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Shepherding the Flock
Todd Smedley, Senior Pastor

Serving as your pastor brings many blessings for which I am 
grateful. One blessing is to work alongside the elders of Fourth 
Church. For the past year, they have collectively and individually 
provided me with wise counsel and encouraging support. It is a 
privilege to serve this body of Christ in partnership with them.

One new initiative we have begun is to hold an annual gathering 
with all of Fourth’s elders.  This gathering is for the purpose of providing feedback and 
counsel on future vision and for prayer. You may not be aware that, in accordance with 
Presbyterian governance, once the congregation elects an elder, he is always an elder. 
Even after he may serve for two three-year terms on the Session, he is still a ruling elder. 
For us, this means we have upwards of 70 elders as a part of our community of faith. This 
is a remarkable blessing and provides much needed stability.

This month, on October 22, all of your elders, not just the Session, will gather for a 
“College of Elders” retreat where we will begin taking a hard look at how we as elders 
are shepherding the flock. Our goal is to develop a comprehensive, yet sustainable, 
shepherding plan so that every member is known and cared for by an elder. God calls 
us to shepherd you, “not under compulsion but willingly as God would have us, not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in our charge but being examples 
to the flock” (1 Peter 5:2-3). For a church of our size, this is a daunting endeavor, yet we 
believe this is what God has called us to do and we trust he will guide and strengthen us 
by his Spirit to this end.

As this initiative begins to take shape over the next months, and perhaps years, I ask you 
to pray for your elders. You will be much in our prayers when we gather on the 22nd; there 
would be no greater encouragement than to know that we are also in your prayers. 
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Deacons Corner
Lee Thorson, Deacon

The Thanksgiving Bag Project is in the works. The Deacons enjoy preparing these Thanksgiving Bags for families, 
local missionaries, and others needing encouragement and support. This is a reminder that we could really use 
your help in finding those within our church family and community who could benefit from a Thanksgiving bag. 
Bag nomination forms are available in the Main Office and Media Center. Please fill out a nomination form, drop it off in the 
Main Office and we will take care of the rest. The deadline is October 30.
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Anne M. Wetzell | August 25, 2016 
Wife of Howard B. Wetzell 

Mother of Diane Chucker (Craig)  
Grandmother of Stephanie Chucker, Brittany Chucker,  

and Ashley Gartner (Jason) 
Great-grandmother of two 

 

Birth
Elizabeth Davenport Korossy | September 28, 2016 

Daughter of Arpad and Valerie Korossy
Granddaughter of Zoltan and Katalin Korossy  

and Ronald and Susan Petitte
Great-granddaughter of Joan Schnabel

Milestones

Church Triumphant

Fourth Family

You may have noticed a change to our masthead. In October 1977, the feature article of Fourth Press stated, “There’s a 
revival taking place in Fourth Church and you’re a part of it. Fourth Press is not new. It is a revival of a newsletter originated 
many years ago by Milton Chase.” In honor of the first Fourth Press  published 39 years ago this month, we recreated the 
original masthead. 

Waverly Shoemaker | September 28, 2016
Daughter of Joey and Mackenzie Shoemaker
Granddaughter of Bill and Laurie Shoemaker
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Grief Share Support Group
  Matilde Palmer

The dictionary defines grief as “a deep sorrow mostly 
associated with the death of someone we love.” This 
experience of sorrow that has touched many, sooner or later, 
will touch every human being that exists on this planet. This 
certainty doesn’t take away the reality that losing someone 
we love almost always surprises us and finds us unprepared.

The process of grieving is personal, deep, and can last a 
very long time regardless of how fulfilling or tumultuous our 
relationship with the departed person was. Feelings of guilt 
and remorse, shocking disbelief, and profound sadness, all 
mixed together, can become a heavy burden that can weigh 
us down.

Our loving Creator, who knows us better than we know 
ourselves, also suffered the experience of loss. When Jesus 
was on his way to Bethany, he wept and grieved knowing that 
his dear friend Lazarus was dead, although he also knew that 
he would be alive again because he was going to raise him 
from the dead.  Jesus understood the terrible separation that 
death imposed. When Martha came to him with questions 
he responded,  “I am the Resurrection and the Life.”  The 
earth quaked with pain when God the Father experienced the 
death of his only Son.  Death, no matter who experiences it, is 

the terrible consequence of sin that has a devastating effect 
on those who are left behind.

