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2017 Charlottesville City Council Candidate Interview 
Candidate: John Edward Hall (Independent) 

On November 7, 2017, voters in the City of Charlottesville go to the polls to elect their 
representatives to two seats on the Charlottesville City Council.  This recording is Brian 
Wheeler’s September 21, 2017 interview with John Edward Hall (I).  Other candidates in 
this race include: Heather Hill (D); Kenneth Wayne Jackson (I); Amy Laufer (D); Paul 
Long (I); and Nikuyah Walker (I). 

The audio of this interview and complete election coverage is available on the 
Charlottesville Tomorrow website: 
http://www.cvilletomorrow.org/topics/city_elections/ 

INTERVIEW 

Mr. Hall, thank you for participating in this interview with Charlottesville 
Tomorrow.  The complete audio recording and written transcript for this interview 
will be available online.   

Information from this interview will be used in the compilation of the non-partisan 
voter guide being produced by Charlottesville Tomorrow.  Charlottesville 
Tomorrow does not endorse any candidates and our goal is to provide 
information to the public so they can make an informed vote on issues primarily 
related to land use, transportation, public education and community design.   

As you are aware, the first two questions you will be asked have been provided in 
advance, for the others you have been provided only the topic in advance.  All 
City Council candidates will be asked the same questions.  We ask that you keep 
these questions confidential until all candidates have been interviewed.   

Each candidate will be provided an opportunity to review the excerpts selected 
for the voter guide before its publication.  Are you ready to start? 

http://www.cvilletomorrow.org/topics/city_elections/
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1. QUALIFICATIONS: Please describe your past experience that qualifies you to 
be on Charlottesville City Council?  

I haven't been as well qualified as most, but I can say that I was vice president of 
the Beta Beta Beta biology honor society at Texas A&M University while I was in 
school there. I served as President, I think, of one of my classes, when I was 
growing up and put in school. I think it was either fifth or sixth grade, and from 
that background of information I knew that someday there might be another 
opportunity. So that's what I have to say about that. 

2. PRIORITIES: What is your top priority for action by the City Council if you are 
elected?  

Well it's to help with public works. Our streets need sidewalks and paving. 
Infrastructure and transportation is currently at eight to thirty-five percent of 
expenses in our budget. 

3. BUDGET (BOTH REVENUES & EXPENSES): Name both a revenue item and an 
expense item in the city budget that you are concerned about and tell us why.  

I've not seen the budget so it's really hard for me to comment. 

4. RACE RELATIONS: If elected, what will you do to help our community move 
forward in the aftermath of this past summer’s violent demonstrations and 
how will you seek to best represent and effectively serve our economically 
and racially diverse communities? 

I think it's good to promote the tenets of the 2013 Comprehensive Plan. In that 
Comprehensive Plan is a lot of the information on how to best run the city and 
best approach our economically and racially diverse communities. We have been 
a community of healing now since the problems we had this past summer.  I think 
since we are working towards that and healing more every day we can come 
along and promote further healing while we are striving to understand each other 
in our racially diverse community.  

5. CITY-COUNTY-UVA RELATIONS: City, county and UVA officials meet regularly 
to discuss issues of mutual interest as part of the Planning and Coordination 
Council or PACC. What is one specific area of cooperation involving the 
university that you would like to see addressed? 

I would like to see [the city] have more say and maybe a seat on the Board of 
Visitors for a member from the city council, the Board of Visitors of the University 
of Virginia. Likewise, have the Board of Visitors send a person to the city council 
meetings and maybe have a seat along with city councillors in a mutually 
orchestrated program of going forward together. 
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6. CITY-COUNTY RELATIONS: While there are many areas of city-county 
cooperation such as water and sewer services, schools, the airport and the 
regional jail, there is currently tension over issues that range from bikes at the 
Ragged Mountain Natural Area, the subject of a lawsuit, to the future location 
of Albemarle’s court facilities.  What do you attribute this tension to and what 
will you do to promote mutually beneficial relations? 

I think we have, the old saying goes, too many chiefs and not enough Indians. A 
lot of times things get done and people want to take credit for it and we don't 
really get around to working together constructively. 

7. OPERATIONS OF THE COUNCIL & CITY MANAGER: What would you like to 
see changed about the way City Council and the City Manager do business 
both at its meetings and outside the public eye? 

Let me just say that the city manager serves as the chief administrative officer for 
the city translating city council priorities and priorities into action for the 
community. I don't think that you need to break what works. And I think Maurice 
Jones, the city manager, has been doing a pretty good job. He's gotten a lot of 
flak over the problems we've had this past summer. I don't think that's totally his 
fault. I think he deserves to be given a second chance. To make mistakes, we all 
do that because we're human. Just go back and move forward, looking for a 
bright future, we will all be better off. 

8. TRANSPORTATION: What is your top transportation priority and how will it be 
funded? 

I would expand the of the CAT system, Charlottesville Area Transit along the 
Route 29 corridor to the airport including Hollymead.  

I’m not sure how it would be funded other than, if necessary, looking carefully at 
the budget. Outside of that you know I think we've gotten a tax increase that we 
could allocate some funds to [transit]. I think they would be very important. We 
already have a good infrastructure, the bus system does a good job. Right now 
it’s just getting it further along. We have the Route 29 express that’s also in place 
that goes up to Hollymead right now on an experimental basis. So its not talking 
about a lot of extra funds I just can’t put a figure on it right at this time because I 
haven’t been privy to that information. 

9. JOBS: What specifically should city council do to promote employment and 
what type of jobs will be your priority? 

I like to see white collar workers. More programs put together to benefit white 
collar work, and blue collar jobs in the Woolen Mills neighborhood where there’s 
some industry going on. I think we need more industry in Charlottesville. 
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10. AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Do you support the redevelopment of 
Charlottesville’s public housing sites and Friendship Court to create vibrant 
mixed-income and mixed-use neighborhoods without displacement of existing 
residents? Why or why not? 

Yes, because it will be a good way to expand the tax base. And also there are, if 
I am right about the location of this neighborhood, it would give good inroads to 
the Downtown Mall which would lead to further business growth for the different 
are business owners on the Downtown Mall. 

CLOSING: John Edward Hall, thank you for participating in this interview with 
Charlottesville Tomorrow. 
 


