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Eagles Head Coach Doug Pederson 

 
Q. What changed in the second half? (Zach Berman)  
DOUG PEDERSON: I don’t think much of anything. We just kind of settled into the game. Made a few 
adjustments at halftime, but there were some plays to be made in the first half. We just didn’t make 
them, offensively. Defense, we didn’t get off the field on third down in the first half, but we got off the 
field on third down in the second half. And then conversely, we stayed on the field and made some plays 
on third down. So just a matter of staying patient, trusting the game plan and the guys executed well in 
the second half. 
 
Q. In that first drive in the second half, you had a quick fourth-down conversion, I think it was from 
your own 34-yard line. Any hesitation to go for it there? (Jimmy Kempski)  
DOUG PEDERSON: None. It was about a half a yard, so there was no hesitation. I was going for it there. 
 
Q. On that drive you ran the ball nine out of 12 times, I think. How much did that let you establish 
control of the line of scrimmage in the game? (John Clark)  
DOUG PEDERSON: Even a couple times in the first half, I thought we kind of controlled the line of 
scrimmage. We had some nice runs. Second half, kind of challenged the guys at halftime and said, ‘Hey, 
offensive line, control the line of scrimmage,’ and they did. Made those two long drives there in the 
second half and really dominated by the offensive line and hats off to those guys. Helped us really get 
ourselves back into this football game and helped us win. 
 
Q. What did you think of the way QB Carson Wentz played? (Reporter) 
DOUG PEDERSON: I thought he played within himself. I thought he really saw the field extremely well. 
Distributed the ball well. Made the checks that we needed him to make. He played well. Obviously, we 
will look at the tape tomorrow and see, but I think just my [gut reaction] just says that he played well. 
 
Q. He was very efficient on third down, all three of his touchdown passes on third down, nine passes 
converted from first downs on third. What was the key to that success on third down? (Rob Maaddi)  
DOUG PEDERSON: Some of it was a little tempo offense. We lined up quickly to the line of scrimmage. 
Thought that there might have been a little confusion on defense that we were able to kind of take 
advantage of, which helped us there. [WR] DeSean [Jackson], we caught him in the right coverage on the 
one touchdown. DeSean kind of split the two-deep safety there, or at least the one-high safety I 
thought, and for the one touchdown, protection was really good. So just a combination of our execution 
and then just playing fast. 
 
Q. What was it like seeing WR DeSean Jackson have the game he had his first game back in 
Philadelphia? (Zack Rosenblatt)  
DOUG PEDERSON: I'm excited for him and excited for the team. It's a great win. Great way to start our 
season. Excited for DeSean, first game back. I wish he wouldn't have gotten the penalty in the first 
quarter there, but emotions run high early and he settled in and had a nice game. 
 
Q. What effect does his speed have on the whole offense and his ability to create space? (Reporter)  
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DOUG PEDERSON: Yeah, it's obviously something that we're blessed to have. He's blessed to have, as 
well. Take advantage of that. You watch the game and not all the time do you have to throw the ball 
deep. With his speed, it might get a little off-coverage from time to time, so take advantage of that, too. 
He fits in well with what we are doing. Obviously freed up [WR] Alshon [Jeffery] and some of the things 
Nelly [WR Nelson Agholor] did and even [TE] Zach [Ertz] and [TE] Dallas [Goedert]. It's good to have. 
 
Q. G Brandon Brooks came out during the fourth quarter for T Halapoulivaati Vaitai, was that part of 
the plan for him to be on a pitch count? (Jimmy Kempski)  
DOUG PEDERSON: Part of the plan. 
 
Q. And then also defensively, it seemed like the outside corners were kind of cycling in and out. Was 
that part of the plan? (Jimmy Kempski)  
DOUG PEDERSON: It's all part of the plan, early in the season like that, especially with [CB Ronald] Darby, 
putting him on, not a pitch count, but a rotating basis. All of those guys were going to play. When you 
have four corners out there and the three that played corner position, obviously, but yeah, all part of 
the plan. 
 
Q. At 17-0, how much did that touchdown pass wake up the offense? (Reporter)  
DOUG PEDERSON: I think the 17-0 kind of woke us up, and we knew what we had to do. We had to just 
kind of stay within our game plan. Had to keep calling runs. The run game was eventually going to take 
over, and we were able to make some more plays there in the second half that got us back in the game 
and eventually win the game. You don't ever want to see that, 17-0 at home, but hats off to the guys. 
Resilient group, staying true and crawling themselves back into it. 
 
Q. We've asked you so much about RB Miles Sanders and RB Jordan Howard throughout preseason. 
Why so much RB Darren Sproles today? (Zach Berman)  
DOUG PEDERSON: Well, some of it was by design, some of the plays that were effective. As you know, 
when we construct games, we have multiple run schemes and they are designed for different guys. The 
ones that were kind of clicking today were the Darren ones, and so just kept calling his number there. 
Those other two guys I thought ran well, also. Unfortunate we get the late holding call late in the game 
there on that one, but Miles is explosive, as you know. Jordan ran extremely hard. So excited for all 
three of those guys. 
 
Q. When WR DeSean Jackson hits that deep ball for the touchdown, with his energy and emotion that 
he shows, is he coming back to you on the sidelines saying, ‘Let's get another one going?’ (John Clark)  
DOUG PEDERSON: Yeah, he's excited, talking. He comes up to you and kind of high-fives you a little bit 
and kind of just whispers in your ear like, ‘Hey, let's-keep-it-going’ type thing. That's him. He obviously 
leads by example. He's great to have in the locker room, and we're just fortunate that today was his day. 
 
