
 
 

October 30, 2019 

Interim Head Coach Bill Callahan 
 

Opening statement: 
“It was good to get [T] Trent Williams back in the building today. That was a good thing. We had a good 
discussion, we visited for a good hour or so and just shared a lot of thoughts and conversations, and really that 
was just an extension of our relationship in the past. Unfortunately, today he couldn’t practice, he did not pass 
the physical. There was discomfort with his helmet and the fitting of it, so that’s where we’re at as of today. 
We’ll take Trent’s situation day-to-day.” 

On if the discomfort with the helmet was because of the surgery T Trent Williams had: 
“I would imagine so. I don’t know all of the specifics yet, but all I know is the helmet wasn’t comfortable, little 
discomfort in there. I’m sure it would be a part of the acclimation period of getting him back on the field. That’s 
where it was going to start anyhow, where it was going to begin.” 

On if he will need a custom helmet: 
“I’m not sure yet. I’m going to leave that to the trainers and the doctors and the equipment manager, and see if 
they can all get together and formulate a plan of action and go forward from there.” 

On what his conversation was like with Williams: 
“It was a really good conversation about a lot of things. I wouldn’t want to disclose that because it was private. 
It was just a real positive ‘catch-up’ type of conversation and just kind of going back and forth a little bit on our 
relationship over the years and how things are going with the team and where we’re headed and how we’re 
moving forward here. That was more of the gist of it.” 

On if Williams passed his physical: 
“He did not pass his physical today.” 

On when Williams can take the physical again: 
“I’m going to gather a little bit more information and as soon as I have a little bit more things to report then I’ll 
certainly share that with you.” 

On if he expects Williams to play for the Redskins again: 
“I’m hopeful that he does. I’ve got a lot of respect for [T] Trent [Williams] and what he’s achieved here and 
what he’s done. I look at it through the eyes of a player and I’ve seen the sacrifices that he’s made, the work 
that he’s put in when he’s here and playing. He’s one of the more elite offensive linemen that I’ve ever had the 
privilege to coach. I’ve been fortunate enough to be around a lot of them and he has all the ingredients, tools, 
traits, whatever you want to call it he has that. He has that makeup, he has that skillset to be really good in this 
league and he has been. He’s proven that.” 

On if he thinks Williams wants to come back and play: 
“I think his heart is in the right spot. I think [T] Trent [Williams] loves football. There’s nobody that loves 
football more, that’s into it, that studies the game, that really gets into the matchups and is challenged by the 
matchups. There’s no question that he has a love and a passion for playing football.” 



On if the helmet was the cause of the failed physical or if there were other reasons that Williams failed: 
“No, that’s the only that I reported, the one I’m sharing with you.” 

On if he would have passed if it wasn’t for the helmet issue: 
“Yeah, that has occurred and really that’s the gist of it. We’re really focused right now on Buffalo and 
everything we’re preparing for on the field, so that’s where our focus is directed.” 

On why they didn’t trade Williams: 
“Not that I’m aware of.” 

On an update on QB Case Keenum’s injury: 
“He’s still in the concussion protocol right now.” 
 
On how they are preparing QB Dwayne Haskins Jr.: 
“Just like I reported on Monday. There’s no change in how we’re doing the reps on the field.” 

On holding Williams to the same accountability as the rest of the team: 
“I think every situation is different. Every circumstance is different, every player is different. So I look at that in 
that context. This is a situation that is a little bit more unique and different than most people have seen in the 
past. I’ll leave it at that.” 

On what the reception of Williams was to the team: 
“I think it was really positive, real positive.” 

On his conversation with Williams: 
“Again, I'm not going to get into my conversation with [T] Trent [Williams]. It’s private and it’s personal. I’m 
sure you respect that. It was just good to see him back. Like I said, it’s unfortunate, but we have a game to play. 
We’re focused on the Bills and our preparation this coming Sunday. We’ve definitely got our hands full. 
They’re a really good team in a lot of different aspects.” 

On if he feels the issues can be overcome for Williams and on if he thinks he will play this season: 
“Like I said, it’s a day-to-day thing. Tomorrow is another day and we’ll see where we’re at tomorrow.” 

