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Background 

 Hospital admissions and readmissions could potential-

ly be avoided or minimized through educating the 

community and health care professionals on the geri-

atric syndromes and its adverse events.   Education is 

both valuable and necessary when dealing with the 

older adult population due to the challenging nature 

of caring for those with multiple comorbidities and an 

aging body.   

 

Goal 

 Educate the community and bring awareness to the 

specific needs of this growing population. 

 

Audience 

 Health care workers and community members 

 

Objectives 

 Discuss the importance of community education re-

garding geriatrics 

 Illustrate the process that was followed to dissemi-

nate information 

 Demonstrate the time line to promote community 

awareness 

GERIATRICS 

AWARENESS 

 Education was provided to 

skilled nursing facility (SNF) 

healthcare providers.   

 Topics were chosen by the SNF 

administrators, but included 

urinary tract infections, system 

inflammatory response  

  syndrome (SIRS) recognition 

1st Excellence in Geriatric Care Conference was held in 

2013 to  educate healthcare professionals to enhance the 

delivery of best practice in geriatric care.  The 3rd Annual 

Excellence in Geriatric Care Conference will be held in 

August 2015.  Topics to be discussed are: hoarding in the 

elderly, sexuality among the older adults, care  

transitions, polypharmacy and cardiology. 

Hospital Initiatives: 

 Geriatric Resource Nurse Training 

 Advancement of NICHE to  

  sister hospitals 

 Focused geriatric education for 

  medical and advanced practice  

  nursing students 

 MACE consult development 

 Transitions of Care Initiative 

The Acute Care of the Elderly Unit was represented at various 

health fairs and events.  Clinical nurses were available to answer 

the community members regarding this special unit.  Members 

of the NICHE team and ACE unit provided lectures to several 

community groups.  Topics that were discussed included: 

the basics of dementia, caregiver stress and how to deal with it,  

and fall prevention in the home.   

Special thanks to  our Medical Director, Dr. Terrie 

Ginsberg, and our geriatric resource nurses! 


