
 
 

     
August 5, 2019 

QB Dwayne Haskins Jr. 
 
On what he's learned from the veteran quarterback:  
"It's figuring out the small things, the little details of how a corner's looking on a certain coverage, how to read 
it a certain way versus a certain coverage, just little small things that I wouldn't know. They do a great job with 
that. 
 
On what he has learned from the veterans from a preparation standpoint: 
"I thought I did a pretty good job studying before I got here. The meetings are pretty long every day, so we go 
through pretty much everything throughout practice; a lot of possible scenarios, every play. It's like nothing we 
don't go over in meetings. It's a great job getting ready for the next day of practice."  
 
On his role in first preseason game: 
"I think we're talking about it tomorrow."  
 
On returning to play in Ohio: 
"I mean, I never played in Cleveland, I played in Columbus, but of course all my Ohio State friends are hitting 
me up about it and stuff like that. I'm excited to be back in the state I went to college at. [I have] a few friends in 
Cleveland, I'm looking forward to going back and having some fun." 
 
On playing in his first preseason: 
"I'm excited, man. It's been a little bit. I haven't played in a game since last year, so the biggest thing is doing 
the same routine – getting ready for the game, how to study, how to prepare, how to get my body ready and you 
know, just trying to figure out whatever role I have in that game to do the best of my ability." 
 
On his progression from OTAs to now: 
"Just being comfortable, just trying to find consistency. Finding a rhythm is hard when you don't go as often as 
a one or a two. Just trying to figure out ways to hit a stride and keep getting better. I'm just trying to find every 
little nuance whether it’s throwing extra after practice, staying longer after a meeting or whatever it is necessary 
for me being ready to play."   
 
On QB Alex Smith: 
"Alex is a great guy. Urban [Meyers] told me how knowledgeable he is of the game back when I was in college 
and he always talks about Alex Smith when he was at Utah.  Of course, getting to meet him and getting to ask 
him questions and whenever I get an opportunity to ask him or whoever else in the room just to figure out how 
they think about it, how it hits their head and just to see how they picture it. After every play, after every rep if I 
am standing right next to him just ask him, what he saw, how he saw it and how he would do this and then he 
gives me an insightful answer." 
 
On situations that he feels he is handling better at this point of camp: 
"I think just trying to figure out the whole operation – hearing the play, calling the play, getting to the line of 
scrimmage, checking protection, checking the run call, getting into the right spot, making the right progression, 
and then putting the ball where it needs to be. That is just a process of getting reps and getting reps and getting 



better every day and just trying to make each rep as close to the game as possible just to make it realistic. It's 
been a lot of fun." 
 
On his rookie skit: 
"We sang, ‘If I Ever Fell in Love Again,’ and we got boo’d pretty bad. I don’t think I want to do that again. We 
tried our best. It was a group effort. It was me, Kelvin [Harmon], Craig Reynolds, and Bryce Love and it didn’t 
go too great." 
 
On his role in the quarterback room: 
"Yeah, I just feel like all the personalities in the room mesh well together. I think Jay [Gruden] does a great job 
with making everyone feel comfortable. Not once did I ever feel like I was a rookie quarterback that couldn't 
ask questions or you know feel like I was getting bullied or anything like that. They want me to talk, they want 
me to answer questions – vets are asking me questions and it’s a very open meeting room. It’s a great job just 
to; its plays I don’t even get in and they’re asking me questions about it and I just think that’s a great 
opportunity for me to make sure I know what I’m doing." 
 
On his approach in the meeting room: 
"How I approach it? Certain protections, what call would I make? Or different reads stuff like that –‘Haskins if 
you were in where would you throw this ball?’ Stuff like that. Of course you crack a few jokes so it’s a good 
meeting room." 
 
On signing with Jordan Brand: 
"He’s the goat. I mean coming out, [Colts S] Malik Hooker; when I was in college he signed with Jordan and 
we have the same agent. Of course going through the process of picking a brand, I just felt like Jordan was the 
brand I liked the most as far as off the field, on the field. I feel like they had the best cleats as far as how they 
look and they are custom so they fit to my feet. They look pretty good so it was an easy choice." 
 
On setting goals: 
"I mean, I just control what I can control, never make the same mistake twice, and bring energy to practice. 
Whether that’s with the quarterbacks, receivers, offensive line, running backs, coaches, tight ends, even the 
defensive players, just trying to figure out a way to bring that extra energy because quarterback goes, then the 
offense, the whole defense goes, and that’s how football works. So, everyday I can’t really pinpoint, ‘I want to 
throw ten passes and complete them or I want to throw three touchdowns.’ It doesn’t really work like that. 
Whatever reps I get I make the most of them and just trying to figure out a way to just keep getting better, keep 
building, because on Thursday I play a lot more than I would in practice, so just trying to figure out how I can 
be ready for that.” 
 
On his comfort level going under center: 
"In high school I was under center, so it's not unfamiliar territory to me. I did a lot in college, shotgun in 
college, so that's what I have been doing for the last couple of years. I actually think it's easier for me to be 
under center because it makes me tempo my drop better, makes it easier to time up a route because we're in 
sync. When you're in shotgun it's all about getting the snap, how do you catch the ball, and how do you identify 
the safety and it really has to be fast on your feet in shotgun. I like under centers because one, I'm tall and then 
two, I can just push back for depth to see the field." 
 
On if he feels pressure with this quarterback completion: 
"I'm thriving, man. I'm just having fun with it. I mean, I'm not a seven, ten-year vet, so of course those guys 
have a better understanding of what they're doing. But, I mean, I use that as an advantage because I can ask 
them, ‘What are you seeing? How would you handle this? And they do a great job helping me, so, I mean, I 
know that I'm going to play when it happens, I’ve got to be prepared and ready for it. But, I'm rooting for 



everybody – rooting for Colt [McCoy], rooting for Case [Keenum], rooting for everyone and want everybody to 
do well."  
 


