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In this edition of Fourth Press we focus our attention on our third core 
value, Kingdom-Advancing Multiplication. In Luke 15:1-7, Jesus makes it 
clear that seeking the lost sheep is a priority for our Good Shepherd. “What 
man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not 
leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, 
until he finds it?” (Luke 15:4). We must follow the lead of the Shepherd 
who is our model and we must seek the lost as well.

Through our Parish Shepherding Ministry, we are seeking to strengthen 
the bonds that make us a Gospel-Shaped Community. As we deepen our 
flock’s bonds of love and care, we must remember those who do not yet 
know our Good Shepherd. We always want to heed Jesus’ call to the lost 
sheep. The Good Shepherd cares for those who are in his flock and seeks 
the other sheep who are not yet in the flock. “And I have other sheep that 
are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
So there will be one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:16). 

We have a responsibility to share the gospel of Christ with our non-
Christian friends. After all, he said his sheep “will listen to his voice.” But 
how are the sheep who are not yet in the fold to hear if no one preaches to 
them?  “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone preaching?” (Romans 10:14).

Consider including specific unbelieving friends or family members in your 
daily prayers. Pray for yourself and for Fourth Church to be bold in the 
witnessing opportunities the Lord presents and winsome in our witness. 
Pray also for those missionaries the Lord has sent out from this flock to 
search for the lost sheep of the nations.

Our confidence in praying for and evangelizing our unbelieving neighbors, 
friends, and family ultimately lies in Christ’s promise that he has other 
sheep and is committed to bringing them in.

contents FALL 2017

• Sharing the good news of the gospel and calling all to believe in and 
follow Jesus Christ

• Welcoming all who want to know more about the Christian faith

• Raising up and sending out missionaries to the ends of the earth
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I first attended Fourth in September 2016.  
Experiencing a vibrant children’s ministry 
was wonderful. Eager to find a place to 
connect, I jumped at the chance to co-direct 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) this summer 
with Claire Hearle, which proved to be a 
wonderful way to meet many families and 
the staff at Fourth. 

During VBS, we learned how God created 
each one of us for his purpose with unique 
talents and abilities. VBS is a program that 
serves the families of Fourth and reaches the 
community to proclaim the Word of God.  
We had children attend VBS this year who 
had previously never stepped inside a church. 
It was amazing to watch children and adults 
with different backgrounds have fun and 
learn together that “The Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).

Although almost all of the children enjoyed 
their time at VBS, some children came 
and needed extra love and care.  The Lord 
always provides what is essential, and one of 
the biggest blessings I received during VBS 
this year was watching a rising fourth grade 
girl minister to a boy in third grade.  This 
sweet child did not feel a real connection to 
a church and wanted to go home.  I spent 
some time talking with him but made little 
headway.  He was tired and just did not 
want to be at VBS.  I finally convinced him 
to head down to his classroom.  When we 
got there a girl in his group immediately 
noticed him.  The girl approached him with 
a smile and told him she was happy he had 
come down to be with them.  I stepped 
back and watched a loving conversation 
take place.  The boy told the girl that he 
did not want to be at VBS because he was 

tired.  The girl explained she was also tired 
but when she woke up that morning she 
prayed to God to not make her tired so she 
could go to VBS and have a fun time.  She 
explained how she listened to the VBS CD 
to get motivated and praised God with her 
singing.  Then, she asked him if she could 
pray for him.  The boy agreed and the girl 
prayed to the Lord Jesus that the boy would 
not feel tired, so that he could participate 
in VBS, and that he have a great day with 
friends.  It was such a blessing to watch this 
child minister to her classmate.  

It was an honor to participate in VBS, 
and I hope you will consider how you can 
serve next summer.  It will be an abundant 
blessing to the children, other volunteers, 
and surely to you.

As a parent of elementary and middle 
schoolers in a world where the gospel is 
watered down and belittled, it brought me 
peace to have my children participate and 
learn so much at VBS in one short week.  At 
VBS they were safe and free to learn about 
their purpose, ask questions, and memorize 
Scripture in a safe and fun environment.  I 
hear too often from my children that they 
are being told things opposite or different 
from our faith, and it confuses them. They 
often equate the Bible with discipline and 
boredom which is not how VBS delivered 
the exciting realities of the gospel.

