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Defensive Coordinator Greg Manusky 

 
On the defensive struggles in the first two weeks: 
“We’re coming out good and playing good and then all of a sudden we lag off. We need to play better each and 
every week. I think we have a lot of young players and I think, overall, just playing together is the biggest thing. 
We’ve got to coach better, we’ve got to play better and I think that’s the best thing that I could say.” 
 
On what he can do as a coach to improve pressure: 
“I think we have to get after the quarterback better, of course, with a 4-man rush, a 5-man rush, or a zero. From 
my standpoint, I think overall we’ve got to get into positions where we’re able to rush the quarterback in third 
down situations, especially third-and-seven-plus. We’ve got to get in those situations. It’s hard in third-and-one 
and third-and-twos to call a pressure because the ball is coming out so quick. So, across the board we’ve got to 
do a better job of getting after the passer with a little bit of pressure here and there and then ultimately trying to 
sack the quarterback.” 
 
On issues concerning the cutback lanes in the run defense: 
“I just think the linebackers have got to wobble a little bit back and forth. From our standpoint, we’ve got to 
coach it better and we’ve got to play it better because we knew what they were doing.” 
 
On DL Jonathan Allen’s injury: 
“It was a big loss. One of our starters, the captain of basically the defense, as well with [LB] Ryan Kerrigan. A 
guy that’s out there every day giving all his might every single play, playing hard. Even this past Sunday, I 
know we had three starters out, but I’m just saying we’ve got to play with the guys that we have. So, it’s 
important that we get him back and hopefully we will this week.” 
 
On if he is surprised by the drop off without Allen: 
“He is a big player from Alabama that has played in a lot of games and hopefully he’s up this week.” 
 
On if having a lot of rookies and new players on the defense has limited his scheme: 
“Overall, I think going through training camp, going through OTAs and going through all those periods that we 
went through and especially during practices for the first couple of weeks, we’re trying to get them in the basic 
defenses that we normally play. But then we throw a couple things that you actually want to get to and some of 
those guys are new, then all of a sudden they have to be put in a position where they actually have to play. So 
you have to cut back a little bit.” 
 
On LB Montez Sweat: 
“With [DL] Montez [Sweat], I think any young guy that comes into the league, they’re used to offensive tackles 
– they’re not used to Pro Bowl tackles. From that standpoint, he’s got to get off the ball, he’s got to make sure 
that he has a great angle to the quarterback and then try to defeat the tackles that he has. Overall, he’s got to get 
better, I’ve got to coach him better, [Outside Linebackers Coach] Chad [Grimm] has to coach him better, so 
we’ll see where it goes.” 
 
On whether there's anything specific Sweat can improve on: 



"I think that's the most important thing, getting off the ball. See the ball snap and then let it fly." 
 
On whether S Landon Collins' skillset is more instinctual versus coachable: 
"I think more than anything, Landon's an instinctual guy. He knows exactly where things are going, he has a 
feel for the game which is outstanding. I’ve got to put him into positions where he excels. I think across the 
board, I have not. I think we have to do a little bit of a job of trying to get him in those positions to excel." 
 
On whether Collins' skillset is teachable to other players: 
"Yeah, of course.” 
 
On if he's surprised by the performance of defense in the second half of the first two games: 
"Yeah, I think we start off good and then all of the sudden we kind of taper off. Each week it's always a 
different game. I always tell the guys we gotta play 60 minutes. It’s not 15 minutes, 30 minutes, 45 minutes, it’s 
60 minutes and that's the way we’ve got to play. From the start to the finish, we’ve got to play that way."  
 
 
 


