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Alaska State Supplement

Everything you need to know about using 
Driver Ed in a Box® in Alaska

Do I need to prove to the Alaska DMV that I am enrolled in driver ed?
NO: Alaska does not currently require driver education in order to receive a Learner’s or Instruction Permit.

What does it take to get the Learner’s or Instruction Permit?
In order to receive a Learner’s or Instruction Permit in Alaska, you must pass a written knowledge test, a vision test, 

and pay a processing fee at a local DMV office.  Chapters 1 through 6 of your Driver Ed in a Box® classroom will prepare 
you for the written knowledge test.

You must meet certain requirements before attempting to obtain a Learner’s or Instruction Permit from the DMV.  The 
requirements are:

 O You must be at least 14 years old.

 O If under the age of 18, you must have parental consent (click here for a consent form)

 O You will need to complete Form 478 (click here for Form 478)

You (the applicant) will also need to provide the following documentation:

 O A PRIMARY identification (one of the following):
 » An original or certified copy of a U.S. birth certificate

 » Passport (Issued by the United States or Canada. Must be current.)(military or “no fee” passports are only valid for 
use when used abroad for military purposes and not valid for this purpose)

 » An Alaska learner’s permit or Alaska State Identification card.

 » Military Identification for active duty, retiree or reservist.

 » Certificate of Citizenship, Naturalization or Birth Abroad.

 » Passport issued from another country, with appropriate immigration documents.

 O A SECONDARY identification (one of the following):
 » Permit or license from another state

 » employee ID

 » health insurance card

 » IRS or state tax form

 » medical records

 » military dependent identification

 » pilot’s license

 » school ID

 O Social Security card

 Here’s some important information about your Permit:

http://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/forms/pdfs/433.pdf
http://http://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/forms/pdfs/478form.pdf
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Your permit is valid for two years from the date of issue.  A permit issued to an applicant that is 19 or 20 
years old will expire 90 days after the applicant’s 21st birthday.

In order to renew the permit after it expires, you must pass an alcohol and drug awareness test.

I’ve got my Permit, what’s next?
Now you’re ready to begin the in-vehicle training and instruction.  Begin Section II of the classroom and practice 

the techniques of collision-free driving in the vehicle.  This takes as long as is necessary for you to master the techniques 
of collision-free driving until they become habits.  Many of our customers hold their permits and practice for a year or 
longer; it takes as long as it takes.  Practice as if your life depends on it...because it does!

Remember, Alaska law requires that adult that supervises your in-vehicle training must have a valid driver license and 
be at least 21 years old.

I’m ready to get my driver license now, what do I do?
First, make sure you meet the following requirements:

 O You must be at least 16 years old or older.

 O You must have held a valid instruction permit for a minimum of six (6) months before you can apply for a 
provisional driver license.

 O While practicing with your valid instruction permit, the adult with you must have been licensed for 1 year 
and must be 21 years of age or older.

 O If you receive traffic citations which total 6 or more points in a 12 month period or 9 or more points in a 24 
month period, you must take a nationally certified defensive driving course. If you do not take a course, the 
DMV can suspend your privilege to drive.

 O Your parent, legal guardian or employer must provide proof that you have had at least forty (40) hours of 
driving experience.  This must include at least ten (10) hours of driving in challenging circumstances such as 
inclement weather and nighttime driving.

 O If you are convicted of a violation of a traffic law, you must wait for six months before you can apply for 
your provisional driver license.

If you meet all of those requirements, then you’re ready to get your Provisional License.  In order to get the 
Provisional License, you must pass a road (skills) test at your local DMV office:

*	 Commercial, non-commercial and motorcycle road tests are given by appointment only and must be 
scheduled in person or you may schedule from our web site using our Online Services. 

*	 Within the Municipality of Anchorage, Commercial road tests given by the Center for Employment 
Education (CEE)  Call 279-8451 for further information. 

*	 See specific office location for tests available in each office.

*	 Road tests are also available by Third Party Testers.

*	 There is a non-refundable road test fee for all road tests.  $15.00 for non-commercial passenger vehicle 
and motorcycle tests.  $25.00 for commercial tests.

*	 Schedule your road test appointment at any State DMV office, at the office where you will be taking 
your test, or Schedule your appointment online.