VBS had crew leaders, teachers, and staff 
teach with laughter, fun, and games all of 
the things we pray our children will believe.  
It was a joy being able to serve in a large 
group and see these precious kids learn that 
they have souls that will never die. They also 

learned they are created to glorify God and 
enjoy him forever.  I wish every week were 

as joyful and gospel-fun as VBS was for us.  
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 calls us to talk to our 

children about God's commands every day, 
when we lay down, wake up, walk along 
the road, memorize with them, bind them 
around their necks. I cannot say most days 
are like this for the Coffeys, but I can say we 
all know Joshua 1:9  now after VBS. And 
I can also say VBS was a good reminder 
that we have work to do in this life until the 
Lord takes us home. As I remember VBS 
as a child myself, I recall little snippets I 
learned that echo in my mind as an adult. 
Hopefully, some of the things my kids took 
away will stay with them forever like, "your 
body is created for you to glorify God with 
it—what you do with your hands, eyes, etc."  
Thank you to all the staff, crew leaders, 
and assistants who made VBS possible. In 
heaven I think I'll do an accounting of how 
many disciples God produced starting in 
VBS this year!

vacation bible school
reflections
K IMBERLY K ING, VBS Co-D i rector & Parent SHANNON COFFEY, VBS Vo lunteer & Parent

“THE LORD YOUR 
GOD IS WITH YOU 

WHEREVER YOU GO.”
JOSHUA 1:9
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In the fall of 1996, nine Fourth Presbyteran Church members were stuffed into a van 
and headed to New York City. We were to meet Pippa and Nicky Gumbel and attend 
their Alpha training weekend held at St. Bartholomew’s Church at 50th and Lexington.   
Nicky Gumbel, a London minister at Holy Trinity Brampton, had developed the Alpha 
Course into a blossoming movement that was sweeping across Europe and starting in the 
United States. Fourth’s Missions Pastor, Rev. Daniel Pinckney, arranged and led our foray 
to New York City.  Other members of our group included Shozo Otani, the late Henry 
Cunningham, Singh Bajwa, and me.  The training weekend was greatly inspiring and we 
returned home intent on starting the Alpha Course at Fourth.  After taking some time to 
organize and plan, we started offering three Alpha courses in 1997.

Many Fourth families have hosted the course for a total of about 50 sessions, impacting at 
least 500 lives.  The talks are inspiring and encouraging; seeing the impact the message has 
on the attendees and getting to know some amazing people have been a great joy to us.

From a participant's perspective:

“The Alpha program and format were just what I was looking for: a low key, friendly, and 
engaging group with whom to explore the truths of Christianity. Going into the Alpha 
Course, I had several lingering questions that remained obstacles to embracing the Christian 
faith. Over the ten weeks of learning from the video teaching and engaging with our small 
group and its leaders, I began to really understand the basic tenets of Christianity—the 
gospel—and what their application looks like in real life.”

what is alpha?
MARY BAJWA, A lpha Coord inator

My eight-year-old son, Joshua, has autism 
and ADHD.  My husband John and I love 
Fourth and have enjoyed our decades of 
fellowship here but sometimes struggle 
when figuring out how our family can 
comfortably fit into the body of Fourth.

In 1 Corinthians 12:22-23, Paul says 
that “the parts of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable, and on 
those parts of the body that we think less 
honorable we bestow the greater honor.” 
My special needs son, who can sometimes 
be disruptive, is apparently indispensable 
to the church body.

We are grateful for the way that Fourth 
has helped us and families like us.  Sunday 
school teachers have received Joshua with 
grace, Rebecca Fisher shadowed him 
in Sunday school one year to help him 
stay focused and calm, and pastors have 
advocated for us. Joshua is more likely to 
see Jesus in those who are treating him with 
grace, patience, and kindness than in an 
uninterrupted Bible story.

Last year, Fourth created the Discoverers 
Class at 11 a.m. for kids like Joshua who are 
high functioning but need extra support, 
and for typical peers whose families value 
inclusivity.  It has been wonderful.  Chuck 
Balch doesn’t force Joshua to sit still as he 
teaches the story, knowing that as Joshua is 
drawing nearby, he is absorbing more than it 
seems.  Joshua tells me he loves church more 
than school because he learns about God.

I wonder how many in our congregation 
have experienced sharing the gospel with 
an individual with special needs. In our 
family, it has been a challenge to explain 
Jesus to a son who only understands what 
he can see in front of him. Until recently, 
Joshua only seemed to mention God when 
something happened that he couldn’t 
explain. Most frequently, this was: “God 
broke my DVD” or “God lost my DVD.” 
Our challenge has been to try to find 
tangible ways to share the gospel with Josh. 
Once when I was praying for Joshua, God 
reminded me that even though I have no 
idea how Joshua’s mind works, God does. 
And God is revealing himself to Josh in 
unique and personal ways.

Last summer our family took a road trip 
through the Midwest and stopped at my 
alma mater, Wheaton College. I made 
sure this stop included walking through 
the Billy Graham Museum, which has a 
visual walkthrough of the Gospel. You start 
in a dark room with a cross illuminated 
in the middle, and you end in a heaven 
room, surrounded by light and clouds 
and music. It was a source of inspiration 
for me in college and I thought it might 
inspire Joshua as well. He and his brother 
were tearing through the museum, not 
looking up, and then I grabbed Joshua and 
asked him to look and tell me what he saw. 
Joshua’s gaze lifted to a painting of Jesus 
approaching the Cross. Joshua ran up to the 
painting, threw up his hands at Jesus, and 
said, “Jesus, I LOVE YOU! Please don’t die!”  

