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TIGHT AT TOP 
CONTINUED 
Aaron Ekblad from the Barrie 
Colts has the size you look for 
when projecting defenseman 
who may have what it takes to 
consider them as number one 
overall type prospects. We 
don’t see him possessing 
enough talent in other areas of 
his game to rank him on top in 
our pre-season list. It’s a 
consistent opinion from our 
scouts with enough viewings of 
Ekblad that he needs to 
improve in his own end and 
progress with some of  his 
footwork. These are areas that 
can be improved on this 
season, so Ekblad will be in the 
race for #1 all season.

Michael Dal Colle is a big 
skilled forward. We watched 
him a lot going back to 
Bantam, let alone Minor 
Midget and during his rookie 
season last year. He is a player 
with potential to progress up 
the ranks with a good season.

Leon Draisaitl is another 
player with plenty of  potential. 
He is another one of  the 
players we feel has a chance to 
make a lot of  noise in the top 
10. 

We honestly feel like the race 
for the 1st overall spot is more 
wide open this season than it 
has been in many years. 
Players like Nick Ritchie and 
Jakub Vrana had their stocks 
slide a bit for us last season but 
both possess huge upside. We 
won’t be surprised if  both 
players make statements with 
their play this season.

Adrian Kempe is a player who 
has continued to rise on our 
rankings with each and every 
viewing.

While rankings lists are fun for 
fans to look at, there are many 
months of  games before the 
NHL Draft next june. The 
scouting starts now.

  

Not much separating many of  the 
2014 NHL Draft’s top prospects. 
The 2013 Draft was one of  the strongest in recent history. You 
could make an argument that any of  the first five or six players 
selected had 1st overall type skills in their arsenal. 

When we first started to look at ranking the 2014 crop back in 
February, we quickly saw that this was a much different group at 
the top of  the draft. None of  the players jump out at us in the pre-
season as an absolute lock as far a number one overall player. I 
guess the best way to summarize it (at this point anyway) is that we 
would’ve much rather held the 1st overall pick last year rather  
than this season. 

With that said, there are some great prospects available this 
season. It was as difficult to produce this pre-season top 30 as any 
we have ever compiled. We asked our scouts to make their own 
lists and submit them, many commented that it was not easy to 
select or rank the top 30. We produced a list back in May and we 
do have some changes in our list included in this newsletter. 

Sam Reinhart of  the Kootenay Ice leads the way in our pre-season 
rankings by a slim margin over  Aaron Ekblad. In the end we 
chose the more complete game from Reinhart at this point over 
Nylander and his high level skill and Ekblad on the backend. 
There were many other players in the running, names like 
Draisaitl, Barbashev and Dal Colle to name just a few.

One of  the most important 
tournaments each NHL 
Draft season is the World 
Under 18 Championships 
held in April. Last season we 
made the trip to Sochi, 
Russia to get our final look 
at some players. This April 
the tourney shifts to Finland.

TIGHT AT THE TOP

Sam Reinhart of the Western Hockey League’s Kootenay Ice
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Nikolay Goldobin isn’t the 
only talented Russian for 
the OHL’s Sarnia Sting
Ever since the Cornwall/Newmarket Royals 
arrived in Sarnia nearly 20 years ago, the 
Sting have always brought in talented 
Russians from the import draft. From 
Montreal Canadiens second rounder 
Alexander Buturlin and former Anaheim 
Ducks prospect Maxim Rybin, to former 
Phoenix Coyotes/Florida Panthers forward 
Ivan Novoseltsev, who recorded a 57 goal 
season in the OHL. Sarnia has always been 
able to acquire talented Russian forwards. 
 
Over recent seasons Sarnia fans have been 
able to watch the highly talented top picks 
Nail Yakupov and our #1 prospect for the 
2012 NHL Entry Draft, Alex Galchenyuk at 
the RBC Centre. Now, heading into the 
2013 NHL Entry Draft, the Sarnia Sting 
have forward Nikolay Goldobin who is 
poised to become a first round pick and has 
the potential to possibly become a top 10 
pick in this year’s NHL Draft. He has a 
number of  standout skills that catch your 
eye. Many will notice his flash and ability to 
score highlight reel goals. His outstanding 
goals have been featured on national 
broadcasts on every major sports station in 
Canada and he has the ability to evade 
multiple defenders and beat the goaltender 

with calm composure. However the most 
impressive skill we’ve seen watching him for 
longer periods of  time, is his passing ability. 
Goldobin has tremendous vision which 
allows him to read the play and he has the 
hands to thread the needle on a consistent 
basis. With a powerful shot, quick release, 
good passing ability, smooth hands and 
highlight reel moves, Nikolay is a multi-
faceted threat in the offensive zone. Unlike 
many skilled players, Nikolay has shown 
while playing both internationally and in 
the OHL, that he is willing to hustle back 
into defensive position to help his team. 
When he acquires the puck in his own zone 
he possesses the skills to skate out of  his 
zone with the puck. We would like to see 
Goldobin improve in his sometimes timid 
nature around contact. While we never 
expect him to be a physical player, we think 
he needs to become more comfortable with 
giving and receiving contact. We will be 
watching Goldobin closely this season.

Sarnia adds more Russians 
this season
This season, Sarnia brought in yet another 
Russian in Vladislav Kodola. Born in 
Belarus and representing Russia 
internationally for the first time at the Ivan 
Hlinka U18 Memorial Tournament, 
Kodola comes to Sarnia much in the same 

light as Goldobin did; with limited 
knowledge of  him on the international stage 
and with a wealth of  very raw tools. 
Vladislav is a little smaller than Nikolay was 
when he entered camp, but is also a better 
skater than Nikolay was in his late August 
debut in training camp. Kodola has good 
hands and is effective at carrying the puck 
showing elusiveness and awareness of  the 
play around him. Vladislav thus far appears 
to be a little bit more of  a passer than a 
shooter. He moves the puck intelligently and 
has been capable of  creating scoring 
chances early on in pre-season for his 
teammates. Kodola, like Goldobin has a late 
birthdate making him eligible for the 2015 
NHL Entry Draft. In that time we hope the 
5’9” Kodola is able to grow and add muscle 
to handle the physical rigors of  Canadian 
junior hockey for a full season. 
 
If  this wasn’t enough, Sarnia also has 
Daniel Nikandrov, who was recently passed 
over at the 2013 NHL Entry Draft. Daniel 
is a very good two-way forward and showed 
tremendous chemistry with Goldobin and 
his Russian background has helped 
Goldobin adjust to North America. 

SARNIA’S TALENTED RUSSIANS
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THE ROOKIE CROP
There are some impressive young players entering the CHL. Here is a small sampling

Travis Konecny – C – Ottawa 67’s 
 Ottawa made Travis the first player chosen in the 2013 OHL 
Draft and he should help with the rebuild in Ottawa by making an 
impact this year. Konecny has outstanding speed and has a lot of  
shiftiness in his game allowing him to change directions on a dime. 
He avoids contact extremely well. Every year there seems to be 
players Travis’ size who are highly regarded. What separates 
Konecny from this group is his intelligence level with and without 
the puck. Travis cannot be labeled as a shooter or a passer, he 
reads situations exceptionally well and makes the decision to give 
his team the best chance to succeed on the play. 

Mitchell Marner – RC – London Knights 
Mitchell was selected  in the1st round, 19th Overall by the London 
Knights. He showed elite offensive talent for the Don Mills Flyers 
last season and has already showed flashes in pre-season games 
with London. Marner possesses excellent puck skills and has the 
creativity and ability to constantly beat defenders in 1-on-1 
situations. Marner also displays an elite scoring touch and is good 
at beating goaltenders with a variety of  different dekes and both 
slap and wrist shots from all areas of  the offensive zone. He shows 
excellent playmaking skills, constantly making his linemates better 
by putting setting them up in great scoring situations. He is a threat 
to score on every shift and if  he does not have the puck he is in 
constant puck pursuit. Unlike some players from his draft class, 
Marner is joining a team with a boatload of  talent on the roster. 
He will need to be patient while trying to play his way into more 
icetime. 

Garrett McFadden – LD –Guelph Storm
Garrett was selected 1st round, 12th Overall by the Guelph Storm 
and he possesses great skating ability with explosive strides and 
good acceleration. He jumps up on 
the rush to join the attack and drive 
hard to the net. He has good hands 
and can protect the puck well on 
the rush, and is also able to pass the 
puck up out of  the zone effectively. 
He creates offense constantly for his 
team and is very dangerous in the 
offensive zone. McFadden joins a 
Guelph team which returns a strong 
core to their roster this year 
although goaltending is a concern. 
McFadden should be able to carve a 
nice role for himself  as a rookie on 
the backend.

Mathew Barzal – RC – Seattle 
Thunderbirds 
Barzal is an elite, offensively skilled 
centre who has put up points at every level that he played in. 
Barzal always seems to be around the puck. His hockey instincts 
are very impressive as he seems to be about 3-4 steps ahead of  the 
play every time. He has very soft, quick hands and he can easily 
maneuver through traffic and make opponents look silly. Barzal’s 
best asset is his playmaking ability which he has already shown off  

along with his scoring touch in the pre season. Barzal has 4 points 
so far this fall.