Q. The first drive in the third quarter, you ran the ball nine out of 12 plays, had a lot of success on the 
ground. How important was it to establish that kind of balance and keep them off balance? (Rob 
Maaddi)  
DOUG PEDERSON: Any time you can establish a run game during the game, it helps you, it opens up a lot 
of things. A couple times we caught them in sub-defense to our 12-personnel which was good for us to 
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run the football in, and you take advantage of that. But yeah, I mean, any time you can do that, it 
definitely opens up more things in the second half for us that it did, especially down-the-field throws. 
 
Q. What kind of defensive adjustments did you make in the second half where you kept the receivers 
in check from the big plays for the most part? (Reporter)  
DOUG PEDERSON: It really just starts with the front, getting a little bit more pressure on the 
quarterback, disrupting some of his throws. Then just being where your feet are, just understanding 
from a defensive standpoint where you need to be and being there and executing the defense. But I do 
think we got a little bit more pressure on the quarterback there in the second half. 
 
Q. Any DT Malik Jackson update yet? (Zach Berman)  
DOUG PEDERSON: Not yet. 
 
 

Eagles QB Carson Wentz 
 
On the first touchdown to Eagles WR DeSean Jackson: 
“We were always in communication during the game trying to figure out what they were doing coverage 
wise, and that specific play we were talking about heavy alert if they do a certain coverage. We hit the 
home run on that one and it was fun.” 
 
On how it felt to air it out on the touchdowns to Jackson: 
“It felt great. To have him out here, creating the dynamic element that he does for our offense, and I 
know the city if pretty fired up to have him back here. To do that at home, I know means a lot for him; 
and for this team, to get us going the way he did was huge for us.” 
 
On the chemistry between him and Jackson: 
“That’s just him and I going through the entire offseason together. Just working on our chemistry and 
how we see coverages. We made those plays in those cases and it was good to see.” 
 
On what the team saw on film that led to the two long touchdowns: 
“The coaches did a good job scheming those up. We were able to get [Jackson] into some mismatches. 
They were in some coverages that surprised us a little bit, but we were able to have those answers and 
hit those two home runs.” 
 
On whether Jackson was the first read on the second touchdown: 
“We were on the ball and we made the call based off of the look the defense was giving us. We really 
had either [Eagles WR Nelson Agholor] or DeSean on that one, and it was take your pick. We made the 
play.” 
 
On his first game action since December: 
“First of all, it felt great. It felt great to finally get out there. It was a long offseason with a lot of things 
going on, so to finally be out here in front of our fans, running out of the tunnel, it felt awesome. 
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Obviously, it was a little bit of a slower start than we would have liked as a team, but it was good to see 
our resilience and how we stayed together, do what we do, and finish the ball game on that 19-play 
drive. It was a good day for us.” 
 
On the slow start: 
“It’s just one of those things. It’s hard to say.  We kind of hurt ourselves early. Then we put that drive 
together that came up short on fourth down. Those are just things we have to keep cleaning up and 
working on. Offensively, I didn’t feel like we were that bad, we just hurt ourselves. Those are things we 
can definitely work on.” 
 
On the spark Jackson’s first touchdown gave the team:  
“Our strategy is to just take completions and take what they give us. In that case, they gave us that shot. 
It was a foot race between DeSean and their corner, and DeSean made them pay. It gave the offense, 
the defense, and the stadium that spark. To be able to do that on a third-down play was huge for us.” 
 
On the team’s confidence in third-down situations: 
“Third down and red zone is something we always work on. A lot of teams give up on third-and-long and 
just take a screen. We’re going to just take what is there sometimes, but we’re going to try to push the 
ball down the field when we can and make plays. It was good to see that we were able to do that 
today.” 
 
On how he felt today compared to previous seasons: 
“I mean, I felt great physically and mentally. There was a lot of hard work over these last few weeks on 
game planning, and mentally I just felt really good with our plan. [Eagles Head Coach Doug Pederson] 
did a good job of putting it together. Physically, I was feeling free being able to get rid of the knee brace 
and just go play ball. It’s been a blessing, and I’m thankful for the way that recovery went.” 
 
On halftime adjustments: 
“We always come in at halftime and think about what they’re doing to us. We ask what formations can 
we key in on, and what can we go out and attack. We always want to start fast in the second half. 
Obviously, we were in a hole we didn’t want to be in, and we came back out and put a good one 
together. We always, with coaches and players, try to put together an opening drive for the second half. 
The coaches did a great job there.” 
 
On whether the team mostly stuck to the game plan coming in: 
“It was a little bit of both. We kind of threw it all out there early to see what they were doing, then just 
focus in on where the mismatches are and where our advantages are. We did a lot more of that later in 
the game, and coach did a great job of dialing it up.” 
 
On the success of third downs in the second half: 
“There were a couple of times today we just wanted to get on the ball and see what they were doing 
coverage wise so that we could call it at the line. That’s nice that we were able to communicate as 
effectively as we did and get us in the right calls to pick up some key third downs. It kind of simplifies the 
game for us and lets us go make plays.” 
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On the energy Jackson brought to the team: 
“I love his emotion and his attitude. What he brings to the game, mentally, he’s a fighter. He wanted to 
show it today, and it was good to see the passion that he brings and the entire offense brings.” 
 
On the rollout touchdown to WR Alshon Jeffery in the third quarter: 
“Especially down there, Alshon does such a great job of body control and boxing out guys. He’s being 
strong to the catch. I was rolling out and saw a linebacker on him, so I want to give him that shot every 
time. I believe he’s going to come down with it 99 percent of the time. That’s the kind of player he is, 
especially when we get down into the red zone. To go snatch that ball out of the air, it’s good to see.” 
 
On Eagles RB Darren Sproles: 
“It’s great to have him out there. I love that guy and how hard he works for us. Situationally, from third 
downs, to punts, he’s a leader on this football team. It was great to have him back out there.” 
 
