
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
October 19, 2015 

6:00 p.m.   Closed session as provided by Section 2.2-3712 of the Virginia Code  
Second Floor Conference Room (CRHA Board Interviews; Boards and Commissions Appointments,
City Manager Review, Acquisition of utility easement along McIntire Road) 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting

CALL TO ORDER  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL 

Council Chambers 

AWARDS/RECOGNITIONS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

VML Award; Gold Status for HEAL; EPA WaterSense Partner of the Year 

MATTERS BY THE PUBLIC Public comment permitted for the first 12 speakers who sign up before the meeting (limit 3 minutes per 
speaker) and at the end of the meeting on any item, provided that a public hearing is not planned or 
has not previously been held on the matter. 

COUNCIL RESPONSE TO MATTERS BY THE PUBLIC

1. CONSENT AGENDA* (Items removed from consent agenda will be considered at the end of the regular agenda.) 

a. Minutes for October 5
b. APPROPRIATION: Virginia Juvenile Community Crime Control Act Grant (VJCCCA) – $452,704  

      (2nd of 2 readings) 
c. APPROPRIATION: Adult Drug Treatment Court Grant Award – $205,000 (2nd of 2 readings) 
d. APPROPRIATION: State Criminal Alien Assistance Program 2015 Grant – $7,697 (2nd of 2 readings) 
e. APPROPRIATION: Charlottesville Area Transit FY2016 Grants – $480,486 (2nd of 2 readings) 
f. APPROPRIATION: Runaway Emergency Shelter Program Grant – $212,000 (1st of 2 readings) 
g. RESOLUTION: Sidewalk Waiver Request for 219 Lankford Avenue (1st of 1 reading) 
h. RESOLUTION: Initiate ZTA for Microbreweries (1st of 1 reading) 
i. RESOLUTION: VDOT Transportation Alternative Program Grant Application for Water Street Shared Use 

      Path (1st of 1 reading) 
j. ORDINANCE: Short Term Rental Tax amendment (2nd of 2 readings) 
k. ORDINANCE: Increase Limit of Maximum Financial Worth for Rent Relief Program (2nd of 2 readings) 
l. ORDINANCE: Franchise Agreement with Intellifiber (formerly Dominion Telecom) (2nd of 2 readings) 

2. PUBLIC HEARING /
RESOLUTION*

McGuffey Art Center Lease (1st of 2 readings) 

3. PUBLIC HEARING /
ORDINANCE*

Specimen Tree Designation in McIntire Park (1st of 2 readings) 

4. PUBLIC HEARING /
ORDINANCE*

Ragged Mountain Natural Area Rules of Use (2nd of 2 readings) 

5. PUBLIC HEARING /
ORDINANCE*

Easement to RWSA for Water Line in Towe Park (1st of 2 readings) 

6. RESOLUTION* Market Plaza Utility Agreement between City and CEDA (1st of 1 reading) 

7. RESOLUTION* Market Plaza Lease for City Market (1st of 1 reading) 

8. ORDINANCE* Sale of City Property at 200 2nd Street SW (Market Plaza) (2nd of 2 readings) 

9. ORDINANCE* Development Code Changes for Application Review Process (2nd of 2 readings) 

10. REPORT ONLY Solar Energy (written report only; no verbal presentation) 

OTHER BUSINESS 
MATTERS BY THE PUBLIC 
COUNCIL RESPONSE TO MATTERS BY THE PUBLIC 

*ACTION NEEDED

Persons with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations by contacting ada@charlottesville.org or (434)970-3182. 



CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

Agenda Date: October 5, 2015 

Action Required: Ordinance 

Presenter: Brian Daly, Parks and Recreation Department Director 

Staff Contacts:  Craig Brown, City Attorney 
Brian Daly, Parks and Recreation Department Director 

Title: Proposed Ordinance - Ragged Mountain Natural Area Rules of Use 

Background:   
Ragged Mountain Natural Area (RMNA) is a water supply property owned by the City since the 
1800’s with water related operations being managed by the Rivanna Water and Sewer Authority. 
With the reopening of RMNA last year there is a great desire upon the part of the community to 
allow certain activities at RMNA that were ‘prohibited’ under the arrangement where the Ivy 
Creek Foundation (ICF) managed the property for the City, an arrangement that dates back 
almost 25 years.  Certain activities such as running, walking your dog, or riding a bicycle were 
not permitted under that arrangement, much to the consternation of many during that time.  
During the planning for and the construction of the new dam, we had lengthy discussions with 
the ICF Board regarding their desire or non-desire to continue management responsibilities at 
RMNA.  They ultimately chose to not re-assume those responsibilities and City Parks and 
Recreation has taken on the work of trail building, interacting with RWSA on site issues and 
coordinating extensive volunteer work on the trails..  City P&R will continue the management 
responsibility of the land into the future.  Based on that feedback, we are proposing changes to 
the currently posted rules at RMNA. 

