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In the 17th chapter of his gospel, Luke records Jesus’ encounter with ten 
lepers who cried out to him, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” Upon seeing 
them, Jesus told the lepers to go straight to the priests for ritual cleansing. 
While on their way, all ten were cleansed of their wretched disease. One of 
them, a Samaritan, turned back to Jesus “praising God with a loud voice,” 
and “fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks.” This leper offers us 
one of the clearest and most sincere pictures of worship found in the New 
Testament. What simpler way can Christian worship be understood than as 
praising God with our voices, falling at Jesus’ feet, and giving him thanks? 

Worship is a grateful response to the revelation and redemption of God. While 
we are not told how these ten lepers knew to look to Jesus for healing, it is 
clear that they knew this “Master” could actually heal them. They understood 
something of the revelation of Jesus Christ. But upon their redemption, one 
of them returned to Jesus in spontaneous and heartfelt praise. His worship 
sprung immediately from the revelation and redemption of Christ. Our 
worship on Sunday mornings and evenings is a loving response to God’s 
miraculous intervention in our lives through Christ.

Martin Luther is known to have said, “To know God is to worship him.” 
For us to know God and his saving grace we must look to his revelation, 
his Word. Word and worship belong inextricably together. At every point 
in our worship services the Scriptures are making the Word and the ways of 
God known; our worship is praising the God thus made known. The shortest 
route to a deeper and richer experience of worship is to remember we are in 
dialogue with God throughout the service. Some elements of the service are 
designed to make God known, while other elements are designed to help 
us praise the God made known. In the “Call to Worship,” God speaks to us 
through his Word, calling us to worship him. The “Prayer of Invocation” calls 
upon the name of the Triune God, invoking his presence with us. Later in 
the service we hear God again speak to us through his Word and we respond 
in prayer. God speaks through the sermon and we respond by singing. The 
rhythm of worship is found in God speaking to us, bringing both guilt and 
grace, and our speaking or singing to God in gratitude. 

The next time you enter the sanctuary for worship, ask the Lord to open 
your heart and mind to his personal invitation calling you to come to him. 
Come, you lepers in need of healing; come loud with praise, and fall at the 
feet of Jesus.

leaping lepers
DR. TODD SMEDLEY, Senior Pastor

“THEN ONE OF THEM, 
WHEN HE SAW THAT 
HE WAS HEALED, 
TURNED BACK, 
PRAISING GOD WITH A 
LOUD VOICE; AND HE 
FELL ON HIS FACE AT 
JESUS’ FEET, GIVING 
HIM THANKS.”
LUKE 17:15-16

Fourth Presbyterian Church
5500 River Road, Bethesda, Maryland 20816
Phone: 301-320-3600 |  www.4thpres.org
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With the approach of Holy Week one of 
the questions that is repeatedly asked 
is, “What is the significance of the word 
‘Maundy’ in Maundy Thursday?” The 
answer should lead us all to a deeper 
reverence and obedience.

The meaning of the word “Maundy” 
brings a challenge to every Christian 
because the word is derived from the 
Latin word for “command.” It reminds us 
of the command of our Lord Jesus Christ 
given at the Last Supper to his disciples 
to “love one another as I have loved you.” 
These words were spoken as our Lord 
Jesus Christ instituted the sacrament of 
Holy Communion.

This institution of the Lord’s Supper was 
given to recall the “New Covenant” in 
the blood of Christ and the command to 
love one another is the stipulation that is 
given to mark out all those who are part 
of the New Covenant people—that is the 
church. In the same way that at Mount 
Sinai the nation of Israel was given the 
Ten Commandments as the stipulations 
to observe if the nation was to be God’s 
chosen people. So here Jesus is making 
“loving one another” the covenant sign of 
Christian belonging.

Not only does the Lord command his 
disciples to “love,” he gave an illustration 
of what love means. He bent down and 
washed the feet of the disciples. While 
there is no suggestion in the Scripture that 
we are to follow his example and actually 
wash the feet of our brothers and sisters, 

our love is to be demonstrated in the way in 
which we also care and serve one another 
as our Lord cared and served his disciples. 
In that foot washing we are given the 
ultimate example of “servant leadership.”

Maundy Thursday and its celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper also reminds 
Christians of our heritage, for the meal 
Jesus ate with his disciples was a Passover 
Seder. It was a feast using unleavened 
bread to commemorate the exodus of the 
Jews from Egypt, when they were set free 
from captivity and left so quickly that 
there was no time for the bread. That feast 
celebrated God’s setting his people free 
from captivity and reminds us that at the 
Lord’s Supper Christians have been set 
free from the bondage of sin.

Maundy Thursday also has a dark 
message for it commemorates the fact 
that Jesus foretold his death, saying he 
would eat no more until the kingdom of 
God was fulfilled. It was from that feast 
that he led his disciples to the Garden of 
Gethsemane to face Judas his betrayer. 
From there he would be taken and 
ultimately crucified. Jesus was the blood 
offering made to cleanse from sin the 
people of God. It is why Mandy Thursday, 
and the communion service that is 
celebrated then, has such a unique place 
in the devotions of the church and the life 
of the believer.