On Jackson’s presence alone creating problems for the defense: 
“That’s the theory and the plan and the hope. With him being out there and the other weapons that we 
have, we’re going to be able to keep teams on their toes. We’re going to study this tape and see what 
we could have done better, but having the element of DeSean to go with Nelson, and Alshon, and our 
tight ends, and our running game, we have some talent and some weapons to take advantage of.” 
 
On being more comfortable in the system: 
“I’ll go back and watch the tape, but I felt like mentally I was playing fast and going through reads. The 
offensive line did a tremendous job. Getting the run game going and them keeping me upright helped us 
execute some drives. I owe a lot of it to those guys.” 
 
 

Eagles RB Miles Sanders   
 
On how it felt playing in his first NFL game: 
“It felt good. Fast, real fast. A little different than preseason. But it was good to be out there and be in 
front of the whole Philly and just balling. I felt really good out there.” 
 
On the Eagles offense having a slow start then picking it up in the second half: 
“I mean it’s the first game of the season. Just getting everybody used to playing with each other. We’ve 
been practicing for a while with each other, but just out there going against a different opponent and 
playing faster, thinking faster, just playing together. We picked it up in the second half. We didn’t really 
get frustrated, but we came back to win.” 
 
On the advice he’s been given from the Eagles veteran running backs during the game: 
“Certain looks that I got I’m just asking for their advice because sometimes I can’t see everything and 
they can see more because they are watching the whole play. Just getting advice and seeing what I did 
on certain plays.” 
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On whether getting that vision on the field comes from gaining more experience: 
“Yeah, absolutely. More reps for me. It’s a long season so it is only up from here.” 
 
On what happened during the plays after he set up the Eagles for a first-and-goal: 
“I mean just good defense. They crashed down the line. There wasn’t really anywhere to go. So that’s 
all.” 
 
On whether Eagles QB Carson Wentz and WR Desean Jackson’s deep ball connection excited the rest 
of the offense: 
“Yeah it looked like back in the day. I mean stuff like that, giving the fans what they want, that’s exciting. 
[Desean Jackson] has been waiting for this moment his whole life so it was good. It felt good. Everybody 
felt good.” 
 
 

Eagles RT Lane Johnson  
 
On Eagles RB Darren Sproles: 
“He’s a big part of our team – a big-time leader. I think he’s the guy that pushes some of the younger 
guys like [Eagles RBs] Miles [Sanders], Jordan [Howard] and just everybody on the team. Big day for him 
and a big day for the offense. [I’m] glad we won even though we got off a little bit rocky.” 
 
On Eagles Head Coach Doug Pederson’s message at halftime: 
“We need to come out and score on the opening drive. That was really it. I think we started gaining 
some momentum towards the end of the first half and in the second half we needed to pick it up and we 
did. I was proud of how we bounced back, but it was a little ugly there in the beginning.” 
 
On staying committed to the running game in the second half: 
“It’s hard to get the run game going when you have [Eagles WR DeSean Jackson] running past 
everybody. That was good to see. It was a little bit of a memory of my rookie year – DeSean going down 
the sideline. But [those were] big-time plays and I think having that and our running game 
complemented that. [We] just have to start off faster. I think, even last year, a lot of our games we 
didn’t really do well in the first half. That’s something we obviously have to be better at.” 
 
On Eagles QB Carson Wentz: 
“It looked like he was playing and wasn’t thinking about anything. That’s really it. There weren’t any 
injuries in the back of his mind. As far as weapons, we have those and if you buy [Wentz] a little time 
he’ll make big-time plays. He had a good day for us.” 
 
 

Eagles TE Zach Ertz 
 
On starting the season with a win: 



 
Philadelphia Eagles vs. Washington Redskins Post-Game Quotes 

 
“It was huge. Obviously it’s been a long time since we’ve played a football game, and to get to go out 
here with a home game and start the year against a divisional opponent, you want to win the football 
game. That’s the goal each and every week that we step on the field. To come in here and face a little 
adversity at the beginning of the game and not start as fast as we would have liked, but to come out of 
here with a win, it’s huge.” 
 
On the offense rebounding after a slow start: 
“We just didn’t panic. A lot of the stuff was self-inflicting, especially early on with the fourth down that 
we didn’t get when we had a ball batted down. I think we were on pace to have a good first drive, but 
then we had a penalty which kind of put us in an unmanageable situation. But overall, it’s a really good 
start to the season. Obviously it was good for our passing game to go out there and do that. I’ll say that 
it kind of fulfilled the expectations of everyone around us. We knew all along the talent that we have on 
this team at the skill positions, so it was good to go out there and unleash it.” 
 
On whether it took some time for the offense to get into a rhythm: 
“I think we only played one quarter of football [in the preseason] so we were excited to come out there 
and execute. Obviously we didn’t execute at the beginning of the game, but we settled down and just let 
the game come to us. That’s what football is all about. You can’t press and you can’t try too hard, 
otherwise you’re not going to be successful. But it is an emotional game. Once everyone settled down, 
we executed well.”’’ 
 
On what goes through his mind during the long passing plays to WR Desean Jackson: 
“Most of the time it’s going to end up being a really successful play for us. Obviously they can’t play 
those coverages again, which is going to be great for the rest of us. But if they’re going to leave [Jackson] 
one-on-one, it’s going to be a long day for the other team.” 
 
On what the addition of Jackson means to the offense: 
“It allows us to be explosive. We haven’t had a guy like that since he left. To know that each and every 
time that you line up as an offense the next play could be a touchdown, it’s huge. The safeties have to 
back up a little bit, so there should be more space in the middle of the field, and that’s huge for the rest 
of us. If they’re going to do that, they just kind of pick their poison.” 
 
