
1

121 COMMUNITY CHURCH
AWAKENING A THIRST FOR THE WORD
DECEMBER 17, 2017L

IF
E

 G
R

O
U

P
 G

U
ID

E

DECEMBER 17, 2017

BIG IDEA

Jesus, as a child, gives us a phenomenal picture of what it looks like to be awakened to a thirst for the Word. 

INTRODUCTION

What were you like as a child? What are some significant memories you have of your spiritual 
development?

Who has invested time and energy into helping you grow spiritually? Into whom are you investing 
time and energy to help them grow?

We know very little about Jesus from the time He was quite young until He began His ministry, but we do 
know some things. Verse 40 tells us that Jesus “grew up.” The Greek verb tense is one that communicates 
ongoing or progressive action—a process. And it tells us that this growth process took place in three spheres: 
physical, intellectual, and spiritual. While Jesus was fully divine with all of the characteristics of divinity, He 
temporarily set aside or put in escrow some aspects of that divinity that He might fulfill what it means to 
be human. As a child, Jesus did not know all things; rather, He “grew up” mentally and spiritually just as He 
grew physically from the baby in the manger to the lad in the temple to the Son of Man in ministry. 

 UNDERSTANDING

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 2:41-42.

Read Deuteronomy 16:16. Why were Jesus and His parents in Jerusalem at this time? 

Based on these verses, how would you describe the home in which Jesus grew up?

What was happening in Jesus’ life at this point? What evidence do you see that Jesus’ maturity 
was a process, a work in progress?

We are not surprised that Mary and Joseph contributed to Jesus’ growth. We would have expected that 
and we are not disappointed. We see that even before He was old enough to comprehend, they were in the 
practice of being obedient to the Lord (“they had completed everything according to the law of the Lord,” v. 
39). They also set a consistent example for Jesus and engaged Him in spiritual training by regularly making 
the trek to Jerusalem to participate in the “Passover Festival” (vv. 41-42). Passover commemorated God’s 
deliverance of the Jewish people from their enslavement in Egypt and foreshadowed ultimate deliverance 
when the Lamb of God’s blood was shed for salvation from enslavement to sin.
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 2:43-47.

In verses 46-47, who in these verses contributed to Jesus’ growing spiritual maturity? How can 
you help invest in the next generation from our church? 

Why were the people in the synagogue amazed at Jesus and His answers?

It is instructive that Jesus was found “in the temple complex sitting among the teachers.” Often in the 
Gospels we find the Jewish teachers in a confrontational or disparaging position against Jesus. That is not 
the case here, though, as 12-year-old Jesus had apparently sought out these teachers to learn from them. 
Notice three specific ways Jesus and these teachers interacted. Jesus was “listening to them.” They knew 
more than He did and He was ready to hear what they had to say. But He also was “asking them questions.” 
Perhaps He came with questions He had been wrestling with or pondering. Perhaps the things the teachers 
taught sparked questions in young Jesus’ mind. Whatever the situation, He sought to have clarified things 
that hadn’t yet come into clear focus for Him. But these teachers also asked Jesus questions, for they were 
“astounded at…His answers.” 

Ross said that Jesus was a master at asking questions. How might asking great questions help 
others see their need for Jesus? 

What are some questions you could ask people to begin a conversation about Jesus? 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LUKE 2:48-52.

What evidence of Jesus’ spiritual maturity do you find in this passage?

How much do you think Jesus understood at this point about who He was and what His purpose 
was?

What significance do you see in Jesus’ response that He “had to be in My Father’s house”?

Jesus had not only “astounded” (v. 47) the Jewish teachers, but He “astonished” His parents. Perhaps they 
marveled at where He was or what He was doing. At the very least, they were concerned Jesus had not made 
a point of accompanying them on the journey to head home and got on to Him for that. His response that 
He “had to be in My Father’s house” is telling. Jews would regularly refer to God as “our Father” or “Father 
in heaven,” but they apparently did not refer to Him as “my Father.” Thus, by this point, Jesus had come to 
recognize His relationship with God in a unique way that other Jews seemingly did not. We cannot know 
exactly what Jesus understood at this stage about His relationship with the Father or His purpose, but it is 
seemingly obvious that He had insights beyond the typical Jewish faith. 

How will you plan to read the Bible and train your family in the next year? How will this help you 
be about your Father’s business?
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APPLICATION

What environment have you created in your home for your children to grow? What questions are 
they asking?

How can we help one another be prepared to lead our kids? How is raising children in the 
church a community endeavour? What resources could we use? 

If the Bible makes the point—not once but twice—that Jesus continuously grew spiritually, then 
certainly you and I still have things to learn. How will you assure that you continue to grow in the 
process of discipleship? In what area would you need to focus your growth over the next year?

PRAY

Thank God for drawing us to know Him and lead our children to know Him as well. Pray for families in our 
church and that God would awaken a thirst for His Word in children and in parents. Ask that we would have 
strong homes that model devotion to God, love for His name, and obedience to His commands. Pray that 
God would use your family to spread His Word so that disciples can be made and His everlasting glory will 
spread. 

MEMORIZE

And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. – Luke 2:52

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.
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COMMENTARY

LUKE 2:41-52

2:41-42 .This is the only incident Scripture reports about Jesus’s life between the time he was a small child 
and his baptism by John (3:21-22). Adult Jewish males and their families were expected to make a pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem for the annual festivals of Passover, Pentecost, and Shelters. The Bar Mitzvah (Hb, “son of the 
commandment”) ceremony at age thirteen marked the time when a Jewish male was recognized as a man. 
Since Jesus was now twelve years old, this was his last Passover before adulthood.

2:43-45. Joseph and Mary went a day’s journey before worrying about Jesus because they assumed he was 
with the traveling party. It was completely out of character (see v. 51) for him not to obey them in every 
respect.

2:46-47. Three days included one day traveling from Jerusalem, one coming back, and the third searching 
for Jesus in the city. The teachers were rabbis who were scholars of the Mosaic law. It was highly unusual for 
a boy to be welcomed by a group of rabbis, much less amaze them with brilliant scriptural understanding.

2:48-50. Joseph and Mary did not understand that Jesus was referring to his heavenly Father (my Father’s 
house; i.e., the temple), whom he also had to obey even when such obedience entailed giving his parents’ 
concerns less priority.

2:51. The phrase kept all these things in her heart, like v. 19, implies that Mary herself was Luke’s source for 
much of the unique material in chaps. 1 and 2.

2:52. During the years in which Jesus lived in obedience to Joseph and Mary, he continually increased in 
wisdom (intellect and practical holiness), stature (growing to adult size), favor with God (spiritual closeness 
to the Father), and favor with people (social respect). Jesus’s wisdom was already noteworthy as a young 
boy, and the rabbis marveled at his understanding at age twelve. His advancement would have been 
astounding by the time he began his ministry.


