
Fourth Family Huddle
Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020

Matthew 27:45-28:10
Mark 15:33-16:8

Luke 23:44-24:12
John 19:38-20:29

At the Tomb

There are lots of things to think about on this happy Easter morning, 
but today, let’s look at the Bible and talk about four miracles, four 
things that only God could do. They happened from the time Jesus 
died on the cross until his friends discovered the empty tomb. These 
miracles show us how powerful God is!

God’s Power Over the Sun and Earth
The Bible says when Jesus was on the cross it was about 12:00 in the afternoon, (that’s about the 
time you have lunch each day). It was daytime. I don’t know if the sun was shining brightly or 
whether it was kind of cloudy or what the weather was like, but it’s always light outside at 12:00 
noon, but not that day. 

As Jesus hung on the cross, all of a sudden, the sky became 
dark, very dark. And it wasn’t just dark around Jerusalem. 
The Bible says it was dark over the whole land. It probably 
was dark like nighttime. God by his mighty power had 
caused the sun to stop shining. And it became dark.

Then the earth started to shake. It was like an earthquake. 
And the Bible says the rocks split. We don’t know exactly 
what that means – that the rocks split - but it probably was 
something to see and hear. God by his mighty power had 
caused the earth to shake. The dark sky, the shaking earth, it 
was as though the whole universe knew that God’s Son, the 
Lord Jesus, had carried our sins and died on the cross.

God’s Power Over Sin
And then Jesus said, “It is finished,” and when he said those final words something very strange 
happened. It happened in the Temple where all the Jewish men had come to worship and 
where Jesus had taught. In the Temple there was a curtain, a very special curtain. It was a very 
important rule that God had made - no one could pass 
to the other side of the curtain, only the high priest 
could do that and he could do that one time a year, 
only one time all year long.

On the other side of the curtain was the Most Holy 
Place, where God’s presence was. The Most Holy Place 
was separated from the rest of the Temple. No one 
could walk past that curtain or even look inside.

“And on that day, 
declares the Lord God, 

I will make the sun 
go down at noon 

and darken the earth 
in broad daylight.”

Amos 8:9



But on the day that Jesus died, on the day that he said, “It is finished,” everything changed. 
The old way of doing things changed. All of a sudden, the curtain was torn into two pieces 
and now the people could see and walk right into the Most Holy Place. That was a shock. 
God by his mighty power had torn it and He tore it from the top to the bottom. (You might 
demonstrate with a piece of paper.)

No person had torn that big heavy curtain. No person could have done that. A person would 
have torn it from the bottom to the top. No one would have climbed all the way to the top 
and begin to tear it there! Only God would have done it that way. And by tearing that 
curtain in half, God was saying to his people that because Jesus died for their sins, they can 
come directly to God. Their sin will not separate them from God.

God’s Power Over Hearts
There was a Roman soldier standing near the cross. He was a centurion. That means he was in 
charge of many other soldiers. He had been watching Jesus; the Bible says he was “keeping 
guard over him.” He had certainly seen all that had happened. Maybe he heard Jesus’ words 
on the cross, or heard Jesus talking to the thief. We don’t know for sure what he heard, but he 
definitely saw the darkness and felt the earth shake. The centurion became very frightened. 
He had probably seen other men die on crosses, but he had never seen anything like this. The 
centurion looked at Jesus hanging on that cross and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” The 
centurion believed. God by his mighty power had changed the centurion’s heart.

Only God can change people’s hearts so that they believe in him. Nobody believes in Jesus 
unless God has caused him or her to believe. Nobody can really make himself or herself 
believe either. People can say they believe in Jesus. People can even go to church and do 
good things. But when a person really believes in his or her heart, wants to read the Bible to 
learn about Jesus, and prays to him and obeys him that’s true belief and only God can cause 
a person to believe like that. God changes our hearts in such a way that we want to know 
him and as we grow, we begin to see him as the most beautiful and precious person in our 
lives. It’s a miracle that God does by his power when he changes us like that.

God’s Power Over Death
Very early on that first Easter Sunday, Jesus’ friends came to look at the tomb where he had 
been placed. They wanted to make sure everything was OK. But when they arrived, they 
were surprised. It wasn’t like they had left it! The Bible says the angel rolled the big stone away 
and then the angel sat on the stone. The angel looked like lightning, and his clothes were as 
white as snow. The angel looked at Jesus’ friends and said very beautiful words: “Do not be 
afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. He is not here, for he 
has risen.”

The angel was saying that even though Jesus had died on the cross, he was alive again. God 
by his mighty power had raised Jesus from the dead. That was a miracle. Nobody can die 
and come alive again except by the mighty power of God. 

God is very powerful and at Easter, we see his power. God is more powerful than the sun, the 
earth, our hearts and death. And for that we give him great thanks.



Questions
Younger Children

• When Jesus was on the cross what 
happened to the sun?

• What happened to the earth?

• What happened to the curtain inside the 
temple?

• What happened to the centurion?

• What happened to Jesus after he was 
placed in the tomb?

• Who has the power to do all those things?

Older Children

• What did it mean that the curtain was torn in 
the temple?

• Because Jesus rose from the dead, what do 
we know will happen to us one day?

“He is not here, 
for he has risen, 

as he said.”
Matthew 28:6a

A Prayer
Dear Father, you are so powerful. Thank 
you for Easter when we stop and 
remember that Jesus died for our sin and 
that he rose from the dead. Thank you that 
one day we will live with you in Heaven 
forever. Thank you for the gift of eternal life 
that you have promised to all who truly 
believe. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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