On why the team does not panic when it falls behind early: 
“I think it’s a veteran team. We’ve played so much football together, we’ve been through so many 
adverse situations, and we’ve gone through a lot. Playing in this city, you’re kind of just used to it. I feel 
like guys aren’t going to panic, and we didn’t do that. We have a lot of really good players as an offense, 
as a defense, and on special teams. Everyone kind of just stayed true to who we are and I think we knew 
at the end of the game it was going to be a good day for us.” 
 
On the play of the offensive line: 
“I feel like the offensive line did a heck of a job today. Obviously the spotlight is going to be on the skill 
position players, but I don’t even know if [QB] Carson [Wentz] got touched too much today.  If they’re 
rolling like that, it’s going to be tough for us to be stopped. Those five guys in my opinion are the best in 
the league, and we’re going to go as an offense as they go. They put a lot of pride in what they do as an 
offensive line, and for those five guys it was a really dominant performance today.” 
 
 

Eagles WR DeSean Jackson 
 
On the ovation he received at the beginning of the game: 
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“It was very exciting and a lot of emotion. The past 48 hours have been racing for me. Trying to keep my 
calm, my jitters, and anxieties has been a roller coaster for me the past 48 hours. I am happy that it is 
over with the first game, coming back to Philly, and all the emotions I had going into the game. I couldn’t 
have predicted for it to be any other way. We came out and started off slow and struggled, but not one 
moment in that game I didn’t think we were going to come out and win that game. I kept stressing to 
the boys when we came in the locker room that I have been over there before in that locker room and I 
know how they are. I just stressed to my teammates that I felt that at halftime, they probably thought 
they had the game sealed and won. I just said we were going to go out there and it is just going to take 
one play and play a one-play mentality. We came out and we scored and had a lot of momentum the 
rest of the game.” 
 
On whether he thought he was going to be that active in the game: 
“Obviously, going into the game, we had a great gameplan all week with [Head Coach] Doug [Pederson] 
and [Offensive Coordinator Mike] Groh. We had a good 10-12 days of just preparing for this Redskins 
team. It was a lot of great things in the playbook for me this week. You never really know how that is 
going to pan out when the game comes so I just stayed calm and collected anytime my number was 
called and just make the most of my opportunities.” 
 
On his emotions before the game: 
“At the start of the game it went down. Literally last night going to sleep and yesterday in meetings, the 
emotions were just racing. I couldn’t stay calm. I was over excited like a kid before Christmas. I know the 
reunion of me coming back and what I mean to this city and what the city means to me in the green 
colors, and just being a part of this organization and family is just something special for me. I couldn’t 
think of it being any other way. Before the game, I was pretty calm and collected, but then I had the 
penalty and I got that out of the way and I was good. My teammates said chill out, but no I just had to 
get that out.” 

 
On what calmed his emotions down: 
“Just knowing that once I got that penalty. Within the game, so many things happened, very competitive 
nature of the game. I don’t think people really know what goes on with the ins and outs about going 
against other professional athletes. There is just so much that goes on between those white lines. I 
caught a play on [Redskins CB Quinton] Dunbar, which is like a young brother to me. I have seen him 
come up in the system over the years and he came in playing wide receiver and I was playing [defensive 
back]. I just knew that matchup was big for him and I just talked some mess after I caught the first pass 
and he came back and kind of hit me and I just lost it a little bit. It happens and it is part of the game.” 

 
On his halftime speech: 
“The message honestly was that it was just going to take one play. Being down 17-0 is one of those 
things where you kind of have to get going. If one more score puts you down 24, not going to say 
impossible, but it is almost impossible. We just knew that coming into the locker room that it is just a 
mentality thing. My past five-six years being gone is what I miss, that being part of a team and 
organization that is just known for winning. Regardless of the score and how many points you are down, 
there is always a chance you can win the game. Being in that locker room, I just know how they are, not 
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saying anything bad about them, that is just how they are. Anybody going into halftime up 17 points will 
think they have the game won. Just the mentality that you have to keep going out there and fighting.” 
 
On his thoughts after the first touchdown: 
“Actually, I wasn’t the intended receiver on that play. It was a clear route but Carson [Wentz] said stay 
alert. That play was actually intended for Alshon [Jeffery] on the deep cross route but the way they 
played their coverage was like in and out. [CB] Josh Norman was outside and I was inside the slot and he 
was supposed to be guarding Alshon, but when I went, he took me. The safety cut down on the route 
and he threw the ball and I just ran at it. Great feeling.” 
 
On his thoughts on QB Carson Wentz without playing in the preseason: 
“I thought he had a great game. Once again, this is his show and he is driving the car. It is good to have a 
quarterback that has the confidence at any given time he can come to the line of scrimmage and call 
whatever he wants because of the play style we have and the players we have in our huddle and our 
locker room. We are just very confident that we can get it done no matter who it is. I was just telling 
Nelson [Agholor], he was a little down, but I am like maybe next game might be your game. It is 
impossible to have big games all the time so there may be games they may take you out. You have to be 
ready for when it is your time and your number called and make the most out of it.” 
 
On whether he was surprised on why he was open on the second touchdown: 
“I am not really sure. They play a zone defense and it is different because I was in the slot and not the 
outside receiver. So when I was in the slot, you have a nickel corner on me and then you have a safety 
that tries to cut different crossing routes and just has eyes in the backfield. We knew all week, once they 
get into this coverage and we see them giving their signal, Carson [Wentz] had the opportunity to check 
me a couple times on a certain route and we just got it and they gave us the courage we needed.” 
 
On why he plays so well versus teams he played for in the past: 
“It is just how I am built. I am here for the long haul. A lot of people sleep on me regardless of what the 
case may be, even the respect that I deserve. I just keep that on my shoulder every time I go out on the 
field and play. I play at a high level. As far as playing against old teams that I used to play for, I feel like 
shoot, they had the opportunity to keep me and they didn’t keep me, so anytime I play them, I am going 
to make a play.” 
 