Nicolas Roy – C/RW – Chicoutimi Sagueneens
Roy won the Mario Lemieux trophy this season, which is given to 
the best 15 year old prospect in Midget AAA. He accomplished 
this even though he missed several games due to a shoulder injury. 
His biggest quality is his vision and anticipation. He is always in 
the right place and he is already able to excel in different areas: 
block shots, covering passing lanes, effective back checks. He uses 
his body well deep in the zone to win puck battles and to create 
space for teammates. Roy was the 1st overall pick in last June’s 
QMJHL Entry Draft, and was recently traded to the Sags for 3 
first round picks (2014, 2015 & 2016)

Ethan Szypula – RC – Owen Sound Attack
Szypula was selected 1st round, 17th Overall by the Owen Sound 
Attack. Ethan may be one of  the best offensive players in the entire 
2013 OHL Draft. He is an explosive skater with excellent speed 
and agility and handles the puck extremely well. Szypula possesses 
a very high level of  hockey sense and reads plays and situations 
very well and quickly. zone. He also possesses a quick, powerful 
shot. His hands may be his best asset. He is a skilled player who 
was a very solid pick for the Attack at #17 overall.

Dylan Strome – C – Erie Otters
Dylan was selected 2nd Overall by the Erie Otters and is the 
younger brother of  New York Islanders prospect Ryan Stome.  
Dylan uses his size and soft hands to shield the puck from 
defenders and is fairly solid on his feet making it quite the hard task 
to knock him off  the puck.  Strome possesses the ability to read the 
ice exceptionally well and uses strong vision and creativity to 

constantly keep defenders guessing his next move. Dylan is a very 
strong playmaker and is always looking to set up his line mates for 
easy scoring opportunities. Dylan uses a strong wrist shot and 
would benefit from shooting more often rather than too often 
looking for the extra fancy pass. Strome joins the young and 
improving Otters who may finally be able to think playoffs again.

THE DRAFT NEWS
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ON OUR RADAR
In our “On Our Radar” section in our pre-
season newsletter last season we mentioned a 
few relatively unknown players such as Frederick 
Gauthier (21st to Toronto) and Laurent 
Dauphin (39th to Phoenix) who had played 
midget prior to last season. We also included 
Remi Elie (40th to Dallas) who was a rookie for 
London last year. This year we will list a players 
who have made an impression on us despite not 
being as widely talked about as some other 
prospects.

Julien Nantel, Rouyn-Noranda 
Huskies
Nantel was drafted in the 2nd round of  the 
2012 QMJHL draft by the Rouyn-Noranda 
Huskies but decided to play an extra year of  
Midget hockey with the Laval-Montreal 
Rousseau Royal.  Ice time was a big reason for 
spending an extra year in Midget, and what a 
year it was. Nantel was one of  the top two-way 
performers in the Quebec Midget AAA league 
and helped his club win bronze at the 2013 
Telus Cup. The Laval native was also a top 
performer for team Quebec at the U17 Hockey 
Challenge, where Team Quebec finished 4th.  

Nantel is an excellent two-way forward with a 
strong work ethic and great skating abilities that 
give defensemen trouble on the rush. He has 
great explosion in his first three steps and great 
skating technique that helps him distance 
opponents and find lanes to the net. Even 
though he’s not a center, he was, during most of 
his time at the midget level, the first forward 
back in his own zone to help his defensemen 
out. Nantel has good puck control at top speed 
and makes good use of  his size to protect it, he 
can also play a dump and chase type of  game 
and use his size well in board battles. Very good 
hockey sense makes Nantel a dangerous player 
without the puck as he’s very quick to jump on 
turnovers and can create them with his active 
stick. He reads the game well and uses his 
hockey IQ to be a better player shift after shift. 

Nantel is a threat in the offensive zone thanks to 
his great shot and lethal release. He can 
seemingly score from anywhere and likes to use 
his shot. There’s not much we don’t like about 
Julien’s game and we feel he will be an impact 
player for the Huskies right away this season. 

Nantel impressed us last season and sat just 
outside our top 30 back in our June 2014 NHL 
Draft rankings. After watching him in Toronto 
this summer we have moved him into our pre-
season top 30.

Steven Lorentz-Peterborough 
Petes
Unlike Nantel, Lorenz is not threatening our top 
30 prospects ranking, but we are looking 
forward to seeing what kind of  season he can 
have as a rookie with the Petes. Lorentz was the 
226th overall selection by the Petes in the 2012 
OHL Priority Selection. He was not a big kid 
back in his OHL Draft year but has grown into 
a 6’2” prospect. Lorentz will need to virtually 
come out of  nowhere just to be selected next 
June but it’s not like that hasn’t happened 
before. Plenty of  scouts will be scouting Nick 
Ritchie this season, so Lorentz will get his 
chance to impress. 

Brett Hargrave - Sarnia Sting
While the other former Mississauga Rebel, 
Damian Bourne, has been more in the forefront, 
we have always rated Hargrave slightly ahead of 
Bourne. Hargrave did not seem to be 100% in 
sync last season but we are intrigued by what he 
will bring to the table this year under a new 
coaching regime. Brett just missed being slotted 
inside our top 40 list for the pre-season so we 
definitely see his potential.

Seamus Malone - Dubuque 
Fighting Saints
Malone is picking up right where he left off  last 
season. We like his game a lot. He can play in all 
situations has phenomenal hands and does 
nothing but create plays.  He doesn’t have a lot 
of  size but he plays bigger than his 5’10” 160 
lbs . He's a good skater, strong on his feet and 
isn't afraid to go into the tough areas. Malone is 
aggressive and plays with a good edge. His feet 
are always moving. He is the kind of  player you 
could put on a line with anyone and he'd make 
things happen, but being up on a top line with 
top line talent makes him all the more 
dangerous.

From Sweden

Emil Johansson 
HV71, Defense  
May 6th, 1996         
6´0” 194 lbs

Emil is a skilled strong 
Defenseman. He has really 
developed his skating with 
much better balance and 
quickness. He is moving 
much better on the ice and is 
quick to transition from 
forward to backwards. His 
backward skating is very 
strong and it makes him 
especially difficult to beat 1 
on 1 as he combines the 
good feet with good body 
and stick position. 

He is a good puck mover 
and takes advantage of  his 
skating and overall solid 
puck protection skills.

He has developed his 
strength to play a more 
physical brand of  hockey, he 
reads the play well over the 
ice but needs to play with a 
little bit more patience in his 
game as it would  help with 
his positioning, both 
offensive and defensive. 

He has a good quick shot 
but he must use it more and 
work harder to get the puck 
through to the net.

Emil is a player who has 
been on our radar and could 
prove to be a sleeper in this 
2014 NHL Draft. 

THE DRAFT NEWS
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July 27, 2013, Team Red vs. Team White (Team Canada U18)

RED #4 LD Martin, Brycen (2014) - Brycen was arguably the 
best defenseman on the ice today. He showed excellent hockey 
sense in all three zones and made very quick and accurate 
decisions with the puck. Martin has great on ice vision and 
processed things faster than most junior level defensemen can. 
Brycen transitioned back defensively very well and was willing to 
take the body regularly. He was solid defensively in one on one 
situations today.

RED #5 RD Mayo, Dysin (2014) - Dysin consistently displayed 
excellent intelligence with the puck. He regularly made the 
intelligent decision with the puck and sent multiple high level 
breakout passes up ice to initiate the offense.

RED #7 RW Dal Colle, Michael (2014) - Michael showed good 
hands through traffic and was able to utilize this to create scoring 
chances. He is extremely strong with the puck, particularly deep 
in the offensive zone along the wall. He’s very tough to contain 
and even tougher to knock off  the puck.

RED #10 RW Pepin, Alexis (2014) - Alexis finished his checks 
regularly and battled very well physically. He was too easy to 
contain with the puck in one on one situations and was regularly 
shut down when he would test the defensemen.

RED #15 RC Cornel, Eric (2014) - Eric scored the opening goal 
on a bit of  a weak wrist shot. Eric utilized his good speed and 
drove the wing with the puck very effectively. He showed the 
awareness to utilize his speed more intelligently to expose 
defenders that lacked the footwork to keep up with him. He also 
has great size which makes this all the more effective. He utilized 
these skills to create offense and set up scoring chances for his 
team.

RED #18 RW Hawryluk, Jayce (2014) - Jayce showed us a lot of  
talent in this game. He is speedy and controls the puck very well 
displaying good hands and elusiveness. He showed intelligent 
positioning five on five and on the power play making him 
available for scoring options. He usually cycled the puck well in 
the offensive zone however he got caught a few times trying to 
make a great play with the puck when the smart simple play 
would have been the better option. He finishes his checks and 
plays aggressively both with his body and his stick but he took a 
really bad holding penalty in this game, one that appeared to be a 
lazy penalty more than anything. 

RED #21 LC Bishop, Clark (2014) - Bishop rushes the puck very 
well carrying it with confidence and speed. He showed very good 
two-way ability and hurries back into defensive positioning and 
prides himself  in working hard in his own zone. He showed a 
good move with the puck coming out front from behind the net 
and beating the goaltender. He also displayed his puck control on 
the shootout as well.