THE MEANING OF

maundy thursday
DR. ROBERT NORRIS, Teaching Pastor
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The last time you walked into a beautiful home and admired the 
attractive décor, did you pause to ask the owner about how the 
construction crews mixed and poured the concrete foundation? 
Probably not! Unless one is an architect, a home builder, or realtor, 
then our appreciation is typically for the finished product and not 
for the means by which the home was built.

I wonder if the same tendency sometimes applies to our life in the 
church. We can spot a mature Christian when we hear her pray 
or listen to his wise counsel. It may be tempting to think that this 
individual became such a person in an unsuspecting way, as if she 
suddenly changed from “Mrs. Ordinary” into “Mrs. Godly.” But 
that is rarely the case. So often the explanation lies in week after 
week, faithful, and faith-filled attending to the regular preaching 
and teaching of God’s Word. Christians are shaped by the Spirit 
working with the Word of God. 

That is what the Apostle Paul taught Roman Christians that “faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ" 
(10:17). Actually, that is his answer to a question found three verses 
earlier. Concerning the salvation of those who have yet to hear the 
gospel, Paul wrote, "How then will they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching?" (10:14, see also 1 Peter 1:23-25). Biblical, gospel-filled 

preaching is the foundational means by which God brings men 
and women to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Preaching is the revelation of the Father’s promise fulfilled 
in Christ. That’s how the preacher to the Hebrews began his 
grand sermon (Hebrews 1:1-2), isn’t it? Not only is all revelation 
fundamentally about Jesus, but he is also the prophet-par-
excellence who heralds his gospel to us by the power of his Spirit. 
Real preaching is essentially Christ-centered. A message may 
be rhetorically eloquent, theologically profound, and creatively 
brilliant, but if it is Christ-less then it is useless.

I once had the privilege of ministering from a pulpit that featured 
a brightly polished brass plaque greeting the pastor with these 
words “Give Us Jesus.” Never was a better plea given to a pastor by 
the congregation.

Maybe that ought to be our answer the next time someone asks, 
“What is this church made of?” or more specifically, “Why 
does Fourth Presbyterian Church place so much emphasis on 
preaching?” Our answer could be, “We beg our pastor to preach 
because we are so desperate for Jesus.” Better yet, we could echo 
our Lord himself and say, “I live on every word that proceeds from 
my Father’s mouth” (Matthew 4:4). Just imagine how filled our 
sanctuary would be if more men and women lived desperately for 
the Word of God. What a beautiful house it would be!

1. Prepare  beforehand (Psalm 50:1) Sunday morning begins Saturday night. Get a good night’s 
sleep and wake up rested. Consider reading through the sermon passage the night before.

2. Pray  humbly (Colossians 4:3-4 ) In the morning, thank God for creating this day. Ask him to 
bless both the preacher and the hearers with alert minds and pliable hearts. 

3. Come  expectantly (Isaiah 2:3) On your way to worship, expect to meet with the Everlasting 
King of Glory. Anticipate the power of God’s voice and what message he will speak to you.

4. Look  diligently (Psalm 119:162) As the sermon begins, open your Bible and follow along. Keep 
it open throughout the sermon to see what the preacher shows you in and from the text.

5. Listen  attentively (Nehemiah 8:1-8) Enjoying a sermon requires self-discipline. Pay attention 
not only to what is said about Christ but also the way in which Jesus is revealed.

6. Take  notes (2 Timothy 4:13) Keep a pen or pencil in hand. Does one sentence prick your 
heart? Jot it down. Our sermon notes become future material for prayer and conversations. 

7. Respond  prayerfully (James 1:22-25) Throughout the rest of the Lord’s Day, pray that God 
would work this particular word deep down into the soil of your life. Ask for grace to obey.

8. Rejoice (Psalm 119:97) Praise and thank God for speaking to his people. Celebrate the good 
news of his gospel that he proclaimed to us once again. Adore him for loving us so much. 

why preaching?
REV. THOMAS MYRICK, Pastor of Young Adults

how to listen to a sermon
REV. THOMAS MYRICK, Pastor of Young Adults
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Have we ever come to worship praying, “Lord, thy mercy is that which my soul longs for as 
that wherein my chief and only good consists” (Burroughs, p. 120)?  This was the prayer of 
17th century Puritan pastor Jeremiah Burroughs who preached much on Christ-centered 
worship.  The collection of his sermons on the subject is called Gospel Worship: Worship 
Worthy of God, a book worth reading by anyone seriously pondering the essentiality 
and practice of worship and can be found in the Media Center. As you can imagine, this 
pastor, who was one of the Westminster divines, knows nothing of modern spectator and 
entertainment worship. He warns of not seriously worshiping a mighty God.  Yet he doesn’t 
rest there—he gives direction to “the work” of acceptable worship—sanctifying God’s 
name, God’s Word, the sacraments, and ourselves to enter in.  His foundational verse is 
Leviticus 10:3, “Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and before all the people 
I will be glorified.”

You may want to first read the middle chapter of the book entitled “Why God Will Have 
His Name Sanctified.” There are intriguing insights that abound. For example, Burroughs 
states in his 1645 sermon that “vanity of spirit in worshiping God is hateful to God and 
defiles the name of God” (Burroughs, p. 97). Burroughs also makes this challenge in 
another 1645 sermon, “when we come to worship God we should stir up ourselves to take 
hold of God” (Burroughs, p.34). Burroughs’ perceptions are food for valuable thought 
and discussion.  You may have discerned that his operative verb is “sanctify,” to set apart 
intentionally for God’s use and glory.  Every aspect of what we enjoy in worship and bring 
to it must be carefully and purposefully sanctified for his use.  