On what the trade deadline was like for him: 
“It was just a normal day. No different than any other day.” 

On his message for the team for the remainder of the year: 
“We’re playing to win. Every day we walk into the team rooms, position rooms, unit rooms, we’re playing to 
win. Everybody on the roster has to be ready at any point in time. Especially this game, as you look at last 
Sunday’s game against the Eagles, pretty adverse conditions weather wise. A lot of wind and things of that 
nature. It’s going to be similar. [We’re] going up north and we’re going to have to battle the elements, be 
focused, play a physical game against a team I think is really on the move. You look at their record, you see 
what they’ve accomplished on defense. I think they’re the third-ranked defense in the league. We’ve played the 
top two defenses and [Buffalo] is just the next challenge. They’re good, they’re good everywhere, especially 
their rush game. Their pressure game, they’re good in [pass] coverage, they mix a lot of different elements in 
their coverage. Really good offensively. [Bills Offensive Coordinator] Brian Deboll is an excellent offensive 
coordinator. I think he’s got them going pretty good, they’re running the ball effectively. [Bills QB] Josh Allen, 
wow. The plays he can make extending the football – I think he’s the third leading quarterback rusher in the 
league right now with over 250 yards. He presents a challenge for us. He’s like a young [Panthers QB] Cam 
Newton. He can extend plays with his legs, he can be featured in the quarterback running game just like a 



normal running back. He’s a challenge, especially in third down where he can extend plays with his feet. He can 
frustrate a rush because he’s so big, physical, quick, strong and he can make plays. There’s some really 
impressive plays from last week and throughout the season that you’re seeing him make – avoiding rushes, 
having escapability to extend plays. Really, really problematic in a lot of regards. I’m sure people that have 
defended him have seen the same thing.” 

On the significance of RB Adrian Peterson and Bills RB Frank Gore playing head-to-head: 
“Two future Hall of Famers, no doubt. [I have] a lot of respect for [Bills RB] Frank Gore and what he has done 
and accomplished throughout his career. I feel great about [RB Adrian Peterson] meeting that challenge. 
There’s going to be a game within a game, let’s face it. Those are two prideful, professional athletes that want 
to do really well and I know they’ve got a lot of respect for one another. It’s interesting because when you 
evaluate Frank Gore on film, what you see is a runner that plays in a cut-system run game where the gap game 
is featured, so all the powers and the counters, and things of that nature, come up and you see it and you see him 
flourish in those types of schemes and he doesn’t need much of a crease because he has such a great feel for the 
scheme. He knows where the soft spots are at. It’s pretty amazing to watch [running] backs of his caliber read 
out a scheme like he does. When I was in New York with [Former Jets RB] LaDainian [Tomlinson], I was 
always intrigued by the way he ran the power-type plays with the backside guard pulling and how he could feel 
linebackers and make cuts based on what the second-level response was. And you don’t see too many backs do 
that. LT’s vision was exceptional, as is Frank’s and Adrian’s. It’s really special to be around these types of 
guys, for the fans to see two great backs in a game like this, on a cold weather day, going up north. It’ll be 
interesting, it’ll be a lot of fun.”  

On an update of Peterson’s injury status: 
“Yeah, he was [on the field today]. We just backed him down today. He’ll be good.” 

On what RB Derrius Guice’s participation in practice has been: 
“So, we worked him a lot on the scout team, he worked all throughout individual, we also got him some team 
reps with our first offense – very limited, but we’re trying to get him back into a flow, trying to get him back in 
the mix so he can get a feel for the scheme’s again. I’m really proud of him and how he’s worked to get back on 
the field. Like I mentioned to you Monday, coming off of not one, but two knee surgeries in one year – less than 
a year – is pretty impressive. It just speaks volumes for his diligence, his want-to, his will. To fight through 
rehabilitation to get back on the field, it takes a lot of guts, it takes a lot of courage to do that again, to his 
credit.” 

On an injury update on RB Chris Thompson: 
“[RB] Chris [Thompson] is back down today, so we’re still evaluating him day-to-day.” 

On if Haskins took all the team reps: 
“Yes, the majority of them.” 

On if Williams took part in team meetings this morning: 
“Yes, he did this morning.” 
 