I sat down with Josh on the floor and asked 
him if he wanted to be Jesus’ friend forever. 
We started to pray, and when I said, “Now 
tell Jesus you’re sorry for the bad things 
you do,” his response was anti-climactic: 
“I don’t do bad things.” I had to give up on 
the Sinner’s Prayer, but Joshua’s response 
to Jesus’ crucifixion moved me. I wish that 
was my typical response as well.

Later that summer we visited my in-
laws’ beach house, and Joshua wanted to 
reorganize all of their DVDs. I told him he 
couldn’t because it wasn’t his house. So he 
became fixated on how to get his own beach 
house. One day he asked his dad, “Does 
Jesus have a big house?” This question 
led to a conversation about how Joshua 
could live in the biggest, best house ever 
with Jesus one day. Then, John and Joshua 
prayed together for Joshua to ask Jesus into 
his heart.

I know Joshua is only at the beginning of his 
spiritual journey, but I trust Philippians 1:6 
that the work God has begun in him will be 
carried out to completion. Joshua and his peers 
with special needs are sometimes challenging 
to communicate with, but they are beloved by 
our God and worthy of our attention.

If you would like to know more about 
the Special Blessings Ministry or would 
like to volunteer, please contact Audrey 
Muteru, Director of Special Blessings at 
amuteru@4thpres.org.

GOD IS REACHING MY UNIQUE SON 

in unique ways
JENN IFER B IDD ISON, Spec ia l  B less ings Parent

Left: Joshua at the Bi l ly Graham Museum; Center: The Biddison fami ly; 
Right: Joshua and Jennifer

Alpha

mail to: amuteru@4thpres.org
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International students had an incredible experience at the Fourth 
Church Picnic. One of our co-workers told us, “Your church is 
amazing. They have done a wonderful job of welcoming the students 
and making them feel at home.” We want to thank all those who 
made this a wonderful first-time experience for our new students.

There were 24 students from several nations. They made many 
connections with members of our church, and several church 
members followed up with students to invite them to visit Fourth. 
A number of students attended Fourth the following Sunday and 
were hosted by Mary and Singh Bajwa for lunch in their home with 
the help of other Fourth families. 

The food was awesome, and several students said how much they 
enjoyed all the options. One Indian student had two veggie burgers 
and then went back for more. Three students studying aeronautics 
at UMD connected with a Fourth member who works at NASA. 
They loved meeting him and talking about their field of study. God 
was fitting together the right Fourth people with the right students. 

Meet Michael and Maria, Fourth’s newest partners in the gospel. They have been 
impacting Southeast Asia with new disciples for Jesus Christ for 27 years. When 
Jesus gave his disciples the Great Commission in Matthew 28, he commanded them 
to make disciples and teach others to obey everything he commanded. Michael and 
Maria have spent most of their lives living among people who have had little to no 
exposure to the gospel. Michael had to learn a new language and culture in order for 
him to share and teach. They train new believers in Christ to share their new faith 
with others, even before they have all the answers. New believers joyfully share their 
salvation, fueling a movement to Christ among formerly unreached peoples. Fourth 
is privileged to support and partner with Michael and Maria in this exciting venture.

     Arab   partnershiP        Arab World Evangelical Ministers’ Association (AWEMA) is an Arab Christian organization 
working in 22 Arab countries.  Their message is directed to women and children through boys after-school programs 
to teach them life skills and godly values. Literacy classes help raise job skills for vulnerable women as well as vocational 
training which teaches students marketable skills. Women participate in awareness raising seminars concerning 
hygiene, reproductive health, and marriage. Children can feel cared for and accepted during entertainment days.  In 
1984, a number of Evangelical Christian leaders and ministers founded AWEMA.

     Turkey   partnerships 
 ▷ Leadership Development Initiative (LDI) explores Christianity with neighbors and tourists in their historic 

building by sharing Christ through art and the art of conversation, as well as training leaders in their own culture.

 ▷ International Training Institute (ITI) educates pastors from Muslim backgrounds with online and on-site 
training programs helping them to obtain a BA in Theology.

   Indonesia   partnershiP     We are part of a handful of churches from our denomination, EPC, and from the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) committed to the vision of seeing a church planting movement spread across 
Indonesia.  These partner churches meet to discuss the progress of community development projects, university 
outreach, Christian schools, and training of church planters. 

    New   York    partnershiP    Resurrection Brooklyn Relief was created to help Sheepshead Bay in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Sandy in 2012. This partnership is coming to an end in the next couple of years.  