One who reads this book will come away with the overriding thought that God is indeed holy, and therefore worship of him must be 
worthy as we bow down before his holy character.  Burroughs would have us understand that it is a fearful thing to take worship lightly 
with little preparation, but an awesome thing to accept his invitation to rightly enter his presence, with blessings beyond measure attached.

The redemptive works of Christ are ongoing.  They take place 
in each story of each life of every believer.  When people share 
their private struggles and joys, pains and triumphs, regrets and 
hopes it is like having a front row to sacred ground.  The restricted 
access areas of a person’s story are viewed as holy ground because 
God knows, loves, and resides there.  Many times these areas are 
so restricted that they are walled off or even totally unknown 
until you start to have a dialogue about your own story.  Hearing 
what transpires in the temple of another person’s soul is a deeply 
humbling honor.  It is also a humbling opportunity to discern and 
discuss how the Lord and the gospel message is and has been at 
work.  God is and has been at work personally and specifically in 
each one’s story.  

The gospel message of God’s undeserved pursuit, sacrifice, and 
grace is a baffling, powerful life changer.   The deeper the gospel 
message and redemptive work of Christ is incorporated into your 
story, the deeper your knowledge and delight in him.  Then also 
your praise and worship is clearer and richer.  I believe God loves 
story, God loves you, and would love for you to see more of his 
loving presence in your personal narrative.  This could only lead 
to a healthier, more robust, and deeper intimate relationship with 
the God who is there.  Intimacy can be defined as a relationship 
of being deeply known and deeply loved while deeply knowing 
and deeply loving the other.  The way God knows you and loves 
you is personal, deeply intimate, passionate, and perfect.  Praise 
the Lord!

PERSONAL NARRATIVE AS MEANS TO 
deeper delight & worship 

KEVIN SCHICK, Director of Counseling

book review
GOSPEL WORSHIP: WORSHIP WORTHY OF GOD
by Jeremiah Burroughs
JOHN RICHARDS
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What did the Missions Conference mean to 
you? For the 60 missionaries Fourth supports 
around the world—from Washington, 
D.C. to Botswana—and especially for the 
approximately 50 of those missionaries that 
were able to attend the Conference, it meant: 
loving support, from the Family of Fourth, 
of their work fulfilling God’s commission of 
making disciples of the world here at home and 
abroad; an ear to hear about their struggles of 
life on and off the mission field; and the creation 
of friendships and strengthening of old ones.  

For the Family of Fourth it meant a great deal, 
both collectively and individually. Here are 
some thoughts from individuals: 

 ▷ For those setting up the Upper Room on 
Thursday for the Missions Banquet and 
for one volunteer in particular, “it was an 
honor to serve behind the scenes to those 
who serve the Lord.”

 ▷ For the High School Youth Group who are 
Romania-bound and served dinner, “it 
was nice to be able to serve everyone and 
inspiring to hear about all of the missions 
work being done around the world.  It also 
gives me an appreciation of the ways I can 
serve here at home in the church, as well 
as in foreign countries such as Romania.”

 ▷ During the banquet a missionary 
expressed a need for baking dishes while 
they are stateside and someone at the table 
met that need by Sunday.

 ▷ The Saturday brunch was hosted by the 
Missions Committee. This gave each 
missionary the opportunity to speak one-
by-one about their lives. One missionary 
stated that he “felt like a king with all of 
the food.” 

 ▷ Sunday morning was a blessed day as 
the Celebration and Covenant Children 
Choirs sang “Go Ye Into All the World,” a 
song written by a member of the family of 
Fourth, Julie Kupelian Keltonic.

 ▷ The children as they were awaiting the 
flag processional were having fun trying 
to name the countries represented by the 
flags. 

 ▷ Several Fourth members stated they got 
to spend time with missionaries and 
really got to know them, even down to 
their hobbies, while gaining a greater 
understanding of the difficulties of 
fundraising to stay in the field.

 ▷ Sunday evening’s time of cookies and a 
movie was moving for many who heard 
how God has opened doors for a special 
film to be made, The Son of Her Tears, 
about the life of St. Augustine. It will be 
released in five languages to first reach the 
people of North Africa.

 ▷ Perhaps the most rewarded were those 
who housed the missionaries and they 
reflected  that “it was truly a blessing to 
serve by treating them to things they may 
not have in the field such as a dinner out 
or movie and the most blessed time was 
quietly praying with our missionary house 
guest.”

 ▷ It was stated and it showed on many faces 
how much this Missions Conference was 
appreciated by all.  The Bible tells us that 
all nations will hear the gospel and then 
the end will come.  Our hope is to one day 
stand before the throne of God with a great 
multitude from every nation and praise 
our Lord.  God’s promises and prophecies 
inspire the Mission Department of Fourth 
Presbyterian to assist in bringing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to the nations, 
for his glory.  Let the nations be glad!  

