
 
 

REDSKINS INTERIM HEAD COACH BILL CALLAHAN  
 
Opening Statement: 
“Okay, that was a good win for our team today. I’m really proud of the way our guys fought, how the 
resilience held up, held in there and just their overall grit. The way they battled for four quarters. I’m really 
proud of our team and it’s really good to come out on the winning end of this. I couldn’t be more proud of 
the group of guys in that room. The struggles that we’ve gone through, to come out with a win today, that 
was huge.” 
 
On why QB Dwayne Haskins Jr. didn’t take the field for victory formation: 
“We were looking for him. We were looking for him, too. I think he thought the game was over, so we’ll 
have to find out. I’ll have to find out a little bit more. I know that we called the victory formations and [QB] 
Case [Keenum] came out on the field.” 
 
On the report that he challenged the team last night in meetings: 
“I think those moments are private. I think coaches always challenge their team in a lot of different ways, 
and they responded today extremely well. They came out fast. We came out and made some big plays early. 
I really credit our special teams. I mean wow. I look at [Special Teams Coordinator] Coach Kaczor and what 
he’s done with that unit from the return game with [WR] [Steven] Sims making the long play on the kickoff 
return to [P] Tress Way obviously to [K] [Dustin Hopkins] Hop winning it out. I mean those guys are a great 
group of guys. He’s worked extremely hard. I’m glad to see that his unit really shined today and created 
some really good field position in some really tough times. My hat goes off to Coach Kaczor and the special 
teams unit for the fine job that they did today. Well deserved.” 
 
On if he thought Haskins Jr. not being ready for victory formation was funny: 
“No, I don’t laugh at it. I’m happy we won. We’ll address that. I’m just pleased that we won the game. The 
interception was fabulous to close it out. I just have to find out.” 
 
On clock management at the end of the game: 
“Absolutely. We could’ve burned a little but more time. Absolutely.” 
 
On Haskins Jr. overthrowing the ball: 
“I believe it's a part of the growing experience of a young quarterback – whether he pulls the trigger too 
quick, too fast or puts too much on it or trusts too much and doesn't calculate well enough at times. I think all 
those variables are employed. But you know, he put the ball in position where it couldn't get picked and I 
think that's a smart play. It does get overthrown at times and does if the trajectory is a little bit deeper, a little 
bit wider, much more preferred than having it low and inside or down and inside where it becomes 
potentially a contested or pick-able type play. I think there was sometimes where he did lay it out there. I 
think he trusts his receivers speed and let them run out of the catch and run under the ball. I think that's pretty 
common thread in terms of throwing the ball a little bit more vertical, which we did today.” 
 
On CB Josh Norman not playing: 
“We addressed that during the week – myself, [Defensive Coordinator] Coach Manusky and [Defensive 
Backs] Coach Horton all sat down on Thursday and had a really good discussion, dialogue with Josh. He's 



been fighting through some injuries this year and at times we like to have some plays back for him. I think 
overall, Josh is a competitor who I really respect and I love. He's an integral part of our football team. And 
today was really his decision when he came to the stadium as to whether or not he wanted to be activated or 
inactive because of the fact that he is battling through a lot of things. So with that being said, he's elected to – 
which I was proud of because he did in the Minnesota [Vikings] game for us when he was injured – and he 
played in that game. If we needed some today, certainly, he would’ve stepped up in an emergency role again 
today as well. I love Josh and I’m proud of him in the way he's handled things and he's a true pro and a lot of 
ways and you can't say enough about his professionalism.” 
 
On when Norman will go back into the starting lineup: 
“I think we’ll look at everything again and reevaluate everything going back into the week and see where 
we're at as we start to begin preparation for Carolina [Panthers].” 
 
On the two minutes before the half: 
“I can't recall the situation exactly per play, but I just remember that we had a chance to advance it and read 
that third one we didn't make. We elected to throw, and we didn't convert it. I think if we had it back again, 
there’s always a time where you could do something different. I thought it was a good play call. I thought 
what [Offensive Coordinator] Kevin [O’Connell] called at the time was right for what we wanted to do.” 
 
On CB Fabian Moreau:  
“He played pretty good. I wouldn’t know until I sit down and evaluate the film and look at it in its totality 
and really give you a better answer tomorrow. But I think overall, generally I thought there were times that I 
thought our coverage was tight, there were times where you'd like to be a little bit better. We still have a lot 
of work to do in a lot of areas. They ran the ball pretty well against us. But even still, I thought we were 
resilient, we had good resolve and came back and made the critical stops when needed to make them on 
defense. And again, the field position game was critical today and it was good that we had the one in the 
fourth quarter, and we lucked in to take it and utilized it pretty well with Dwayne [Haskins Jr.].” 
 