RED #20 LW Virtanen, Jake (2014) - Jake was hit or miss today 
as he disappeared a few times. However he is elusive along the 

board and he controls the puck extremely well down low. In 
addition to this he’s built pretty big but possesses very good speed 
and protects the puck intelligently. Jake also has a very powerful 
shot with a good release.

RED #24 LW Chartier, Rourke (2014) - Rourke was effective on 
the penalty kill displaying good positioning and clearing the zone 
consistently and effectively.

RED #1 G Billia, Julio (2014) - Julio covered the lower part of  the 
net extremely well all game long. He did however get exposed 
high a few times. Billia displayed outstanding quickness.

WHT #2 RD Ekblad, Aaron (2014) - Aaron displayed good 
physicality in this game. He struggled in the past in battles in his 
own zone but he showed a largely increased knowledge from last 
season to using his body well along the boards and using his size 
to protect the puck. He intelligently identified the play and got 
back to give a passing option to his defensive partner on a risky 
play. He consistently made a good first pass. While he looked 
improved today, he did get caught trying to be too fancy with the 
puck, something that he simply lacks the footwork for and it 
resulted in an odd man rush for the opposition.

WHT #4 RD Carrier, Alexandre (2015) - Alexandre was very 
effective in both ends of  the ice tonight. He follows the play and 
his man very well in the defensive zone. He also displays above 
average skating, handles the puck well under pressure and takes 
the hit to make the play. He made good decisions with the puck 
and is willing to take the hit to make the play. 

WHT #5 LD LeBlanc, Olivier (2014) - Olivier is an effective 
skater and usually strong with the puck rushing it and making 
smart decisions with it. However he did make the odd puck 
mistake. LeBlanc was good in one on one situations at times 
saving some good scoring chances.

THE DRAFT NEWS
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WHT #7 LD Fleury, Haydn (2014) - Haydn showed mixed play 
in today’s scrimmage. On the positive side he is a huge physical 
defenseman and uses his size extremely well asserting himself  
regularly. He made some good passes up ice and although he isn’t 
a great skater he is capable of  carrying the puck up ice. He was a 
little slow in transition and quick turnovers gave him trouble. He 
also was not very effective at making decisions with the puck in 
the offensive zone.

WHT #10 LW Bennett, Sam (2014) - Sam put forward a great 
effort in tonight’s game. He displayed great hands and moved 
through traffic extremely well with the puck. He made some 
strong plays creating chances and although he was willing to hit, a 
lack of  strength got exposed a bit along the wall tonight as he lost 
several battles, some of  which he simply should have won.

WHT #18 LC Fabbri, Robby (2014) - Robby was all over the ice 
tonight creating scoring chances. He scored one of  his own, team 
White’s third goal picking up a rebound in the slot and quickly 
finishing. Despite a lack of  size, Robby protected the puck very 
well and was able to combine this with his speed to go wide on 
defenders. He displayed good passing ability on the rush to create 
chances for his team. He was also willing to hurry back and 
contribute defensively. Overall a very strong performance tonight 
by Robby.

WHT #19 LC MacMaster, Tanner (2014) - Tanner has excellent 
speed and when he combines this with his puck skills he was able 
to drive wide on defensemen and set up a few scoring chances for 
his line mates. He displays good hands in traffic and handles the 
puck well under pressure. While Tanner was one of  the best pure 
puck handling forwards in this game, he was regularly caught 
trying to do too much with it, resulting in turnovers. 

WHT #21 RW Nantel, Julien (2014) - Julian was noticeable in 
this game for his excellent skating ability. He moves very well and 
utilized his skating abilities to contribute in all three zones. He 
pressured the puck carrier consistently throughout the game and 
created turnovers. Julien was surprisingly effective along the wall 
winning a lot of  battles and showed a lot of  intelligence with the 
puck down low in the offensive zone.  

WHT #1 G Moran, Brent (2014) - Brent did a few things very 
well tonight. He shows good positional intelligence when cutting 
down angles for shooters and coming out a good distance to take 
away shooting options. He is also a very effective and consistent 
puck handler. However he really struggled overall tonight. His 
lack of  side to side movement was really exposed in tonight’s 
game and did not possess the quickness on cross ice passes. He 
allowed a soft goal stick side and gave up far too many rebounds 
into the slot. 

Scouts Notes: The pace of  this scrimmage took a while to get 
rolling. Things went pretty slow for the first 40 minutes where 
Team White took a 3-1 lead. However in the third period the 
pace picked up and the game got interesting. Team Red came 
back to tie the game at 3-3, but Team White would regain the 
lead for good this time wrapping up a 7-4 victory. In addition to 

the reports above several players caught our eye for several 
different reason. Here are some of  them for each team. For Team 
Red, Alex Peters (2014) has noticeably improved his skating since 
April, however his pivoting still needs work and was exposed. 
Nelson Nogier (2014) provided great physicality and made some 

smart plays with the 
puck. Carl Neill 
(2014) showed some 
intriguing potential 
rushing the puck up 
ice effectively and 
consistently making 
the intelligent first 
pass out of  the 
zone. For Team 
White Roland 
McKeown (2014) 
contributed 

offensively putting the puck through a screen in the back of  the 
net. He also provided a solid, reliable presence on the blueline for 
his team. Joe Hicketts (2014) did surprisingly well in battles along 
the boards considering his size. Ryan Pilon (2015) made a few 
intelligent breakout passes and possesses a low, hard point shot. 
Brendan Lemieux (2014) asserted himself  physically but 
sometimes would go out of  position to finish on a check. He 
chipped in offensively scoring Team White’s second goal of  the 
game finishing on a rebound.

July 28, 2013, Team Red vs. Team White (Team Canada 
U18 Camp)

RED #2 LD Middleton, Jacob (2014) - Middleton was noticeable 
rushing the puck up the ice effectively showing the ability to 
handle the puck at speed. Jacob battled well in corners and 
consistently competed along the boards.

RED #4 LD Martin, Brycen (2014) - Brycen started out very 
strong in tonight’s game. He was skating very well and displayed 
excellent puck movement. However in the second and the third 
period he really struggled, beginning with a puck misplay on the 
power play giving Team White a shorthanded opportunity. He 
then got burned one on one when trying to stop the short handed 
rush. He was caught making a few more bad decisions 
positionally and with the puck throughout the remainder of  the 
game. 

RED #5 RD Mayo, Dysin (2014) - Dysin’s skating and puck 
rushing ability was on full display today. He has excellent skating 
ability and rushed the puck almost at will. He is agile and 
intelligent knowing when to test the opposition one on one and 
when to pass off  to a linemate. 

RED #7 LW Dal Colle, Michael (2014) - Michael was effective 
again using his size and puck skills in traffic. He made an 
outstanding pass to set up Team Red’s third goal of  the game. He 
then scored the fourth goal for his team finishing off  on a great 
pass. 

RED #9 RD Neill, Carl (2014) - Carl showed good 
understanding of  how to use his body along the boards to protect 
and control the puck. He was effective in battles and won more 
than his share. He is capable of  protecting the puck for long 
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long periods of  time. He was solid defensively in one on one 
situations and would regularly either carry the puck up ice or pass 
it up to a teammate. Carl makes quick decisions on the point with 
the puck and will pinch in at intelligent times when the situation 
calls for it. He scored the game winning goal tonight moving in 
off  the point with heavy offensive zone pressure and wired the 
puck past the goaltender.

RED #10 RW Pepin, Alexis (2014) - Alexis showed good 
physicality throughout this game. He was clearly the strongest 
player on the ice tonight and when the game was at a slow pace 
he was fairly dominant especially along the wall and finishing his 
checks. However he did not work very hard at getting back 
defensively or competing in his own zone. This combined with his 
weak skating caused him to struggle at several parts of  this game.

RED #12 RW Perlini, Brendan (2014) - Brendan really stepped 
up his game today. He shows good speed and puck protection 
ability. He played a huge part in creating Team Red’s game 
winning goal. He moved the puck accurately while possessing a 
strong release on his shot. He generally made great decisions with 
the puck around shooting and passing. Brendan is lanky 
possessing good skating ability and can generate good speed. 

RED #18 RW Hawryluk, Jayce (2014) - Jayce put together 
another great performance again today. He utilized his speed and 
is very elusive when controlling the puck. He consistently created 
scoring chances and made a nice play to set up the final goal of  
the game with a great pass. He also scored one of  his own 
displaying a laser quick release on his shot going top shelf.

RED #19 RC Point, Brayden (2014) - Brayden displayed 
excellent speed and creativity throughout the game. He controls 
the puck very well and shows confidence in making puck 
decisions. He utilized his speed to help his team out defensively 
and battled in all three zones. 

RED #20 LW Virtanen, Jake (2014) - Jake displays excellent puck 
skills and speed. He protects the puck very well and is built solid. 
There were moments in this game where he was able to take over 
entire shifts. Jake is creative with the puck, but while he made 
some great plays with the puck he can get caught being too fancy 
at times. Jake will hit when it is available but doesn’t try to force 
physical play. 

RED #1 G Billia, Julio (2014) - Billia once again stood tall and 
was arguably the best goaltender on the ice. He used his excellent 
lower body quickness and great reflexes to shutdown Team White 
and post a shutout over a half  game.

