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BIG IDEA

The Christian worldview makes sense of the problem of evil. God is the answer. 

INTRODUCTION

Have you ever had a conversation with someone who questioned the goodness of God because 
of the presence of evil in the world? What was that like? What points did they make in their 
argument?

Did you feel prepared to have that conversation? Why or why not? 

The problem of evil is a philosophical question that asks, “If God is good and powerful, then why is there 
evil in the world?” The non-theist will assert that the presence of evil means that God is neither good nor 
all powerful. Christians often struggle with the answers to these questions, but as Dr. Koukl explained, the 
problem of evil actually supports the idea that God exists .

 UNDERSTANDING

Dr. Koukl’s first two points were “Evil is something” and “Evil isn’t some thing.” What did he 
mean by these? 

Why is a relativistic worldview unable to answer questions about evil? 

Do you know anyone with a relativistic worldview? How do they answer questions of evil? 

To say that evil is something means that evil exists. This is an undeniable fact of life. Anyone who watches 
the news or has been hurt by the death of a loved one understands evil exists. Evil, however, is not “some 
thing,” meaning there isn’t one specific thing you can point to in order to abolish evil from the world. Evil 
results from living in a sinful and broken world. The fact that a relativist is able to recognize there is evil 
points to the reality of an objective standard by which we can measure good and evil. Because Christianity 
is able to make the most sense of the problem of evil,  Christianity is the best explanation for the way the 
world works.

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 2:15-17 AND GENESIS 3:17.

How do we know that God did not create evil?
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Dr. Koukl said that “evil is an intruder.”If God did not create evil, where did it come from? 

Read Romans 5:12. How does evil spread itself through the world? How has moral freedom 
made the problem of evil possible? Why does this mean that we, and not God, are responsible 
for evil? 

Read Jeremiah 17:9. Where have you seen evidence of this truth in your own experience? 

God made the world and said that it was good. Before Adam and Eve sinned, the world was at peace. Eden 
was the perfect place that God created for the apex of His creation—human beings—to live and flourish. It 
was a world without the presence of sin, but with the presence of free moral agents. Adam and Eve would 
not have been free if God did not allow them to choose evil. Thus, moral freedom makes evil possible. Evil 
entered the world through a choice that man made, and it spreads through the world through continued 
choices. Our broken hearts bear witness to this. However, God is doing something about evil. 

> HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GALATIANS 5:16-26. 

How does God’s Spirit help us war against our sinful nature and restrain evil? 

How would you define the term “sinful nature” in your own words (v. 16)? In contrast, what does 
walking (or living) by the Spirit mean?

What characterizes a life guided by the sinful nature? By the Spirit?

How does the fruit of the Spirit in verses 22-26 compare to the works of the flesh mentioned in 
verses 19-21?

We are to live out the desires of the Spirit under the leadership of the Spirit with the evidence of the Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit leads us to do what God wants, not what our sinful nature wants. The imperative “walk” is a 
Hebrew expression for “live,” with the idea of conduct or lifestyle. Its tense conveys continuous action. The 
phrase “by the Spirit” can be rendered “in the Spirit”—in the sphere the Spirit governs. To keep on living in 
the Spirit is to continually live by His power—to go where He goes.

Paul called for the Galatian believers to follow the Spirit’s leadership and to avoid destructive attitudes and 
behavior (see 5:25-26). The Spirit’s presence in our lives gives us the power we need to live out our faith. 
He replaces those sinful works with His fruit, and as a result we’re able to love and serve others rather than 
ourselves.

Read Revelation 21:3-4. What will God do to evil eventually? How does this give us hope in the 
present? 
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Read Ephesians 2:3-5. How is the gospel the cure to the problem of evil? 

The gospel teaches us that a day is coming when all evil will be eradicated from the world. The gospel 
teaches that evil was dealt a decisive blow at the cross where Jesus suffered for all the evil that will ever be 
done. He suffered at God’s hand so that we could be forgiven for the evil that we do. Because of that, God 
will deliver all who love Jesus to a perfect new heaven and earth that is free from the sting of death and the 
problem of evil. 

APPLICATION

One of the points Dr. Koukl made was that God has given us the ability, through His Spirit, to 
restrain evil. What are you doing to restrain the evil in your heart? How are you growing in this 
ability?

He also noted that three institutions—church, government, and family—also exist (in part) to 
restrain evil. How can you be actively involved in shaping the world through your participation in 
each of these? 

Remember, the message we heard on Sunday isn’t so that you can win a debate, but so you 
can win souls to Jesus. How does what we heard prepare you to better share the gospel with 
someone? 

PRAY

Praise God for sending His Son to die at the hands of evil men and be risen on the third day in victory over 
sin and death. Ask that He would help us to actively strive against the evil in our hearts and in the world 
through the power of His Spirit and His work in the church.

MEMORIZE

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men, because all sinned. – Romans 5:12

Table For Two Daily Devotionals are also available to guide you in your time with the Lord. Sign up for daily 
emails at 121cc.com/TableForTwo or view on the 121 App.
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COMMENTARY

GENESIS 2:15-17

After the wide-angle lens of chapter 1 comes the close-up view of humankind in God’s creation. Some Bible 
students treat Genesis 2 as a second creation narrative. Others see this chapter as a continuation of Genesis 
1, with a closer focus on humankind. Whatever the answer as to how and when these chapters were written, 
Genesis 2 provides a more focused view of God and human beings in relationship.