“I AM COMING TO 
GATHER ALL NATIONS 

AND TONGUES: AND THEY 
SHALL COME AND SEE 

MY GLORY.” 
ISAIAH 66:18

“THE HARVEST IS 
PLENTIFUL, BUT THE 
LABORERS ARE FEW. ” 

LUKE 10:2

The Missions Committee and Session approved the support of Tim and Julie Sigman (pictured left) 
as Fourth missionaries. The Sigmans work with university students and scholars from all over the 
world through International Students, Inc. (ISI). You may have observed their outreach in action 
at the August congregational picnic attended by a few dozen international students as our guests. 
A number of students have also attended services at Fourth. Tim and Julie moved here two years 
ago from New York City, and they have two grown daughters in Colorado Springs. They are area 
leaders for the region from New York City down to the Washington, DC Metro area.

Additionally, Fourth has another connection to ISI. Hal Guffey, former chair of the Missions 
Committee and member of Fourth, was president of ISI for 22 years. Fourth also supports Sheila 
Hargreaves with ISI. Sheila lives in northern VA and works with Spanish speaking students.

Quite a few from Fourth Church have already been serving in various ways with Tim and Julie 
in campus ministry with students from the University of Maryland. If you would be interested in 
being part of their prayer team or volunteering, contact Tim at timsigman@aol.com.

missions conference
HIGHLIGHTS 2017
PAMELA ROYLANCE, Urban Miinistry Assistant

meet our missionaries
TIM & JULIE SIGMAN
MELODY ISRATI, Director of Missions
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How do we teach children what it means to 
worship God? As an adult, I myself often 
struggle in worship with keeping my focus 
on him and keeping myself out. Imagine 
how difficult it is for children, who in their 
early years see their world as revolving 
around their needs, to comprehend that 
worship is about God. It is about who he is 
and what he has done and not about what I 
love about God as I mention myself in the 
thought.

It is impossible to worship God without 
knowing him. This is the mission of our 
Children’s Ministry: training children to 
know, love, and follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Our programs are Christ-centered, laying 
a firm foundation of Biblical knowledge. 
This year, in our Fourth Night program, I 
am seeing clear evidence of Jesus working 
in the lives of our children to grow them in 
grace.

For the past several years, Maryalys 
Hopkins (pictured above) has helped me 
by coaching the 1st through 5th graders to 
present the Bible lesson skit. Participating 
in the skit has become a 
coveted position. Frequently at 
Fourth Night dinner I am 
a p p r o a c h e d by children 
who want to be in the 
skit. I know this is in 
part due to 

the 

gentle yet firm manner by which Maryalys 
shepherds them. Since her accident just 
before Christmas, she has been unable to 
join us. The children miss her.

On our first meeting after the holidays, 
a child came to me at dinner inquiring 
about Mrs. Hopkins’ health and gave me 
a get-well note she had written to her. I 
knew then that the planned activity to 
make Maryalys cards for her upcoming 
90th birthday was a good choice. Both the 
children and Maryalys were thrilled with 
the results. 

A couple weeks later I thought the 
girls might enjoy making paper 

flowers for me to 
take to Mrs. 
Hopkins. I was 

quite surprised when the craft table was 
also surrounded by boys who wanted to 
participate. The same enthusiasm was 
expressed in designing a Valentine’s board 
for her. Each week the children ask about 
her progress and pray for her. This brings 
joy, not only to Maryalys, but to those of 
us who work with the children and to their 
parents who are seeing these children put 
their budding faith into action.

Loving, serving, praying are aspects of a 
Gospel-Shaped Community that are taking 
form in the lives of our children as they 
respond to what they are learning about the 
one who gave his life for us. My prayer is that 
this learning will eventually lead to Christ-

centered worship that will 
stick with the 
children for the 
rest of their 
lives.

HOW DO WE

teach children 
WHAT IT MEANS TO WORSHIP GOD?

CAROL VAN DUZER, Director of Children’s Ministry, gr. K-5
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For the past few years, Jenn and I have tried with fits and starts to 
bring our four young children to the worship service on Sunday 
morning. Many times when we had tried this in the past, we had 
found it difficult and exhausting. It was distracting to worship God 
with one eye and ear on our kids and one eye and ear on the service. 
And, honestly, we also felt guilty and embarrassed—worried our 
little ones (now 9, 7, 5, and 3) were distracting others around us.  

Then last August, our perspective changed.  During an Upper 
Room event to kick off the new Sunday School year for elementary 
schoolers, Pastor Rob Yancey encouraged families to worship 
together in the sanctuary. He pointed out research suggesting that 
kids who grow up attending the worship service are much more 
likely to attend church as adults.  

That research is striking. Young people’s lifelong commitment 
to worshiping Jesus is correlated most strongly—not with the 
number of years the family has known the Lord, not with the 
particular doctrinal tenets held by the family’s denomination, 
not with a commitment to attending youth group...but with the 
presence of the family together in the corporate worship service. 

Where two or three or more are gathered together in Christ’s 
name, he is there.  He is present in Fourth’s weekly worship 
service.  And he ministers there to parents and to children.

We left determined to try to make family worship on Sundays a 
priority. Since our children attend Sunday School at 9:30am and 
our older two attend choir at 11am, that means many Sundays we 
attend the 8am worship service.  For the first half of the service 
we try to engage our kids with various parts of the liturgy. The 
older two, who read, sing along with us, and we prompt them 
to participate in the prayer and Scripture reading. Then, prior 
to the sermon, we bring our youngest child to the nursery.  The 
older three remain; we bring a bag packed with age-appropriate 
drawing or reading activities for them during the sermon.

