
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rams Defensive Coordinator Wade Phillips – Media Availability – September 7, 2018 
 
(On if he's getting on Instagram, per his appearance on RB Todd Gurley’s story) 
“I was on with him, I guess. I didn't know I was until he pointed the phone at me, but no. I'm still on twitter 
@sonofbum. I don't have an auto pilot or whatever you call that." 
 
(On what he thought of DT Aaron Donald signing his deal and how it is to have him back out there) 
“Obviously it's great to have (DT) Aaron (Donald) back. He's a tremendous player. Our club obviously did 
the right thing by getting him signed. He's a great addition, there's no doubt about that. He came back, he's 
in tremendous shape. He's ready to go, he's ready to play. We're excited about it. I'm excited about it. 
Anytime you have a great player like that you try to utilize what he can do, but he can do about anything so 
we just let him go." 
 
(On if the defense reminds him of any other really great defenses he's coached in the past) 
“Yeah, I mean when we get on the field we'll find out. But that Denver defense we had that won the Super 
Bowl, Houston defense, when I was in Houston, was really good. Philadelphia was great when I was there, 
Buffalo was great when I was there. I've been around some really good defenses. Been around some really 
good players. We were good in San Diego as a matter of fact, when we were there. I think they're going to 
be really good, you know, but it's meshing together and playing the right way. I have a lot of confidence in 
them, we have a lot of confidence in ourselves going into this game. But, we're playing a very tough team 
with a really good quarterback, really good offensive team, great offensive line, so it will be a big challenge 
for us." 
 
(On his enthusiasm and the team being excited to play too) 
“They better be (laughs). All the offseason, going through training camp and the grind at training camp and 
all that. Preseason games are great, they didn't play much in preseason so. That's why they play football, 
I know they get a lot of money, in some cases, but they play because they like football. They like to play 
the game. Practices aren't that great, but they love to play the game. They get through practice to be able 
to play games. That's what it's all about is playing the game. We have a group that really likes football. 
Some teams or players that I've been with they play because they were good at it or whatever. This group 
they like football, they like playing football. Some of them even like practicing, which is a little different. But 
especially football. I enjoy that about them." 
 
(On LB Mark Barron's status and if he's concerned) 
“Concerned, yes. We'll see. Obviously, we don't play till Monday. He's coming off of two surgeries in the 
offseason, so obviously we're concerned about him being ready" 
 
(On how much fun he's having putting the pieces together, implementing the game plan and how 
much of his game plan is he adjusting for the new players on the team) 
“Well, most of the game plan and the defense overall is adjusting to the players we have. There's a lot of 
defenses you can think of and a lot of things, but it's the players that are playing the defenses. We're trying 
to utilize what they do well and we got some guys that do a lot of things well, so it gives you a lot of versatility. 
We'll throw some things at them that they haven't seen, but they'll also throw some things at us that we 
haven't seen so that will be the first part of it. Being really sound, especially in the first game, with a new 
coach that hadn't shown anything offensively in the preseason games. (Raiders Head Coach Jon) Gruden's 
going to do a lot of things – he did a lot of shifts when he was in the league before so we've got to be real 
sound in what we do." 
 



  
 
(On if he's concerned that he only had the starting defense on the field for seven plays during the 
preseason) 
“No. We have great competition in practice. We don't tackle but it's full speed. Full speed for our offensive 
people, they’re fast. (RB) Todd Gurley II runs fast and those lineman come off the ball, so we've had a lot 
of game type situations in practice offensively and defensively. I think the smart thing to do is make sure 
we don't get anybody hurt in a game that didn't count for us. We're going in to the season real healthy." 
 
(On how far back they went when studying film of teams that Gruden coached and is there a fine 
line between preparation and gathering too much information) 
“(Offensive Coordinator Greg Olson) 'Olly' was here. The offensive coordinator was here, so they're up-to-
date on everything and he's up-to-date on everything, even though he's been out of football. They'll have a 
complicated offense that'll try to take advantage of defenses. He'll audible, I mean that's what he did before. 
He's a quarterback guru. He'll have the quarterback all over the place that he feels like are good against 
whatever looks we give him so. I expect all that from him. I had one experience with him, I was coaching at 
Buffalo and they beat us. At the last play of the game they intercepted or something and he ran out on the 
field and jumped in the dogpile with the players. I'm walking out to shake hands and say congratulations 
and so forth. I get out to the middle of the field and I'm looking for him, and then all of a sudden he runs 
over from the pile. He runs over to me and he says, 'Congratulations Coach, Congratulations!' And I said, 
'I don't think it was a congratulation for me.' So he's an excitable guy and he'll have his team playing hard, 
I know that." 
 
(On if he has a fondest memory from Monday Night Football)  
“Well, Monday Night Football when we played the Miami Dolphins when I was at Houston. They had the 
pom poms in the stands and – if you ever see, I guess it's on YouTube or whatever – (Former Dolphins 
QB) Bob Griese was quarterback, it was a tremendous game back and forth. (Former Houston Oilers RB) 
Earl Campbell on his 35th carry of the game – we needed a first down to win the game, he went about 70 
(yards) to win the game and it was bedlam. It was unbelievable, that was a great memory for me." 
 
(On his confidence level in LB Ramik Wilson) 
“Yeah, (LB) Ramik (Wilson) has played in preseason and did some good things. We needed to look at him 
because we hadn't had him before. He's a smart player. He’s started before in the league and he's played 
well when he's been in there. And, he knows what to do. He's a real smart player, so I have confidence in 
him." 