     Romania   partnership   Romanian Christian Enterprise (RCE) is a well-known partnership because of the frequent 
mission trips to visit Darius House, Sunshine School, and Amy’s House.  RCE has created a home and a school for 
abandoned disabled orphans some of whom also suffer from mental illness due to neglect and abuse.  RCE finds 
loving homes for some of the children.  Fourth has supported RCE since 2000 with funds and other resources from 
the family of Fourth.

OUR NEWEST
GLOBAL PARTNERS:

michael and maria

When you read Jesus’ words in the Great Commission of Matthew 28:16-20, telling us to go and make 
disciples of all nations, you should feel included as a good and faithful servant. As a disciple of Jesus Christ, 
you personally may not  be going to all nations, but through your tithes at Fourth you become partners with 
missionaries reaching out to all nations. Your giving supports the work of missionaries and also enables 
six major partnerships in the USA and around the world. Together, church members and missionaries are 
responding to the Great Commission.  The partnerships are described below to help you understand where 
we’re involved and to inform your prayers. 

global   missions   and    outreach

PAMELA ROYLANCE, Loca l M iss ions Ass istant

fourth’s annual picnic
AN INTERNATIONAL PRESENCE
T IM S IGMAN, Four th M iss ionary wi th IS I

Fourth Presbyterian Church is very committed to taking the church 
into the world. As a congregation, we are blessed to have many 
men and women faithfully serving Christ in countries across the 
globe. Fourth’s Missions and Outreach has three main objectives. 
Our desire is to raise up people from our congregation to be 
missionaries for the US and abroad, to support national workers 
to be evangelists and pastors in their own countries, and to raise 
up people from our Presbyterian churches to go to the unreached 
areas of the world.

On pages 12-13, there is a map depicting Fourth’s missionary 
presence in the world. It highlights specific countries where 
missionaries focus their ministry, larger areas of focus, and Fourth’s 
six global partnerships. As you read through the list and study the 
map, please pray for our missionaries as they take God’s word to 
others globally.
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finding the gospel
in the gospels
REV. THOMAS K. MYR ICK, Pastor of Congregat iona l L i fe

12   FOURTH PRESS

Which book of the Bible do you encourage brand-new Christian 
believers to begin reading? When you encounter someone who is 
considering the claims of the Christian faith, do you recommend 
they read a particular biblical book? I suspect that for many of us, the 
answer to those questions is the same: one of the four gospels.

The Gospel of Mark is wonderful for its quick-paced movement 
that captures the exciting ministry of the Lord Jesus. Or, for the 
thematically interested reader, the Gospel of John beautifully presents 
the incarnation of the eternal Word become flesh. 

When commending the “Gospels,” do we confuse people about “the 
gospel,” or Jesus’ good news? Martin Luther, whom we commemorate 
this October on the 500th anniversary of his Ninety-Five Theses, was 
concerned about this matter. In fact, he knew that it was entirely 
possible for men and women to read the gospels, but entirely miss the 
gospel itself. For that reason, he wrote a helpful introduction in 1521 
titled, “What to Look for and Expect in the Gospels.” 

With it, Luther wants to remind us that there are not many gospels, 
but one. “There is only one gospel, but it is described by many apostles. 
Every single epistle of Paul and Peter, as well as the Acts of the Apostles 
by Luke, is a gospel,” he writes. How can this be so? It is because the 
gospel is, according to Luther, “a discourse about Christ, that he is the 
Son of God and became man for us, that he died and was raised, that 
he has been established as Lord over all things.” It is Christ crucified 
for sinners (1 Corinthians 2:2). “In German [it] means a joyful, good, 
and comforting ‘message’; and this is why the apostles are called the 
‘twelve messengers.’” 

All of the biblical books become as gospels because they all proclaim 
Christ. “All Scripture tends toward him,” wrote Luther. Christ is the 

one message proclaimed by many witnesses. “Yes even the teaching 
of the prophets, in those places where they speak of Christ, is nothing 
but the true, pure, and proper gospel—just as if Luke or Matthew had 
described it. For the prophets have proclaimed the gospel and spoken 
of Christ.”

This is so helpful to us because our tendency as fallen men and 
women is to read even gospel promises as law; that is, as command 
and instruction. But that is to change Christ into Moses, said Luther, 
“making the One who would help us into simply an instructor,” or 
merely a good example to follow. We need to be sensitive to this when 
encouraging new believers to read the Bible. We want for our friends 
to discover the Christ for who he really is in the promise of his gospel! 