 

Eagles WR Alshon Jeffery 
 
On whether nerves played a role in the team’s play during the first half: 
“I think it’s just that we didn’t execute. But I never panic, because it’s the game of football. I believe in 
each and every one of our guys in our locker room and our coaching staff, so I knew it was only a matter 
of time before we got things rolling.” 
 
On what Eagles Head Coach Doug Peterson said during halftime:  
“Just stay together, we’re going to go out there and make plays and have fun.” 
 
On what his thoughts were during WR DeSean Jackson’s first touchdown: 
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“It’s something that we practice every day. I know what DeSean is capable of doing, I know what [QB] 
Carson [Wentz] is capable of doing. If DeSean gets behind any defense, it’s a wrap.” 
 
On how DeSean Jackson’s speed benefits the offense: 
“It’s huge to have DeSean out there. Him and [WR] Nelson [Agholor], they both can take the top off of 
the defense but today was just DeSean’s day. He was doing something special, I think it was the first 
time in about 40 years that someone scored two touchdowns over 50 yards. Congrats to DeSean, 
congrats to our offensive line, and our team.” 
 
On whether he thinks this is as good of a game QB Carson Wentz has had in the past couple of years: 
“I think it was just preparation in practice. Just communicating, being focused, and being locked in.” 
 
On what it’s like for both he and Carson to start the season healthy: 
“It’s great man, I felt awesome. I felt good to be out there. I was excited and the fans brought it today.” 
 
On how it felt seeing RB Darren Sproles out on the field getting the amount of carries that he did: 
“Sproles, well, we call him ‘Unc.’ Unc is always having fun, he’s always flying around, and he has a lot of 
energy. He’s always doing everything at full speed.” 
 
 

Eagles DT Fletcher Cox 
 
On whether he had any limitations coming off of offseason foot surgery: 
“It’s just how you trust it. I think I just have to let it go. During practice and live stuff, I just let it go. I 
have to trust myself and trust the surgeons and medical staff to know that I can’t reinjure myself. I just 
let it go and have fun.” 
 
On the Eagles’ slow start in the first half: 
“The game is 60 minutes. I think we started kind of flat but then we got a wake-up call when we were 
down 17-0. We knew what we had to do to get out there and stop the football, have fun and play 
physical. If we won the game, then that’s the most important thing.” 
 
On the defense’s turnaround in the second half: 
“I think that nobody panicked. Nobody got out of character and everybody knows what this defense is 
capable of doing and we just went out and proved it. No matter what happened, we know that things 
happen in football games and [we had to] come out in the second half and settle down and play our 
style of ball.” 
 
On the positive demeanor in the locker room: 
“We have a veteran group. [When you] have a bunch of guys and you trust everybody – this group has 
been together for a long time – and we know that things happen in football games. Not every game will 
things go our way - in the first half it didn’t. We came in, regrouped, and made our mind up that we’re 
here to play football.” 
 
On whether a slow start was expected given the limited playing time for the starters in the preseason: 
“No, it wasn’t the start we were expecting. But at the end of the day, I think the most important stat 
about us is that we won the game. We came out flat and it showed. But we turned things around, got 
the fans back in the game – they were loud. [The Redskins] started getting pre-snap penalties and false 
starts. We knew at that point right there we were going to turn it around.” 
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On the environment of the home-opener: 
“I was just ready to roll. I think guys were over-excited But at the same time, I think guys kind of realized 
that we get paid to do this. Let’s calm down and let’s play our style of football.” 
 
On Eagles WR DeSean Jackson’s return to Philadelphia: 
“I get to see it in practice all the time. It was crazy to see him out there making plays and just being ‘D-
Jac.’” 
 
On Eagles DT Tim Jernigan’s second-quarter sack: 
“I bet it was a sigh of relief for him to come out and get a sack and do what he did right before the half. 
It was a big play for our defense to back [the Redskins] up. I was excited to see everybody play today. 
Really excited.” 
 
 

Eagles DE Brandon Graham 
 
On whether the lack of preseason reps contributed to the Eagles’ slow start today: 
“I’m not going to stay that. I’m just going to say that with any team it takes being together and doing 
things together. This was our first actual game action with everybody starting out there and I mean 
yeah, we didn’t start fast, but we finished stronger and I loved that. I think we can always build off that. I 
know I made some mistakes and that we all have our fair share of mistakes, but one thing – we didn’t 
waiver. When things were 17-0, fans booing and all this stuff. We weren’t on the sidelines going off. We 
were just saying, ‘Look, [in the second half] we’re going to play our best ball.’ We just went out in the 
second half, did our job, and we came out with the win.”      
 
On making adjustments to put more pressure on the quarterback: 
“In the beginning they were doing a good job tipping us, just moving the pocket, sliding around and 
doing stuff that we kind of knew they were going to do. But they did a good job. The first half they came 
out firing and took advantage of our mistakes. Like you said, if you don’t hit the quarterback, they’re 
going to pick you apart. I think in the second half we turned it up a little bit. As a [defensive line] we took 
on that challenge. Even though we didn’t get as many sacks, we were just trying to be disruptive and I 
think we have some stuff we can build on.”   
 
On what it was like seeing Eagles WR DeSean Jackson back: 
“You know, it was nice. When I saw that ball go up in the air, I knew it was [a touchdown]. I didn’t even 
have to look. I was just happy that they got the connection down. There’s going to be more to come and 
we just have to make sure that we don’t take anything lightly. No games lightly – I don’t care how 
favored we are and all this stuff – we have to go prove it every week. And every week we just have to 
make sure we keep our leaders and keep the team in check on [that]. There are no free wins. There are 
no easy wins. We have to go out there and we have to work. We had to start from the ground up, but 
we made it and we got it.” 
 
