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(On DT Michael Brockers showing up on the injury report yesterday) 
“I think so. We’ll limit him in practice, but we will be smart. He’s a veteran player, he was able to take part 
in the walk-thru. If we do have to limit him physically, that’s something that we’re okay with, just because of 
his understanding and his ability. He’s one of the rare guys that you do feel like, ‘All right, if you want to be 
smart and have him physically as healthy as possible for Sunday, take a little bit of that load off of him and 
his ability to get the above-the-neck reps, will be okay for us.” 
 
(On what Brockers has meant to him since he’s been with the Rams) 
“He’s meant a lot. You guys know, he’s got a great personality, he’s a charismatic player, he’s a charismatic 
person that you can’t help but be in a good mood when you’re around him. I think that energy that he brings 
every single day – he’s got a contagious laugh – but, he’s a great football player. I think he’s really played 
well in both phases – defending the run, rushing the passer – very conscientious with the way that he goes 
about his work. He’s got great-gameday demeanor too, just his command, his leadership abilities. I think 
he’s really taken a great step in the right direction as one of the key leaders on this football team. I think 
he’s really done a nice job taking to some of the things that (Defensive Line) Coach (Eric) Henderson has 
brought in, in addition to (Assistant Defensive Line/Defensive Quality Control) Coach (Thad) Bogardus. 
Really, he’s taken a lot of steps in the right direction. A lot of positives from Mike (Brockers).” 
 
(On Defensive Coordinator Wade Phillips comments on not having conversations with the Rams 
about his future and what his position is going forward) 
“When those things come out, (Defensive Coordinator) Wade (Phillips) and I discuss those things so that 
we make sure there is a clear understanding of what goes on and we keep those things behind closed 
doors. Like anything else, after the season, it will be good for us to all take a step back. Our focus right now 
is on, let’s see if we can play a really good game against a tough opponent, finish off this season – cap it 
off the right way. Like anything else, we’ll take some time to be able to really reflect back on the year, look 
at what some of the things that we need to do as we are moving forward. Part of that, is talking to each one 
of the staff members, talking to your players, and then being able to have a direction as we progress in to 
the next season.” 
 
(On what it’s been like working with Phillips until this point) 
“He’s been great. Even from the very first time that we started working together. His experience that he’s 
had, to be able to draw on. I think our personalities, it’s a good balance – in terms of some of the things 
where you see just how even-keeled he is, has helped. Like I’ve mentioned in a lot of different ways, he’s 
always had a great perspective just based on his experience – whether it be as a head coach or as a 
coordinator, but It’s never pushed on you. He’s always willing to share and has a way that he thinks is the 
best way to be able to do it, but I’ve never felt like any of that was pushed on you. Guys love him, he’s got 
just a consistency that you can’t help but appreciate.” 
 
(On what the team’s vibe has been like coming back from the holiday and going into the last few 
days of practice) 
“I think it was good for them to get away, enjoy their families and be away for that time. Whether it was 
Christmas Eve or even today, they’ve got a good demeanor. We’ve got the right kind of guys in here and 



we’ve got an opportunity to try to finish off this thing the right way and that’s what we’re focused on. We’re 
going to enjoy these days and we’re going to maximize the opportunity that we do have and see if we can 
finish it off right.” 
 
(On going into the final game at the Coliseum and if there is one game there that stands out to him 
or that was his favorite) 
“I would have to say the one that stands out was probably the Cowboys game because it represented a 
chance to advance in the playoffs and get to a conference championship. That was our first win in the 
playoffs since we’ve all been here. That atmosphere, that environment, but there’s a bunch of special times. 
That was a special night when we played Kansas City for all the other things outside of football that 
represented things that are a lot bigger than the game and what that kind of offered in terms of a reprieve 
for the community. Those are some games that definitely stand out.” 
 
(On what his thoughts about the Coliseum were before he came to Los Angeles and if he had an 
appreciation for its history) 
“I knew just the history of the venue and all the different great things that had taken place there. But, 
probably couldn’t appreciate it fully until you get there and get an opportunity to compete there. Then you 
even start to even get educated on all the things that have occurred. It’s been a special place, there’s been 
a lot of good memories there. We’ll see if we can have our last one as a positive one.” 
 
(On anything particular he wants to see from QB Jared Goff going into the final game of the season) 
“I think you just want to play at a high level. Do a great job distributing the football, making good decisions, 
playing within the timing and rhythm of all the plays. All the things that get monotonous, but it’s so difficult 
to consistently do it snap in and snap out when you’re playing the quarterback position. I think you want to 
cap off the year with a good clean performance and see everybody do a great job around him. I think we 
want to just see our team cap it off the right way and play clean in all three phases. There’s been some 
instances where we’ve done that, and we’ll see if we can put it all together this last game.” 
 
(On the final game serving as an evaluation opportunity for some of the younger players) 
“Every game is a good evaluation tool. Those reps are invaluable for the players to be able to accumulate 
experience. Each week’s a new week, but those opportunities and, really, those games are so precious 
you’re only guaranteed those 16. We’re going to do the best we can to try to compete to the best of our 
ability. It is always an evaluation tool really for all of us to try to see how we do and to really be able to 
measure yourself and make sure that you’re getting better. Learning from previous mistakes and then that’ll 
be something that we’ll heavily use as we’re going into the offseason.” 
 
(On if he is conscious of going into a game like this of player performance incentives, and if so, if 
he makes an effort to help them reach those) 
“I would say this, I think it’s important to at least have an idea while still understanding that it’s about the 
team. The main thing that I was exposed to, really going back a couple years ago, was when we were 
fortunate to be in a position where we rested guys and how that affected some of the possible incentives 
and what can you do to try and make it right? Because you don’t want to punish guys by doing what’s best 
for the team if you’re resting them. This is a little bit different scenario. I think we’re going to do what we 
can to try and win the football game and if there are some things that are brought to your attention – if 
there’s specific escalators or things like that, I don’t know about those. But where it did become really 
important was when you might rest guys and they might be punished or penalized for that and those are 
things you want to try to avoid.” 

 

 

 