In Hebrews 4:15-16, God reminds us that we can always come 
to him because we have a High Priest who is in touch with our 
reality because he also was tried and tested, just as we are.  
Let’s receive from God what he is so ready to give...Mercy and 
Grace.  Grieving is challenging and often times unbearable, 
but we are not alone. He will be with us all the way through 
if we trust him. We need to learn to put our hands into the 
hands of the one who can understand our sorrow, our guilt, 
and our loneliness.  Trusting him with all our heart will give us 
his perfect peace, a peace that passes all understanding.  Our 
reality may not change but his peace can carry us through so 
that we will feel the warmth of the sun again, strengthening 
our journey.

Grieving can be long and isolating but you don’t have to face 
it alone!  Our Grief Ministry at Fourth Presbyterian Church 
doesn’t intend to provide all the answers to your questions, 
but it does provide an opportunity to learn from others and 
be supported by and give support to those who may share a 
similar journey with you.

Getting connected in a new environment can be 
challenging, particularly in a large church like Fourth. In 
an effort to reach out to the many visitors who join us for 
worship on Sundays, we host a special luncheon four times 
a year. Invitations are mailed to those who fill in a Visitor 
Card or a pew sheet. Our hope and prayer is that the Lord 
will make each of us sensitive and alert to those who come 
here for the first time as we sit beside them in the pews 
and pass them in the corridors. The luncheons take place 
immediately following the 11am service in the Upper Room 
and have been so successful recently that groups are often 
still engaged in conversation well into the afternoon.  So far 
this year (February, May and September) 66 visitors have 
joined pastors and members for good food, fellowship and 

an opportunity to learn about the variety of ministries.  
We are encouraged to note from the list of attendees 
that many have subsequently pursued membership and 
are now serving in some capacity or are actively engaged 
in Community Groups.   We come to church to hear the 
Word of God, but most of us would agree that it is also 
a sense of belonging that draws us back each week.  It is 
our hope that no visitor will leave Fourth without being 
welcomed. Whenever you encounter visitors to our church, 
please make sure that they are aware of the date for the 
next Visitors Luncheon; the next New Visitors Welcome 
Lunch is scheduled for November 20.  Anyone interested 
in being involved in this ministry should contact Charlotte 
FitzGerald, cfitzgerald@4thpres.org.

N
E

W VISITORS WELCOME
LU N C H E O NSuzanne Lawson 
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It’s that time of year to start planning for the holidays.  At the 
service on Thanksgiving morning, there will be baskets for a food 
offering at all doors going into the sanctuary.  Faith in Action will 
be collecting and distributing those items.  Canned meat such 
as chicken and tuna are wonderful donation items as well as 

any item that would go into a 
child’s lunchbox.  

Central Union Mission’s Family 
Ministry will distribute over 
1,500 gift bags on Saturday, 
December 17.   The Family of 
Fourth will contribute 100 gift 
bags and some new toys to 
that large number of families 
being served.  On December 
10, at the Star of Bethlehem’s 
Angel Tree Party, the Family of 
Fourth is the sole sponsor 

of everything: the gifts, the food, and the entertainment.  Last 
year, it was a blessing to see several of our children and their 
parents playing and singing carols with our guests.  The most 
joyful part was the line-up of children singing the Twelve Days 
of Christmas.  Nate Robbins, Youth Ministries Director, will again 
be organizing the children’s transportation to and from the party 
this year. Parents are more than welcome to come and join in on 
the fellowship with our guests.  Last year Nate did not miss the 
opportunity to tell the children that Jesus was the reason for the 
season, not Santa Claus.

Start your Christmas shopping early this year by contacting 
faithinaction@4thpres.org with your age and gender request, 
and we will send you the name of a child from Central Union 
MIssion or Star of Bethlehem. It is a blessing to witness the Family 
of Fourth come together year after year with their gifts to show 
the love of Christ to those who are less fortunate.  The children 
and their families are blessed by the love of Christ through our 
Faith in Action.

Thanksgiving and Christmas Blessings for All

WINDOWS ON THE WORLD 

Serving as Senders
Melody Israti, Director of Missions and Outreach

Most Christians long to see everyone turn to Christ and join his 
invisible kingdom of believers around the world. Yet most of us are 
called to be senders not goers. That is, we are meant to stay at home 
and express our missionary spirit by sending out others from among 
us. But our role in world evangelization is in no way less than that of 
a missionary’s. A missionary can’t get to the mission field without us. 

We can serve as senders in a variety of ways. Here are three ways to 
encourage our missionaries: 

1. Give moral support. Learn all you can about missions and the needs 
in other parts of the world. Then say to your missionary friends, “Be 
strong and of good courage” (Joshua 1:7). This encouragement is 
needed all the time. Ask to receive their newsletters and stay in touch. 
Pray for them and pray for the people they mention in their letters. 

