
 
 

Rams Defensive Coordinator Wade Phillips – Media Availability – Dec. 18, 2019 
 

(Opening Remarks) 
“Obviously, the 49ers have a really strong offense. But, we’re getting prepared, we’re getting ready to win 
this game. We’re looking forward to it. We’re unhappy with how we played last game, but that one’s over. 
We’re going to the next one and the next one, we’ve got to play better. That’s our mindset.” 
 
(On the cause for the defense lacking consistency this season) 
“We’ve been inconsistent overall. We’ve had a couple clunkers and if I knew the reason, we wouldn’t do it. 
But, we have fought back every time. I think the attitude of our team – our defense and our whole group – 
we’re fighters and we’re going to fight back.” 
 
(On if there is a specific explanation for the lack of consistency) 
“Like I said, if I knew, I’d change it – or I’d change something going into it. We practiced well, we thought 
we were going to play well, and we didn’t. We thought we were going to coach well, and we didn’t. I’ve been 
in it a long time. We’ve won nine games and been in the playoffs, we won 10 games and been in the 
playoffs. The playoff thing isn’t the important thing is going out there and trying to win every game. That’s 
what we’re going to try to do. Those things will happen for you, or they won’t – whether you deserve it or 
not, I don’t know. We won nine (games) in Atlanta and went into Green Bay and beat them – the first time 
they ever lost in the playoffs. It’s a fight every game. We’re in a tough, tough division. Two teams really 
stepped up in our division this year and we’ve got a chance to beat one of them that we lost to the first 
time.” 
 
(On how the addition of WR Emmanuel Sanders improves San Francisco’s offense) 
“I’m very familiar with (49ers WR) Emmanuel Sanders. He’s obviously a really good receiver. His know-
how, he’s savvy, he recognizes coverages real well, he knows where the weaknesses are, he knows where 
to run to, he’s tremendous on bump-and-run throws, over the outside shoulder and then throw-behind 
passes – he’s adept at most things. He helped me get a (Super Bowl) ring, so I’m a fan of his as far as 
that’s concerned, but not this week.”  
 
(On the challenges that come with covering Sanders and 49ers TE George Kittle) 
“(49ers TE George) Kittle we know – he caught 13 passes last week and he’s a top-flight tight end. It always 
helps your offense to have a guy like that, that can get open from the inside.” 
 
(On what the defense can improve after Week 15’s game against Dallas) 
“Again, I don’t want to really go back to Dallas. But, we need to play the run better. Their three wide receivers 
caught one pass each. Especially against the second running back (Cowboys RB Tony Pollard) – he’s the 
guy that made the big plays for them. You knew (Cowboys RB) Ezekiel Elliott was going to make some 
plays. If you give it to him enough, he’s going to make 100 yards. The other guy (Pollard) made more yards 
than he did and didn’t run it very much. And, we missed too many tackles. Like I said, that one’s gone – 
we’ve got to go to the next one.” 
 

 



(On if that is a concern going against the 49ers, who run the ball)  
“Yeah, they run the ball well too. But, Seattle ran the ball well that we beat before that. We’ve got to meet 
the challenge.” 
  
(On where LB Cory Littleton ranks in terms of inside linebackers he has coached recently and if he 
thinks he gets the respect he deserves and people being surprised he was not chosen for the Pro 
Bowl) 
“(LB) Cory (Littleton) certainly makes the plays to be deserving of accolades, certainly. He’s the leading 
tackler on our team, and has been, and has over 100-and-something tackles every year. The other thing 
he does is he covers well, he gets interceptions, he causes fumbles. I’m not sure what they’re looking for, 
overall. Not to say the guys that made it in front of him aren’t really good players, too. Sometimes you get 
caught in that situation.” 
  
(On if he has any sense whether CB Troy Hill will play or not and what he thinks of CB Darious 
Williams taking his place) 
“If he (CB Troy Hill) doesn’t play, (CB) Darious (Williams) will play, yes. I don’t think we know yet. We 
haven’t made a determination yet. We’ve still got some more practices to go to see where we are.” 
  
(On what Williams brings to the cornerback position) 
“I thought Darious played, actually, pretty well. He had one ‘PI’ (Pass Interference) penalty that I can’t say 
anything about. He made an interception that didn’t count. Like I said, (Cowboys WR Michael) Gallup, he 
played him most of the game and he had one catch for 6 yards. I thought he did a pretty good job.” 
  
(On him having DT Aaron Donald and CB Jalen Ramsey chosen for the Pro Bowl and if that is a fair 
reflection of how well his defense is playing and who is playing well) 
“I mean, clearly in exception to Cory, certainly. Those two guys (DT Aaron Donald and CB Jalen Ramsey) 
are dominant players and deserve it. Both of them are great players and they play great during the games. 
Especially for (CB) Jalen (Ramsey) who came from the other conference and played half the year. People 
still recognize what kind of player he is and what he can do and what he has done for us. The more games 
you win, the more players that are on them and the Pro Bowl. We had more last year, obviously, but we 
hadn’t won as many games this year. Deserve it or not deserve it is close depending on how many games 
you win usually.” 
  
(On if it was different as head coach not having a defensive coordinator under him) 
“I thought it was the right thing to do at the time, is the reason I did it. I’m not sure what the question is.” 
  
(On the defense not having a coordinator or somebody else there other than him as head coach) 
“You’re involved in your side of the ball, no matter what. When I was with Charlie (Waters) and Ted (Cottrell) 
and those guys, we set the gameplan together, that kind of thing. You’re more involved in your side of the 
ball has been my experience where I was.” 
 

 