Each week we are encouraged by the note on the back of the 
bulletin urging families to attend the service together. And we 
are encouraged by the people around us, telling us they enjoy 
seeing our (sometimes lively) children. We trust God will use this 
experience for the spiritual growth of our kids.

fourth 
family

JEFF & JENN MASCOTT, Parents 

WORSHIPING AS A

SPRING 2017   9 
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We have the privilege of proclaiming the gospel through serving others.  
The Deacons are here to serve you through works of compassion, prayer, 
meeting needs such as financial, food, and housing and offering a 
listening ear.   

As Deacons we periodically examine ourselves.  Are we expressing 
compassion and care as we serve?  Do we feel concerned and interested 
in another, wanting to provide for their needs?  Are we sensitive and 
empathetic and do we have a genuine love for others?  We want to proclaim 
the gospel with this kind of servant’s heart and not be tempted to use the 
opportunity for our own personal gain.  Serving is not about us or our 
self-centeredness.  We have the ultimate example of a compassionate, 
caring servant in Jesus (Philippians 2:6-8) and because of his sacrifice, 
we are recipients of his grace and mercy, seen as righteous before God 
and have eternal life.   Are we delivering this grace and mercy to others?

Our reasons for serving with care and compassion should be from 
a natural overflowing of joy because our Lord has saved us.  Jesus 
Christ and his gospel are on display when we practice a caring spirit of 
selflessness over selfishness.  Actions that honor and imitate our Lord 
always point others to Christ. 

So we must continue to deepen our relationship with Christ, spend more 
time with him, and know him; then we are able to proclaim the gospel 
through our actions and be used as vessels of the good news. 

I think I speak for all our Deacons when I say we take this service 
opportunity seriously and look to God to use us.  With God and the 
generosity of our congregation, this ministry serves in compassion and 
love and proclaims the gospel. 

Recently the three of us visited and celebrated communion with longtime 
member June Brown (pictured above with Sid Menkis and Rev. Ron 
Meyer).  She and her late husband, Albert, became members in 1972.  He 
passed away in 1995. 

June has had a number of deacons care for her over the years.  They 
include Camille Weithers, Harry Lincoln, Bob Eisemann, and currently 
Romi Kobayashi.  As is typical of many of our deacons, June's deacons 
have continued to serve long after their terms ended.  June’s need for care 
began as her eyesight weakened. One day, she woke up and couldn't see.  
She received the best eye care possible.  The Lord provided Dr. Wilmer, 
a retired, renowned eye specialist, who was willing in his retirement 
years to have her as a patient.  The Johns Hopkins Wilmer Eye Institute 
is named in his honor.      

In her work life, June provided home childcare.  Her business was so 
respected that pediatric offices near her home referred parents who needed 
loving childcare for their children.  June remarked, "I never advertised."    

Last fall she fell in her home and broke her hip.  She was hospitalized and 
then in rehab for three months.  She said during that time that she would 
welcome communion after returning home.

Chapter 29 of The Westminster Confession of Faith describes how we 
are to administer communion.  “In the administration of the Lord’s 
Supper Jesus has directed his ministers to declare to the congregation 
his words instituting this sacrament, to pray, and to bless the bread and 
wine, which are thus set apart from their ordinary use and put to holy 
use.  His ministers are to take and break the bread, to take the cup, and  
(communicating themselves, too), to give both to the communicants—
but not to anyone else not present at that time in the congregation.” 

This creates a perceived dilemma.  June, like others unable to attend 
church regularly, cannot be present when we celebrate communion.  Our 
denomination’s Book of Order provides for special times of celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper.  “The Session may authorize the Lord’s Supper to 
be celebrated with those who are ill.  At least one member of the Session 
should be present on such occasions.” 

So it was a blessing for us and for June, to celebrate this sacrament 
together.  We not only got to know her better, but we heard the words 
of institution, remembering afresh that our Lord Jesus Christ died in 
our place for our sins.  We were strengthened, encouraged, and rejoiced 
together in Christ our Savior. 

celebrating communion
WITH OUR SHUT-INS
ELDER SID MENKIS, FORMER DEACON BOB EISEMANN, and REV. RON MEYER

deacon corner
LEE THORSON, Deacon
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giving for his glory
REV. COREY GRAY, Pastor of Administration

The last phrase under our description of Christ-Centered Worship is “giving for 
his glory.” This phrase has an explicit implication for the giver but also implicit 
implications for the church. Thus, while we need to use caution in addressing 
a potentially controversial subject like money, it is appropriate for us to discuss 
financial matters as a family of faith.

The Lord calls his people to willingly support his church and her work in this world 
through generous giving (Psalm 37:21, 2 Corinthians 8). The Scriptures remind 
believers to set aside a portion of our income for the Lord. The key is willingly, as 
the Apostle Paul said to the church in Corinth: “The point is this: whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7). 