2. Give logistical support. Help our missionaries prepare for the field 
by helping them dispose of their household things or help store them. 
Provide babysitting so parents can get ready for the move. Provide 
schooling materials so parents can help their children keep up with 
English once they live abroad. Help send out their newsletters and 
keep others informed of their missionary activity. 

3. Financial support. Trust that even a small donation to a missionary makes a big difference in their lives. Even if they have all the 
support they need, they are aware of many needs all around them and they will use any extra donations to run their ministries. 

Pamela Roylance, Urban Ministry Assistant
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One Saturday night awhile back, I called my friend Kim in Seattle. 
She had led me to the Lord years earlier and I asked her to join 
me in praying that God would reveal a new opportunity for me to 
serve as a part of the body of Christ. 

The very next morning, I sat in my usual place at the 8am service 
at Fourth. Carmen and Mihai Bocsa of Romanian Christian 
Enterprises shared their vision for a home for disabled orphan 
children with us that day.  When they said they were in need of 
‘MEDICAL HELP’ I thought it worth a conversation even though I 
really knew NOTHING about Romania and had little experience 
treating children.

After the service, I approached their Executive Director, Mary 
Ann Bell, and told her that I was a physical therapist and was 
WILLING TO HELP.  Mary Ann told me that I was the ‘answer to 
their prayers’ as they had been looking for a physical therapist to 
join their team.

That was 17 years ago. My life was forever changed. 

It was all so simple, wasn’t it? I was looking for something, I 
prayed. God was working all along and just wanted me to join him.

I have been to Romania dozens of times since, and I have 
witnessed MIRACLES! 

An extended family reunited with an orphan child after years of 
searching, a little boy taking steps when every medical professional 

said walking was impossible. God transforming one life after 
another—disabled orphan child, broken family, poor widow, ME.

When I returned home from my first trip to Romania, I very quickly 
realized that I was not at all the person I was before I left.  All the 
discomfort and uncertainty I felt as I prepared for the trip, only 
drew me closer to God and made me more dependent on Him, 
in the end.

It was no longer about me and what I wanted, but about God 
and what he wanted. I realized the futility of my own ways and 
experienced a radical change in my life as I began to understand 
what God desired for me.

As uncomfortable as it can be, there is such freedom that comes 
with relinquishing control and trusting the Spirit’s leading.

Four weeks from now, I will be back in Romania partnering with 
God in his work there. Serving alongside dedicated believers who 
have little, yet have so much at the very same time.

My prayer is that each one of us would embrace that willingness 
to be just a bit uncomfortable and join in on the work that God is 
already doing all around us.

If you’d like to hear more about what God is doing through RCE, 
please join us in the Upper Room on Friday, October 21st from 
7-9pm for a program and light dinner. RSVP online at rcenterprises.
org.

Looking for a Place to Serve

Marti (R) with Natalia (L), the physical therapist at the Darius 
Houses, with one of RCE’s recent Walkathon/Fun Run guests, 
Florinel.

Marti and Florinel again, this time with Cipri, one of RCE’s 
physical therapists at the Sunshine School.

Marti Carroll, Fourth Member and RCE Board Member
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Cuba, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, China, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, France, Germany, 

Guatemala, India, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Madagascar, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Sri 

Our ministry for Internationals, ESOL (English for Speakers 
of Other Languages), began September 14 and welcomes 62 
students from 24 countries (with China leading the pack at 
eleven and Peru following with seven).  And we know many more 
will come as the year continues. 

What a privilege to have these fine men and women come to 
our church where we have the opportunity to teach them our 
language and our culture while we get to know them! Of the 62 
students that come: 15 are what we’ve identified as “advanced,” 
14 are “advanced intermediate,” 15 are “intermediate,” nine 
are “beginner,” and nine “basic” (practically unale to speak any 
English at all).

They fill our classrooms, gather for refreshments in Halverson 
Hall, hear a short devotional, sing a song or two, and some even 
join us for Fourth Night dinner!

We give thanks for each and every one that the Lord has sent our 
way and pray that we will serve them well.  We also give thanks 
for the many who are involved in making this ministry work.  
Presently seventeen members of Fourth are serving in ESOL (and 
that’s not one too many!). 

Maybe you’d like to be a part of this ministry by helping on 
Wednesdays nights (and there are lots of different ways to help) 
or possibly you’d like to come alongside one of our students.  A 
good way to do that would be to invite them into your home for 
Sunday dinner or for a holiday meal.  Or if you know of someone 
who needs help with English, please invite them.  New students 
are tested and placed in classrooms every week. 

If you have questions or would like to help in any way, contact Bill 
Bronson at esol@4thpres.org.

