
 
 

October 4, 2019 

Head Coach Jay Gruden 
Opening statement: 
“Out will be: [TE] Vernon Davis, concussion; [LB] Josh Harvey-Clemons, hamstring; [TE Jordan] Reed, 
concussion;[G Brandon] Scherff, ankle. Questionable will be: [QB Case] Keenum, foot; [WR Terry] McLaurin, 
hamstring; [CB Josh] Norman, knee; and [C Chase] Roullier, knee.” 

On whether he’s made a decision at quarterback: 
“Yeah, I decided a long time ago. We’re going to start with [QB] Colt [McCoy] and go from there.” 

On whether there’s a plan for the backup: 
“I’ve got a plan. I’m going to wait until tomorrow to see how [QB] Case [Keenum] is doing and make a 
decision tomorrow on that one.” 

On whether QB Case Keenum will be the backup if healthy: 
“I don’t know yet, we’ll see. I do know, but I’ll let you know tomorrow.” 

On what he has seen from QB Colt McCoy: 
“I think he’s done well. I think last week was a good coming out party for him. You know, we made a big deal 
about, I don’t want him on the field until he feels like he’s 100 percent. He got some good throws in last week 
to get his feet wet and then this week he’s had a good week.” 

On whether QB Colt McCoy would have won the job in training camp if he were healthy: 
“Well, it’s his job to lose, that’s for sure. You could see he wasn’t quite healthy in training camp and that’s why 
we kind of sat him, made him get well, get that strength back and that confidence back in his leg so he could be 
out here now.” 

On what it means to have a quarterback who knows the system so well: 
“It means a lot, I think any coach would tell you that. It’s very, very important for your quarterback to know 
your system, otherwise you have to change your system and make the quarterbacks know it. There’s no excuse 
for any quarterback – I think all three know the system, but [QB] Colt [McCoy] has the most experience in it. 
He’s very comfortable with it, but we’ll see. I think this will be a great test for him, he hasn’t faced a live rush 
since Philadelphia last year. I think that will be the biggest test for him.” 

On how important it is for the quarterback to feel comfortable in the system: 
“It takes time. It’s his sixth year in the system, these other guys just got here in the offseason. It means a lot, 
really – confidence in the protections, I think a lot of it has to do with being able to protect yourself with the 
protections. Obviously, knowing the route concepts that we’ve been running for a long time, he’s got 
experience with them. Even [QB] Colt [McCoy] though, he was behind obviously [QB] Kirk [Cousins] and 
[QB] Robert [Griffin III] and then obviously [QB] Alex [Smith], so he hasn’t really had a whole ton of reps 
himself. And then he finally got the job last year, it was on a Thursday and he didn’t get reps live there, and 
then he got hurt in the first quarter of the Eagles game. So, the number one reps for Colt have been sparse 
throughout his career, but still he’s been in all of the meetings, he’s confident in the system and now it’s just a 
matter of going out and doing it.” 



On WR Terry McLaurin’s health status: 
“I think ‘questionable’ is a great word for him right now. I think he did a little bit today, which was good to see, 
but I think that could be a gameday-type thing. I didn’t want him to really go full-speed today, I wanted to give 
him another day. Then, tomorrow is obviously a walk-through and then Sunday we’ll see where he’s at, but it is 
probably 50-50 with him.” 

On cutting WR Robert Davis and bringing up WR Cam Sims: 
“I think, just overall, the full body of work, really I think [WR] Cam [Sims] has put in some good work out here 
at practice. He’s made some splash plays running scout team and I thought it was time for him to get an 
opportunity. Plus, he has great knowledge of knowing both positions – really all three – so he’s a little bit more 
versatile. That’s the main reason for it.” 

On how he let the team know QB Colt McCoy would be the starting quarterback: 
“I think the guys taking all the reps usually know who’s going to be the quarterback. So just getting him out 
there with the first team again, getting him all the reps, seeing all the looks was beneficial to him. With the 
team, I really don’t know if they really care who the quarterback is, they like all three of them and they think all 
three of them will give them a good chance. They’re all great competitors, all great people, they have a lot of 
respect for all three. It’s unfortunate that we’ve had this dilemma, but hopefully [QB] Colt [McCoy] plays well 
and puts an end to it.” 
 