While the giver has the responsibility to give, the church has the responsibility to an 
appropriate call for and use of your gifts. As a church we attempt to stay well clear of 
crossing the line between appropriate urging and guilt inducement, especially when 
it comes to money. Thus, if you have spent any time in our sanctuary you will have 
noted that we do not spend much time talking about money. We do not have annual 
budget pledges or fund drives. And while we do provide updates on the back of our 
bulletins, we usually do not take pulpit time to verbalize our budget needs. The last 
thing we would want is for the offering to feel like a Sunday morning stick-up. For 
we know that when the Apostle Paul spoke to the Ephesian elders (as recorded in 
Acts 20), he made it a point to express that his work and love was never about money 
but about the Lord and his grace. That is why it is called the free offer of the gospel. 

But once the money is received, the church still has a responsibility for wise 
stewardship. At Fourth, we have always attempted to provide the congregation clear 
communication and information regarding finances; one of the ways we intend to 
improve this is by providing a quarterly update in the bulletin insert which will 
provide more details on giving as well as expenses. Every dollar that is given is a gift 
to God and we pledge to use these resources wisely in the service of the Lord.

There is also the issue of the changing nature of money. From the Old Testament to the 
New Testament to today, the unit of currency has changed (as your administrator, I 
am grateful that you are not making it a practice to bring turtledoves or a three year-
old heifer or a young pigeon to the sanctuary). For the past century, the standard 
practice in churches has been the passing of a plate to collect tithes and offerings. 
But as we increasingly become a cashless society, we need to look at our practices 
and procedures. Appropriately, your Session is currently wrestling with these 
implications. More and more people are living without a bank account and carry no 
cash; in such cases, we must appropriately figure a way to allow all to participate in 
the offering as a part of worship. 

“Giving for his glory” phrases it well. Any and all gifts should be given, received, and 
used for one purpose: the glory of God.

“THE POINT IS 
THIS: WHOEVER 
SOWS SPARINGLY 
WILL ALSO REAP 
SPARINGLY, AND 
WHOEVER SOWS 
BOUNTIFULLY 
WILL ALSO REAP 
BOUNTIFULLY. EACH 
ONE MUST GIVE AS 
HE HAS DECIDED 
IN HIS HEART, NOT 
RELUCTANTLY OR 
UNDER COMPULSION, 
FOR GOD LOVES A 
CHEERFUL GIVER.”
2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-7
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CHRISTIE “I love dancing to the worship music and completing puzzles on Fourth 
night game night.”

JENNI “Some of my best times are when I get to babysit toddlers when Mrs. Westly needs 
extra help on Fourth Night. I also love helping my Sunday School teachers with passing out 

notebooks and pencils. And lastly, I have also enjoyed winning on bingo nights.”

MATTHEW “I was so excited when Ms. Audrey let me play ‘Joy to the World,’ many times, from my phone 
to the whole classroom! She made it really loud with what she calls a ‘bluetooth.’”

LITTMAN “Me encanta conocer nuevos amigos como yo.” This means that Littman loves meeting new friends 
like him. He has enjoyed teaching our adult students some Spanish worship music and expressions.

JACKSON “I love, love singing and playing my chimes. They sound good!” It’s great to see his face 
light up.

PETER “Ms. Audrey, can I get a turn getting water? I know Will Donner does it too but I 
would like a turn today.” It’s been great to see students help one another, showing love 

in action.

JACK He has been such a great help with setting up snacks for all our students. Thank 
you, Jack.

As for me, personally, I have loved every moment but especially when Jenni or Christie has 
invited me to lunch, for a walk, or even a sleepover! That lets me know that the love of the Lord is 

being felt all around.

Want to learn more about the dynamics of familes who have special needs children? Check out the books 
in our Media Center. 

special blessings
AUDREY MUTERU, Director of Special Blessings

There have been some wonderful changes to the Special Blessings Ministry 
this year. In addition to our regular worship, we have added more musical 
instruments and some role play in the classrooms. Our students have continued 
to express their joy in the Lord through participation and a few have shared in 
words how learning the Word of the Lord has affected their lives.



bringing music 
TO WORSHIP

MARY CLARK, Director of Instrumental Music

The familiar Psalm 150 tells us to praise the Lord with 
trumpets, strings, harp, and various percussion instruments. 
Fourth Orchestra is a long-time ministry of Fourth 
Presbyterian Church, with the purpose of doing just what the 
psalm tells us to do. It has added musically to our worship 
services for many years. 

The first time I remember hearing them was in 1973, under 
the baton of Jerry LeDoux, music director.  Fast forward 15 
years to 1987, and I was asked to get the orchestra going 
again, after several years’ hiatus. Much to my surprise, there 
were a number of “starved” musicians, who had not played in 
our church for a very long time, plus an assortment of new 
people, who were delighted to be invited to join this budding 
new group of instrumentalists. Finding music proved to be a 
bit of a challenge, but eventually, we had a small, but growing 
library of music for the church musician. Never quite sure 
who would show up to play each time a call went out, I prayed 
for a balanced orchestra sound, “Please dear God, more than 
just a trombone and a flute!” I have been continually amazed, 
and most grateful to the Lord for bringing a truly great group 
of people together, some of each section (woodwind, brass, 
and strings, with an occasional percussionist) represented. 

Just who are the individuals who make up Fourth Orchestra? 
Why do they join?

Chris and Diane, violinists, have been with us about three 
years. They usually bring their two very young children, who 
sit quietly most of the time, but occasionally sound forth with 
a comment that make us all laugh. It truly lightens up the 
rehearsals.