 

Eagles DT Malik Jackson 
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On how he thought the game went, considering the Eagles’ slow start: 
“I thought the game went well. Like you said, we started off a little slow, but we got our bearings and 
went out there and did what we were supposed to do. So it’s a great team win today.”  
 
On how natural he felt out there with new guys on the line and limited snaps in the preseason: 
“I mean it was natural. At the end of the day, I’ve had a great look with [Eagles DT] Timmy Jernigan in 
there and [Eagles DT] Hassan Ridgeway. So have to make sure those two guys – they are a little bit like 
[Eagles DT] Fletcher [Cox] each in their own way. I was able to do my thing and [Cox] just came in there 
and fit in nicely. So I don’t think there was any hesitation or trying to get things going with them.”  
 
On the extent of his injury after being carted off the field: 
“Just a little injury. Football. We’ll see what the doctors say.” 
 
 

Eagles S Malcolm Jenkins 
 
On his mentality during the deficit and the difference in the second half: 
“The biggest thing is just stopping the bleeding. Especially defensively, keeping the game there until our 
offense can claw back into the game. On defense, we couldn’t really generate the negative plays that we 
wanted. In the second half we started out with those and then all of a sudden, the momentum changes. 
For us, it’s just about limiting those big mistakes, starting faster, and allowing our offense some time to 
get in the game.” 
 
On the slow start: 
“We all want to start fast but the reality is, if you have a slow start, which you sometimes will, how do 
you respond to it and how comfortable are you in starting slow? I think this is a confident bunch and at 
no point in time do we feel that we are out of it. It’s just one play at a time and just claw back into it.” 
 
On Eagles WR DeSean Jackson and the momentum shift: 
“That obviously makes it a lot easier to claw back into a game, when we have a guy who can run through 
the defense and put up some points. Obviously, that was a big momentum shifter for us. I really think 
the game changed when we were able to run the ball down the field and open things up. We have a lot 
of weapons on offense at our disposable. On defense, we need to make sure we keep it within striking 
distance and allow them the time and freedom to work.” 
 
 

Redskins Head Coach Jay Gruden 
  
Opening remarks: 
“The only injury of note is [Redskins DT] Jonathan Allen has a knee sprain. He’ll be week to week. We’ll 
take a look at him there.” 
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On whether Jonathan Allen was able to potentially return to the game: 
“No. He was out there walking around pretty good. We thought the risk was a little bit too great right 
now with it being a fresh injury.” 
 
On what he attributed the Eagles comeback to and the lack of getting the offense going in the second 
half: 
“We never had the ball. They held the ball. You kick off to them and they go down and score a 
touchdown and hold the ball for eight or nine minutes. We get the ball and we have a run and then 
another pounding. We get third down-and-long. We try a screen pass and we have to punt and then we 
don’t get the ball again for another seven or eight minutes and we have another penalty that takes off 
another drive. The penalties in the second half killed three drives in a row and we finally got the ball at 
the two-minute drill but it’s too late then. We can help the defense out for sure by avoiding those 
penalties and staying on track with our play calling, but the defense can help us out by getting off the 
field and maybe creating a turnover sometimes. It’s a total team loss. I think [P] Tress Way punted well. I 
think our special teams played pretty good. I think there’s a lot to like about the offensive performance 
with [Redskins QB] Case Keenum and the young receivers. Even [Redskins RB] Derrius Guice in 
protection in the passing game I thought did some good things. But defensively, we have too good of 
personnel to play like that.” 
 
On what changed in the running game from their success early on to it getting away from it later in 
the game: 
“This is a team that loads up the box. We thought we had planted shots which we did and we converted 
on. We had 20 points in the first half and some good drives. We tried some runs that didn’t work, a 
couple traps, a couple toss and cracks, things of that nature. They ran down or we got a holding call of 
course. Some RPOs we chose to throw it sometimes rather than hand it off, but we also tried a couple 
others that didn’t work out very well, but this is a heck of a defense they have. I thought our attack was 
sound. We just had three or four penalties that took us off some critical drives.”  
 
On the depth on defensive line and how much it hurt not to have Jonathan Allen there: 
“Yeah it hurt. We only had five guys up and that made it four obviously with Jonathan. One of them was 
[Redskins DT] Caleb [Brantley] who hadn’t played a whole lot because of a foot injury so I think they’re a 
little winded. Still, it’s no excuse whatsoever.”  
 
On what caused the defense’s miscommunication in the second half that led Eagles WR DeSean 
Jackson to score: 
“One of them was a miscommunication for sure and the other one was a great throw and DeSean is 
DeSean and he’s going to make some plays, but we should have been there in better position. You never 
blow a coverage when number 10 is on the field on the other team. If you’re going to blow it you’re 
going to air on the side of covering him. That’s inexcusable on our part as coaches.”  
 
On what went into the decision to keep RB Adrian Peterson down and whether there’s a place for him 
on the team if he’s not on the active roster:  
“There is for sure. That was a tough deal for him I’m sure, and for me as well, and for this football team. 
He’s a good football player still without a doubt. But on game day, we’re punting to [Eagles RB] Darren 
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Sproles about five or six times. We need as many guys in cover. We had a punt block and two returns on 
us in the preseason so we had to get the extra linebacker up for special teams, and obviously [Redskins 
RB Wendell] Smallwood. It had to be done. If I can have the luxury of dressing four running backs or 
three some other time if I have enough special team guys then I’ll do that.” 
 
On what was key to Redskins QB Case Keenum’s successful first half that can be carried over into the 
rest of the games this season: 
“I thought he was efficient with the ball. He made some good decisions, some good, pure progression 
reads. He threw the ball accurately. He took a couple shots and they weren’t there. He checked it down 
to Derrius Guice a couple times which was great to see surrounded by the pocket. I thought he played 
an excellent game for his first time in a Redskins jersey with all the stuff he’s had thrown at him with the 
new receivers he’s had to work with, [Redskins TE] Jordan Reed not in the lineup, a new offensive line 
on the left side. I thought he played extremely well. I thought the entire offense showed a lot of 
promise. We can do a lot better. We’re just scratching the surface right now.”  
 
