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Offensive Coordinator Kevin O’Connell 
 
On how involved RB Derrius Guice will be in the offense on Sunday: 
“My vision for him, he’s absolutely involved. We want to get him touches just in the confines of how we want 
to run our offense and run the football. We feel really, really good about our run game plan, but also we feel 
good about him in the pass game – whether it’s the screen game or some of the RPO stuff that we involve him 
in him as the runner. We feel good about him. We’re going to try to get him involved, try to get him in the 
rhythm. I think the Atlanta game when he played was kind of indicative of what we expect out of Derrius.” 
 
On the wide receiver group: 
“I feel it’s a talented group. We’re really excited about those guys and their development since we’ve really got 
some of those rookies into the building in the spring. Obviously [WR] Trey Quinn, I spend a lot of time with 
him. I spend a lot of time with [WR] Paul [Richardson Jr] and [WR] Terry [McLaurin]. They’re just such smart 
football players. They want to learn on a daily basis so it makes it fun to throw a lot at them and see what we 
can digest in a week and go take it to Sundays. It’s going to be fun to watch those guys each and every week 
grow and get better and better.” 
 
On the challenges of game planning when TE Jordan Reed could be unavailable on Sunday: 
“I think you look at scheme first and you look at how it fits versus who we’re playing and how the Eagles are 
going to line up, what they do well, which is a lot of things on defense. Then you just look to not only the guy 
when we have all our healthy guys up, that you’d love to be running concepts here or there. But the depth that 
we have, you said those names. [TE] Vernon Davis, we love having Vernon because it gives us that kind of 1A, 
1B option with [TE] Jordan [Reed]. Then the backfield, everybody knows how deep that whole group is. [RB] 
Wendell [Smallwood] has done a great job since he got in here, just absorbing the playbook. The depth at those 
spots help, especially with what we’re looking for this week from a challenge standpoint from the Eagles. We 
gameplan and it’s the ‘next man up’ mentality and we feel really good about our plan.”   
 
On the specific skills that his receivers possess: 
“The physical traits Terry [McLaurin] has showed since he’s got here. He obviously runs very well. The detail 
in which he takes the meeting room to the practice field and the game field allows us to ask him to run various 
parts of the route tree. Paul Richardson’s ability to push the field vertically, make plays on the football, his ball-
tracking skills. Both those guys should allow us to feel good about our concepts when we’re pushing the ball, 
not only outside the numbers, but third down matchups, down in the red zone situationally. Then Trey [Quinn] 
inside has always since he got here had a great feel and instinct for playing inside. So, I think when you talk 
about those three and then obviously [WR] Steven [Sims Jr] and [WR] Kelvin [Harmon] and some of the young 
guys in addition to [WR] Robert Davis, all guys that have flashed tremendous skill sets. So it’s our job, and 
really, it’s my job to support [Head Coach] Jay [Gruden] in putting together an offense that puts those guys in 
their situations where they feel not only comfortable, but their skill sets translate to success and getting open.” 
 
On preparing for his first game as offensive coordinator: 
“I said this in the spring, Jay [Gruden] as the play caller and our head coach and the play caller of our offense, 
I’ve really tried to be in a supportive role for him, like I really always have. It just makes it easier for me now to 
have the full-time to put into game planning and having my eyes on tape and evaluating our scheme that we’ve 
put in for this week versus what we’ve done in the past versus this team. Figuring out what works, what doesn’t 



so that when Sunday does come around, my job is to have a play ready when called upon. My job is to coach up 
our group, coach up our skill group and make sure that I’m on the same page as [Assistant Head Coach and 
Offensive Line Coach Bill] Callahan and what we’re doing in the run game and protection game so when it all 
comes together on Sunday, we don’t miss a beat.”   
 
On how WR Terry McLaurin’s route running has progressed: 
“I think the biggest thing is just the details – route depths, stems, angles and things you’ve got to play with. We 
change our splits a lot in this offense which change the routes that you run. It might be called the same route, 
but it may look different from three or four different spots. You can line up all on one side of the ball, whether 
we’re stacking, bunching, all the things that I look to try to do to not only help those guys but put maximum 
stress on the defense. As he starts to learn not all route are the same, not all techniques are the same. What may 
work for him might be different then what works for Paul [Richardson] and I think that’s one thing [Wide 
Receivers Coach] Ike [Hillard] does a great job with those guys. Having the experience, not only coaching as 
long as he has now, but as a player of just understanding how to put each individual player in a position to have 
success. From that standpoint, fundamentally and technique, those guys have been really, really good about 
buying in to what they need to do to have the best possible chance to get open.” 
 
