
Patriots
Patriots at Panthers

Game Notes

CAROLINA 25, NEW ENGLAND 14
August 24, 2018 H  Bank of America Stadium

 1 2 3 4 Final
New England Patriots 0 3 0 11 —    14
Carolina Panthers 6 3 9 7 —    25

 The New England Patriots dropped a 25-14 decision to the Carolina Pan-
thers for their first loss of the preseason at Bank of America Stadium. 
 Carolina opened the game with a 16-play, 77-yard drive that took 9:59 off 
the clock before being forced to settle for a field goal and a 3-0 lead. After 
stopping the Patriots on the next series, two consecutive 28-yard passes from 
QB Cam Newton helped Carolina reach the New England 20-yard line before a 
second field goal made it 6-0 in the first quarter.
 QB Tom Brady played the entire first half and finished 12-of-18 for 102 
yards with no touchdowns and no interceptions. He led two drives in the second 
quarter, but the Patriots only came away with three points after missing on a 
second field goal attempt. Brady engineered a 14-play, 67-yard drive that saw 
him convert two third-down attempts before K Stephen Gostkowski connected 
on a 27-yard field goal to close the game to 6-3. The Patriots defense stopped 
the Panthers on the next series, and Brady converted two third-downs to move 
to the Carolina 28-yard line before Gostkowski’s 46-yard field goal attempt 
sailed wide right. 
 Carolina took over with 1:49 to play in the first half and Newton completed 
back-to-back 16-yard passes to TE Greg Olsen to reach the New England 5-yard 
line before a 23-yard field goal at the buzzer gave the Panthers a 9-3 lead. 
 The Panthers scored on their first three drives of the second half with a 
1-yard touchdown run by backup QB Taylor Heinicke and a 23-yard field goal 
to take an 18-3 lead into the fourth quarter. Carolina then added a touchdown 
pass from QB Garrett Gilbert to WR Mose Frazier in the fourth quarter for a 
25-6 lead. 
 Backup QB Brian Hoyer led two scoring drives in the fourth quarter to make 
it 25-14. 

CB Cyrus Jones made his 2018 preseason debut. Jones missed the entire 
2017 season due to an injury suffered in the preseason last year. He lined up 
as a returner and also saw action on defense. He returned three kicks for 38 
yards. 

CYRUS JONES MAKES HIS DEBUT

The Patriots and the Panthers met in the preseason for the fourth time (2014, 
2015, 2016 and 2018) in the last five preseasons. This game marked the 
third straight preseason game played in Carolina (2015, 2016 and 2018). 

FOURTH MEETING IN FIVE YEARS

DB Jonathan Jones made his 2018 preseason debut. Jones was placed on 
injured reserve last season following an injury that he suffered in the AFC Divi-
sional game vs. Tennessee on Jan. 13, 2018. 

JONATHAN JONES RETURNS

WR Cordarrelle Patterson, who went two Pro Bowls as a returner (2013 and 
2016), lined up to return kicks for the first time with the Patriots. He also lined 
up for a punt return in the second quarter. 

PATTERSON ON SPECIAL TEAMS

TE Rob Gronkowski made his 2018 preseason debut after not seeing action in 
the first two preseason games.

GRONKOWSKI PREMIERES

QB Tom Brady started the game and played the entire first half, finishing 12-
of-18 for 102 yards. 

BRADY PLAYED ENTIRE FIRST HALF

FB James Develin had a 13-yard kickoff return in the first quarter. He has re-
turned three kicks for 35 yards during his career, all during the 2016 season. 

DEVELIN RETURNS A KICK

K Stephen Gostkowski connected on a 52-yard field goal in the fourth quarter. 
He has the most 50-yard field goals in New England history with 23. He was 
4-for-4 from 50 or more yards in 2017. 

GOSTKOWSKI GOOD FROM LONG

DL Keionta Davis made his second straight start at left end. He started the 
previous preseason game vs Philadelphia on Aug. 16. 

DAVIS STARTS AGAIN