And Luther helps us know what to say when sharing the gospel. 
“So you see,” he wrote, “the gospel is really not a book of laws and 
commandments which require deeds of us, but a book of divine 
promises in which God promises, offers, and gives us all his 
possessions and benefits in Christ.” Before he can be anything else for 
us, Christ must be a pure gift to us. “The chief article and foundation of 
the gospel that before you take Christ as an example you must accept 
and recognize him as a gift, as a present that God has given you and 
that [he] is your own.” Wherever we read, wherever we hear, however 
the gospel comes, it is “Christ coming to you, or you being brought to 
him…If you pause here and let him do you good, that is, if you believe 
that he benefits and helps you, then you really have it. Then Christ is 
yours presented to you as a gift.” 

More than anything else, we want our friends, family members, and 
neighbors to receive Christ as a gift. With Luther, let us labor to help 
others read the gospels with benefit to their consciences.

From July 9-14, Taylor Davis and I, along with 15 rising eighth graders and 
two volunteers, traveled to York, Pennsylvania, for our annual mission trip. We 
purposefully take eighth graders only, as we want our oldest middle school grade 
to learn self-sacrificial, others-centered love. We want them to come back with a 
mindset of servant-leadership for them to lead middle school by example. 

In York, our youth divided into three separate groups. One group worked at 
a community garden, helping to weed, water, harvest vegetables, and dig new 
walking paths. Another group of students worked at an elementary school on 
many jobs that helped the school run better—sorting, filing, and cleaning. And 
our last group, which I led, served at a nursing home under the direction of a 
pastor named Larry, whose enthusiasm and joy in ministering to and serving the 
elderly impacted our kids tremendously.

After a day of service, we would shower and return to Logos Academy, the school 
where we stayed, for dinner and a short program. From 8:00 p.m. afterward, 
Taylor and I structured group bonding activities—games, a time of sharing in a 
circle, and prayer. Prayer was especially encouraging, as Taylor and I split students 
up into partners, creating a place for our kids to open up more with one another 
and pray to him who is our fortress and deliverer (Psalm 18:2).

Before the trip, Taylor and I told the kids to prepare their testimonies. This was 
to be one of the first times that they had ever formulated in words Christ’s work 
of redemption in their own lives. Testimony night, a microcosm of the whole 
trip, was nothing short of incredible because we saw how amazingly God works 
even in those who are so young. Our kids affirmed one another after each gave 
their testimony, and the whole grade was “knit together in love” (Colossians 2:2).

Please, pray that God would continue sanctifying our eighth graders and growing 
them in love. And pray that God would bless 2018’s trip to upstate New York!

eighth grade 
missions trip
HARR IS ADAMS, Midd le Schoo l D i rector
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to speak
or not to speak?

that’s a good question

DR. ROBERT NORR IS, Teach ing Pastor

Every believer faces the issue of what to say to non-Christian friends 
about our faith, especially when we are uncertain as to their reaction. Many 

have decided to say nothing and taken refuge in the saying of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the Sermon on the Mount, “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do 

not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to 
attack you.” In many ways, misunderstanding this difficult verse has led to various 

interpretations. Some have seen this as Jesus correcting his earlier stricture of 
“judge not that you be not judged,” thus permitting them to be a  little bit critical; 
others have seen it as their  justification for not sharing the gospel on the basis they 
will not be heard by non-Christians.

What Jesus is addressing is our relationships with non-Christians and our commitment 
to share with them the gospel of Christ because they had discovered the value of the 
pearl of great price and it is inestimable! Jesus wants his disciples to know how to 
share the gospel. He wanted them as he does us to be sensitive to the pace of the 

work of God in their lives. That is another reason he used the example of household 
pigs and dogs. If you give them pearls to eat, they will find them only hard and 

indigestible and spit them out, no matter their value. And he gave warning 
that we need to be sensitive to the spiritual interest and place of the hearer. 

Otherwise the result will be a predictable rejection. The consequence may 
even be that the hearers will turn upon the believers. 

The way in which we share the gospel must honor God’s timing and 
we must not be content to simply announce the truth without 

regard to those who receive it. It is an admonition to 
us all as we seek to share the riches of our 

discovery of grace.

philemon project
BEIRUT MISSIONS TRIP  |  JULY 10-14, 2017
ANNE MCMURRY, Miss ions Tr ip Par t ic ipant

What is it like to travel to the Middle East 
during vast worldwide terror acts? My 
experience in joining our fellow sojourners 
in Beirut this summer was a mixture of 
eye-opening discoveries of people in need, 
infused with a revelation of who God 
is. We saw him at work in this beautiful 
biblical land. Crowded refugee camps in the 
countryside juxtaposed against the peaceful 
mountains and the Mediterranean Sea. 
People in need of a Savior who desires the 
best for their families—just as we are. 

Why did we go? God asks us to share 
his truth and love, and we answered a 
personal call to accept the invitation of 
Fourth missionaries, Robby and Joyce. The 
mission of the Philemon Project Beirut, an 
early childhood learning center and adult 
mentoring program, is to “focus on the 
(mostly Muslim) children of low-income 
immigrant workers and refugee Syrians, 
providing quality care and an avenue along 
which Christ may be made known to the 
children and their parents.”

