
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Rams Defensive Coordinator Wade Phillips – Media Availability – November 29, 2018 
 
(Opening statement) 
"Yes, (DT) Aaron Donald, I've said it before, he is the best (laughs). I don't know how much more you can 
say about him. The guy is consistent, consistently a great player and, if that's how you judge a great player. 
He's consistent every game. It comes from hard work and great ability, but hard work. He works at what he 
does. He comes in on days when he's not supposed to be here and watches film and does all the right 
things. I'm obviously glad we have him. He's a special guy." 
 
(On if there is one play from DT Aaron Donald that he can single out that made him say, 'Wow') 
"I don't know. There's so many. So many 'Wows.' I think that's why he's such a great player because he 
makes so many great plays. Obviously, you see him on the rush, but he's a really good run player also. I 
think he's one of the best in that area, too. It's pretty neat to have him. He makes a lot of big plays in key 
situations and knocks the ball loose and we score touchdowns. Not many more accolades you can give a 
guy than what I'd give him." 
 
(On how he has seen OLB Samson Ebukam develop over the last two seasons) 
"He had one of the greatest games ever (laughs). (OLB) Samson (Ebukam), I don't think I've been around 
a player that's scored two touchdowns on defense in one game and really caused an interception at the 
end of the game because he hit the quarterback on (CB) Marcus Peters' interception. He had a sack. He 
just had a tremendous game. You don't see those kinds of games very often." 
 
(On if that performance was something he had seen coming from Ebukam) 
"He's a hard worker. He's athletic, he's fast. He's a young guy, but he plays hard all the time and it paid off 
for him. I think he plays at top speed all the time and that's why he makes plays, those kinds of plays or is 
able to make some of those plays because he's going hard every play. He made a big sack against Frisco 
(San Francisco). He was blocked, but the quarterback tried to run up and he knocked the ball – he makes 
those kinds of plays." 
 
(On how he feels about CB Aqib Talib's status for Sunday's game) 
"(CB) Aqib (Talib) is a wait-and-see. Now, he felt good yesterday which is a good sign. Now, he's a veteran 
player that I trust that would say, 'Hey, I'm hurting or I'm not. I can play or I can't play.' I think we'll just see 
what happens the rest of the week and see where he is. But, he'll give you an honest – some players (would 
say), 'I'm going to play, but I'm hurt a little bit.' He knows he needs to be 100 percent healthy to be able to 
play. So, that's a good thing with him.” 
 
(On numbers suggesting the defense performed better with Talib in the first three games than in 
the eight games since) 
"Every game is its own entity. We had one game where they didn't cross the 50 (yard line) one time and 
then we had another game where they scored 50 (points) and we won both those games. You just keep 
trying to improve, keep trying to get better. Certainly, players make a difference, but I think overall, we've 
just got to keep grinding on defense to play as well as we can. Play good enough to win first – which we've 
done – but I think overall, we just need to play a little bit better to help this team. That's our goal." 
 
(On if DT Ndamukong Suh has lived up to his expectations to this point in the season) 



"Yeah, I think we expected a lot. I didn't expect that he would be able to play different positions like he has 
and that's helped us in a lot of situations that he's played defensive end – both defensive ends and both 
tackles. He's versatile, more versatile than what we first imagined, I guess. But he's still a powerful guy that 
sometimes it takes two and three guys to block him. That makes a different for us." 
 
(On how much impact Suh has had on the season that Donald is having) 
"Well, we all – I think everybody thought that going in. I'm sure it's true. They certainly can't double team 
Aaron all the time. So, that's certainly a factor, but he's been a factor in his own right. I think he's done some 
good things." 
 
(On the five turnovers and 500-plus yards allowed against Kansas City) 
"Yeah, we want the five turnovers. We don't want all the yards or the points. But, that's what we're working 
towards. Like I said, each game is its own. The good thing about this team defensively is they've been 
resilient in key situations. I call them pressure situations. How many times in the last two minutes of the 
game have they come through and made plays where they caused a turnover? That last game, they have 
a great offense and they already scored 50 points and they got the ball with two minutes left and then 
another time with two minutes left and we get two turnovers. So, I think those kinds of things are important. 
Obviously, you want to play more consistent, not give up big plays and that's our goal the rest of the way." 
 
(On if he believes that the team needs to crank it up a notch down the stretch to get to a Super Bowl 
or if they will go about their business how they have all season) 
"We're thinking about Detroit right now. I think to play well against them, on the road, with a really great 
quarterback. They've had a good running game. They've got a running back averaging 5.4 (yards per carry). 
It's not crank it up for anything except this game, in my opinion. We'll talk about all those other things later. 
The playoffs is really – is different than the regular season, in my opinion." 