RED #31 G McDonald, Mason (2014) - Mason put on a great 
performance today facing over 20 shots but only allowing one 
goal in his half  of  the game. He displays great quickness and 
recovery for such a big goaltender. He follows the play well and 
possesses good reaction time. Mason presents his glove properly 
and early allowing him to be ready for quick developing plays. 
Mason gets his big body in front of  shots consistently. 

RED #15 RC Cornel, Eric (2014) - Eric displayed great speed 
tonight along with very smart puck movement to consistently 
advance the puck up ice.

WHT #2 RD Ekblad, Aaron (2014) - In this game Aaron showed 
off  his excellent shooting ability. He rarely looks off  an 
opportunity to shoot the puck from the point, but continuously 
found ways to get the puck on the net from the point tonight.

WHT #3 LD Hicketts, Joe (2014) - For the second straight night, 
Hicketts showed he’s stronger than he looks winning a lot more 
battles than he should have. He was hit or miss with the puck as 
he made some good plays, but also made some mistakes that sent 
the play in the opposite direction.

WHT #6 RD McKeown, Roland (2014) - Roland competed hard 
all night long. He was willing to battle in the corners and finished 
several checks in this game. He was also very consistent with the 
puck, regularly making the intelligent play. 

WHT #7 LD Fleury, Haydn (2014) - Fleury was impressive 
tonight with his ability and willingness to go to war every single 
shift. He has great size and uses every bit of  it to assert himself  
along the wall, out front of  the net and finish checks. He was 
effective in one on one defensive situations and made some simple 
puck plays tonight.

WHT #2 RD Ekblad, Aaron (2014) - In this game Aaron showed 
off  his excellent shooting ability. He rarely looks off  an 
opportunity to shoot the puck from the point, but continuously 
found ways to get the puck on the net from the point tonight.

WHT #3 LD Hicketts, Joe (2014) - For the second straight night, 
Hicketts showed he’s stronger than he looks winning a lot more 
battles than he should have. He was hit or miss with the puck as 
he made some good plays, but also made some mistakes that sent 
the play in the opposite direction.

WHT #6 RD McKeown, Roland (2014) - Roland competed hard 
all night long. He was willing to battle in the corners and finished 
several checks in this game. He was also very consistent with the 
puck, regularly making the intelligent play. 

WHT #7 LD Fleury, Haydn (2014) - Fleury was impressive 
tonight with his ability and willingness to go to war every single 
shift. He has great size and uses every bit of  it to assert himself  
along the wall, out front of  the net and finish checks. He was 
effective in one on one defensive situations and made some simple 
puck plays tonight.

WHT #10 LW Bennett, Sam (2014) - Sam was notable for his 
great offensive zone puck control. He’s hard to remove from the 
puck and drew two separate penalties tonight with his puck 
control and his ability to protect the puck. He showed a real 
physical edge at a few moments in this game. 

WHT #18 LC Fabbri, Robby (2014) - Robby utilized his speed 
very effectively in this game to get the puck up the ice and into 
the offensive zone. He played with a lot of  energy but made 
multiple mental errors in tonight’s game.
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WHT #20 LW Lemieux, Brendan (2014) - Brendan got involved 
early on in this game cleaning up a rebound out front and giving 
Team White their only goal of  the game. He displayed excellent 
physicality. However aside from that he looked very, very lazy at 
several points in this game and wasn’t competing on his side of  
the red line at one point shooting the puck down the ice when he 
acquired it in his own zone despite his team facing very 
littlepressure. 

WHT #21 RW Nantel, Julien (2014) - Julian was very good along 
the boards tonight and cycled the puck extremely well. He has 
quick reaction time and possesses the hands  and vision to create 
multiple scoring chances. He showed some great individual moves 
and ability to beat defenders one on one. He made intelligent 
passing/shooting decisions and has a fairly powerful shot which 
he utilized due to great positioning and the ability to get into 
scoring areas.

WHT #22 LC Gropp, Ryan (2015) - Gropp displayed excellent 
positional awareness and hockey sense. His vision is very strong 
and appears to see the ice extremely well. He consistently keeps 
his feet moving and opens himself  up as an option. He shows a 
ton of  maturity on the ice and his knowledge of  the game seems 
far ahead of  most his age. 

WHT #23 RW Watson, Spencer (2014) - Spencer put forward an 
outstanding performance in tonight’s game. He displayed 
exceptional puck skills and the ability to remain calm under 
pressure. He will go into traffic with the puck as the smallest guy 
and will escape with the puck seemingly untouched and able to 
create a scoring chance. Spencer was all over the ice and he 
always seems to know exactly where the puck is going. He created 
a wealth of  scoring chances but his team was shutdown tonight by 

hot goaltending. The only flaw found in his game tonight was late 
when he took a very unnecessary goaltender interference penalty.

WHT #25 RW Duke, Reid (2014) - Reid displayed excellent 
skating ability and energy as he was flying all over the ice. He’s 
physical and will take every opportunity he can to finish his 
checks. He was persistent forcing turnovers both on the forecheck 
and on the back check. It didn’t matter what zone Reid was in, he 
was always showing an exceptional compete level and left a great 
impression in this game.

WHT #26 LC McCann, Jared (2014) - Jared had a great 
presence on the power play. He was willing to compete out front 
but showed great positional awareness to get open and always 
make himself  available for passes in high scoring areas. Jared 
simply looked like he was trying to do too much as he made some 
good moves and got a few chances to put his name on the 
scoresheet but simply got caught up in being too fancy and trying 
to do too much and ended up with nothing in this game. Jared 
has a great amount of  potential but simply didn’t play up to it 
through two days of  camp.

Scouts Notes: The competitiveness in this 2nd game absolutely 
blew away the pace of  last night’s game. Right from the start, 
players were much more competitive. Goaltending was the 
difference in this game, as both teams came out with equal efforts 
and both created many scoring chances. The teams finished the 
first period tied at 1-1 but Team Red was able to capitalize on a 
few scoring chances taking a 3-1 lead into the third before ending 
this game with a 3-1 victory. In addition to the reports above, 
Team White had a few notable performances. Alexandre Carrier 
(2015) showed a willingness to play physical despite not being very 
big. He is also a very good skater. Ryan Pilon (2015) Was notable 
winning several battles in the slot during the penalty kill. Nicolas 
Aube-Kubel (2014) made some good quick decisions with the 
puck. Payton Lee (2014) Peyton follows the play very well and 
handled traffic admirably on the power play.
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1. Same Reinhart - RC- Kootenay Ice
His name has been around for a while and his brothers have been 
drafted before him. He’s smart, skilled and will have a battle on 
his hands all year in this years tight race to be drafted #1 overall.

2. Aaron Ekblad - RD - Barrie Colts
The player granted exceptional status 
played in big games with Barrie last season. 
He will try to lead his Colts in a weak OHL 
Eastern conference this season. We want to 
see a bit quicker feet and more consistent 
play in his own zone. He enters the season 
after a strong Hlinka tourney.

3. William Nylander -LW- Rogle 
He is loaded with high end skill and could 

easily be the 1st player selected if  he can show more consistency. 
This kid is a human highlight reel at times. 

4. Jakub Vrana -LC- Linkoping
Vrana really impressed us two years ago at the U18 but took a 
step back in our eyes this past April in Sochi with some 
inconsistent play. He’s showed off  his skills this summer and sits 
inside our top 10 to start the season. We will be looking for more 
consistent effort level this season, it’s our biggest critique of  his 
game.

5. Leon Draisatl -LC- Prince Albert Raiders
Big kid with plenty of  potential will enter his second year in the 
WHL. If  his foot speed improves he can be even better. He’s 
played some great hockey in our viewings. Draisaitl definitely 
brings playmaking ability to the table. He has very good stick 
handling abilities and is able to deke by opponents and use his 
long reach to his advantage.

6. Adrian Kempe -LW- Modo
Kempe has good size, skating ability and has a good shot.  He’s 
smart and understands positioning. We liked him every time we 
saw him last year and he had a good summer leading up to the 
new season. We would like to see him be more consistent in his 
physical game.

7. Nick Ritchie -LW- Peterborough Petes
Ritchie is a player with the ability to shoot right to the top of  this 

draft class. He has size, 
power and scoring ability. 
Injuries and inconsistent 
play have plagued him. 
We will be watching him 
early and often.

8. Ivan Barbashev - 
LW-Moncton Wildcats
The Russian impressed us 
last season with some 
strong performances. His 
package of  speed, skills 
and physical ability allows 
him to make aggressive 

plays in the offensive zone. 

9. Michael Dal Colle -LW- Oshawa Generals
Michael is an excellent playmaker and shows creativity with the 
puck. He’s a decent skater who plays a well rounded game. Dal 
Colle may face some of  the challenges that Sean Monahan faced 
as he laces them up for a rebuilding team in his draft season.

10. Jared McCann -LC- Soo Greyhounds
An HP fave as our 2nd overall ranked player behind only Connor 
McDavid in his OHL Draft year. One could argue that Jared 
could have been cut with a subpar showing at Canada’s Hlinka 
camp. He was not much better overseas. He stays in our top 10 
based on past performance. The kid has the talent and could 
easily propel himself  up our ranks. If  you haven’t seen him, you 
will enjoy watching him shoot the puck. 

