
 
 

Rams Head Coach Sean McVay – Media Availability – August 14, 2019 
 
(On how QB Blake Bortles has developed since arriving) 
“I think he’s been making great decisions. I think he’s getting a great command on what we’re trying to do 
offensively. Then I think some of the things that show up that’s been really one of his great traits is just his 
overall athleticism. In some of these practice settings you can’t tackle the quarterback, and I think his ability 
to use his legs and be able to create off schedule whether it’s throwing the football or running it, using him 
in some instances as a runner, those are things that the athleticism enables you to be able to do a couple 
more things. I just think he’s continued to improve. We’ve been really pleased with him and I think he adds 
a great dynamic to that quarterback room with the rapport that he and (QB) Jared (Goff) have. We’ve been 
really pleased with Blake.” 
 
(On how Bortles’ experience in his career translates in his current role with the Rams) 
“It does. There’s been a lot of things in some of the systems that he’s played and there’s a lot of crossover 
in terms of some of the foundational principles with how we call formations. He’s worked with coaches that 
we’ve worked with whether it be (Raiders Offensive Coordinator) Greg Olson, (Packers Offensive 
Coordinator) Nathaniel Hackett – I have a good relationship with and know him well – (Assistant 
Coordinator/Offense) Jedd Fisch who’s on our staff now was his offensive coordinator at one point in 
Jacksonville, so there’s been a lot of crossover. You can feel he’s got a lot of experience, he’s been able 
to learn. I think a lot of the things that you appreciate as much as anything is some of the dialogue that 
exists – not necessarily that the coaches have exposure to – but you can just see amongst his teammates, 
watching he and (QB) Jared (Goff), their interaction. I think it’s been great for that quarterback room being 
able to have Blake.” 
 
(On if he’s had conversations with Bortles about how he is using this upcoming season with the 
Rams) 
“I think the biggest thing is talking to him, getting to know him. I’ve had a lot of respect for him from afar, 
and he and (QB) Jared (Goff) have a great relationship. Ryan Tollner is both of their agents and they’ve 
known each other for a while. They’ve always been good buddies and then, I think when you spend a little 
bit of time with him, you want to get to know the human being and you could feel like, ‘Hey, this is going to 
be a great fit for the way that we like to operate within our organization, some of the cultural things that you 
hear us talk about.’ Like anything else, the evaluation with every one of our players is something that, ‘Hey, 
here’s the things that we feel like you do great, here’s the things that we can improve on, and here’s where 
our focus is going to be in terms of improving those things while not losing sight of what has enabled you 
to play in this league at a high level.’” 
 
(On if he’s determined who is going to Hawaii) 
“We’re working through that right now and we’ll have the finality before we end up getting on that flight 
tomorrow.” 
 
(On what he has seen from RB Malcolm Brown) 
“I think just the (RB) Malcolm (Brown), the being the consistent player that he’s always been. (I) think the 
more you’re around Malcolm, the more you appreciate him. We talked about it last year, when we lost him 
in that Detroit game, that was a huge blow. He did a great job being able to come in for (RB) Todd (Gurley 



II) in really any down-and-distance, any different situation where he can play on all three downs. He can 
compete well in really all three phases. That’s as a runner, as a receiver and then if he’s asked to be 
involved in the protection element. He does a great job for (Special Teams Coordinator, John Fassel) 
‘Bones’ as well. His value, he’s really just continued to demonstrate his value. I think because of the way 
he approaches it, he’s getting better as a football player, but we’ve always held him in such high regard. 
That’s why when Detroit tried to get him, we made sure to make sure that he stayed here with us.” 
 
(On seeing where Brown will give more playing time on the offense) 
“I think that’s to be determined. I think that’s a product of some of the other things that end up happening. 
If he is a guy that plays more, we certainly have a lot of confidence when Malcolm Brown is in there. That’s 
something that if that had to be the case, then a lot of confidence in Malcom and what he’s been able to 
do.” 
 