Discussion: 
The Department of Parks and Recreation believes more users can be accommodated at RMNA 
without undue impact to the resources on the site. Staff have engaged the local naturalist 
community to undertake an eco-survey/bio-blitz of the property to identify any special or unique 
habitat or geological areas either to be avoided to ensure protection of the resource, or to be 
brought to people’s attention as environmental educational opportunities along the trails.  The 
results of this study will inform how the Department constructs and maintains any trails or 
amenities such as benches or overlooks. With proper design and management, the area can be 
treated like all other City parks in terms of uses allowed, with the only limitations being related 
to the water supply lake (i.e. no swimming or gasoline motors allowed).  Albemarle County 
Parks and Recreation staff concurs with this proposed ordinance, as indicated in a letter from 
Robert Crickenberger, Director of Parks and Recreation for Albemarle County.  The letter is 
included as Attachment 3. 

Alignment with City Council’s Vision and Strategic Plan: 
The proposed rule changes support the City Council’s “Green City” and “America’s Healthiest 



City” visions.   
Charlottesville City Council Vision 2025: A Green City : 

"Charlottesville citizens live in a community with a vibrant urban forest, tree-lined streets, and lush green 
neighborhoods. We have an extensive natural trail system, along with healthy rivers and streams. We have clean air 
and water, we emphasize recycling and reuse, and we minimize stormwater runoff. Our homes and buildings are 
sustainably designed and energy efficient."  

 
America’s Healthiest City 

All residents have access to high-quality health care services. We have a community-wide commitment to personal 
fitness and wellness, and all residents enjoy our outstanding recreational facilities, walking trails, and safe routes to 
schools. We have a strong support system in place. Our emergency response system is among the nation’s best. 

 
Community Engagement: 
In November 2014, staff held a community engagement meeting that was very well attended, as 
well as accepted comments via phone and email, and the overwhelming desire centered around 
several activities: 
 

• Permitting trail running 
• Permitting dogs to be on leash 
• Permitting biking 
• Creating shared use trails 
• Identifying areas for trails that are predominately for mountain biking, or just hiking, 

separated from the remaining trails 
• Consistent application of rules across the park system as Ragged Mountain is considered 

a park by the large majority of the community 
 
We as a staff agree with these positions advocated by the community and believe it is important 
that our rules be applied consistently across the system.  We do not prohibit running, dogs or 
bicycles anywhere else in the park system and we feel that Ragged Mountain should operate in 
the same manner. 
 
Budgetary Impact:  
This report has no impact on the General Fund.   
 
Recommendation:   
Staff recommends approval of the ordinance to enact rules of use at Ragged Mountain Natural Area 
to allow bicycles, jogging, and on-leash dogs. 
 
Attachments:    
 
Attachment 1 – Proposed Ordinance – Ragged Mountain Natural Area Rules of Use 
Attachment 2 - Comments received at public meeting and via email/phone 
Attachment 3 – Letter from Albemarle County Parks and Recreation staff 
 
 



AN ORDINANCE 
TO ADD A NEW ARTICLE III, SECTIONS 18-21 THROUGH 18-27,  

TO CHAPTER 18 (PARKS AND RECREATION) 
OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE, 1990, AS AMENDED, 

ENTITLED RAGGED MOUNTAIN NATURAL AREA RULES OF USE  
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Charlottesville, Virginia, that Chapter 18 

(Parks and Recreation) of the Charlottesville City Code, 1990, as amended, is hereby amended and 

reordained to add a new Article III (Ragged Mountain Natural Area Rules of Use), Sections 18-21 

through 18-27, to Chapter 18, which Article shall read as follows: 

ARTICLE III.  RAGGED MOUNTAIN NATURAL AREA RULES OF USE 

Sec. 18-21.  Authority. 

 This Article is enacted pursuant to the authority set forth in Virginia Code sections 15.2-1725 and 

15.2-2109. 

Sec. 18-22.  Purpose. 

 The purpose of this Article is to establish reasonable rules and regulations that permit certain 

recreational uses and activities at the Ragged Mountain Natural Area, while insuring the preservation and 

protection of the Ragged Mountain Reservoir public water supply and the surrounding habitat. 

Sec. 18-23.  Definition.  

 As used herein the term “Ragged Mountain Natural Area” or “Natural Area” includes the Ragged 

Mountain Reservoir and the surrounding City-owned real property identified in County of Albemarle 

Real Property Tax Assessment records as Parcel ID: 07500-00-00-00100, which parcel is shown on 

County Tax Maps 59, 74 and 75.  The City Department of Parks and Recreation shall maintain on file and 

available for inspection a map or maps of the boundaries of the Ragged Mountain Natural Area. 