11.Haydn Fleury – LD – Red Deer Rebels 
Fleury’s game is solid in both ends and is well on his way to 
becoming a top defenseman in the WHL. For his size, Fleury has 
exceptional skating abilities, he plays a physical game, and is very 
difficult to play against on a consistent basis. 

12. Blake Clarke -LW- North Bay 
Battalion
Clarke posted good numbers in a less 
than inspiring offensive system. He has 
a great combination of  skating ability, 
hands, and creativity in the offensive 
end. In our viewings, he did not look 
out of  place in the defensive zone. He 
should enjoy playing in front of  fans 
rather than empty purple seats at home 
this season. 

13. Spencer Watson - LW- Kingston Frontenacs

He is capable of  creating outstanding plays with the puck and can 
score highlight reel goals. He takes on defenders one on one fairly 
often and has a good success rate. Spencer is a strong passer but 
he also has a great shot and knows how to finish. Spencer 
competes hard and forces turnovers but isn’t very physical and 
needs to keep improving upon his defensive play. Watson heads 
into this season after a good summer and is on the upswing as far 
as our ranking goes.

14. Nikolay Goldobin – RW – Sarnia Sting 
Goldobin’s strongest asset is his vision. He sees the ice so well and 
uses this ability to make absolutely perfect passes through traffic. 
He makes difficult passes look easy. He’s extremely creative and 
has excellent hands. He definitely needs to get stronger and he 
looked a little timid in the neutral zone. 

15. Julien Nantel -LW- Rouyn Noranda

Mentioned in another section of  this newsletter we love this 
players potential. Great skating coupled with a good hockey IQ 
and enough skill to include him as a 1st round prospect. We love 
his two-way game.
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16. Anton Karlsson - RW- Frolunda
The brother of  Erik Karlsson who was selected by the Carolina 
Hurricanes brings his own talents to the table. Anton has good 
size and plays an aggressive style of  play. He plays with a great 
deal of  energy and forechecks hard, forcing turnovers. He’s not a 
flashy offensive player but he gets to scoring areas and gets open 
to finish chances around the net. Can be a bit prone to losing 
positioning all over the ice.

17. Nikita Lyamkin - LD - Chicoutimi Sags
Although Lyamkin has dropped slightly on our rankings after 
some hit and miss games at the Ivan Hlinka, we love his upside 
and we will get plenty of  viewings all season long with one of  our 
scouts based just outside of  Chicoutimi. Nikita needs to get 
stronger, he has the frame to become a physical player but loses to 
many 1 on 1 battles at this point in his development. We won’t be 
surprised if  he plays his way back up our rankings.

18. Brycen Martin - LD - Swift Current Broncos
We are big fans of  Martin and he is another player who wouldn’t 
shock us if  he played his way up our list. Martin is a poised, puck 
moving defenseman who really impressed us with his play with 
the puck. He looked like a veteran and plays with confidence that 
is rarely seen in players at his age. Defensively, Martin’s game still 
has some improvements to make. He needs to do a better job of  
angling opponents along the boards, and not allowing them to get 
by him. His work with his stick can be improved.

19. Kasperi Kapanen - RW - Kalpa
Kasperi is a good skater who is not shy around the physical game. 
Although he’s a player we feel needs to add muscle he’s packs an 
effective check and we’ve witnessed him delivering some pretty 
solid checks. He is capable of  providing a relentless forecheck and 
can force turnovers. When he’s on his game he displays some 
creative puck control and can beat defenders one on one. We 

have had some concerns with consistency. He was a key factor in 
a lot of  games but was not very visible in others.

20. Oskar Lindblom -RW - Brynas
Oskar displays excellent hands in close and makes plays with the 
puck in tight areas that few players are able to accomplish. He has 
the ability to score some highlight reel goals and beat defenders 
and goaltenders in one on one situations. One game continues to 
stand out for us on what he is capable of  bringing to the table.. It 
was against Russia at the U17, Oskar showed off  high end passing 
skills, quick inside moves, nice feet walking off  the wall, great 
hand eye and a quick release on a beautiful goal that went bar 
down.
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21. Nick Schmaltz - RC- Green Bay
A player we are anxious to see more of  this season, as he is one 
player who we have spent more time discussing than some others 
in this draft. It all boils down to consistency for us when it comes 
to Nick. Much like his brother, while the talent is clearly visible, 
we want to see him dominate play more often.

22. Sam Bennett - LC- Kingston Frontenacs
We will be making plenty of  trips to Kingston this season with a 
trio of  1st round prospects which includes Sam. He is a very 
offensive player who is a solid playmaker and an effective 
forechecker.

23. Roland McKeown - RD - Kingston Frontenacs 
McKeown enters the season as a faller on our rankings after a bit 
of  a disappointing showing at the Ivan Hlinka tournament. He 
has plenty of  talent and is easily capable of  shooting back up the 
charts. Roland rushes the puck up ice extremely well and shows 
fluid ability to evade checkers and acquire the offensive zone. He 
possesses a strong shot and is an effective puck mover.

24. Jake Virtanen - LW- Calgary Hitmen

A difficult player for us to rank because we have seen extremes in 
his game. We have seen dominant performances and some not so 
dominant showings. The tools are there, the toughness is there. 
Sometimes Jake is his own worst enemy but we like the edge he is 
capable of  bringing to the ice. If  Jake can harness his game and 
make some better decisions with puck he is a player who could be 
worthy of  a much higher selection than we currently rank him.

25. Connor Bleackley - RC - Red Deer Rebels
Bleackley is a physical two-way centre who displays good talent at 
both ends of  the ice. He was more and more dependable as the 
season went on, and has impressed us this summer.

26. Ryan MacInnis -LC - Kitchener Rangers
Ryan’s strongest asset is clearly his shot. He is able to get a lot of  
power behind it without much delay. Ryan likes to possesses the 
puck and can protect it with his frame. He has a good top speed, 
but his first few steps are sluggish and he looks rather awkward 
while trying to get moving. 

27.Jacob Middleton -LD- Ottawa 67’s
Jacob played big minutes for the 67’s and took over where he left 
off  from the U-17 Challenge providing an excellent two-way 
presence for Ottawa. 

28. Phil Baltisberger -LD- Guelph Storm
We liked him last season including in Sochi where he was much 
bigger than when we had seen him previously. He played smart 
and  showed off  a good shot an a willingness to compete hard. 
Phil has looked good early on in camp with the Storm.

29.Nikolaj Ehlers - LW- Halifax Mooseheads
Selected 6th overall by Halifax in the CHL Import Draft, Ehlers 
comes to Canada and we fully expect he will show off  his talents 
early on in his QMJHL career. Although he still needs to get 
stronger, Ehlers has the offensive skills and skating ability to shoot 
up our ranking in a hurry. 

30. David Pastrnak -C/W- Sodertalje
A popular player with many of  our scouts, Pastrnak boasts great 
speed and can distribute the puck well.  He shows the ability to 
make cross-ice passes in the offensive zone finding a man or on 
the rush for a great opportunities. He moves the puck well to get it 
out of  the zone to start the breakout. He shows up on the penalty 
kill and is an effective penalty killer.
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TORONTO TITANS TOURNAMENT

HockeyProspect scouts attended the Toronto Titans’  Tournament 
from September 5-8. The Titans tournament is recognized as the 
unofficial start to the OHL Draft Year. While our scouts watched 
some Major Bantam games last season and were in attendance at 
Minor Midget pre season showcases and games, this is the first 
opportunity to watch a large number of  OHL Draft prospects all 
in one place. 

The following report is not a ranking, but rather a small sampling 
of  players who have left an early impression on our scouts. There 
are many more prospects that we have scouted that will be 
featured in our OHL Draft package coverage as the season 
progresses.

GTHL
#2 – D – Smith, Jeremy – Don Mills Flyers
Jeremy is a bit of  an undersized defenseman, but provides a strong 
physical presence. Despite this he maintains his speed and can be 
elusive on the rush.

#14 – F – Smith, Givani – Mississauga Senators
Good size and plays with a ton of  energy. Gritty on the forecheck 
and always finishes his hits, but also possesses good offensive skills 
and shot.

#44 – D – Candella, Cole – Vaughan Kings
Cole left an impression early with his tenacious work ethic, 
competing consistently every shift in his own end, but also with 
solid puck movement. Already possesses excellent size.

#71 – F – Mascherin, Adam – Vaughan Kings
Adam already possesses an absolutely lethal shot . He’s one of  the 
smaller high end prospects available, but he has speed and is built 
like a truck and knows how to use his strength.

#98 – D – Mete, Victor – Toronto Jr. Canadiens
Victor has exceptional skating ability and can make smart puck 
decisions at high speed. Creative in the offensive zone and has a 
powerful shot. He reminded us a bit of  Mark Katic.

#8 – F – Pu, Cliff  – Toronto Marlboros
Possesses good hands and a good scoring touch, however he is also 
extremely tough along the boards. He hits hard, wins battles 
consistently and plays a power game.

#97 – F – McLeod, Michael – Toronto Marlboros
McLeod possesses great hockey sense. He reads plays extremely 
well and possesses excellent positional awareness. Dangerous every 
shift in the offensive zone.

SCTA
#19 – D – Richard, Justin – Brampton 45’s
Justin has good size and was consistently strong in one on one 
match-up’s. He finishes his checks consistently along the boards 
and made the smart first pass.

