAMINSKI, Bosom Buddies

SUMMER 2017   15 



On a bright spring Sunday in 2001, we decided to make a fresh start.  
Hesitantly handing our three children over to reassuring Sunday 
school teachers, we grabbed the cracked leather handles on the tattered 
trunk we dragged everywhere and headed to the Sanctuary.  Hidden 
deep inside the trunk were our secrets—illnesses, high hopes, dashed 
dreams, empty religiousness, indebtedness, spiritual blindness, 
heartaches, ugly old sin.  In previous churches, we had often detected 
the tantalizing aroma of spiritual nourishment, but could never find 
the feast.  Seated in the Sanctuary of Fourth Presbyterian Church, we 
sang, we prayed, we heard the gospel preached and we watched as 
a group of students, their faces aglow with hope-filled enthusiasm, 
were introduced as Summer Staff, charged with shepherding the 
middle and high schoolers. Matthew and I exchanged glances and 
smiles. Could this be the banquet we were longing to find?

Our steps to join in were tentative at first. We attended classes, men's 
breakfasts, retreats, settled our kids in choirs, said hello to other parents 
at the door to Sunday school rooms. We were meeting people, but it was 
not until we started serving that we started to feel connected: teaching 
Sunday school, singing in the choir, directing plays, teaching handbells, 
hosting a community group.

Suddenly we looked around. Our kids were off, happily playing, 
singing, growing, their faces gently pointed toward God by the loving, 
patient hands of choir directors, Sunday school teachers, and youth 

group leaders. Our tattered trunk was no lighter, though the burdens 
inside were different—parenting dilemmas, injuries, fresh illnesses, 
adoption challenges, learning challenges, new heartaches, fresh new 
sins, but never had we noticed that the trunk had so many handles.  
So many friends on whose shoulders we had wept, at whose kitchen 
tables we had cried and prayed, shared meals, celebrated, each of 
these friends grabbed a handle, making the trunk ever so much easier 
to carry. And now we had eyes to see that all the while, Jesus, the 
Bread of Life, the source of the feast, was right there, rejoicing every 
time we reached out, every time we gave or received comfort, every 
time we loved or were loved.

Now we write to say thank you for sixteen years of worshiping here 
at Fourth. In June, we packed up and made another fresh start in 
a little country village in New Hampshire. We are excited for this 
new adventure, for a chance to live closer to God’s earth, for cooler 
temperatures and more snow, for schools with rich vocational training 
opportunities for our youngest son, Jack. We will miss you. We thank 
you for encouraging us and loving us through the challenging days 
of parenting four kids. We are fallen people parenting fallen children 
in a fallen world, and we are grateful that we could be honest about 
our struggles and yet be so loved and encouraged. We thank you 
for teaching us and for preaching the gospel, Sunday by Sunday, 
without fail. We thank you for being our friends, our community, 
and sincerely hope you will come and visit us!

loved and encouraged
MATTHEW, LINDA, NICK, MICHAEL, GRACE, AND JACK ELKAN

Fourth Presbyterian Church
5500 River Road
Bethesda, MD 20816-3399 


