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BIG IDEA

People were so captivated by Jesus that they went through all kinds of measures, even extreme ones, to get 
to Him.

INTRODUCTION

Have you ever stood in line to be the first to get your hands on a new product? What were you 
hoping to buy? 

What made you so eager to get that product? Did what you receive live up to your expectations? 
Why or why not?

Every time Apple releases a new product, you will find a line outside your local Apple store. Rarely, if ever, 
are these releases little more than a superficial update to an already existing product. Yet we come out in 
droves, and maybe you have been among the masses waiting. While there is nothing inherently wrong with 
wanting the latest gadget, we need to ask ourselves what captivates our attention and compels our time. If 
we are truly captivated by Jesus, our lives will reveal the desire of our hearts.

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MARK 2:1-2.

People are still coming to Jesus today like they did in Mark 2. Why is it important for us to always 
remember this even when it seems like we are “losing” in our larger culture?

Even Jesus, who is God, was speaking the Word of God to these people. Why should we always 
focus on the Word of God in our meetings? What happens if we give our attention to something 
else?

On Sunday, we learned that the word for “speaking” in verse 2 is derived from a word that 
describes the sound of birds chirping. Jesus was pleasant. When you talk about the Bible or 
what Jesus has done for you, are you pleasant? Why is the way we talk about the Word of God 
important?

Ross said the type of community we see around Jesus is what we want to see in our Life Groups. 
How do we ensure that our group remains a place where it is pleasant to be, and where Jesus is 
lifted up? 
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The Gospels demonstrate many reasons that people were coming to Jesus; among the most cited reasons 
are Jesus’ personal care and His authoritative teaching. Both drew people to be captivated by Jesus. As 
Jesus’ followers, we have the ability to extend His care and His Word today in ways that are just as personal 
and every bit as authoritative.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MARK 2:3-4.

What does it tell you about this man’s friends that they did everything they could to bring 
someone to Jesus? What must we believe about Jesus to emulate this kind of faith? How does 
this demonstrate care for your friends?

While most of us have never torn the roof off of a place to get someone to Jesus, what are some 
lower impact measures you could take to introduce someone you know to Jesus? 

According to LifeWay Research, 79 percent of people would talk to a friend about their faith. 
What stops you from talking to your friends about Jesus? 

The friends understood that Jesus was able to help their friend. They were either so desperate or believed 
so deeply that Jesus could help that they took all necessary steps to place their friend before Jesus. They 
were so impressed with their friend’s need that they couldn’t see another option. Do you know what that 
is like? We are a self-sufficient people who come up with all manners of solutions on our own; yet if we are 
captivated by Jesus, we will come up with new and creative ways to engage people and bring them to Him. 

Who among your friends would be the most likely to listen? How could you engage them? 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MARK 2:5-12.

How do you imagine these people wanted Jesus to respond to their friend? Why was Jesus’ 
response much better? What did He see that they didn’t?

Contrast Jesus’ response with the scribes’ response. Which characterizes your response most of 
the time? 

Sometimes we meet physical needs in order to meet spiritual needs; here, Jesus turns that order 
on its head. How do we stay sensitive to this order? Why should we not make our attempts to 
invite people to Jesus into a formula?

Jesus gave the paralyzed men and their friends more than they bargained for. Jesus went further than the 
scribes thought was possible. These two responses are meant to cause us to look within ourselves and see 
where we are in relation to Jesus. If we are captivated by Jesus, we will always have faith in what He can do 
and believe that He will exceed our expectations (Eph. 3:20).
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Those who witnessed Jesus’ miracle were amazed by Him. How does our willingness to pursue 
people for Jesus change with the degree to which we are amazed by Jesus? 

Are you amazed by Jesus? Do you long for Him? If you do, you will expect Him to do what the Scriptures 
clearly teach us He can and will do. If we realize who He is, we will give all of ourselves to bring our friends to 
Jesus. The most willing witness for Jesus is the one who is personally captivated by Jesus.

APPLICATION

What are you doing to grow your connection to Jesus and remain in Him to be captivated by Him 
(John 15:5)?

How can we partner together to make a gospel difference like the paralyzed man’s friends did?

If the statistics are true and most people will have a conversation about faith or respond to an 
invitation to church from a friend, who could you invite to spend Easter with us this weekend?

PRAY

Praise God for being amazing. Declare His worth and amazing power and grace together. Ask that He 
would do abundantly more than we could ask, think, or imagine this week as we prepare to celebrate His 
resurrection next Sunday. Pray for the people who will receive a personal invitation to attend worship 
at 121.

MEMORIZE

And Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” – Mark 2:5

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.

COMMENTARY

MARK 2:1-12

2:1. He was at home probably refers to Peter’s house.

2:2. The message (lit “the [Gk] logos,” see also 4:33; 8:32) was later used to refer to Christian missionary 
preaching (Ac 6:4; 8:4; 17:11; Gal 6:6; Col 4:3). Here, it refers to the good news (Mk 1:14-15).
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2:3. This is the only time Mark mentioned a paralytic (cp. Mt 8:6).

2:4. Removed the roof literally translates “unroofed the roof.” Most houses in Palestine were single-story, 
flat-roofed structures with an outside staircase. The roof was used for work, drying laundry, sleeping, or 
prayer. Over the crossbeams small poles or branches were placed and covered with thatch and mud. Broken 
through (lit “digging it out”) suggests debris must have fallen on the people below. A mat (vv. 4,9,11-12) 
was a poor person’s pallet (6:55; Jn 5:8-11; Ac 5:15).

2:5. Their faith refers to those who carried the paralyzed man as well as the paralytic himself. Rather than a 
word of healing, Jesus spoke forgiveness over the paralytic after addressing him as son. Your sins is plural 
and possibly specific. The Greek word “sin” refers to missing the mark. Only here did Jesus link sin and 
infirmity. Possibly there was a direct relationship between this man’s sins and his paralysis.

2:6-7. The scribes supposed Jesus was blaspheming when they heard Him declare the man’s sins forgiven. 
Death by stoning was the prescribed penalty for blasphemy (Lv 24:16; Jn 10:33), and it was the charge on 
which Jesus was eventually executed (Mk 14:64).

2:8-11. The answer to Jesus’ question which is easier is of course the unverifiable claim to have forgiven the 
paralytic’s sins. After all, forgiveness of sins is a quality that cannot be checked against visible evidence, and 
so anyone can claim to forgive sins. Actually having the authority to do it is another thing altogether. To 
prove His right to forgive sins, Jesus undertook the more verifiable (yet still remarkable) task of healing the 
man. Son of Man was Jesus’ favorite self-designation. It derives from Dan 7:13-14, where the messianic Son 
of Man is given authority.

2:12. This proved that Jesus could forgive sins. They were all astounded recalls 1:27. The scribes accused 
Jesus of usurping God’s prerogatives (2:7), but the crowd gave glory to God because of Jesus.


