
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rams Defensive Coordinator Wade Phillips – Media Availability – September 25, 2018 
 
(Opening remarks) 
"Thursday night comes quick. We just had Wednesday's practice and this afternoon we'll have Thursday's 
practice. Minnesota (Vikings) had a tough game last game, but we know (Vikings QB) Kirk Cousins, he's 
thrown seven touchdown passes and only thrown two interceptions in two games. He can throw the football. 
Then, we expect them, obviously, to go back to the running game. They weren't able to because they got 
behind last game, but we expect the running game against us. We didn't play very well the second half 
against the run, so we expect them to come after us in the running game. Then, they've got a quarterback 
that can make plays. (Vikings WR) Adam Thielen, he may have caught the most passes of all-time here in 
the last three games. I think he has 32 receptions and 380 yards. They've got some real good players on 
their team, we know that." 
 
(On how much his game plan changes without CB Aqib Talib and CB Marcus Peters) 
"Well, we played without those two guys against (Chargers QB) Philip Rivers last game. It was good that 
(CB) Sam (Shields) and (CB) Troy (Hill) were ready to play. It says a lot for those two guys. They were 
ready to come in the game even though they weren't starting. Yeah, it's a challenge any time your second 
team people are in there, but we have a lot of confidence in those guys. We can call the same calls with 
those guys. In fact, we did in the ball game. We just have to, really, stop them down there at the end of the 
game in fourth down – those kind of plays. So, I feel confident in our guys. It doesn't take away from our 
calls. Both those corners that we have can really run. They're really fast and athletic. It's good to have them 
even though we don't have our starters." 
 
(On what he has had to do as a coach to emphasize how to hit quarterbacks with the new roughing 
the passer rules) 
"Well, we've worked drills with it. With our D-lineman, we work drills where you tackle and roll – basically 
alligator tackle where you tackle and roll. We've emphasized to the players what the rule is. I don't know 
that it's completely clear overall, but we're going to go by whatever the rule is. That's what we're trying to 
teach." 
 
(On if he knows what a sack is now) 
"Yeah, I think that's obviously a little bit of a controversy now. But, I think somebody is going to work it out 
where we know exactly what it is. I know if you literally put all of your weight on the guy, that's obviously a 
penalty and it's always been a penalty. The difference, I don't know for sure. But, we're teaching to not fall 
on the quarterback when we sack the quarterback. That's what we worked on and we feel like that's 
adequate." 
 
(On how he would evaluate the defensive line coming together) 
"Yeah, we've got a strong group. I think we put a lot of pressure on the quarterback. We don't have as many 
sacks, but we do have a lot of pressures. We've got good coverage and pressure, so they're not throwing 
the ball. Even Philip Rivers, he had 200 and something yards, not 300 or 400. Our pass defense is pretty 
strong and the up front is part of it. We didn't play well enough in the run game last week and we've got to 
play better there. We've got to shore up better. Most of the plays were not much, but those three big runs 
really hurt us as far as them moving the ball, number one, and then, number two, us playing good run 
defense." 
 
(On if he's comfortable with the number of sacks not being high if they're getting consistent 
pressure) 



"Yeah, I think as long as we're 3-0, I'm pretty comfortable. You always want to try and be better in everything 
you do and we're striving for that. Winning games the way we're winning games, I think when you're ahead, 
the stats look a little different too because they're going to throw the ball more when they're behind – those 
kinds of things. We like to be in those situations." 
 
(On if there is something he can take away from playing QB Cousins last year) 
"Last year, we played him, (Head Coach) Sean (McVay) had coached him before. We took about all that 
we could take, last year. He's in a different offense this year. I don't know if it's an advantage, certainly, to 
have played him before except he's in a different offense and they've got different reads and so forth. We're 
going to have to adjust to whatever quarterback we play and what we think he's going to do. He's got 
different receivers. They run different routes than the guys he's thrown to before. They've got some big-
play receivers with (WR Stefon) Diggs, obviously, and Thielen and they've got a good tight end. He's got 
all the pieces he needs. He's a very accurate thrower. He's got real arm talent and that's why they paid him 
what they paid him, I'm sure." 
 
(On if he was able to take much from the Vikings tape of their game last Sunday and his approach 
when he sees a team that talented) 
"I think some of their players said it, but they've had a game like that almost every year and then come back 
and played really well. I don't expect to see that team, although, credit to Buffalo (Bills). Obviously, they 
played really well. Any time you get ahead 27-0 real early, it changes the whole game –  how an offense 
plays, how a defense plays, all those things." 
 
(On what he loses when he has to play Shields and Hill and doesn't have guys like Talib and Peters 
on the field) 
"Well, they're still elite players. Hopefully, these guys will step up and come close to what those guys can 
do, but those two are great players. Hopefully, these guys will play great and I have confidence they'll play 
really well." 
 
(On if he heard about the online petition to have him dress as his father did for the games and if 
he'll do it) 
"I'm not the head coach, so they're not going to let me dress in anything but Nike. So, if they have a Nike 
cowboy hat, maybe then I'll do that (laughs). Also, I just read that I can get off Thursday afternoon (laughs). 
I can get off work early, so I'm looking forward to that." 
 
 