People are God’s finest creation. The writer of Genesis underlined that fact. He described the “hands on” way 
God created the first man using a word that describes a potter creating a vessel. Then God breathed His own 
breath into the man (2:7). Finally, God provided a garden for His special creation that included vegetation 
pleasant to the eye and to the tongue. God made human senses and planted a garden that appealed to 
them. God even provided work as a way to keep in touch with the bounty of creation.

Work involves rewards. God provided food for His human creation. Apparently the man was free to take and 
eat as he desired. The extent of God’s provision in Eden is a reminder of the extent of His bounty available 
today. That bounty is still present. Though many people today are malnourished or starving, experts tell us 
the earth can support the billions of people alive. God’s provision in creation is not miserly. He has given 
enough for all.

GALATIANS 5:16-23

5:16. The phrase “so I say” alerts the Galatian readers that Paul was about to make an important point. His 
following instructions are designed to combat the selfish behaviors and abuses prominent in the Galatian 
fellowship (v. 15). The verb translated “live” literally means “walk.” It refers to journeying through life. Paul 
commonly used the term to designate daily conduct or lifestyle. Along the pathway of life, the Spirit’s 
guidance and power can help Christians avoid the self-destructive tendencies of the sinful nature. Paul 
followed his command with a promise: Ordering our lives according to the Spirit’s guidance will prevent 
believers from ever carrying out the desire of the “flesh.” In the context of Galatians 5:16, the term “flesh” 
refers to people’s lower nature. Coupled with the word for “flesh,” the term for “desire” conveys the sense of 
craving what is evil. Consistently living in the Spirit would enable believers to overcome sin’s pull, which the 
law could not do.

5:17. Every Christian is a walking civil war. Flesh and Spirit are in perpetual conflict; they are diametrically 
opposed to each other and vie for dominance in believers’ lives. What the flesh desires is antagonistic to 
what the Spirit desires for Christians. The language is that of unrelenting warfare for control of believers’ 
lives. The Spirit strives to prevent believers from giving in to evil; the flesh tries to thwart the Spirit’s work.

5:18. Paul emphasized that active cooperation with the Spirit and constant reliance on His power would 
enable the Galatian believers to experience freedom instead of bondage. If they consistently followed 
the Spirit’s leadership, they would not be under the law. Paul’s words indicate he was following up on his 
emphasis of not misusing Christian freedom and elaborating on how to use it properly (see vv. 13-15). The 
Judaizers contended that obeying the law enables people to overcome their base desires; yet Paul knew 
from experience that the law was powerless to suppress people’s lower nature (see Rom. 7:7-8,14-25). Paul 
maintained strongly that only following the Spirit’s guidance could enable people to overcome evil and 
experience the freedom of grace. The inner struggle between believers’ old nature and the Spirit would 
continue, but following the Spirit’s leading—walking behind Him—would empower them to be victorious.

5:19. Paul spelled out the results of acting on “the desires of the flesh” (v. 16). He cataloged the works of 
the flesh. The word “works” refers to what issues from living in the flesh—people’s lower natures. Paul 
stated these works are apparent. Paul used 15 Greek words and one catchall term to present characteristic 
activities of people who are outside God’s kingdom and devoid of the Spirit’s leadership. All the impulses 
or drives Paul included are potentially good, but the base nature seeks to distort and pervert them. Paul 
began listing what the flesh produces by naming three sexual sins. Sexual immorality was epidemic and 
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commonly accepted in the Galatian believers’ environment. They were bombarded with temptations to 
revert to their former immoral lifestyles. Paul emphasized that sexual sins issue from our sinful nature’s 
aggression in its warfare with the Spirit.

5:20a. Paul next addressed works of the flesh in the religious realm. The word “idolatry” referred primarily to 
worshiping pagan gods—false gods that people fashioned. Such worship often included sexual immorality. 
Broadly defined, idols are anything or anyone (including themselves) that people put in God’s rightful place 
in their lives. Following the Spirit’s leadership inspires life-giving, life-sustaining worship of God. Following 
the lower nature’s impulses results in false, powerless religion.

5:20b-21. Paul’s third category of the flesh’s works related to people’s interactions. Significantly, he listed 
sinful attitudes, equating them with sinful acts. In so doing, he listed hatreds first. The Greek word means 
“hostilities” and has the idea of personal animosities. With the phrase and “anything similar,” Paul lumped 
other obvious works of the flesh with those he had listed. He again gave the Galatians advance warning: 
People with lifestyles characterized by the works of the flesh will not inherit God’s kingdom. Inherit means 
“to share in.” The kingdom of God is His rule, the sphere of His grace. The tense of the word practice conveys 
habitual performance. People who consistently perform the works of the flesh are not following the Spirit 
and indeed are not Christians.

5:22-23. Paul contrasted the fruit of the Spirit to the works of the flesh. The word “fruit” refers to virtues 
only the Spirit can cultivate and bring to full growth in believers’ lives. Human nature apart from God can 
perform works; only the Spirit can produce fruit. For purposes of study, we can place the virtues in three 
groups: Christian, social, and personal conduct. The first three virtues in the cluster of the fruit of the Spirit 
show that only God can generate and maintain His desired harvest in the lives of believers. The second 
group of virtues in the cluster of Spirit-produced fruit pertains to believers’ relationships with others—their 
social virtues. The third group of virtues is made up of qualities that believers exhibit in personal conduct. 
Where the fruit of the Spirit is present, no law is necessary. One purpose of the law was to prevent evil, but 
Spirit-empowered Christians not only fulfill the law in principle but go far beyond what it requires. The 
presence of the fruit of the Spirit removes the need for the law’s restraints.


