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Defensive Coordinator Greg Manusky 

 On LB Ryan Kerrigan’s lack pressure early in the season: 
“Across the board, we have to get a little bit more pressure on the quarterback, of course. Every week, we go in 
with a game plan with the coaches. We’ve just to make sure – the ball’s coming out quick at times – but I’m just 
saying, overall we’ve got to get to the quarterback. That’s an issue that we’ve had over these last four games, so 
we’ve got to continue to keep on working during practice and get after them.” 

On what he has seen from LB Noah Spence: 
“He’s got some real good quickness, he’s got good getting off the ball. From our standpoint, we’re looking to 
put him in certain situations and get him to pass rush, and that’ll help us out a little bit on the outside.” 

On how LB Cole Holcomb has performed the last couple of weeks: 
“I think it was more of a situation where we had a different personnel grouping in there, especially in the 
Chicago game. Overall, [LB] Cole [Holcomb]’s been doing a great job and he’s got to just continue learning the 
defense, learning what the offense is trying to do to us and continue to play like he has been the last couple of 
weeks.” 

On how sack numbers have changed in recent years: 
“I think overall with the RPO game and stuff like that when you play teams that are doing that, the ball is 
coming out quick, but we do teach trying to get our hands up and trying to bat the ball down. Overall, in the 
National Football League, it depends on who you’re playing. We’ve got to try to get more physical up front 
from a standpoint of really pressing the pocket and try and crunch it down as much as we can.” 

On how the defensive scheme changes against New England’s front seven: 
“I mean, he’s one of the best of all-time. He’s a guy that sits in the pocket and knows exactly where to go with 
the ball. He’s like the offensive coordinator, he knows exactly where to go. So, from our standpoint, we’ve got 
to disguise as much as we can on each and every down, and then take it from there.” 

 On what results early in the season stand out the most to him: 
“I think, overall, what surprises me the most is – you kind of stumped me there, I really don’t know.” 

 On how they can collapse the pocket in Week 5: 
“We’ve got to get back there and try to get him to the ground. He’s still a big-body guy, I know he’s aging a 
little bit, but he can still throw the ball, he can still step up in the pocket, does a great job of keeping his eyes up 
the field. We’ve got to make sure that we do crunch the pocket and try to get after him that way.” 

On if players get extra motivation playing someone like QB Tom Brady: 
“Well, when you play Tom Brady, it’s always something. Everybody knows upstairs that he’s a very good 
player and we’ve got to get after him.” 