On whether Peterson will be week to week: 
“I think it’ll be week to week. We’ll have to wait and see numbers wise really. He’s a first/second down 
back, and so is Derrius. Really where we have about 20 first downs a game and probably eight of those 
are passes and 12 of those might be runs – and Derrius can handle those 12, so if we have a game where 
we think we can run the ball 55 times in a game in eye formation then sure I’ll get him up.” 
 
On problems in second half last year and his hope that he can correct them this year: 
“It’s eerie. The second half was eerie of our performance late in the game defensively and offensively. I 
have to count on the coaches doing a better job and the players doing a better job, period. I think we 
have the talent here to do it. I think our guys will come back hungry with the [Dallas] Cowboys coming to 
town next week obviously. I don’t think there’s any question about their desire to want to win and want 
to get better so that’s why I think we’ll turn it around quickly 
 
On his frustration in watching the defense play well in the first half and then poorly in the second half: 
“I think you have to credit them a little bit too. [Eagles QB Carson] Wentz made some great throws and 
some great plays outside the pocket. Credit to him. He’s coming off injury and still has a lot of mobility. 
He had four or five plays in the game where he converted on his own just buying time, buying time, 
buying time. We have to do a better job on the rush lanes and getting off blocks and getting to him. 
Obviously, there’s a lot we can do to correct ourselves but at some point you have to credit them for 
their players as well.” 
 
On how they will create more pressure on future QBs this season:  
“We can rush better. Even if you rush three, they can rush better. Four men rush has to rush better. If 
you want to blitz, you can blitz, but you better cover your [butt]. Pick plays and all that stuff. Change up 
our plan a little bit and be more aggressive, but at the end of the day, great defenses rush four or five 
guys. We’ve got to be able to do that.” 
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Redskins QB Case Keenum 

 
On first half changes into the second half: 
“I think we made some mistakes, shot ourselves in the foot. We had a couple of penalties. Against this 
defense, just how tough they are, you can’t go backwards. A few plays that I want back, I think we had 
some guys running open on a few of those series that I want to go back and look, I need to make sure 
but whatever it was, we can’t put that pressure on our defense. They are a good football team. They 
have some extremely scary weapons. They are going to hit shots, they are going to score points and we 
can’t put that type of pressure on our defense. When they are starting to get momentum going, we 
have to put together a drive and squash it. Even if it’s five or six plays, and flip the field and give them a 
longer field to drive. I think all those were three-and-outs, and that gives them a short field. They are 
starting on the 40, 50, 35 and the chances of them scoring, just statistically speaking, go way up when 
they start on the short field. So we are putting a lot of pressure on our defense there and we have to 
play better complimentary football.” 
 
On the Eagles stacking the box:  
“It’s tough. I mean they are a great defense. This is a great front and we knew that coming in. I thought 
our offensive line did a great job handling it. The way the game played out we were able to move the 
ball through the air. Looking at sacks, I think there was maybe only one and I think it was on me. I need 
to get that ball out. I thought the offensive line did a great job tonight. The way it presented itself, being 
able to protect me, protect the passer and give us time to get those guys down the field.” 
 
On the uncertainty of the offense and taking both the positives and negatives: 
“Yeah, I think you learn from both sides of it. Alluding to what I said about the second half, and third 
quarter especially, we take those types of situations as learning situations. When the momentum is 
starting to flip we have to make sure we really focus and do our job and focus on the details of doing our 
job. And taking the positives as well, what we did well. We were able to move the ball, convert on some 
big third downs in the first half and go score touchdowns. Convert our shots to big plays and then drive 
down, matriculate it down when we needed to. So I think there is a lot to learn, I’m excited to go watch 
the film.” 
 
On the deep ball to WR Terry McLaurin and what happened there: 
“I’d like it back. I mean it was a great play call, a great play design. We got him kind of mixed up, their 
coverage. [WR] Terry [McLaurin] ran a great route. He kind of wanted to go over the top before going 
underneath. I just let it go probably a hare too soon. It was close. I haven’t seen it on film. My view, it 
looked pretty close. But yeah I want that one back.” 
 
On running the ball and looks he was getting from the Eagles defense:  
“It’s tough, like I said. [Number] 27, [Eagles S Malcolm] Jenkins, those guys, [the] safeties coming down 
hard. The [Eagles] front; they’re a tough front to run against and we knew that coming in. I thought that 
he [Redskins RB Derrius Guice] did a great job of making plays when there wasn’t much there at times, 
too. Sometimes those one or two yard runs that aren’t necessarily negative runs are good, but I thought 
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Guice played a great game, and was in the right spot. I was able to check it down to him a lot and make 
some guys miss. [Redskins RB] Chris [Thompson] played well, too.” 
 
On his thoughts on WR Terry McLaurin and 69-yard touchdown the two of them connected on: 
“He’s made plays like that all camp. To see him running down the field, streaking down the field open 
like that – those are plays you dream about as a quarterback. I’m looking forward to his progression. I 
think games like that are priceless for young guys like him and [Redskins WR] Trey [Quinn] [and] some of 
those other guys, [Redskins WR] Steven Sims, [Redskins WR Kelvin] Harmon. I thought [Redskins WR] 
Paul [Richardson Jr.] did a great job today. We just have to keep going overall as an offense and keep 
pushing forward.” 
 
On how he felt with his first start with the Redskins aside from the results: 
“It’s so hard for me to say results aside. This is a win-league business. It’s about winning, so we are 
disappointed with that. There are some positives and stuff that we are going to learn from the film, but 
we have to win. Up 17-0 – we have to win, especially division games. You can make excuses about being 
on the road, being first time in this offense, all of those certain things. We want to win, and that’s hands 
down what it’s about.” 
 