On RB Wendell Smallwood: 
“I think they all have good roles. They all have good opportunities to play in different roles. Like I said 
earlier during the week, [Running Backs] Coach Jordan does a really good job of managing the strengths and 
weaknesses of the backs and according to what plays are in, what plays are being utilized. I think we’ll 
feature the backs appropriately and we try to balance that out from a tendencies standpoint as well.” 
 
On the defense playing more aggressively: 
“Well, I think it was in the plan to begin with and I thought, you're right. In the second half, we applied a 
little bit more pressure on third down. I know that we caught him off guard a few times in the third down 
situation where we got them to turn the ball over on downs and make them punt. I like the mix today. I like 
the balance of what we did from zone, pressure, man and also whether we were dropping eight or just 
rushing for it. I like the balance and I like the mix. I thought [Defensive Coordinator] Greg [Manusky] did a 
really good job with that.” 
 
On an injury update: 
“I don’t. I'm going to talk to the trainer once I get done visiting with you folks.” 
 



 
 

REDSKINS QB DWAYNE HASKINS JR. 
 
On earning his first win in the NFL: 
“It felt great just having the opportunity to be playing this game with my guys and have some fun doing it. It 
was a great win.” 
 
On why he wasn’t in the victory formation on the last play of the game:  
“I was so hype, I broke a water bottle. I look up and we’re in victory. I thought the game was over with 
already, but I’ll get it next time.” 
 
On missing some open targets early in the game: 
“My wrist is pretty banged up.” 
 
On being a closer: 
“Closing is what I do, so every opportunity I get I try to hold out my hand and help the team win.” 
 
On what this win means to the fans: 
“I bet it means a lot. There are Bullis fans and fans from other high schools in the area that go to the games. 
It’s surreal to me because growing up in this area, I know how important is for us to win football games. 
Now that I’m part of this and the guy running the show, it means that much more to me to get the win at 
home. I do it for my family and the people supporting the Redskins.” 
 
On if the selfies with fans was done during or after the game was over:  
“Over.” 
 
On the throw to WR Terry McLaurin to set up field goal and scramble on the last drive:  
“The play to Terry, we were looking for [WR] Trey [Quinn] and we didn’t exactly win the way I wanted to 
throw it so I progressed with my progression. Stepped up in the pocket and Terry made a great play on a 
really good corner. He did a great job. The scramble, I was flushed up in the pocket, making a play and 
getting the first down. That’s how those two plays went.”  
 
On staying confident towards the end of the game:  
“Whatever happened in the game is over with. It’s a new series, new opportunity and new play. It’s a new 
play mentality that we have here. Of course, you learn from what happened previously. But you don’t go into 
a new series with, ‘oh we messed up on this play last series or couple series ago, we didn’t score.’ Every 
opportunity to go on the field is an opportunity to make plays, score points. That last drive was us coming 
together as an offense and making some plays.” 
 
On the scramble where he took a hit:  
“I knew we would win the game before we even played. It’s a matter of executing, and I missed some throws 
and that’s part of playing the position. That last series was an opportunity to pull up and make it happened 
for my guys. Defense did a great job. Special teams did a great job. That last series was all on me as far as 
helping the offense go down the field and make something happen. I looked everyone in their eyes in that 
huddle and told them we’re going to do it and we did.” 
 
On speaking with WR Terry McLaurin:  



“He talked to me telling me, telling me about the culture. How we’re a part of this and how we’re going to 
make big changes around here. He missed some plays. I missed him. He dropped a couple. That’s just a part 
of the position. I never give up on any of the guys. Throw to any of them. They never give up on me. That 
play was a testimony of overcoming adversity throughout the game. That moment was special for me 
because even back in college, Terry was one of the first guys to believe in me. We’re on the same team 
together. I think he is a great player, great dude and even better person. That play right there is just us 
trusting each other to make it happen. Never giving up on one another. We just shared that moment together 
knowing we’re going to be here for a while and win a lot more games like that.” 
 
On other discussions with McLaurin throughout the game: 
“He was playing a good corner. My philosophy going into that game was to never underthrow Terry because 
of how good the corner was. Placed the ball pretty good so if I was going to miss, I was going to miss deep 
and out wide so he wouldn’t have the opportunity to put his hands on the ball. Talked about it. I missed him. 
He could have connected on some of it. He still had five catches for 72 yards. He makes great plays. Makes 
uncontested catches. He does not care who is guarding him, he is going to win so that’s why I’m proud of 
him.” 
 

REDSKINS WR STEVEN SIMS JR. 
 