Robby and Joyce moved forward to fill a 
practical need for children 1-4 years old. 
They did not attend public schools and did 
not otherwise have a healthy daycare or 
education alternative. Many of them were 
left locked in their homes for the day or 
placed in underfunded and understaffed 
daycare facilities. Robby and Joyce could not 

stand by as these marginalized children and 
families were not cared for, loved, or taught. 
God has led the way for Robby and Joyce as 
he provided a safe and affordable space and 
staffed the school with Christian teachers who 
are very gifted and pour their hearts and souls 
into this mission. They care for the parents 
by offering parenting programs and loving 
them. These parents often live marginalized 
lives with none of the respect and care that 
they deserve as God’s image bearers.

Monday through Friday, our team of ten 
worked at the daycare center by serving 
and caring for the teachers, parents, and 
tiny ones. We taught Bible stories, played, 
sang, squeezed, and kissed the children. In 
addition to helping at the daycare center, 
Fourth’s education and health professional 
team members provided brief seminars on 
a variety of topics requested by the teachers. 
We were so dependent on our Savior and so 
connected to one another, and felt similarly 
connected to the very ones we came to serve. 
God was in our midst as we began every 
morning in God’s Word and in prayer as a 
team. In the afternoon, we shared devotions 
with the daycare staff. This time was 
rejuvenating and knit our hearts together. 

On a personal note, what had a significant 
impact on me? One evening, a few of us 
attended a Syrian Refugee Bible study 
sponsored by our partner church. We started 

by praising the Lord for how he provided 
through the week. We heard about two life 
saving moments when one woman was 
almost hit by a car and another was almost 
electrocuted. My favorite testimony was from 
a woman whose husband did not approve of 
her attending the weekly Bible study. She 
explained that “God locked her husband out 
of their house” the week before while she 
was at the study. When he got locked out, 
he walked to find her and sat quietly in the 
back of the room until the study was over. 
He heard the truth of God’s word proclaimed 
and left radiant. He told his wife how much 
he enjoyed the study and they have enjoyed 
an unusually peace-filled time together since. 
God is moving in vivid ways in this land. We 
were touched by their stories focused on 
praising the Lord even when their day-to-
day survival is a challenge. 

Currently, the center has a long waiting 
list, so we join Robby, Joyce, and their 
team in the desire to open new centers to 
provide for this underserved community 
and pray God will provide. For more 
information about this ministry, check 
out www.theoutreachfoundation.org/
updates/2016/5/18/philemon-project-
preschool-may-2016-update. 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
your Spirit,” Philemon 1:25.

http://www.theoutreachfoundation.org/updates/2016/5/18/philemon-project-preschool-may-2016-update
http://www.theoutreachfoundation.org/updates/2016/5/18/philemon-project-preschool-may-2016-update
http://www.theoutreachfoundation.org/updates/2016/5/18/philemon-project-preschool-may-2016-update
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The deacons long that every person would come to know the love and salvation that Jesus extends to them.  As deacons, this is right at our 
back door when we answer the calls from the deacon helpline. The deacon helpline can be called any time and is checked daily by the duty 
deacons.  Did you know that many of our calls are from those not connected to Fourth and maybe not connected to Christ? Our ministry 
brings the church in contact with many non-Christians. How do we use this opportunity God has given to us? 

When responding to the helpline, we follow important and helpful guidelines from our Deacon Manual to keep us consistent with our 
ministry, but we also have the opportunity to share the gospel, pray with those requesting assistance, and invite them to Fourth.  As a 
mercy ministry, we meet people’s needs through deeds (money for food, shelter, medical, etc.), but we cannot dismiss our responsibility 
to bring words of comfort and proclaim the gospel.  We do this because of a deep appreciation of the grace of God.  It begins by 
reflecting God’s love through our return phone call.  We listen and express both compassion and understanding while obtaining pertinent 
information.  If an appointment is set up, it is our practice to meet with them on Sunday morning as an opportunity to invite them to 
one of our Sunday services.  When meeting with clients, we always begin with prayer.  We talk about their physical needs and if they’re a 
non-Christian, we talk about their faith journey. We share the gospel, offer a Bible or gospel tract, or share our testimony.   We welcome 
them to be part of our community of faith.  We look to Christ to show us how we are to help clients whether meeting their physical needs 
or spiritual needs but always to glorify God.

how do 
the deacons share 
the good news 
of the gospel?
LEE THORSON, Deacon

“I PRAY THAT THE SHARING 
OF YOUR FAITH MAY BECOME 
EFFECTIVE FOR THE FULL 
KNOWLEDGE OF EVERY 

GOOD THING THAT IS IN US 
FOR THE SAKE OF CHRIST.” 