(On what Tight Ends Coach Wes Phillips, Defensive Line Coach Eric Henderson and Assistant 
Quarterbacks Coach Zac Robinson has added to the staff) 
“Three great coaches. (Tight Ends Coach) Wes (Phillips) is somebody that I had worked with before. I think 
he’s a great communicator, has a great feel for the big picture of the game, a really good teacher. Then I 
think one of the things that I’ve always really appreciated about Wes is he’s got a great way of being able 
to give you his opinion. Sometimes, even when you’re in a coordinator role or a head coach, you need to 
have people that’ll be able to challenge you in a good way. Wes has always done that where we’ve been 
able to kind of positively push each other. Had a great relationship, but ultimately he’s committed to helping 
his players develop and a great teacher. (Assistant Quarterbacks Coach) Zac (Robinson), a guy that played 
the position. Having had some experience, whether it be breaking down coverages with P.F.F. (Pro Football 
Focus) or doing some different things where he was training guys, getting ready for the combine with the 
fundamentals, the techniques of the position. Really impressed with him where I got a chance to meet him 
in really the interview. You just listen to the way that he can talk the game, got a great way about himself. I 
think he’s a future star in this league, as far as a coach. His ability to just understand the big picture, but 
then having played the quarterback position and the natural respect that comes with having been in some 
of the player’s shoes, especially with that role in particular. He’s got a great understanding of the nuances 
of the timing, the rhythm, the fundamentals and the techniques of the way that you want to deliver the ball 
consistently. He’s been a big benefit to that room. Then with (Defensive Line Coach) Eric Henderson, heard 
great things about him from Giff Smith who’s the D-Line (Defensive) Coach with the Chargers, who I’ve 
known for a long time, going back to when I was even in college and he was coaching at Tulane. He spoke 
the world about Coach Henderson. Then you get in front of him, you interview him, you get out on the field 
where you’re demonstrating some different things with him and you talk about an unbelievably high level of 
competency with the defensive line position. A great passion, a good juice and energy that makes guys 
want to compete for him. Then the ability to work in unison with the staff. Those three guys have been 
outstanding and I think one of the things I feel so fortunate about is the staff comradery. Those three guys 
have definitely helped us improve. They’ve done an outstanding job with their players and they’ve made us 
better and they’ve made me better as a coach. For that, I’m grateful for those guys.” 
 
(On how important he thinks it is that QB Jared Goff makes the team his team this year and takes 
the next step) 
“I think that’s kind of already happened. I think he has seamlessly and naturally become a leader because 
of the way that he goes about his business just being (QB) Jared Goff. I think that’s what resonates with 
his teammates. I mention it all the time, when you go back to watching when he was drafted no. 1 overall, 
the way that his teammates responded, then when you just watch the genuine appreciation and love that 
they have for Jared, as one of our leaders. It’s just kind of Jared, being Jared. I think that’s the best part 
about him. He’s so authentic, he’s refreshingly secure in himself, he’s naturally just getting better because 
of the way that he intentionally goes about his days. I think for him, it has seamlessly become his team just 
by Jared, being Jared. Clearly, there is an element of production that breeds a respect from his teammates 
and he’s been great over the last couple of years.” 
 
(On if he’s doing more on his own and if he has seen his maturation) 
“I think so. I think we are able to do a lot more because of his comfort level, his ownership with the operation, 
with what the intent of each of these calls that we are trying to activate is. When you have a player that in 



essence an extension of the coaching staff, you can operate in a lot of special ways, that’s what Jared, 
hopefully, going to continue to enable us to do as we move forward.” 
 
(On If he thinks it is fair that QB Jared Goff is not in the top-10 quarterbacks in rankings, and if he 
thinks it is fair people aligning him as a system quarterback) 
“I mean, I think the world of him. I think everybody wants to talk about that. He makes the system what it 
is. We are able to do the things we are because we have the right ‘trigger man’ that can really do anything 
that we ask – in terms of changing the launch point, what types of concepts we want to activate, whether it 
be play action, the drop-back game, quick, intermediate, or down the field. He’s a special player, I think his 
production speaks for itself. I know I don’t want anybody else to be our quarterback. I feel really good about 
him leading the way for us. I think the most important thing is he knows he got the full support and belief of 
his teammates, coaches and we couldn’t be happier that he is our guy.” 
 
(On if QB Jared Goff will have to do more this year) 
“I think he’s got to continue to play the way that he has played. I think he’s going to naturally take on more 
just based on his experience. There was a lot of games last year where I think the idea is, you want to be 
able to have a balance of being able to run the football or throw it. Ultimately, people talk about the being 
balanced, it’s being able to execute if the defense is committed to taking one thing away or the other, you’ve 
got to be able to execute in that other phase. We feel really good about having efficiency in both phases 
over the last couple of years. Certainly we have to prove it again this year. This year, we expect him to take 
a step in the right direction and he has certainly done all of those things that we ask. He is showing signs 
of the progression that we want throughout the course of offseason and training camp right now.” 
 
                                                                                                                            