The World Comes to Fourth

Indonesia is the world’s fourth largest nation and the largest 
Muslim nation. Over 19,200 islands and many religions, 
languages, and cultures are spread across Southeast Asia in 
an area wider than the United States. In spite of opposition, in 
recent years many Muslims have put their faith in Christ. God is 
working mightily, and in 2013 several Reformed churches met 
together to ask how they should respond. Fourth is part of this 
partnership which is reaching out through evangelism, medical 
care and education to come alongside the Indonesian church to 
build up the Christian body so that they will be more effective 
in spearheading outreach to unreached Muslim areas with the 
gospel while the door remains open.  At the heart of this outreach 
is a Christian medical school and university where Indonesians are 

being trained in many disciplines. They are asking us to send highly 
qualified PhD educated and professionally experienced people to 
augment their staff of professors in all areas including business, 
pharmacy, design, music, architecture, law, political science, 
nursing, medicine, engineering, hospitality, and education. If you 
are a doctor qualified to teach in a medical school or a teacher 
with a Masters or PhD willing to teach any subject, you could 
take advantage of this opportunity for a two year contract with 
a salary, housing and transportation provided without raising any 
support. What an opportunity to advance God’s kingdom and have 
an international adventure! Contact Melody Istrati, Director of 
Missions and Outreach, for more information, misrati@4thpres.
org. 

Exciting Opportunities in Indonesia
Janie Randell

Bill Bronson
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Jean Bronson, Director of Women’s Ministries

Hopefully, by now, you’ve read or heard about Life-on-Life, the 
new program Women’s Ministries is beginning.

It is our response to Paul’s instruction to Timothy, known as the 
Titus 2 Mandate -

“….teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, 
not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach 
what is good.  Then they can train the younger women ….”  The 
combination of younger women who are teachable and godly 
older women who are willing to open their hearts gives us the 
privilege of obeying the Titus mandate.

In September and October, a lovely group of women feeling 
God’s call to serve as “mentors” attended training sessions.  

Over the six weeks they heard about and discussed -  
 week 1 Fourth’s Vision and the Theology of Titus 2  
 week 2 The Method and Mechanics of Life-on-Life  
 week 3 Reading the Bible Together 
 week 4 Discussion of Susan Hunt’s book Spiritual   
  Mothering  
 week 5   Potential Pitfalls   
 week 6   Healthy Boundaries (What Life-on-Life is.  
  What Life-on-Life is not.)

And now that our mentors have been trained, we’re looking for 
mentees - younger ladies (college and beyond), who would like 
to meet with a spiritual mentor one hour a week to read the 
Bible and talk.  The relationship will last from January to mid 
May at which time a mentor will move on to meet with another 
younger lady and the mentee will have the opportunity to be 
mentored by another godly woman.

What are the criteria for a Life-on-Life Mentee? – that she be 
teachable, reliable, and a member of Fourth.

If you feel this would be helpful in your spiritual growth OR 
would like to know more information, please contact us at life-
on-life@4thpres.org.  

The answer? They have been the sites of fun, exploration 
and experiencing God’s incredible creation first hand with 
the women of Fourth.  We have shared picnic lunches on 
mountaintops or by the canal, eaten together in quaint 
cafes, gotten lost, found our way again, and enjoyed special 
moments of fellowship and laughter. I think most women 
who have participated would agree! Every year we have at 
least one Great Outdoor Adventure; this year we have picked 
a hike that is little more adventurous than some we have 
done in the past.  We will be hiking the Maryland Heights 
Loop in Harper’s Ferry.  This  hike features a spectacular 
overlook of Harper’s Ferry and the Potomac and Shenandoah 
rivers.  However, it doesn’t come easily. So if you are up for 
a “moderately challenging, but fun” adventure, join us on 
Saturday, October 29.  We’ll meet in the Fourth parking lot 
at 8am and be back by late afternoon. You can also drive 
on your own and meet us there. Bring water and snacks 
you might enjoy. Following our hike, we will plan to have 
lunch together at one of the restaurants in Harper’s Ferry. 
If you would like to come this Women of Fourth outdoor 
adventure, please sign up in Halverson Hall on October 9, 
16, or 23rd or email  Betsy West at wofhike@4thpres.org.

What do Billy Goat Trail, Old 
Rag, Rock Creek Park, Theodore 
Roosevelt Island, Sugar Loaf 
Mountain, and Great Falls have 
in common?
Betsy West, Hiker
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Eighth in a Series
Just like they did ten years ago, today the Men of Fourth still gather in the Upper Room on alternate Tuesdays to eat breakfast  and 
fellowship together. In just a few weeks, Women of Fourth head out on a great outdoor adventure (page 7), while ten years ago, 
women enjoyed a bike trip together. Twenty years ago in October and November of 1986, Fourth Presbyterian Church began the 
process of joining the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.