Reid is one of our faithful bass players. A regular for many, 
many years, Reid’s love for the orchestra and his encouraging 
comments make him a beloved member. He persuaded his 
brother Shaun to join a few years back, and Shaun too has 
become a regular in the string section. 

Mark and Kelly met in the French horn section. Voilà! They 
are now husband and wife!

Matt started playing trumpet with the orchestra, went off to 
California to pick up his fiancée and move her back east, got 
married, then Emily joined him in the trumpet section.

Scott was a former trumpet player in the orchestra, moved 
away, then came back to a section with five trumpets. So the 
resourceful Scott rented a euphonium, and now he’s one of 
our bass clef guys. Hurray!

It is so good to have an oboe player, usually hard to come 
by. Abby moved to our church, joined Fourth Orchestra, and 
the next thing we knew, she was engaged (and finally married 
to) the ever-supportive Eric Lofberg! And her sister Bekah, a 
high school junior, is now with us in the violin section.

Everyone knows Jim Steele. (I think he’d prefer to be called 
James.) Jim’s golden saxophone has blessed our congregation 
since 1973! Jim has been a strong Fourth Orchestra member 
for as long as I’ve directed. He’s sort of my anchor. Well, lo and 
behold, Esther came to me last year and said she had taken 
up cello—so she could play in the orchestra with Jim. She 
brought along her teacher, Shari, who is a long time member 
of Fourth, but who had not previously had time to play with 
the orchestra. They have both joined Yvonne, who was finally 
able to get back to the cello after raising her four children.

“The other Jim” joined us after Christmas. What a surprise 
when he showed up with a tuba! It is the first tuba we’ve had 
in the orchestra during my 30-year tenure. It adds a rich bass 
sound. And Jim loves being at Fourth—he and his wife having 
recently joined the church.

These are just a few of the members of Fourth Orchestra 
who have blessed the congregation with their music at 
four morning services a year, including Easter Sunday, and 
at the first Sunday in Advent evening service. A number 
have graduated high school and moved on with their lives, 
others have gone to be with the Lord, but the memories of 
their time with us live on. Fourth Orchestra has a place for 
all instrumentalists, high school through adult. Our greatest 
desire as an orchestra is to honor the Lord with our gifts, and 
to serve our congregation in a way that brings them into his 
presence and contributes to worship.
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When Jeremy and Laura (then Hardiman) 
Hashiguchi (pictured bottom right) began 
working with the youth ministry seven 
years ago, they had just completed their 
freshman year at James Madison University 
(JMU) and were excited to embark as 
the first summer staffers for the new 6th 
graders. Two summer staff summers, three 
university degrees, two “real-world” jobs, 
one marriage, and countless hours with 
kids later, their 6th graders are now seniors 
about to graduate high school. Jeremy and 
Laura have been a consistent presence 
through it all! 

Both Jeremy and Laura grew up in Fourth's 
youth ministry and met while taking 
homeschool classes in 8th grade. After 
going to high school prom together, they 
headed off to JMU in the fall. They married 
in 2015 and continue to be solid partners in 
the youth ministry, working with the same 
grade of guys and girls from the beginning. 

I actually knew them at JMU through 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IV). 
When Laura applied to be a freshman small 
group leader with IV, she mentioned how 
much she loved volunteering with her middle 
schoolers back home. Little did I know, years 
later we would be serving together with the 
same group of girls, even taking them on an 
international mission trip!

Speaking as a youth leader, Jeremy and 
Laura are the kind of ministry partners you 
want on your team. They have built trust 
and deep relationships with their students 
that can only come with years of investment 
and discipleship. During the week, you can 
find them meeting one-on-one with their 
students, attending basketball games and 
school plays, leading weekly Bible study, 
leading songs and music on Sundays, 
hosting kids for game night in their home, 

“SO, BEING AFFECTIONATELY 
DESIROUS OF YOU, WE WERE 
READY TO SHARE WITH YOU 
NOT ONLY THE GOSPEL OF 
GOD BUT ALSO OUR OWN 

SELVES, BECAUSE YOU HAD 
BECOME VERY DEAR TO US.” 

1 THESSALONIANS 2:8

investing
OVER TIME
SPOTLIGHT ON JEREMY & LAURA HASHIGUCHI

CHELSEA CUSTER, High School Director

or in short, going above and beyond what is 
asked or suggested. 

Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 2:8, “So, 
being affectionately desirous of you, we 
were ready to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, 
because you had become very dear to us.” 
He also writes in 3 John 1:4, “I have no 
greater joy than to hear that my children 
are walking in the truth.” Jeremy and Laura 
love Jesus—which overflows to their deep 
love for their students and desire for them 
to know Christ.  God uses them to show 
me what discipleship looks like—it is hard, 
requiring patience and sacrifice, but in the 
end, it is rewarding, glorifying to God, and 
an expression of love. 

Last July, Jeremy and Laura served alongside 
the kids on their rising senior mission trip 
to Romania. And this April, they’ll join 
them on their final youth ministry trip to 
Florida during Spring Break.  We know it 
will be a sweet time to reflect on memories 
and thank God for all he has done.