#22 – F – Finoro, Giordano – Guelph Gryphons
Finoro possesses good positioning in the offensive zone which 
allowed him to take advantage of  scoring chances. He forechecks 
hard and finishes his checks.

#91 – F – Miller, Jacob – Halton Hurricanes
Jacob competes hard along the boards winning battles and puts 
pressure on the puck carrier. He was particularly strong on the 
penalty kill getting his stick in lanes and killing time off  the clock.

#17 – F – Saigeon, Brandon – Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs
Brandon possesses good speed and the hands to beat defenders. 
Combined with a deceptively quick yet powerful release on his 
shot, he is dangerous every single shift.

#98 – F – Buch, Jacob – Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs
Jacob possesses a great work ethic allowing him to win races and 
win battles for the puck. In addition to this he’s smart in all three 
zones and capable of  creating offense.

#89 – F – Mendconda, Mitchell – Southern Tier Admirals
Mitchell shows good poise with the puck. He is a skilled passer 
along the wall on the power play and is capable of  finding high 
percentage shooting areas. 

ETA

#14 – D – Barnes, Matthew – Barrie Colts
Barnes is a good skater who is capable of  rushing the puck up ice 
very intelligently. He shows creativity with the puck but is also 
tough to play against in his own zone.

#11 – D – Dunn, Sam – Central Ontario Wolves
Sam possesses excellent size and is built very strong. He can 
destroy opponents along the wall and punish those who go one on 
one with him. Protects puck well.

#88 – F – Fedelski, Joel – Central Ontario Wolves
Joel provides a strong, consistent forecheck, working hard and 
forcing turnovers. He took the body well in open ice and moved 
the puck effectively.

#15 – F – Tonge, Colin – Kingston Jr. Frontenacs
Colin shows good speed and creativity with the puck. On several 
occasions he was able to elude contact and create a scoring chance 
for his team.
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TITANS TOURNAMENT CONTINUED

#16 – F – Paquette, Chris – Kingston Jr. Frontenacs
Chris has great size and combines it with strong puck skills. He 
has a hard accurate shot which he used to change the game for his 
team and finishes his checks hard.

#21 – F – Ang, Jonathan – Markham Waxers
Jonathan possesses the puck well under pressure and can rush the 
puck up ice confidently. Capable of  protecting the puck and 
opening the play up for passing or shooting options.

MHAO

#77 – F – MacLeod, Ryan – Brantford 99ers
Ryan possesses good puck control down low in the offensive zone 
evading contact and making the smart play. He opens himself  up 
for scoring chances in the offensive zone well.

#10 – F – Ritchie, Brendan – Elgin-Middlesex Chiefs
Undersized but creative forward with good skating ability. He has 
the hands to evade checkers and the awareness to create offense 
for his team.

#9 – D – Sproviero, Franco – Lambton Jr. Sting
Excellent skating ability, capable of  rushing the puck end to end at 
will. Creative with the puck and quarterbacks the power play very 
well. 

#88 – F – Cook, Dawson – Lambton Jr. Sting
Great size and handles the puck well skating through traffic. 
Knows how to use his size protecting the puck and capable of  
making things happen in the offensive zone.

#18 – F – Hill, Connor – London Jr. Knights
Connor possesses good hands and a very powerful shot. He uses 
his size very well along the boards winning battles and finishing 
his hits hard.

#55 – D – Philips, Brock – Waterloo Wolves

Philips possesses massive size and provides excellent physical 
presence. He is tough down low and punishes opposing forwards 
and finishes checks hard.

ODHA

#52 – D – Mattinen, Nicolas – Eastern Ontario Wild
Nicolas is a hard defenseman to miss on the ice. At 6’3” 220lb, he 
gets up and down the ice effectively and uses both his stick and 
size defensively while making the smart simple play with the puck.

#11 – F – Larcher, Joey – Ottawa Jr. 67’s
Joey was tenacouious on the forecheck and forces turnovers. He 
skates well and attacks the puck carrier. With the puck he showed 
some creativity setting up scoring chances.

#12 – F – Reynolds, Keenan – Ottawa Jr. 67’s
Keenan possesses excellent size and utilizes it well both along the 
boards and protecting the puck. He possesses good positional 
awareness and a strong shot.

#14 – F – Bitten, William – Ottawa Jr. 67’s
William possesses good skating ability and is elusive on the rush 
beating defenders one on one. He shows good patience and vision 
with the puck. 

#19 – D – Vivash, Etienne – Ottawa Jr. 67’s
Showed a good stick in one on one match-up’s but also willing to 
finish his checsk hard. He moved the puck consistently well 
making the smart first pass.

#6 – F – Felhaber, Tye – Ottawa Valley Titans
Felhaber possesses good speed and rushes the puck up ice at will. 
He handles the puck well at good speed and is very tough to 
contain with the puck on his stick.
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Michael Campoli Def : Campoli showed why he should go 
high in next summer’s QMJHL draft today, as he was very poised 
and calm with the puck all the time. Made smart decisions and 
didn’t get into trouble. Used his size well in front of  the net and in 
the corners, winning most of  his battles. He was not shy when it 
came to blocking shots or passing lanes. Threw a couple of  good 
hits, including one stepping up at the opposing blueline on top 
player Samuel Girard. Scored a goal on the power play taking a 
slapshot from the blueline, tying the game at 3. 

Hunter Moreau LW: Moreau’s game got better as the game 
went on; he had a sluggish 1st period but played much better in 
the 2nd half  of  the game. Started using his speed better as well as 
his lethal wrist shot.  Good skater with an extra gear and can 
really motor with the puck —I loved when he accelerated in the 
neutral zone with it. His line was on and off  today, with some 
good and bad plays.  Moreau has quick feet and a fast release. 

Samuel Girard Def: Skills are off  the charts. He is undersized, 
but doesn’t back down from anyone. Beautiful skater who can get 
out of  danger with ease, whether it’s with his speed or making 
sharp turns to get away from forecheckers.  Loves to rush the puck 
in the offensive zone and does it with ease. Controls the play on 
the powerplay and can be all over the place which is both good 
and bad. Needs to use his teammates better, as he tends to hold on 
the puck too long and can get into trouble when he does so—a 
real risk-taker. Can get overpowered in the defensive zone due to 
his lack of  size (listed at 5’7”, 139 on hockey Quebec website).  

Ryan Brushett C : Lanky center was good today, a smooth puck 
carrier and passer. He had some good chemistry with Hunter 
Moreau.  Goes back deep in his zone to help his defensemen and 
loves to carry the puck from his own zone. Loves to handle the 
puck but was too cute sometimes in the neutral zone instead of  
just getting the puck deep without creating turnovers.  Had a 
glorious scoring chance when he was all alone in with the goalie, 
but mishandled puck trying to go on the backhand. 

Pascal Laberge RW : The 3rd member of  the Moreau-Brushett 
line started the game with a bang with a solid hit along the boards 
on his first shift. Laberge has good size and moves well.  Has a 
long reach, uses his size well to protect the puck and loves to 
engage in physical battles.  Needs some work on his acceleration.  
Struggled with his passing game during the game. 

Samuel Guilbeault RW: He had some good flashes in today’s 
game, as he made good use of  his outside speed to get around 
defensemen. Not overly big, but strong on his skates and can hold 
onto the puck even in one particular instance when an opposing 
player was all over him, which led to a goal by Mathieu Sevigny 
for team Blue. 

Pascal Corbeil Def: P Corbeil is an undersized offensive 
defenseman who showed some good skills with the puck in the 
offensive zone. Can take some risks at times trying to create things 
offensively. Defensively his play was on and off  today; he made a 
real good play stopping the dangerous Hunter Moreau in a one 
on one confrontation, using his stick to knock the puck away from 
him, but another time an opposing player walked around him 
while he was playing the puck and not the body. 

Charles-Olivier Ouimet RW: Had a strong game, scoring 
twice for the White team. His first goal came while Ouimet rushed 

the puck to the net and his second came from a great wrist shot 
from the faceoff  circle. He likes to use his shot, and it happens to 
be one of  the best I saw all day, along with Moreau. 

Mathieu Sevigny LW :  Son of  former Montreal Canadien and 
pro player Pierre Sevigny, Mathieu plays a similar game to his 
father. Hard nosed kid who excels when the game gets physical. 
Scored a lucky goal after his pass touched a defenseman’s skate to 
go into the net. Didn’t show a lot of  skill with the puck but made 
his presence known along the wall and in front of  the net.  Plays a 
power forward type game. 

Yan Dogget LW: Dogget’s puck protection in this game was real 
good, as he used his size well to protect it in the offensive zone and 
created plays (?) from cycling the puck. Brought some good energy 
on the forecheck with his quick feet and active stick. Made the job 
harder for opposing defensemen. 

Thomas Gregoire Def: Thomas is the younger brother of  
Habs’ draft pick Jeremy Gregoire who’s playing in Baie-Comeau 
in the QMJHL. He was excellent in this game; he showed good 
lateral mobility and his desire to compete. Real tough to beat one 
on one.  Played on both special teams and made some good 
decisions with the puck. Smart player. 

Lucas Therius RW: High-end skill guy who didn’t have a good 
showing today, was not involved in the play and didn’t have the 
puck many times. Made one superb touch pass to send a 
teammate for a scoring chance but that was it. He should be much 
better than that. 

