
Patriots
Patriots vs. Redskins

Game Notes

NEW ENGLAND 26, WASHINGTON 17
August 9, 2018 H  Gillette Stadium

 1 2 3 4 Final
Washington Redskins 10 7 0 0 —    17
New England Patriots 0 3 7 16 —    26

 After falling behind, 17-0 in the first half, the New England Patriots rallied 
with 26 unanswered points to claim a 26-17 victory over the Washington 
Redskins in the 2018 preseason opener at Gillette Stadium.
 Rookie RB Ralph Webb ran for two touchdowns and also scored on a pair 
of 2-point plays in the fourth quarter to help with the comeback. Webb finished 
with 14 carries for 46 yards. 
 With QB Tom Brady on the sidelined, backup QB Brian Hoyer was given 
the reigns. After a sluggish first half that saw the Patriots fall behind 17-0, 
the Patriots finally put together a scoring drive with 49 seconds to play. Hoyer 
connected with first-year WR Devin Lucien on a 22-yard pass followed by a 25-
yard pass to help set up a 52-yard field goal by K Stephen Gostkowski with eight 
seconds to play to make it 17-3 at halftime. 
 The Patriots took the second half kickoff, and Hoyer led the Patriots on a 19-
play, 84-yard drive that took 10:16 off the clock before RB Jeremy Hill scored 
on a 1-yard touchdown run to cut the Redskins lead to 17-10. The Patriots 
converted four third-down plays and two fourth-down plays to keep the drive 
alive. 
 After stopping Washington on the next series, Hoyer led a 16-play, 90-yard 
drive that culminated with an 8-yard touchdown run by Webb followed by a 
2-point play to give the Patriots an 18-17 lead in the fourth quarter. 
 Late int he fourth quarter, rookie DL Trent Harris forced a fumble on a 
sack of Redskins QB Kevin Hogan that was recovered by DL Geneo Grissom, 
who returned the ball 53 yards to the Washington 1-yard line. Two plays later, 
Webb scored his second touchdown on a 1-yard run and then added his sec-
ond 2-point play to give New England a 26-17 lead. 

The Patriots and the Redskins met for the 22nd time in the preseason to 
match the Philadelphia Eagles (22) for the second-most frequent preseason 
contests, behind the 27 meetings between the Patriots and the New York Gi-
ants. The Patriots will play both Philadelphia and the New York Giants in the 
2018 preseason.

PATRIOTS MOST FREQUENT PRESEASON OPPONENTS

FREQUENT OPPONENT

Team Games W L Last
New York Giants. . . . . . . . .27 . . . . . . . 9 . . . .18 . . . .2017
Washington Redskins . . . .22 . . . . . .14 . . . . . 8 . . . .2018
Philadelphia Eagles . . . . . .22 . . . . . .12 . . . .10 . . . .2014

2018 seventh-round draft pick QB Danny Etling entered the game in the fourth 
quarter and finished 1-of-3 for 18 yards. 

ETLING SEES ACTION

WR Julian Edelman made his return and was in the starting lineup after miss-
ing the entire 2017 season due to injury. 

EDELMAN RETURNS TO ACTION

First-year WR Riley McCarron, who spent the majority of the 2017 season 
on the New England practice squad, returned both punts and kicks against 
the Redskins. He fair caught one punt and returned two kickoffs for 40 yards. 

MCCARRON ON SPECIAL TEAMS DUTY

First-year WR Devin Lucien caught a 3-yard pass followed by a 25-yard pass 
with under a minute to play in the first half to help set up a 52-yard field goal by 
K Stephen Gostkowski. He finished the game with four receptions for 71 yards. 

LUCIEN PROVIDES SPARK

Gostkowski drilled a 52-yard field goal at the end of the first half. He holds the 
New England record with 23 field goals from 50 or more yards. Gostkowski 
was 4-for-4 from 50 or more yards in 2017, including a team-record 62-yard 
field goal against Oakland on Nov. 19 in Mexico City.  

GOSTKOWSKI GOOD FROM 50

After scoring on a 52-yard field goal in the first half, the Patriots opened the 
second half with a 19-play, 84-yard drive that took 10:16 off the clock before 
RB Jeremy Hill scored on a 1-yard touchdown run. Since 2009, the Patriots 
have scored on the final possession of the first half and the first possession of 
the second half 22 times, the most in the NFL during that time. 

BOOK-END SCORING DRIVES

Rookie free agent RB Ralph Webb from Vanderbilt scored on an 8-yard touch-
down run in the fourth quarter and then added a two-point play on a pass from 
QB Brian Hoyer to give the Patriots an 18-17 lead. Later in the fourth quarter 
he scored on a 1-yard run and then scored again on a two-point play.

WEBB WEAVES A NICE PERFORMANCE

Of the 13 veteran players that are new to the Patriots in 2018, 11 saw ac-
tion in the preseason opener: OL Luke Bowanko, OL Trent Brown, DL Adrian 
Clayborn, WR Eric Decker, RB Jeremy Hill, OL Ulrick John, WR Cordarrelle 
Patterson, DB Eddie Pleasant, DL Danny Shelton, OL Matt Tobin and WR Paul 
Turner. Brown was in the starting lineup at left tackle. 

11 VETS MAKE PATS DEBUT

Seven of the nine 2018 Draft picks made their NFL debuts:  DB Duke Dawson, 
LB Ja’Whaun Bentley, LB Christian Sam, WR Braxton Berrios, QB Danny Etling, 
DB Keion Crossen and TE Ryan Izzo.

7 DRAFT PICKS SAW ACTION

P Ryan Allen had three of his five punts go for 50 yards with a 57, 55 and 
51-yard punt. 

ALLEN GOES LONG

LB Dont’a Hightower and LB Derek Rivers were back in action and in the start-
ing lineup. Hightower was limited to just five games in 2017 due to injury. Riv-
ers, a 2017 third-round pick missed his entire rookie season due to injury. 

HIGHTOWER AND RIVERS MAKE THE START