On behalf of the youth ministry and our 
whole congregation, thank you, Laura and 
Jeremy, for modeling what it looks like to 
disciple and invest in others for the glory of 
God and the advancement of his kingdom. 
You have invested in what is eternal and we 
love you!
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“Throughout my time in the youth group, 
there have been a lot of changes—mainly 
changes in leadership. Having Laura as a 
constant source of support during all of it 
has been such a blessing. For seven years 
I have always been able to count on her 
being at camps, retreats, and weekly Bible 
studies—even if I was the only student 
there! Throughout middle school, she was 
the victim of constant, unrelenting teasing 
about her and Jeremy—always denying they 
would ever date! Yet, years later she is still 
with us (and married to him). The thing I 
will miss most about her, and the greatest 
lesson I’ve learned from her by observation, 
is following up with prayer requests. Even if 
it’s nothing major or significant, she never 
fails to ask how I’m doing or how something 
turned out. I’m so grateful that I’ve gotten 
to know her so well.”
– CECELIA NERANTZIS 

“It's rare to find a leader that is able to stick 
with a group of kids for the most pivotal and 
important years of their lives. In the Fourth 
Presbyterian youth group, my grade was the 
exception. Jeremy has been with us since my 
first year in middle school. I remember the 
first time meeting him at an amusement 
park, and instantly knowing what a great 
guy he was. Jeremy always looks out for 
others before himself. He has made many 
sacrifices for us over the years, some of 
which took me a long time to realize. He 
never fails to be there in times of trouble or 
need. Whenever I need someone to talk to, I 
know I can go to Jeremy. He is trustworthy, 
dependable, and understanding. Another 
attribute I really admire in Jeremy is his 
patience. I know it was not easy leading a 
group of teenagers for as long as he has, but 
Jeremy never got angry with us (even when 
we were completely at fault, ha!). He always 
helped us work things out, but never raised 
his voice or got upset. There is no possible 
way I can thank Jeremy for all that he has 
done, and I am extremely grateful that 
he has been a part of my life for so long. 
Thanks, Jeremy, and love you.”
– GARRETT WALKER 

“The thing that originally prompted my 
family to start coming to Fourth was 
their amazing youth staff. I have had the 
privilege of experiencing this first-hand. 
Throughout my time in the youth group I 
have had some of the best staffers ever. Most 
of them were there for only one or two years 
and sometimes even just a summer. Laura 
Hashiguchi, however, was there for a little 
longer. The first face that welcomed me into 
the youth group my 6th grade summer was 
the same one who was there when I joined 
the church in 9th grade and came along on 
my senior missions trip. Laura has been 
such a big part of my life, and I was so 
excited to have her as my mentor this past 
year. She and Jeremy have given so much 
to our class over the past seven years. I am 
so glad to have known her, and I will miss 
her very much next year, but I hope she will 
always be a part of my life. Thank you so 
much, Laura!”
– GRACE ELKAN

“Jeremy has been with my grade of guys 
since he was our 6th grade summer staffer—
all the way back in 2010. Since then, he has 
fostered friendships, grade solidarity and 
fellowship among my group of guys and has 
taught me over the last 7 years what it means 
to truly live by our faith every single day. I 
have had the opportunity to learn from 
him as he has gone through college, having 
a successful job, and getting married, all 
while staying devoted and caring to all of 
us guys. His commitment to this group of 
guys over all these years is truly a blessing 
and comes from an awesome passion that 
Jeremy has to evangelize us and others 
given to him by God.
PS: Thanks for all the rides!”
– JESSE RITTERPUSCH
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HOW HAS

monday night moms 
impacted my life?

HOW HAS

monday night moms 
impacted my life?
CLAIRE HEARLE, Monday Night Moms Co-Organizer

In January, Rachel Greszler and Claire Hearle 

welcomed Bethany Bronson, instructional coach/

teacher in Washington, DC public schools, to lead a 

discussion on how to develop attitudes of empathy 

and kindness in children. To learn more about 

Monday Night Moms, contact Claire and Rachel at 

mondaynightmoms@4thpres.org.

For me it started with a pregnancy.  It was a 
double blessing – twins! I was excited about 
this new journey my husband and I were to 
embark on but nervous at the same time.  Two 
lovely ladies invited me to the Monday Night 
Moms group which was hosted monthly in 
someone’s home.  I was thrilled to be embraced 
by a new group and looked forward to the first 
gathering not knowing what to expect.  After 
the first gathering I left feeling so encouraged!  
There were many moms there at different stages 
of life—moms of babies, moms who adopted 
children, moms of preschoolers, moms of 
elementary aged children, moms of private 
school students, moms who homeschooled, 
and soon-to-be moms like myself.  I sat there 
absorbing all they were chatting about and 
asked many questions.

The format of Monday Night Moms really 
appealed to me. Topics including parenting, 
marriage, family devotions, and caring 

for our church community were discussed 
through guest speakers, personal testimonies 
from other women in the church, and book 
discussions. We also had informal gatherings 
to share a meal together or to make blankets for 
children in the hospital.  

Looking back, I now realize how this group has 
been such a huge blessing to me.  The friendships 
I have made through the Monday Night Moms 
group over the last eight years have facilitated 
stronger and broader family relationships 
as well.  I am also truly thankful that God 
provided this group as a safe place for me to 
share my struggles, my prayer requests, and 
my joys.  It is so encouraging for me to see the 
relationships that my children have developed 
with the children of my Monday Night Moms 
friends. Looking forward, it warms my heart 
as I know my children will continue to deepen 
those Christ-centered relationships—and forge 
new ones!