On if Guice makes the offense more versatile: 
“I think we’ve always tried to be as versatile as possible because that’s when we’re at our best. When the 
defense has to play on their heels a little bit because they don’t know the type of offense we’re in because we 
can break the huddle and line up 1,000 different ways. The one thing I take a lot pride in is the versatility of 
teaching the system as we’ve installed it from the spring, so when the game week comes around, these players 
are showing up on Wednesday for the game plan, now that we’ve had extra days, they’re showing up just 
wondering how we’re going to line up and run the plays that we know and we know we can really excel at. 
That’s what provides us the versatility, not only the scheme but then the skillsets of the guys we have. The tight 
ends, you mentioned the running backs, [QB] Case Keenum is a veteran quarterback, [QB] Dwayne [Haskins 
Jr] with his ability in the quarterback room. I think of all those guys. Then obviously the guys up front, they all 
lead to us having the versatility we want in this offense for Jay [Gruden] to call the play he wants to call.” 
 
On how he feels about the Redskins being viewed as underdogs this season and kind of flying under the 
radar thus far and if that impacts how he coaches: 
“It really doesn’t because whether people are talking about us or not talking about us, my job doesn’t change. 
My role, being in charge of the offensive side of the ball for the Washington Redskins, being in that role for 
Coach [Jay] Gruden, it’s not going to change no matter what the outside noise may be. I care about the 
confidence level of our players, which I feel is my job each and every day. Wednesday when I walk in there 
when I walk in with the plan to convey how excited and confident I am in the plan because hopefully the kind 
of work we put into building the plans, I feel good about them and every week I do. From the standpoint of 
throwing the football, running the football, all three phases of really our team, our role of our offense is part of 
those three phases. We feel incredibly confident about our group I know as a coaching staff and the guys I 
coach with. So when I look at the roster and the team that we have, the outside noise means nothing. The Eagles 
are going to show up on Sunday and no matter what the people from the outside think, we’re going to be ready 
to go play them.”  
 
On how QB Dwayne Haskins is taking in the game plan: 
“Dwayne [Haskins] has been great. He's been great all the way through training camp of really trying to 
approach it. Obviously, when he was competing for the job, he was on a daily basis being asked to do things 
physically. But I've challenged him in meetings, and challenged him with Coach [Quarterback Coach Tim] 
Rattay and doing some stuff with Coach [Senior Offensive Assistant Matt] Cavanaugh on the side, just 
constantly – we have that support system for him. So even though we are in game weeks now, and we are really 
focusing on the opponent and making sure Case [Keenum] is prepared for everything that he may see, 
Dwayne’s development does not stop. It's a minute-to-minute, hour-to-hour, extra meetings in the mornings, 
extra meetings in the afternoon because he's one snap away, so he has to prepare. I know it's a cliché sometimes 



for the backup quarterback to prepare like you're the guy, but it's real because we're playing a veteran 
quarterback and Dwayne is the backup and we're rolling. He's got to be ready to go. I have a lot of confidence in 
Dwayne right now, that if he goes in the game he can operate at a very high level."  
 
On the backup quarterback situation: 
“I think just the whole offseason and the training camp we've had with him, I'm challenging him to digest the 
whole game plan. We carry a great deal of volume because we want to have the versatility and the options at 
our disposal on Sunday and that goes for him just like it does for Case [Keenum]. So, we'll see where he's at, 
we'll meet those guys a little bit later today and then we'll kind of see where they are at with the game plan and 
go from there as far as if he gets into the game, what he's comfortable running. I'm hoping it's a lot and almost 
all of the game plan because that's the type of work I've seen from him in preparation for this game." 
 
On the environment in Philadelphia: 
"Well there's definitely some things you hear, but I think it's a great crowd. I think it's a great environment. I can 
only imagine opening day, they've had a lot of success over the past few years. I imagine that place is going to 
be very loud. I imagine they're going to be absolutely ready to run out of the tunnel and ready to go. So, we're 
hoping we feel the way our guys have practiced this week, the energy they've had all the way through this week, 
we’ve got to match that. And then obviously being the road team, that's what you have to do, you have to find a 
way to match the energy of the crowd supporting the home team and do whatever you can to quiet them down 
early. Especially as an offense, and then see how long you can consistently operate snap in and snap out and see 
where everything goes from there." 
 


