
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Rams Defensive Coordinator Wade Phillips – Media Availability – December 13, 2018 
 
(Opening remarks) 
"There's a lot of talk about the quarterback, obviously. We're getting ready for (Eagles QB Carson) Wentz. 
If he doesn't play, it doesn't change their offense a whole lot. Their next quarterback was the MVP of the 
Super Bowl, so it's not a big drop off for them either. Their plays are basically the same. It's the same routes, 
same running game – those kinds of things even when (Eagles QB Nick) Foles went in. So, they still have 
a lot of weapons. Receivers – (Eagles TE Zach) Ertz caught 98 passes already, so they've got the weapons. 
The running back is averaging six yards a carry. All those things, they've still got a really good offense and 
we need to get ready for them." 
 
(On if he thinks the Eagles will try to run or pass more or if they'll try to keep it even) 
"It's hard to say. Each game's its own entity. As far as pass and run, we've been trying to get more consistent 
throughout the year. I think we've played some great games pass defense-wise, but then not as good 
against the run and vice-versa. So, we're still working. It's about us working on what we need to get done. 
We know they've got a challenge in the running game. They've got a really good offensive line. I think three 
of their offensive linemen are rated in the top-22 in the league. They've got a really good running game and 
they're good pass protectors, so their offensive line is a challenge." 
 
(On if the issues the Rams defense has are more mental or physical) 
"Coaching number one, I think we've been working to try to get our players who do things well, being able 
to be in position to make those plays. We've come along some in a lot of areas. Hopefully, the arrows 
pointing up as far as our defense is concerned because we need to play more consistent. We won 11 
games and like I said before, this defense, I think, in pressure situations has played really well. This is 
another pressure situation game, so I expect us to go out and play well." 
 
(On how he feels the Rams defense played last week against the Bears) 
"Well, we lost. That's the number one thing. If it's 54-51 or 15-6, the most important thing is win or lose. 
You've got to play good enough to win and we didn't do that. We've always approached defense, we've got 
to play better than the other team's defense plays against us. So, if they stop us for six, we've got to stop 
them for three and we had the opportunity to. We could play better and help win the game. That's what our 
goal is and that's what we try to do every week." 
 
(On having 10 takeaways in the last three games and what has been working in that area) 
"Yeah, I think we've got an aggressive group and I think it's coming out in that. I think takeaways overall 
throughout the year is pretty good overall. Yeah, it's picked up in the last couple games, which is a good 
sign." 
 
(On if there is anything that stands out from the last three games when they have a lot of takeaways 
and games when they don't) 
"I think our pass defense, everybody knows, or I've told everybody I guess – I shouldn't have, but we've 
been playing a little more zone and guys are seeing the ball better. If you play a lot of man-to-man, you 
don't get as many interceptions, but they don't get as many completions. The other side of it, if you play 
more zone, they're probably going to get more completions, but hopefully you get the tips and overthrows 



and interceptions. Now, you can do good in both, but overall, that's the way it works. Both of them are good 
in certain ways." 
 
(On CB Nickell Robey-Coleman getting a contract extension in the offseason and having an 
interception last game and what ways been impressive) 
"Really smart, number one. If you'll notice, a lot of the quick-screen game out to the wide receivers, he's 
right in the middle of it. He anticipates those things really well. Smart player. He knows how they lineup or 
what motion they're in when they're going to run certain things and certain routes. Then, he plays what he's 
supposed to play. On that play, he was supposed to zip out to the wide receiver and the quarterback, 
obviously, wasn't expecting him to do that and he made the play. He does what he's supposed to do really 
well. He's got great quickness and that's why he's a really good nickel player because he plays the slot 
receiver who can go either way any time. So, it takes a guy with really good change of direction, really good 
quickness, to be able to play that position. He plays it really well. I think he's one of the best." 
 
(On how much more important it is to have a good nickel corner and what makes a good slot corner) 
"Well, just what I talked about as far as being able to change the direction and quickness and so forth. But, 
the reason now is because a lot of people are playing a lot more three wide receivers. Now, you have to 
have a guy in the slot. Somebody's got to play in the slot, whereas with only two wide receivers, you didn't 
need a nickel cornerback. He's got the right name, (CB) Nickell (Robey-Coleman) playing nickel. It's a 
natural (laughs)." 
 
(On what he recalls from evaluating S John Johnson III when he was coming out of college before 
the draft) 
"We obviously like him. The scouting department did a good job. (General Manager) Les (Snead) and (Head 
Coach) Sean (McVay) ended up picking him. But, he was a favorite of ours on defense, too. We give our 
opinions and I think, especially, (Safeties Coach) Ejiro (Evero) really liked him coming out. We concurred 
with that as a defensive staff. They ask you to put a list of who you like. Obviously, he was up there pretty 
high for us and he's come through really well." 
 
(On how he has evolved since moving into the starting lineup last year) 
"Yeah, he's a tremendous tackler in open-space tackling. I think he does a really good job of that, but he 
doesn't miss many tackles. If you see him around the ball, he's going to make the tackle. He does that really 
well and he's gotten a better and better feel for playing pro football and being a safety and we play him at 
linebacker some. He's a smart guy that can play a lot of different positions for us. We played him in our 
sub-packages at linebacker some. He played strong safety. He played free safety. He handles all that real 
well. But, he's got a knack for the football. He's made some big plays interception-wise. We're glad we have 
him." 
 
(On if he feels like he has a lot of versatility in terms of safeties) 
"Yeah, everybody has a system or whatever. I've always wanted two free safeties – two guys that can play 
man-to-man if you need them to play man-to-man on a tight end. So, that's what we have. Now that and 
being able to be a player in the box too, is a plus and both of those guys can do that. We've gained a lot 
there by having those two guys." 
 
 