Sec. 18-24.  Authorized activities. 

 The following activities are permitted in the Ragged Mountain Natural Area: 

 (a)  Hiking and jogging on designated trails, picnicking and birdwatching; 

 (b)  Dog walking, provided that dogs shall be kept on a leash and under control at all times, and 

that the person having care or custody of a dog shall remove any feces of such dog promptly from the 

Natural Area and dispose of it in a sanitary manner; 

 (c)  Bicycling on designated trails; 

 (d)  Kayaking, canoeing, and boating on the Reservoir; the use of electric motors is permitted, but 

gasoline marine motors are prohibited, except when used by the Rivanna Water and Sewer Authority 

employees, agents, and contractors for purposes related to the maintenance or surveillance of the dam and 

the water supply; and, 

 (e)  Fishing that is conducted in compliance with all state regulations and licensing requirements.     

 



 
 

Sec. 18-25.  Prohibited activities.  

 Any activity not expressly permitted by this Article is prohibited within the Ragged Mountain 

Natural Area.  These prohibited activities include, but are not limited to: 

 (a)  Trapping, hunting, or the discharge of firearms; 

 (b)  Camping or remaining in the Natural Area after sunset; 

 (c)  Swimming or diving in the Ragged Mountain Reservoir; 

 (d)  Setting, maintaining or allowing any fire; 

 (e)  Consumption of alcoholic beverages; 

 (f)  Horse riding, except when authorized by special permit issued through the City Department of 

Parks and Recreation; 

 (g)  Using motor vehicles except on roads paved or improved for vehicular traffic and in 

designated parking areas; provided that the prohibition of motor vehicles shall not apply to approved 

ADA mobility assistance devices; 

 (h)  Accessing the Reservoir’s auxiliary spillway; 

 (i)  Storing boats or other personal property at the Natural Area; allowing motor vehicles to 

remain in the parking area after sunset; or mooring boats on the Reservoir;  

 (j)  Littering or leaving trash or refuse in the Natural Area; and, 

 (k)  The transporting or releasing of wildlife or the disturbance of nests or nesting sites.  

Sec. 18-26.  Natural Area Hours.  

 It shall be unlawful for any person to enter or remain on the premises of the Ragged Mountain 

Natural Area between sunset and 7:00 a.m. without the express written permission of the Director of the 

City Department of Parks and Recreation.  Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be 

guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor.      

Sec. 18-27.  Management, enforcement and penalties.  

 (a)  The Director of the City Department of Parks and Recreation, or his or her designee, shall be 

responsible for the maintenance and management of the Ragged Mountain Natural Area, for the 

enforcement of the provisions of this Article, for posting appropriate signage at the Natural Area, and for 

adopting ancillary operating rules and regulations, if necessary, for the Natural Area that are not 

inconsistent with this Article.  

 (b)  The City Manager or the Director of the City Department of Parks of Recreation or their 

respective designee may, after a hearing, prohibit any person from using the Ragged Mountain Natural 

Area for a reasonable period of time due to a serious or repeated violation of the provisions of this Article. 

 (c)  It shall be unlawful for any person to violate the provisions of this Article governing the use 

of the Ragged Mountain Natural Area.  Except as expressly provided in section 18-26, any person 

violating any of the provisions of this Article shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor, or as such 

violations may otherwise be punishable under state law.   



ATTACHMENT 2 
Ragged Mountain Rules of Use 
Public Input November 2014 

(via email and phone) 
 