PHILEMON 6:1

nominating committee
JOHN R ITTERPUSCH, E lder

With each passing season, and until Christ’s glorious return, the work here 
at Fourth Church marches on.  Much of the laboring is out of sight and in 
discreet service to the Lord, accomplishing the task set before us. The energies 
of the Nominating Committee are one such effort, as they have a significant 
task, that is vital to church function: that of presenting qualified candidates for 
the slate of church officers. 

Members who have had the privilege of serving on the committee can attest 
to what a blessing that has been in their lives. For example, one past member 
said, “I found it to be enormously encouraging to hear the testaments to God’s 
work in the lives of Fourth’s members.” Another, having served three times, 
was pleased to see God bring candidates that were “true believers and faithful 
to God’s Word.”  

Still others offer up these benefits of participating in the selection process:

• “It provided me a better understanding of  Church Bylaws and the 
Westminster Confession of Faith each time I served.”

• “It challenged me with the same questions the committee posed to the 
candidates in their interviews.”

• “I was confident that the nominees we presented all stood firmly on 
God’s Word and Fourth’s reformed doctrine.”

• “I was blessed by getting acquainted with other Nominating 
Committee members.”

• “I have a responsibility to help select our future leaders and this is a 
personal blessing to me.” 

As you can see, these manifold spiritual blessings are a powerful testimony to 
God’s hand of direction in this selection process and in the life of Fourth!

If you have read this far and feel the Lord may be leading you in this direction, 
but have some reservations, read on.  A common concern shared by many was 
not having a broad enough circle of Fourth friends and acquaintances. One 
committee member shared that, “not knowing many members turned out to be 
less of a reservation and more of an opportunity” as she had to meet a diverse 
group of potential church officers in a personal and Christ-centered conversation. 
This opens the door to more meaningful dialogue, apart from the interviews, and 
creates new friends and relationships down the road and into eternity. 

If the blessing, fellowship, and joy in seeing the Lord’s hand guide hearts and 
minds in discerning his tangible will for Fourth’s leadership needs is important 
to you, then prayerfully consider serving on the Nominating Committee. You 
can contact Joe Fisher at nominations@4thpres.org for more information.
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KAREN MYERS, Parent

Amanda Westly is a connector of people, and this has been evident in her 
almost six years as Director of Children’s Ministry, Nursery-Pre-K. New 
families enter Fourth, and if they cross paths with her, they are welcomed, 
cared for, and grafted into the life of Fourth. A visitor recently wrote to 
Carol Van Duzer and Amanda, “Without your kind welcome, I might have 
never come back and brought my family.”

She wields a profound knowledge of Scripture to encourage and pray more 
deeply for others—and she is always available to pray for you. “She’s the 
definition of a prayer warrior,” Laura Morgan, her former assistant, wrote. 
“Her little, kind words of encouragement, hugs and prayers have a huge impact 
on all those blessed to know her.”

During her time in Children’s Ministry, Amanda has expanded our nursery 
and preschool curriculums to help caregivers talk more freely to small 
children about Jesus. She reassures parents that they’re doing a good job 
and that God is in control.

Perhaps the best way she teaches about God’s sovereignty is during the lively 
seasonal plays she crafts and directs. (Amanda refers to the day of a performance 
as “Divine Intervention Day.”) Sometimes it looks chaotic, but the kids are 
really paying attention. She ensures that they understand the experience of the 
characters by steeping them in scripture. And she’s intentional in her music 
selection—it, too, is steeped in scripture and brings cohesion to the production. 

Lisa Smith remembers Amanda’s Vacation Bible School closing prayer. “She 
prayed that the seeds planted would take root in these children’s hearts...I 
loved that picture—and how true it is that we can plant seeds, but only God 
can cause them to grow.”

We may be saying goodbye to Amanda as Director of Children’s Ministry, 
Nursery-Pre-K, but we are blessed she will remain an active member of our 
family of faith for years to come.

thank 
you,

amanda!

SEEDS PLANTED 
WOULD TAKE 
ROOT IN THESE 
CHILDREN’S 
HEARTS...

MARY CLARK

30 years and more at fourth
JOE ANN STENSTROM, Cho i r Member

Mary Clark began her music career as an 
elementary school music teacher.  Teaching 
and English change ringing in the bell tower 
at the National Cathedral set the stage for 
her work at Fourth.

In 1981, a former music director, learned 
that Mary was a ringer at the Cathedral, 
and persuaded her to start an adult handbell 
choir, recruiting 10 of her musical friends.  
That choir continued to 1986 when The 
King’s Ringers, the four-in-hand choir, was 
formed.  In 1984, Mary was asked to start 
a children’s bell choir, beginning with 12 
children.  Eventually, she was directing two 
choirs – Ring Forth! for children grades 4-7 
and Bells of the Trinity for high school youth.