Anthony Wojcik LW:  Wojcik is an energy player who skates 
well. Very aggressive on the forecheck and likes to finish all of  his 
checks. Didn’t show a lot thus far with the puck. 
Antoine Girard Lw: Energy player who had a nice jump in his 
step in this game. Skated well and did a lot of  his best work along 
the wall.  Like Wojcik, didn’t do much with the puck today. 

Felix Lauzon C: Lauzon played Midget AAA last year as a 14 
year old in Magog. He showed good speed and stickhandling work 
in this game. Made a good play setting up Julien Tessier at the side 
of  the net for one of  team Blue’s goals but overall, he didn’t create 
as much offensively as I was hoping for. 

Nicolas Patry-Gingras Def: Like Lauzon, played midget AAA 
last year. Didn’t stand out today as he didn’t do much with the 
puck, but was good in his own zone. Has good size but I would 
like him to use it more, and like Lauzon I was expecting more out 
of  him today just because he had midget AAA experience from 
last year. 

Danyck Calgaro LW : Calgaro has a real quick release on his 
shot, can get shots though to the net in no time. Likes to place 
himself  in the slot and wait for passes. Also had the hit of  the 
game when he ran over an opposing defenseman along the wall.

 Andrew Smith Def: Smith is already 6’4”. He skates okay and 
doesn’t seem strong on his skates yet, that will come as he gets 
more comfortable in his frame. Didn’t do much with the puck 
except on one occasion where he rushed the puck deep in the 
offensive zone.  For the majority of  the time, he just stayed in his 
zone and let his D-partner do the puck distribution. Very raw but 
has some potential with that giant size and reach.
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2013 All State All 
Canadians Game
TEAM GIROUX vs TEAM SPEZZA

GIR #4 D Green, Luke - Green moved 
the puck hard and accurately when options 
presented themselves. He was caught a few 
times completely unfocused. This was 
exposed in the third period where he was 
stripped of  the puck and couldn’t recover. 
The play immediately resulted in the game’s 
winning goal. Luke is eligible for the 2014 
QMJHL Draft.

GIR #9 F Steenbergen, Tyler - Tyler 
displayed a quick accurate release on his 
shot. He was selected 12th Overall by the 
Swift Current Broncos in the 2013 WHL 
Bantam Draft.

GIR #10 D Clague, Kale - Kale was 
noticeable making quick intelligent 
decisions with the puck and processed the 
play mentally much faster than most players 
on the ice today. Kale was selected 6th 
Overall by the Lethbridge Hurricanes in the 
2013 WHL Bantam Draft.

GIR #11 F Malenstyn, Beck - 
Malenstyn displayed good physicality 
throughout the game. Beck was selected 
18th Overall by the Calgary Hitmen in the 
2013 WHL Bantam Draft.

GIR #14 F Bitten, William - Good 
hands shown on penalty shot and scored. 
William has a fairly quick release on his 
shot. Bitten is eligible for the 2014 OHL 
Priority Selection Draft.

GIR #17 F Benson, Tyler - Skates well 
and possesses adequate size. He shows a 
willingness to finish his hits when necessary. 
He showed flashes of  his excellent skill but 
also went through streaks where he was very 
quiet. Tyler was selected first overall by the 
Vancouver Giants in the 2013 WHL 
Bantam Draft

GIR #18 F Moreau, Hunter - Hunter 
put Team Giroux’s third goal up on the 
board finishing at the side of  the net on a 
great play created by his linemate. Moreau 
threw the puck away a little too much at a 
few points in this game as he appeared to be 
trying to create the perfect play. Hunter is 
eligible for the 2014 QMJHL Draft.

GIR #19 F Patrick, Nolan - Nolan 
showed good hands working around a few 
opponents creating Team Giroux’s third 
goal of  the game. He uses his size well along 
the boards and while controlling the puck. 
Nolan was selected fourth overall by the 

Brandon Wheat Kings in the 
2013 WHL Bantam Draft. 
(Note: Patrick has a late 
birthdate, ineligible until 2017 
NHL Draft)

GIR #21 F Ang, Jonathan - 
Jonathan was noticeable 
utilizing his skating ability both 
in open ice and in tight areas to 
gain positioning. Jonathan is 
eligible for the 2014 OHL 
Priority Selection Draft.

GIR #22 D Fabbro, Dante - Fabbro was 
effective making smart and simple plays 
with the puck. He was very noticeable in 
one on one situations making multiple 
strong defensive stops. Dante was selected 
8th Overall by the Seattle Thunderbirds in 
the 2013 WHL Bantam Draft.

GIR #44 D Girard, Samuel - Samuel 
delivered a few solid hits in one on one 
situations today. He received a penalty shot 
but took a long time to get to the net then 
missed. He made some successful passes but 
was also rushed into making puck playing 
mistakes and sending passes into teammates 
skates. Samuel is eligible for the 2014 
QMJHL Draft

GIR #77 D Luce, Griffin - Griffin did an 
excellent job early on in the game breaking 
up a two on one break. His speed has 
improved and shows excellent puck 
protection abilities when skating with the 
puck but his skating still looks very 
uncomfortable and awkward. He does not 
move quickly in small areas. Griffin cleared 
the front of  the net well as he is stronger 
than most players his age. Griffin is eligible 
for the 2014 OHL Priority Selection Draft 
and will be attending Salisbury Prep this 
season.

GIR #71 F Mascherin, Adam - Adam 
opened up the scoring at the Mentorship 
cup by winning a race to the puck then 
protecting it. He followed up by firing an 
absolute rocket top shelf. Mascherin has 
exceptional shooting ability and appears to 
be unstoppable in good scoring areas. Early 
on he shot from some bad angles looking off 
passes, but in the final 40 minutes he not 
only moved the puck a lot more but made 
some high level passes and created several 
scoring chances for his team. Adam was 
arguably the best player on his team and on 
the ice in this game. Adam is eligible for the 
2014 OHL Priority Selection Draft.

GIR #98 F Mizzi, Joseph - Joseph had 
long lapses in this game where he was pretty 
quiet, but when he was on his game he 

made some excellent plays utilizing skating 
and puck control to create scoring 
opportunities for his team. He scored an 
outstanding goal to tie the game at 2-2 in 
the second period beating two defensemen 
on his own then roofed the puck past the 
goaltender. Adam is eligible for the 2014 
OHL Priority Selection Draft and if  he can 
show his high skill level consistently, he is 
going to be selected very early.

GIR #1 G Raaymakers, Joseph - 
Joseph’s glove hand was exposed against 
some high level talent and shooters. He was 
beat high glove three times taking the loss in 
this match-up. He did however do an 
excellent job covering the five hole 
presenting it then closing it off  extremely 
fast luring shooters in. He comes out and 
cuts down angles fairly well when players 
enter the zone, but he starts late going from 
right on the goal line out to the top of  his 
crease quickly when the play advances up 
the ice. Joseph is eligible for the 2014 OHL 
Priority Selection Draft.

GIR #30 G Harvey, Samuel - Harvey 
displayed exceptional composure under 
pressure and followed the play very well. He 
moved side to side very effectively. Harvey 
made some huge saves in the first period for 
his team. Samuel is eligible for the 2014 
QMJHL Draft.

SPE #2 D Smith, Jeremy - Jeremy 
displayed a fair amount of  flash in his game 
today. He has good mobility and is very 
elusive when carrying the puck evading 
checkers and skating the puck out of  
trouble. He consistency and accurately 
moved the puck, completing a few 
potentially risky plays. He delivered a few 
solid hits along the wall while utilizing a 
good stick on forwards who challenged him. 
He has a moderately hard wrist shot. 
Jeremy is eligible for the 2014 OHL Priority 
Selection Draft.

SPE #3 D Anderson, Josh - Anderson 
showed some strong potential in this game. 
He has excellent size and delivered a couple 
hits. He also possesses a powerful shot which 
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All State All Canadians Game 
continued...

he got through from the point. He looked a 
bit awkward in one on one situations. This 
was exploited when a Team Giroux forward 
walked past him far too easily for the fourth 
goal of  the game. Josh was selected 3rd 
Overall by the Prince George Cougars at 
the 2013 WHL Bantam Draft.

SPE #9 F McLeod, Michael - Michael 
shows exceptional intelligence relevant to 
his positioning in the offensive zone. He is 
consistently slipping into ideal positioning 
on the ice making him available for 
teammates to find him in ideal scoring 
areas. He has good size and combines it 
with very good skating ability. He skates 
with his legs wide apart but generates good 
speed and moves quickly for a big guy. 
Michael showed flashes here and there of  
excellent talent but also was rather quiet at 
points as well. McLeod is eligible for the 
2014 OHL Priority Selection Draft.

SPE #10 F Sicoly, Nicolas - Nicolas was 
noticeable in this game showing off  strong 
puck moving ability on multiple occasions to 
create scoring chances. He also displays 
good speed and is difficult to contain. 
Nicolas is eligible for the 2014 OHL 
Priority Selection Draft.

SPE #18 F Saigeon, Brandon - Brandon 
had numerous highs and lows in this game. 
He missed on a few very good scoring 
chances and turned the puck over a few 
times. However one of  those times he was 
able to steal the puck back on a play that 
ultimately resulted in Team Spezza’s first 
goal of  the game. He tied the game at 5’s in 
the third period utilizing smooth skating 
and a quick release to score on a penalty 
shot.

