




















Alicia (left) grew up going to church and attending a Christian school. She even 
participated in youth groups and summer camps. However, when she went away 
to college, she fully embraced the ways of the world. During that time, she couldn’t 
say that she was truly happy or at peace. Alicia didn’t believe in God. Honestly, she 
didn’t believe in anything.  Alicia bought the message the world preached: the only 
thing you needed to care about was yourself and your happiness, and it’s okay to do 
whatever you need to do to make that happen. After moving around some, Alicia 
returned to Greensboro for graduate school; there she met and became friends 
with Mary Bolen (right) who invited her to Mercy Hill in the fall of 2017. 2018 was an 
extremely trying time for Alicia physically and emotionally — mainly because living 
the way the world deemed normal had taken a toll on her. She started consistently 
going to church with Mary in April of 2018. Throughout the summer, she began 
to realize that she had said “the prayer,” but she never meant it. She had never 
truly and wholeheartedly repented. On September 01, 2018, Alicia gave her life to 
Christ. She was baptized this fall, and she hasn’t looked back. Turning from worldly 
ways has not been easy, but being in God’s Word and surrounding herself with true 
community has been life changing. Alicia is learning what joy and true happiness 
the gospel can bring. Alicia has seen Christ using her life for his mission in just the 
few months she’s been a believer, and she is so excited to fulfill God’s will for her life! 





According to Emmanuel, the value that the Mercy Hill community has had on his 
life is indescribable. He would not be the man or Christian that he is today had 
it not been for the leadership present at Mercy Hill. God used men in the Mercy 
Hill community to help Emmanuel walk through certain issues that he would 
not have been able to deal with alone. Specifically, Clifton Road Campus Pastor 
Gary Rivers selflessly gave of his time and energy to meet with Emmanuel once 
a week over the course of eight months to help him walk through things he was 
struggling with. Gary helped Emmanuel truly understand and grasp how powerful 
God’s grace is. Out of that understanding, Emmanuel made the decision to get 
baptized. He wanted to show on the outside all that was happening on the inside. 
He wanted to put on display the fact that Jesus brought him from death to life. 
Emmanuel is eternally grateful to God for placing Gary in his life through Mercy 
Hill. The Mercy Hill community has helped him grow in his knowledge of Christ and 
his love for him. “It gets very hard at times,” Emmanuel said, “but the great thing 
is that I don’t have to deal with the hard times by myself. I have God’s Spirit inside 
of me, and I can always count on him to empower me during the tough times.”



THE EDGEFIELD ROAD CAMPUS 
LAUNCHED ON JANUARY 21, 2018.
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Madison Crandall knew about the Lord, but she never took the initiative to 
surrender herself to him as King of her life. That was until Elevate Camp this past 
summer with Mercy Hill Students. At Elevate, Madison proclaimed Christ as her 
Lord and Savior, and her life began to change; she began to seek God’s will for 
her life and obey his commands. One way that God has really grown Madison 
is in sharing her faith. Madison was never the type of person that would openly 
talk about her faith. However, as she committed to follow Christ, she learned to 
push through any awkwardness in evangelistic conversations. The Spirit revealed 
to her that these conversations were sanctifying to her and glorifying to the 
Lord. Not only that, but they are absolutely necessary when considering the 
eternal status of the hearer’s soul. Madison discovered that embodying Christ 
and bearing his fruit furthers God’s kingdom and brings glory to his Name.








































