
 
 

December 26, 2019 

 

Interim Head Coach Bill Callahan 
 

On an update on RB Adrian Peterson: 

“Just a normal week where we take a day and back him down and rest him and we used today, Thursday, as that 

back down day.” 

 

On an update on WR Terry McLaurin: 

“He’s still in the [concussion] protocol so it’s still a day-to-day thing. Tomorrow we’ll know a little bit more 

and we’ll get a pretty good idea after he’s been tested and evaluated.” 

 

On an update on CB Fabian Moreau: 

“Same thing, day-to-day. [He] worked out a little today, [we’re] trying to get him on schedule to see if we can 

do a little bit more tomorrow as we enter the red zone area.” 

 

On what the plan is at the safety position this week: 

“I think we’re still in good shape. [S] Landon [Collins] is out today, he’s still nursing an injury. [S] Montae 

[Nicholson] is down with an injury so it’s day-to-day, still questionable. We’ll see what tomorrow brings. 

Hopefully they’re a little bit healthier as we move on as well as [S Troy] Apke. There’s a contingency in place.” 

 

On how Dallas is different from their Week 2 matchup: 

“They’re a quality football team through-and-through. I mean there’s talent on every level, which you see as a 

lot of speed, quickness. You see them make plays. We’ve got a lot of respect for the Cowboys in general. How 

they practice, how they play. I laid that out for the team. You can see it on film, up front their defensive line, 

they generate a lot of rush. Probably [one of] the best pass rush groups in the NFL that consistently put pressure 

on the quarterback. Although they may not get a lot of sack production, they get a lot of hit production, a lot of 

pressure production, they’re in the face [of the quarterback], they’re moving the quarterback off the spot ‒ that’s 

impressive. In addition to that, the stunt package that they utilize is really unique, probably most unique in the 

league. They’ll vary alinements, they’ll vary in stunts ‒ you don’t see the same twist or game two times in a 

row. You’ll see a lot of different variations and so you’ll practice for all of them and then on game day you’ll 

see two more new ones. The pass rush is where it all starts and the protection for us against their rush and the 

matchups on the outside and try to beat their corners and their safeties and then on the other side [of the ball], 

they’ve got really good power up front with their line. They can generate the zone [run] game at a real healthy 

pace. Their gap game has always been solid and they can air it out. They’ve got the full repertoire of the passing 

game ‒ the vertical game, the intermediate game as well as the short game. They’re pretty well balanced all the 

way around through-and-through.” 

 

On what stood out to him about the defense this season: 

“I think what stood out was the interior three. I thought that [DT] Matt Ioannidis, [DT] Jonathan Allen, [DT] 

Daron Payne, [DT] Tim Settle, I thought they played consistently game-in and game-out. They’re asked to two-

gap, which means they have to take on the blocker in front and protect their inside gap and also their outside 

gap. That’s a man’s job, that’s a man’s day playing that position and I thought they played it extremely well 

under the conditions that we were in. Whether we were behind, whether we were up, I thought they were always 



consistent and that’s what you expect out of your defensive line is consistency and consistent performances and 

I thought they did that.” 

 

On whether he has reached out to Dallas Head Coach Jason Garrett: 

“No, we just tend to our own business. I think when you’re [in the same] division, you more or less tend to your 

own house, maintain your own house in that respect.” 

 

On how difficult it is to protect the speed of the Dallas defense: 

“I think anytime you can incorporate the stunt game and then have the speed and the quickness that 

complements it, that’s it in a nutshell and that’s what they have and that’s what really sticks out. Their 

athleticism and the speed of the game is incredible. They’re always at full speed and if they’re not at full speed, 

they hear about it everyday. It’s a different culture in that respect. That front four that’s coached by [Cowboys 

Defensive Coordinator] Rod [Marinelli], Rod’s been great throughout the years. You can just see his coaching 

on display and what they do how they do it. It’s a compliment to him and what he’s done over the years. He’s a 

great coach.” 

 

On his takeaways from the Week 2 match against Dallas: 

“I think when we took over the position here after the New England game, we were looking for that consistency 

of second half production and really, that was a tight game, close game and then it got separated from us in the 

second half, and I think that was more or less a theme in the early part of the season and some of the late parts 

as well. So that’s what I saw basically, not to get into specifics, but I thought overall it was the consistency of 

the second half effort.” 

 

On what makes the Dallas job different: 

“I think it’s a great organization. It starts at the top with [Cowboys Owner] Jerry [Jones], he’s very demanding. 

He played at the University of Arkansas, was a team captain on their national championship team. He 

understands the game, appreciates coaching, he’s out there everyday watching, evaluating. He’s in every 

meeting, post-game evaluation. He wants to know. He’s very curious about how guys play, why they play, why 

they do certain things, why the offense is directed a certain way. He’s very involved, hands-on, as well as 

[Cowboys Executive Vice President] Stephen [Jones], so I think they’ve got a great passion for the game. That 

shows day-in and day-out within the internal culture of the organization. I think it goes from the top down. You 

watch him enter the room in training camp and he’s sitting there and he’s visiting with the team, he’s telling the 

team that, ‘I can go anywhere in the world right now. Be anywhere, do anything. I’ve got all the money to do 

anything I want to do, but I want to be here with you.’ So, I think that resonates pretty deeply with the players 

and the coaches knowing that he’s in every personnel meeting, every draft meeting. I think he’s hands-on. 

Sometimes, he gets too much blame – people barking at him as being a GM – but he’s a great owner and a Hall 

of Fame owner in every respect. I’ve got a great deal of respect for him. I enjoyed my time down there, the 

years I was there with him. He’s a quality owner and he’s just great for the game of football.” 

 

 

 