SPE #19 D Campoli, Michael - Michael 
made some excellent plays one on one 
defensively and delivered a massive open ice 
hit, one the biggest hit in the entire game. 
He has a good point shot and gets it 
through effectively from the point. He 
showed good creativity with the puck and 
created plays, but also got caught a few 
times trying to do way too much with the 
puck when there were smarter, effective 
options available to him. Michael is eligible 
for the 2014 QMJHL Draft.

SPE #21 F Howden, Brett - Good speed 
driving wing and good puck control in this 
game. Brett was selected 5th Overall by the 
Moose Jaw Warriors in the 2013 WHL 
Bantam Draft.

SPE #22 F Balmas, Mitchell - Mitchell 
showed off  his quickness and his skills with 
the puck. He has a high level of  natural 
talent, puck skills and hockey sense. 
However unless the play came to him he 
looked generally uninterested in the play for 
long stretches of  time. In the third period he 
showed how dangerous he could be 
stripping the defenseman of  the puck, 
breaking in and firing the puck top glove 
hand to score the game winning goal. 
Mitchell is eligible for the 2014 QMJHL 
Draft.

SPE #23 F Steel, Sam - Sam displayed 
quick hands throughout this game. He 
made a very aware pass from the corner to 
set up Team Spezza’s second goal of  the 
game. He also scored finishing on a two on 
one breakout. Sam was selected 2nd overall 
by the Regina Pats at the 2013 WHL 
Bantam Draft.

SPE #24 F Lauzon, Felix - Felix was 
notable for getting involved in a few scoring 
chances. At one point he picked up a 
turnover and showed good hands along 
with strong patience controlling the puck 
and letting the goaltender open up then 
roofed Team Spezza’s third goal of  the 
game. Felix is eligible for the 2014 QMJHL 
Draft.

SPE #65 D Quenneville, David - David 
is a little undersized but is built very solid. 
He showed this with some excellent open 
ice hits, his ability to stand up opponents 
one on one and tenacity along the boards. 
He also possesses a good stick one on one 
and was nearly impossible to beat in match-
ups. Quenneville is very skilled with the 
puck making excellent passes and displaying 
quick hands. He was capable skating up ice 
with the puck and made a lot of  smart 
simple plays in this game. David was drafted 
10th Overall by the Medicine Hat Tigers in 
the 2013 WHL Bantam Draft.

SPE #71 F Jost, Tyson - Tyson was hands 
down one of  the most impactful players in 
the game and arguably the best forward for 
Team Spezza. He scored the first two goals 
of  the game. He tied the game at 1 
following up on a loose puck in the slot. 
However on the second goal he showed 
great puck movement on the rush, the puck 
eventually returned to him and he released 
a quick backhander to score the second 
goal. He then showed off  his vision making 
an excellent pass to set up Team Spezza’s 
fourth goal of  the game breaking up the tie. 
Tyson displayed excellent hockey sense on 
numerous plays and the puck tends to follow 
him around the ice. Tyson was selected 7th 

Overall by the Everett Silvertips at the 2013 
WHL Bantam Draft.

SPE #89 F Dube, Dillon - Dillon is a 
quick skater who accelerates and builds 
speed effectively. He protects the puck very 
well for a player his size and was able to buy 
a little time to create plays utilizing this 
ability. Dillon is eligible for the 2014 
QMJHL Draft. 

SPE #98 D Mete, Victor - Victor 
possesses exceptional speed and is 
remarkably smooth moving up the ice with 
great agility and can stop and start 
remarkably fast. He likes to jump up in the 
rush and is extremely difficult to contain 
once he gets the first few steps in. Victor is 
involved offensively, but didn’t get caught up 
ice. He utilizes his stick effectively in one on 
one situations. Victor is eligible for the 2014 
OHL Priority Selection Draft.

SPE #1 G LaFontaine, Jack - Jack was 
outstanding at today’s Mentorship Cup and 
it would be easy to argue that Jack was 
hands down the best goaltender in this 
event. He shows tremendous focus in traffic 
under pressure. He came into the game and 
shut down Team Giroux for the entire 20 
minutes helping his team come back from a 
two goal deficit and win. He has very quick 
lower body movement for such a big 
goaltender. He has excellent fluid movement 
and follows the play very well. His overall 
skillset is becoming of  a goaltender older 
than a Minor Midget aged goaltender. Jack 
is eligible for the 2014 OHL Priority 
Selection Draft.

Scouts Notes: The game started out with 
a little bit of  running around and a bit of  a 
slow pace, but as a few big hits were 
delivered and a few big scoring chances 
occurred the pace quickly picked up and 
became a very exciting atmosphere. There 
were no standout dominant performances 
like there have been in past events. However 
most of  the players were able to display 
their talents in different parts of  the game 
and a few were able to showcase their 
abilities consistently throughout the game 
making an impact on the final score. Team 
Spezza overcame a 5-3 deficit after 40 
minutes on the heels of  a great goaltending 
performance by Jack LaFontaine and 
Mitchell Balmas scored the winner as Team 
Spezza buried three unanswered goals to 
take the 6-5 victory.
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THE DRAFT NEWS
2014 NHL DRAFT PRE-SEASON TOP 40

Along with our top 30 ranked players we included an extra 10 
players on our early list of  prospects. As with our lists we have 
produced at this time of  year in the previous years, our numbers 
of  viewings on players can range quite a bit. 

A few players we like who sit just outside our pre-season top 40 
include Robby Fabbri from the Guelph Storm, Brett Hargrave 
from the Sarnia Sting, Brayden Point from the Moose Jaw 
Warriors and Chase De Leo from the Portland Winterhawks.



© 2013 HockeyProspect.com 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2013

A PUBLICATION BY HOCKEYPROSPECT.COM   SCOUTING HOCKEY PROSPECTS SINCE 2004           $4.00

HOCKEY PROSPECTS 
SHOW ON NHL 
NETWORK RADIO
Once again this season HockeyProspect.com will play a large 
role in the weekly two hour Hockey Prospects show on Sirius 
NHL Radio and TSN 1050 in Toronto. 

Now entering his third season, HP’s Director of  Scouting, 
Mark Edwards will once again be a weekly guest analyst on 
the long running show.  Mark joins hosts Shane Malloy and 
Russ Cohen to give updated scouting reports on both drafted 
and draft eligible players. 

Along with Mark, numerous HockeyProspect.com scouts 
were guests on the show to give some thoughts on prospects 
in their region. Our staff  updates fans on the status of  
prospects in their favorite teams system as well as give 
scouting reports on current draft eligible prospects for the 
2014 NHL Draft.

The show is aired live each weekend (Times TBA) and is also 
available via TSN podcast. 

FOUNDERS NOTE

Welcome to the start of  the 
2014 Draft season. Once 
again HockeyProspect.com 
scouts will be attending games 
around the world in order to 
provide you with extensive 
coverage of  the NHL Draft. 
Much like last season, we will 
also provide coverage on 
prospects for the OHL Priority 
Selection and the QMJHL 
Draft. 

Our scouts are already hard at 
work in the rinks and shortly 
after releasing this newsletter, 
myself  and two other HP 
scouts will be attending the 
USHL Fall Classic in 
Indianapolis. We will get a 
quick look at numerous 
prospects from that league.

It’s a hard act to follow for this 
years prospects after a strong 
class in 2013. Based on 
viewings last year and this 
summer, this class is not 
knocking my socks off. I think 
it’s a decent group but this 
years top 10 isn’t in the same 
ballpark as last years high end 
players. Regardless, there is 
plenty of  time to develop 
before the draft next june.

I’d like to take this opportunity 
to say a quick thank you to all 
of  you who have already 
purchased one of  our 
subscriber packages. 

Enjoy the season and see you 
in the rinks!

Mark Edwards
Founder & Director of  
Scouting

OUR WEBSITE 
Once again we upgraded our 
website during the summer the 
months. Our main goal was to 
give visitors a cleaner interface 
which would make content 
easier to find. Web content is 
divided into fewer sections 
than in previous seasons. Site 
visitors can find content via 
tags, categories , search and 
recent and popular posts. 

“Once again we have 
used our spare time in 
the off  season to 
improve the user 
experience when 
visiting our website.”  
- Mark Edwards

We also made some changes to 
our subscribers packages. We 
now offer packages dedicated 
to single league drafts. 
Packages range from $19.99 to 
$39.99 and include large 
discounts on our various draft 
publications, including the 
enormously popular NHL 
Draft Black Book.

NEXT TIME:
In our next edition of  The 
Draft News to be released in 
early December, we will have 
plenty more viewings of  
prospects for the NHL, OHL 
and QMJHL Drafts. We will 
add some risers and fallers for 
the 2014 NHL Draft and have 
plenty of  new content for both 
the OHL Draft and QMJHL 
Draft.

Our 2014 NHL Draft 
rankings will be updated to 
include over 8 weeks of  game 
viewings since this newsletter. 

As always we will have features 
on prospects and much more. 
A reminder that the upcoming   
editions of  this newsletter will 
not be free to the public. Visit 
our website for details on our 
subscriber packages.
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