On the Eagles making a comeback and what he could have done differently: 
“I have to go back and look. There’s definitely plays I want back. Hitting the post to Terry is one of them. 
Making sure there’s a few third downs, like I said, I think I missed one of the third and longs – we had a 
guy open. Just from the pictures it’s hard to tell, but I think the play before that they did a good job 
disguising a few coverages, and we may have had a guy open. I need to go watch the film and see. But 
just trust in myself and my reads and taking what the defense gives me, so I think that’s part of it.” 
 
 

Redskins RB Derrius Guice 
 
On the difference between the first half and the second half: 
“They got the ball first and they had the momentum. We had three-and-outs. We had the defense on 
the field for a long time. So it’s just all a matter of them getting off the field and us staying on the field.” 
 
On the support he received from Redskins RB Adrian Peterson: 
“We’ve been talking all week about it and the possibility of him playing or not playing. So he’s been a 
great help. He’s been very helpful. He’s been with all of us the whole week; in meetings with us, practice 
with us, and as all of you saw, here with us the whole time. He’s been out here the whole time telling us 
what we need to correct and what we can do better. He’s just a great leader to have for sure.” 
 
 

Redskins LT Donald Penn 
 
On the second half and what he can take away from the game: 
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“Not executing. I don’t think we had any penalties in the first half. I had a couple holding calls in the 
second half that I’m not too happy with. We kind of beat ourselves. Especially on the road, you have to 
play penalty free and you have to make plays. We kind of hurt ourselves. We had that one long pass; I 
wish we would have had. It was so close. But, what we did today -- the future is bright. I am pretty 
excited about it and I can take that away from today.” 
 
 

Redskins TE Vernon Davis 
 
On his show of emotion after scoring touchdown: 
“It was an emotional day, I just lost my grandfather. I spent the first 18 years of my life with him. He was 
just very inspirational in my life. So, the last 24 hours has been ups and downs but I was able to come 
through and those emotions came from the simple fact that I was able to come out and help my team 
and contribute. A lot of people were asking if I was going to be able to play today. To actually come in 
and be able to play despite everything that was going on has been great to be a part of.” 
 
On the difference offensively between the first half and the second half: 
“I think in the first half we came out and we were really explosive. We did everything we planned to do. 
Then the second half, we were not quite there and the synergy was probably missing a bit. It is no one’s 
fault, it just happens that way sometimes. But we have to do a better job with being able to stay 
consistent when it comes to playing this game. Because you know how it is, you can be up and then you 
come back out and play against a good team like the Philadelphia Eagles and then all of a sudden it can 
be all over for you.” 
 
On the multitude of penalties: 
“With everything that happened, we definitely have to put that on ourselves and take the onus on it 
because we control the narrative. If we are able to go out and execute and stay focus and do everything 
we are supposed to do then we will be favored. But today, we could not capitalize on that. So we have 
to get back in to the lab, put it all together and learn from our mistakes.” 
 
 

Redskins CB Josh Norman 
 
On what he saw defensively: 
“I saw a game. I played a solid game, real solid game. We forced some plays, some three-and-outs early 
on. We played solid defense, fine football, and as the game went on we started to damage 
communication. I feel like we weren’t all in sync. We weren’t all together like we were the first couple of 
drives and the first half in general. Missed communication comes back and bites you in the butt every 
time. We just kept finding those plays where they are to be made and they were, just bad positioning at 
times.” 
 
On how frustrating it is to watch the Eagles playmakers: 
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“Very frustrating, very frustrating because we had everything all locked down. We locked it up in and 
out. It sucks when you get miscommunication plays and then just blow cover. Just down the middle or 
on the outside. Just not called for. We gave them two deep balls. It was nothing to the other opponent 
more so than what we did and that was just self-inflicted. It just sucks because you take those points off 
the board and we are talking about another game. It was sweet early on, but as the game went on it just 
really came back to bite us in the butt. We had some promise. There’s a lot of promise in what we did 
today. Just clean up those plays and we will be where we need to be.” 
 
On not being able to get off the field on third downs: 
“I’m tired. I’m tired right now even just talking to you. Playing straight man. I think I’m going to have 
nightmares looking at [Redskins CB] Jimmy Moreland just pointing at me like a gunshot because we 
were in coverage for so long. But at times what they need from us as a defensive coaching staff is we are 
going to go out and we are going to put on our best hat. If they call one the whole game that’s just what 
we got to do. It’s unexpected, but it’s just what we got to do. We have to make a play somehow, some 
way to get our offense the football back. We just didn’t have that many opportunities and once we did 
that miscommunication will kill you every time.” 
 
On how missing Redskins DL Jonathan Allen for most of the game affected the defense: 
“It affected us. They took our five bulls. They took our bulls off the field. And in that personnel when 
they started going 11 and 12 it just took our bulls off the field. When you don’t have that surge up-front, 
I mean that’s just fact there. Doing things normally we talked about. They ended up tricking and it just 
came back and bit us in the butt. But that’s the thing about it. It’s the first game so we are going to learn 
from it and we are going to get it corrected. It’s a good thing that it did happen early so we can get that 
corrected. Because when we get out like that you have to put guys away. You have to shut the door.” 
 
 

Redskins S Landon Collins 
 
On whether Redskins DL Jonathan Allen’s injury hurt their defensive momentum in the second half: 
“If he goes down it’s always the next person up. You have to expect the unexpected. When that happens 
the next person has to be able to play. You know your assignment and what you’re supposed to be 
doing. We go from here and just learn from our mistakes.”  
 
On not being able to get off the field on third downs: 
“I think a few of them was just not tackling. One was just we misjudged the ball. If we got off the field it 
could have changed the outcome of the game.” 