On QB Dwayne Haskins Jr.’s improvement as the game went on: 
“Clutch moments – some players handle it, some don’t and obviously he handled it. Early on, we all just had 
to rally around him and then make those plays on our end on his end. That’s all we had to do.” 
 
On whether it’s fun to see the offense click: 
“Yeah, it’s fun because you know how much work you put in. To me, it’s scary to see all the young guys like 
me, [WR] Terry [McLaurin], [WR Kelvin Harmon], [QB] Dwayne [Haskins Jr.]. It’s a lot to prepare for for 
them.” 
 

REDSKINS WR KELVIN HARMON 
 
On QB Dwayne Haskins Jr. getting in rhythm late in the game: 
“It’s the clutch factor. Some players have it, some players don’t, he obviously has it. We’re all young, but 
we’re going to rally around him and make those plays on our end and on his end. It’s all going to get better.” 
 
On if he enjoys seeing Haskins Jr. come along: 
“It’s fun because you know how much work he puts in. You know how talented he is. To me, it’s scary to 
see all the young guys – me, [WR] Terry [McLaurin], [QB] Dwayne [Haskins Jr.]. It’s a lot to look forward 
to in the future.” 
 

REDSKINS CB FABIAN MOREAU  
 
On how the defense played: 
“It’s all about the other 10 players, they played their hearts out today. [CB Quinton Dunbar] is the best 
corner in the league and I’m just trying to be like him, learning from him. We just had a good game.” 
 
On how team played as a whole: 
“[WR Steven Sims Jr.] is a hell of a player. He gets the ball in his hands and he’s going to make something 
happen. I’m just proud of [QB Dwayne] Haskins [Jr.] getting his first win – that’s big time. He had a lot of 
poise, he played well and he led us to victory.”  
 
On how it felt getting the first home win: 



“Great. We needed it, we’ve been working hard, we’ve been battling hard and it’s about time. We’re on to 
the next.”  
 
On preparing for his start: 
“Just play ball. That’s all I’m here to do, play football.” 
 

REDSKINS CB QUINTON DUNBAR  
 
On his interception late in the fourth quarter: 
“Just trying to make a play for my team in clutch situations, that’s pretty much it.” 
 
On pulling out the win: 
“I definitely knew we were going to [be fired up] today. In a team meeting yesterday, [Interim Head] Coach 
[Bill] Callahan ripped us apart and guys didn’t take that too fairly and wanted to come out here and prove 
that they were something that he said that they weren’t.”  
 
On how it feels getting the win: 
“It feels good, but I’m not going to get complacent and I’m not going to let the guys get complacent, 
especially the guys in the defensive back group. I feel like it’s my job to keep the guys on their heels and 
knowing that it’s a consistent lead, so just to stay consistent.” 
 
On Interim Head Coach Bill Callahan’s message during the team meeting: 
“[Interim Head] Coach [Bill Callahan] is going to try and use all his tactics to try to get his guys going. 
Obviously, we haven’t been having a great year, so I guess he’s just trying to find different ways to get us 
going and keep us going. That’s pretty much it.” 
 
 
 



 
 

LIONS HEAD COACH MATT PATRICIA  
 
Opening Statement: 
“Obviously, tough game for us today. Didn’t make enough plays to win and give Washington credit. They 
finished the game off and won. For us, obviously a short week. We’ve got to get back to work here on a 
Wednesday in other words, so we’re already behind trying to get ready for Thursday. Certainly, there are 
some things in here we’ve got to take a look at and we’ve got to clean up that cost us the game, and we were 
in a situation where they were able to make plays and we were not. Really not a lot to say other than that. I 
mean, we know what the mistakes are, we all saw them out there and we’ve got to do a better job coaching it 
and we’ve got to do a better job of executing it on the field. For us, that’s kind of where we’re at.” 
 
On CB Darius Slay’s struggles this season: 
“I think it’s a team game. I think everybody’s out there trying to do everything they can. [CB Darius] Slay 
certainly works really hard. He’s given us everything he can do and we’ve got to have better complimentary 
play. It’s got to be everybody working together. He makes a lot of plays for us. He does a lot of great things 
for us and certainly from that aspect of it, he takes a lot of tough duty on and goes every single week and 
tries to do the best he can with that aspect of it. We’ve just all go to do better.”  
 
On whether he had taken over defensive play-calling responsibilities: 
“Like I’ve said before, I have a lot of different roles on gameday. Certainly from that standpoint, I’m very 
active in the communication from all phases of the game – all three phases – and so there’s going to be plays 
out there that I can call. There’s going to be plays [Defensive Coordinator Paul Pasqualoni]’s calling. 
There’s going to be plays out there that certainly are just automatic for us.” 
 
