
FAQS-QUESTIONS THAT LEAD US 
CLOSER TO GOD 

CALL TO ME AND I WILL ANSWER YOU, AND WILL TELL YOU GREAT AND HIDDEN THINGS THAT YOU HAVE 
NOT KNOWN.  JEREMIAH 33:3 

Tears Continued 
SCRIPTURE 
 Hebrews 10:23, Psalm 119:169-176

THE POINT 
God hears us when we cry out to Him in our sadness.  We can trust God because 
He is trustworthy and keeps His promises. 

- Read Acts 13:1-12 

God isn’t afraid of our questions.  We all have them.  And our questions don’t have to 
weaken our faith.  In fact, quite the opposite can happen.  Questions, genuinely asked, 
can lead us closer to God.  As we look at some of the Frequently Asked Questions that 
students have, we will search for answers by looking at who God is and how Jesus lived 
His life.   Our first question to tackle is “Does God Answer Prayer?” - Often times we 
pray for something and feel like there isn’t an answer, that God simply ignored us? We 
wonder if God is like a magic genie who just magically gives us what we want?  Or even 
does He really want to hear from us, does He talk back?  If He knows everything 
already, what is the point of praying? 

The short answer to the question of “Does God Answer Prayer?” is YES.  God definitely 
answers prayer.  However, when someone is asking this question, it is rarely a simple 
answer that will suffice.  Most often they are coming from a place of hurt or suffering or 
doubt.   Possibly they are struggling with feeling unworthy to have their prayers 
answered.  Usually they are asking because they have prayed and felt like their prayer 
wasn’t answered.  So what do we do with this question?  We start answering the 
question with their perception of God and the purpose of prayer.

As we cry out to God and wonder if He answers our prayer, we are reminded that God 
is completely trustworthy.   The definition of trustworthy is “being dependable without a 
doubt”.   Hebrews 10:23 tells us “Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful.”  Psalm 100:5 reminds us “For Yahweh is 
good, and His love is eternal; His faithfulness endures through all generations.”  God is 
trustworthy because He is good and His love is eternal.  His love doesn’t come and go.  
And we can see His faithfulness throughout the Bible.  He created us and provided a 
way for redemption when we sinned.  He kept His promise to Abraham thru Isaac and 



ultimately through Jesus.  He faithfully delivered the Israelites from Egypt and gave 
them the promised land.  He established David’s throne forever.   He sent His son to 
save us, just as He promised and then He sent the Holy Spirit to be with us here.  In 
Isaiah 42:9 God tells us, “The things I said would happen have happened, and now I tell 
you about new things.  Before those things happen, I tell you about them.”   And then in 
Isaiah 52:11 He reminds us that “The same thing is true of the words I speak.  They will 
not return to me empty.  They make the things happen that I want to happen, and they 
succeed in doing what I send them to do.”  God is completely trustworthy to keep His 
promises and to do the things He tells us He will do in His Word.  

We see this in the life of Jesus.  Last week we looked at John 11 and we saw the 
compassion and presence of Jesus in Mary and Martha’s suffering at the death of their 
brother.   As we continue looking at this story, we see Jesus’ confidence in the 
trustworthiness of God in the midst of their tears.  John 11:41-42 records His prayer:  
“Father, I thank you that you heard me.  I know that you always hear me, but I said 
these things because of the people here around me.  I want them to believe that you 
sent me.”  Jesus knew that God would hear His prayer and He was confident in His 
Father’s trustworthiness to answer.  We can follow the example of Jesus when we pray.

The trustworthiness of God allows us to be confident even when there is silence. As the 
song “Trust His Heart” says, “when you can’t trace His hand, trust His heart”.  
Sometimes we don’t see the hand of God working.  Maybe we are blinded by our tears 
and simply can’t see what God is doing.  Sometimes we don’t want to see.  We want to 
wallow in our self-pity and hurt and we don’t want to trust that God is working.  As we 
look at the Psalms we see the psalmists cry out often for God to hear them.  Psalm 42 
gives us a guide to these times.  Psalm 42:5 says “Why am I so sad? Why am I so 
upset?  I should put my hope in God and keep praising Him, my Savior and my God.” 
When the psalmist was sad, he reminded himself to put his hope in God and to keep 
praising Him.  Praise helps us to focus on the trustworthiness of God and gets our eyes 
off of our circumstances.  It shows our trust in God.  And finally, as we understand the 
trustworthiness of God, we persist in prayer.  We don’t stop praying because we are 
hurting or because we don’t think God is answering.  Psalm 5:1-3 “Lord, listen to my 
words.  Understand my sadness.  Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God, 
because I pray to you.  Lord, every morning you hear my voice.  Every morning I tell 
you what I need, and I wait for your answer.”  The Psalmist prayed every morning.  He 
was consistent in His prayers.  And if we struggle to know how to pray, we can use the 
words of the psalmists as our prayer.  Praying God’s word is a great way to pray when 
we haven’t the words of our own.  Psalm 119:169-176 is wonderful guide for prayer 
during a time of struggle.

Additional resources:
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/10-prayers-to-maintain-hope-when-life-throws-a-
curveball.html?
utm_source=Crosswalk%20Daily%20Update&utm_campaign=Crosswalk%20Daily%20Update
&utm_medium=email&utm_content=3867379&bcid=a8180adc545126d647f3654930726d15&re
cip=549583320%20
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Lyrics to Trust His Heart


All things work for our good

Though sometimes we don't see 

How they could

Struggles that break our hearts in two

Sometimes blind us to the truth

Our Father knows what's best for us

His ways are not our own

So when your pathway grows dim

And you just don't see Him,

Remember you're never alone

God is too wise to be mistaken

God is too good to be unkind

So when you don't understand

When don't see His plan

When you can't trace His hand

Trust His Heart

Trust His Heart

He sees the master plan


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLn0cRl-0GE


And he holds our future in His hand,

So don't live as those who have no hope,

All our hope is found in Him

We see the present clearly

But He sees the first and the last

And like a tapestry He's weaving you and me,

To someday be just like Him

God is too wise to be mistaken

God is too good to be unkind

So when you don't understand

When don't see His plan

When you can't trace His hand

Trust His Heart

He alone is faithful and true

He alone knows what is best for you

God is too wise to be mistaken

God is too good to be unkind

So when you don't understand

When don't see His plan

When you can't trace His hand

Trust His Heart

When you don't understand

When you don't see His plan

When you can't trace His hand

Trust His Heart

Trust His Heart


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Do you think God is trustworthy?  Why or why not?  What are experiences in your 

life that contribute to your answer? 
2. The psalmists often reminded the Israelites about the faithfulness of God in the past 

when they were struggling.  What are ways to remind yourself of God’s faithfulness?  
How has God been faithful to you?   

3. Do you find it difficult to praise God when you are hurting?  How can you praise Him 
during those times?  Why is it important to praise God? 

4. Spend time in the Psalms.  Look for Psalms or portions of Psalms that you can use 
for prayer. 

                                                         