*	 You must bring your permit or your written test scores and two pieces of identification.   (Your social 
security number is required prior to issuance of a license.)

*	 If you are under 18 years old, you must have held a valid permit for a minimum of six months prior to 
application for a driver’s license.

http://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/akol/road_test_options.htm
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*	 A notarized Parent Consent form is required prior to issuance of a license for applicants under 18.  If 
your parent or guardian will not be accompanying you to the DMV for your appointment, you must 
obtain the form ahead of time and bring it with you in order to obtain your license.  The form must be 
completed in ink.

*	 An applicant must provide the vehicle for the road test and a safety inspection of the vehicle will 
be performed by the examiner prior to the road test. The examiner will check the vehicle for valid 
registration and plates. Alaska law requires two license plates in good condition and road tests will 
not be conducted on vehicles when a plate is missing or unreadable.  The examiner will also check to 
assure that the following safety items are working: headlights, high and low beams, tail lights, tires, 
turn signals, windshield wipers, horn, brakes, rearview mirror, speedometer, and seat belts for the 
applicant and examiner.

*	 Vehicle registration and proof of insurance must be presented when you check in for your road test 
appointment.

NOTE: The motorcycle course must be free of snow, ice and standing water in order for the safety of the exam-
iner and applicant. Motorcycle road tests are not given in the winter months.

Some things to know about your Provisional License

Your Provisional License comes with some restrictions:

*	 You may NOT carry passengers under the age of 21, except siblings.

*	 You may NOT operate a motor vehicle between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. 

Exceptions:
 O unless accompanied by a person who is at least 21 years of age that is licensed to drive the type or class of 

vehicle being driven.

 O unless driving to or from your place of employment or within the scope of your employment.  All driving 
must be along the most direct route.

You must hold your Provisional License for at least six months, or until the age of 18, whichever comes soonest.  
After six months, if you are still under the age of 18, you can upgrade your Provisional License to a regular Driver 
License, but you will need to submit a new Parental Consent form and pay a Duplicate License fee at the DMV office.  
When you turn 18, Provisional restrictions no longer apply to you and you are not required to obtain a regular license.  If 
you choose to obtain a regular license at that time, you will need to pass the vision test and pay the license fees.

What if I live in a remote, rural area with no access to a DMV?
Some areas of Alaska are very remote and do not have ready access to DMV offices or main roads.  If you live in one 

of these areas, certain exceptions to the licensing rules apply to you.  Here is a list of areas approved for exemption.

If you live in an area remote enough to be approved for exemption, here’s what it means.  You are eligible for an Off-
Highway Driver License and/or a Valid without Photo License/Permit. 

There is no requirement for rural drivers to obtain an instruction permit.

Off-Highway Driver Licenses

To obtain an “Off-Highway” license, the applicant must complete all licensing requirements except for the skills 
(road) test and photograph.  An Off-Highway license allows an individual to drive on roads that are not connected to the 
State highway system and on roads that are not connected to a highway or vehicular way with an average daily traffic 
volume greater than 499.

http://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/reg/exempt.htm
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The majority of Off’-Highway licenses are issued through the Juneau Driver Licensing (JDL) office, although they 
may be obtained at any DMV office when a resident of a rural community has traveled to a community with a local DMV 
office. Whether the license is issued by JDL or at a DMV office, the license only allows operation of a vehicle in rural 
communities, as the applicant has not passed the required road test.

Written tests may be obtained from DMV through the mail or at all Proctor locations. Driver Licensing will grade 
completed tests and enter the scores in the Alaska Driver Testing System.  After successful completion of the written test, 
an applicant must submit an Application for Remote Area Driver License, Permit or ID Card (Form 480) and supporting 
documents to Juneau Driver Licensing:

Division of Motor Vehicles 
P.O. Box 110221 
Juneau, AK  99811-0221

Valid without Photo Licenses

These licenses are issued to applicants who have successfully completed all the required tests, including the skills 
(road) tests.  You may download an Application for Remote Area Driver License, Permit or ID Card (Form 480).

You will also need to pass a skills test at a DMV office or at a Third Party Testing Provider (this is if you would like a 
full license without the Off-Highway restriction).

http://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/akol/proxy.htm
http://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/forms/pdfs/480form.pdf
http://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/forms/pdfs/480form.pdf
http://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/akol/road_test_options.htm