On whether holding the play sheet indicates that he’s calling more plays than Pasqualoni: 
“I try to remember to cover my mouth as much as possible when I talk to those cameras from that standpoint. 
I actually have four different lines that I’m clicked into. From that aspect of it, there’s a lot of different 
people I’m talking to from that standpoint.” 
 
On the percentage of defensive plays that he called: 
“I don’t know. I’m not going to get into that stuff. Again, I’m not really going to get into details. It changes 
week by week.” 
 
On QB Jeff Driskel’s turnovers: 
“I think turnovers, in general, no one’s excited about those, no one is happy about that stuff. We’ve got to do 
a good job with the ball from that standpoint, but even if we’re running the ball, we can’t have it stripped out 
either. And look, when those plays happen we’ve got to go out on the other side of the ball and we’ve got to 
try and get it back, too. We just can’t give opponents extra possessions from that standpoint. It just makes the 
game really hard.” 
 
 
On allowing the Redskins to return a kick for a touchdown: 
“I mean, looking at the pictures for us, we didn’t execute our lanes well enough on that. It looks like when 
[Steven Sims Jr.] kind of bobbled the catch, we maybe got out a little bit, distorted a little bit with our 
coverage. He’s a dynamic returner. He sets some guys up and was kind of able to dip in and dip back out, but 
I think the initial juggling of the catch there to start kind of threw our guys off there a little bit.” 



 
On whether there’s a lack of cohesion from the kick coverage unit: 
“From a kick standpoint, the kicks are the kicks I think, but there are some coverage change-ups in there – 
some guys that rotate in and out, or have rotated in and out, or did this week, too. So, that’s something you’re 
always concerned about. It’s a defensive play. With defense, the more consistent you can be with those guys 
out there, the better.” 
On being unable to make defensive adjustments: 
“Again, give them credit for making some plays in those situations where they made plays today. Obviously, 
we will go back and take a look and see if there are different things we could have done – certainly the 
execution and obviously there are going to be other things out there. I wish we had put them in different 
situations to try to help them out from that standpoint, too. But right now, just give Washington credit for 
being able to make plays.” 
 
 On what went wrong this season: 
“I mean, I really don’t think we can get into all that summary stuff right now. We are 30 seconds off from 
coming off the field from this game and we will go back, take a look at that and see what this game is. We 
definitely know that there are some things that we talked about earlier in the week, as we mentioned, that are 
just giving us issues within each game. We’ve got to eliminate those because they are just causing us a lot of 
issues and really putting us off track and really making it difficult from that standpoint. We have just really 
got to eliminate those.” 
 
On his job security and how the team is fighting for him: 
“I definitely think the team is fighting, I think we are working really hard, I think everyone is out there 
playing very hard. I think you see that even with all the lineup changes we have had and the different guys 
we had out on the field, whether it’s injuries or whatever it may be. I think everyone that goes out there goes 
out and tries to compete at a really high level and steps up and tries to do their job. Certainly, we have to do 
it better from that standpoint to try to turn the tables here on the win-loss. We know we’re in a lot of close 
games and we’re real close on all of these things. I think everyone is going to have the same frustration of 
not being able to close them out or finish it or whatever it is, but the good thing for the group is they really 
do work hard and go back at it. We have a short week, we don’t have a lot of time to worry about a lot of 
things rather than getting mistakes fixed and then going and trying to get ready for the Bears, so it’s a little 
bit unique in that situation for us.” 
 
On allowing CB Rashaan Melvin to start: 
“I think we were close with him before he kind of got off track with a little bit of an injury and we didn’t 
have him for a while. Just slowing him down, building him back into the package we had before. We had 
confidence in him this week and he felt good with his assignment in those situations. A lot of those guys – 
[CB] Mike Ford and [CB] Amani [Oruwariye] – those guys are ready based on what happens in the game. It 
wound up being a situation real late in the week where we had to make a switch because of [CB] Rashaan 
[Melvin] and we just felt prepared.” 
 
On fixing issues that have persisted this season: 
“I think some of it too is even with spending a lot of time here with the penalty stuff. Really understanding in 
certain situations. We’ve got to know when the particular play is over and we can’t get that extra pull or that 
push or that extra grab or whatever it might be. Just understand there are going to be times where we can’t do 
those things and cost us bigger plays from that situation. Just trying to keep emphasizing those points and 
coaching the techniques, so we don’t get in the situation where we’re called for penalties. Certainly, the ones 
that happen before the snap, those are the ones that hurt you the most. Those are the ones that have got to be 
better.” 
 