Thanks to Mary, we have a set of high 
quality bells from the ancient Whitechapel 
Bell Foundry in London.  She had saved 
for a handbell set of her own from that 
company, with a two and a half year wait for 
production.  In the meantime, she married 
Joe and that money went for a much needed 
washer and dryer!  Fourth’s Music Director 
wanted the church to have a set of bells, so 
she gave her order to him, and in 1975 the 
first set of bells for the music ministry was 

purchased.  There are now three sets of bells 
used in worship services.  

By 1987, Mary was officially on staff as 
Instrumental Music Coordinator.  Her 
role was eventually expanded to include 
scheduling instrumental groups, hiring 
instrumentalists for small ensembles, and 
hiring accompanists for the Sanctuary 
Choir. Amateur instrumentalists at Fourth 
desired an opportunity to play in worship.  
In 1987, Mary premiered as director of  the 
newly formed Fourth Orchestra.  As a result 
of her expanded responsibilities, her title 
changed to Director of Instrumental Music.  

A vital part of her ministry has been 
ministry trips for the children and high 
school handbell choirs to lead in worship at 
various venues away from Fourth.  For the 
older handbell choir, the annual weekend 
trip has a mission’s emphasis, and they play 
in churches and retirement homes. As an 
added incentive for teens, she includes a 
fun activity, such as a visit to Niagara Falls 
when playing in Canadian churches, white 
water rafting when playing at a church in 
Tennessee, and visits to King’s Dominion, 
Busch Gardens, and Hershey Park.  The 

highlight for this group was a longer trip 
to Hungary and Romania in 2001, working 
with Fourth missionary, Nina Stephenson, 
and Romanian Christian Enterprises.  Until 
it was evident the Lord was in this, Mary 
would not agree to go—plans fell into place, 
doors opened, and money raised, then she 
knew.  In July of 2001, seven adults and 15 
teens flew to Hungary and delivered choir 
chimes to both Hungarians and Romanians.

Working with the handbell choirs and the 
orchestra, Mary emphasizes leading in 
worship. Evidence of her leadership and 
influence on all ages is authenticated by 
musicians from the church and beyond 
who want to play at Fourth and the former 
handbell ringers who return to thank her 
years later. Thanks, Mary, for 30 years and 
more at Fourth.
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make disciples of all nations
BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS

MEDIA CENTER

The Media Center has various materials that discuss the mission to make disciples of all 
nations. This list provides a few books written by missionaries, theologians and pastors. 

Christopher Wright challenges the 
typical Christian’s understanding of 

“missions” in The Mission of God’s 
People: A Biblical Theology of Church’s 

Mission. Through biblical theology, 
Wright examines God’s big-picture 
plan and the purpose of his church. 

Call Number: 262.7 W948

Michael Horton discusses 
reconnecting the church with the 

mission Jesus gave to make disciples 
of all nations in his book The Gospel 

Commission: Recovering God’s 
Strategy for Making Disciples. Three 
sections outline this mission: “The 

Great Announcement,” “The Mission 
Statement,” and “The Strategic Plan.” 

Call Number: 266 H823

Elizabeth Brady’s The Unlikely 
Missionary is a fictional novel  
based on her time as a short-
term missionary in Burkina Faso. 
Elizabeth grew up in the suburbs of 
Washington, D.C. and felt her time 
in West Africa was life changing. 

Call Number: AAU F BRA

Tim Keesee discusses how God is  
at work in his travelogue, Dispatches 
from the Front: Stories of Gospel 
Advance in the World’s Difficult 
Places. He recounts incredible stories 
of God’s people from all over the 
globe from China to Afghanistan. 

Call Number: 266 K26 

Timothy Keller’s book Center Church: 
Doing Balanced Gospel-Centered 

Ministry in Your City is a collection 
of essays on the theological vision 

for ministry. These essays focus on 
gospel-centered, city-centered, and 
movement-centered commitments. 

Call Number: 253.09 K29

Robert Lupton wrote Toxic Charity: 
How Churches and Charities Hurt Those 
They Help (and How to Reverse It) to 
bring light to the effects of modern 
charity. He provides a new model for 
serving the needy and impoverished 
members of our communities. 

Call Number: 261.83 L966 

Scot McKnight examines the 
meaning of the word “kingdom” 

in Kingdom Conspiracy: Returning 
to the Radical Mission of the Local 

Church. He does this through the use 
of biblical concepts in order to offer a 
vision for the contemporary church. 

Call Number: 231.73 M159   

John Piper examines the biblical 
defense of God’s supremacy and the 
ultimate goal of the church in Let the 
Nations Be Glad: The Supremacy of 
God in Missions. He defines the scope 
of what it means to reach “all nations” 
and pleads for God-centered ministry. 

Call Number: 266 P665