On whether the team is getting used to losing: 



“I think for me, I absolutely hate losing. I am a super competitive person and I can’t stand it. It gets me and 
then everybody – for all of us, you have to turn it around and just get ready for the next one. You can’t really 
stay in that mode too long, you’ve just got to keep working harder, try to get better and try to fix it. I think 
for us – especially for this week – there is not a lot of time to stay in this mode. We are going to have to flip 
the page real quick and try to get ready for the Bears.” 
 
On [RB] Bo Scarbrough’s fumble: 
“I didn’t hear any whistle on the play. I mean, obviously I saw the ball come out. At that point it was a pile-
up, that’s all I saw.” 
 
On what Scarbrough means to the team: 
“I think he has done a great job with his opportunity. He is learning the offense, he is running hard, he gives 
an element of toughness downhill from that standpoint. It means a lot to him, he cares and it is important. 
From that aspect, he’s trying to do everything he can to try to help us and he is trying to get better, so I 
appreciate that as a coach – someone that goes out and he works really hard. So, from that aspect of it, really 
good. Got to try to eliminate some of the mistakes and go forward from there, but he is definitely, from that 
aspect, trying to do everything we are asking.” 
 



 
 
 

LIONS QB JEFF DRISKEL 
 
On his frustration with interceptions: 
“You have to put your team in a position to win. I thought all day the defense did a great job of giving us the 
ball back, holding them to field goals and we had a chance to go down there and win the game. You just 
have to take care of the ball. That’s what it comes down to, going through your reads [and] throwing it to the 
open guy. Taking care of the football, that’s first and foremost, which is the quarterback’s job and I didn’t do 
that today.” 
 
On what has gone wrong this season: 
“We’ve had a bunch of penalties. We had some penalties again today. We talked about cleaning those up and 
we didn’t get that done. We turned the ball over four times. It’s hard to win in this league doing that. It just 
comes down to not making plays at the end of the game and that has been a common theme over these last 
few weeks. You just have to find a way to make them. At the end of the day, we have the confidence that we 
are going to go make them and we just didn’t do it. It’s frustrating when you’re in a position to go win 
football games and you come up short.” 
 
On whether the team might lose confidence after this loss: 
“No, I think we have the guys in our locker room that go to work every week. I think we take accountability 
for our mistakes. We’ll move forward. Like I said, we just didn’t make enough plays – I’m sure everybody 
out there can say that. For myself, I didn’t make enough plays and I turned the ball over. It really is 
frustrating. You know, you’ve got to go into that locker room and take accountability and that’s what I’ll do. 
Those are on me.” 
 
On his interception late in the fourth quarter: 
“We had a good play on for the look. [Cornerback Quinton] Dunbar did a great job of anticipating the route a 
little bit. We knew going into the week that he had a good feel for route running and concepts. I just have to 
get my eyes out in front, I can’t just assume it’s going to be there because of a certain look. He made a good 
play, but it comes down to taking care of the football and I just threw it right to him.” 
 

LIONS TE LOGAN THOMAS  
 
On failing to capitalize when in opponents’ territory: 
“You can’t let one drop lead to the next drop. We did some really good things, we ran the ball well at times 
and sometimes we didn’t – we were going backwards, we had the early fumble. Other than that, we could 
have done better in a lot of areas.” 
 
On what the offense’s success in the third quarter: 
“We came out with a great tempo. A downhill run got us a good again and got us into the redzone pretty 
quickly. Guys were making plays and we were able to get six on the board, so we started doing things well 
and just couldn’t sustain.” 
 

LIONS G GRAHAM GLASGOW  
 
On the locker room’s confidence in Head Coach Matt Patricia: 



“I mean, he’s our head coach and he’s the guy we rally behind. I think that he’s trying his hardest and we’re 
also trying our hardest. We just need to execute and I think that at the end of the day that comes down to 
everybody on the team, the coaches and the players. I don’t think that it gets pinned on one person.” 
 
On how players deal with questions about Patricia’s job security: 
“You guys can speculate. It is what it is. It’s the same thing you can say for everybody in the locker room 
and their job status.” 
  

LIONS LB JARRED DAVIS  
 
On getting ready to play Chicago Thursday: 
“We just have to move on to the next game right now. It is one of those things where it is hard, but it’s fair. 
We just can’t let this loss turn into another one. We have to go out and fight hard for a division game on 
Thursday night.” 
 
On the Redskins adjustments to the defense in the fourth quarter: 
“They came out, fought hard and out executed us in the end and that is what it came down to. They didn’t 
show us anything new it came down to how they executed their play calls. It is a tough pill to swallow.” 
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