Please take the time to consider allowing trail runners and mountain bikers to enjoy the beauty 
of the Ragged Mountain Natural Area trails.  Trail Runners are a responsible user group and put 
no more impact on the trails than hikers.  While Mountain biking does increase erosion the 
trail work done by local mountain bike groups far exceeds any impact. 
******************************************************************************
****** 
I wanted to take this opportunity to let you know that I oppose the no running rule at 
Ragged Mountain. I understand that we all want peace and tranquility, and can 
understand no vehicular traffic, like no mountain biking. But that foot traffic is limited to 
slow foot traffic is over reaching. What if I jog slower than you walk? Is speed walking 
allowed?  
******************************************************************************
****** 
I am strongly in favor of a rule change that would allow jogging on the Ragged Mountain Natural 
Area trails. As I recall, the rationale to disallow jogging was to prohibit anything that might 
disrupt the ambience, but I disagree with the idea that running on the trails would do so. Indeed, 
my experience suggests very strongly that trail runners in the community are most respectful and 
care very deeply about the natural resources in Charlottesville. It is my sincere hope that the 
beautiful trails there will be opened up for joggers/runners to enjoy! 
******************************************************************************
****** 
I am strongly in favor of a rule change that would allow jogging on the Ragged Mountain Natural Area 
trails. I understand the rationale to disallow jogging is to prohibit anything that might disrupt the ambience, 
but I disagree with the idea that running on the trails would do so.  
******************************************************************************
****** 
I have been a resident of the area for 18 years, and 3 years ago I started trail running, 
during that period I have seen more bear and other wildlife during trail 
running activities than in my previous 15 years as a hiker and trail walker.  I even saw a 
bald eagle while running the Old Mills Trail two weeks ago. It is my sincere hope 
that the beautiful trails there will be opened up for joggers/runners to enjoy! 
******************************************************************************
****** 
I am a 63-year-old retiree who moved to Charlottesville six years ago.  Like many others, my 
family and I chose C-ville because it seemed to be a progressive community just far away from 
DC that we could enjoy nature as well as the amenities of a larger city.  
As the recent selection of Charlottesville as the nation's second fittest small city (after Boulder) 
demonstrates, much of that attraction stems from the availability of pleasant areas to run.  After 
retirement, trail running has become an important part of my life.  Unfortunately, right-of-way 
issues have made the Rivanna Trail less and less attractive for jogging, necessitating long drives 
to the Appalachian Trail to find real nature to run in. 
Allowing jogging in the Ragged Mountain Natural Area would help ameliorate this situation 
(which would only get worse with the construction of the new 29 by-pass) and attract more 
families as well as businesses to this area.  I find the running community in this area to be 
extremely responsible guardians of natural areas who often volunteer to maintain the natural 



areas we still have. 
I hope you will remove the restriction of jogging in the RMNA.  Thanks for listening. 
******************************************************************************
****** 
The Charlottesville Mountain Bike Community supports multi-use trails AND trails for hikers 
only. Ragged Mountain is a prime spot for an evolved use eco-system to include both. I believe 
CAMBC is in support of this position and will commit resources to trail maintenance. 

Hoping for a green light on mountain biking in the Ragged Mtn area. 
******************************************************************************
****** 
Congratulations to the City on finishing up all of the important utility and landscaping work at 
the Ragged Mountain Natural Area (RMNA).  And congratulations to the City for taking on the 
important work of manager of RMNA. 
  
My family loves the outdoors and all of the trail systems throughout Charlottesville and in the 
region.  RMNA's re-opening is something we're very excited about and have been looking 
forward to ever since it closed for work to begin on the reservoir. 
  
One small change we would like for the Ivy Creek Foundation, City of Charlottesville and 
community at large to consider with the re-opening of RMNA is to allow running on it's trails.  
As a "trail runner", a person who moved his family to Charlottesville because of running, and 
someone who volunteers on the local trails, nothing could be better and more appropriate 
than to allow residents the opportunity for exercise and soul searching on such beautiful land.  
For runners and outdoors-people connecting with the land and grounding oneself through the 
simple act of running through nature is an important daily regime and a necessary freedom.  It 
truly makes us better people.  And running on trails keeps us off busy roads which keeps 
everyone safer. 
  
Most folks I know who enjoy running usually just run from their door.  RMNA is not exactly in 
everyone's backyard.  Opening up to RMNA to runners would not unleash any sort of floodgate 
(pardon the pun) of runners on the land.  It would however make RMNA even more of a 
destination for those runners who choose to make the extra effort to get there and enjoy the 
trails and landscape.  It would also promote additional awareness of RMNA which 
will encourage and influence volunteerism. 
******************************************************************************
****** 
I will be out of town tomorrow during the forum, but I would like to throw my weight behind 
allowing runners and mountain bikers at the ragged Mountain trails. 

******************************************************************************
****** 
I am strongly in favor of a rule change that would allow jogging on the Ragged Mountain Natural Area 
trails. As I recall, the rationale to disallow jogging was to prohibit anything that might disrupt the 
ambience, but I disagree with the idea that running on the trails would do so. Indeed, my experience 
suggests very strongly that trail runners in the community are most respectful and care very deeply 
about the natural resources in Charlottesville. It is my sincere hope that the beautiful trails there will be 
opened up for joggers/runners to enjoy! 
 



Public health is an important issue and it seems foolish and shortsighted to limit opportunities for 
exercise, especially when it combines the added aesthetic value of being in the natural environment. I 
really see no adverse effects caused by those who simply move a little faster on two feet. Thanks for 
considering. 
******************************************************************************
****** 
I would like to present a very strong and positive argument for allowing trail running at the 
Ragged Mountain Natural Area as you are reassessing the use policy for these trails.   
The existing “No Jogging” policy has puzzled and frustrated our local trail running community 
since its inception, yet it has been respected.  The idea that people running on the trails would in 
anyway cause more trail damage or frighten more wildlife than hikers and walkers does not hold 
truth or make sense.  Though I can appreciate the desire to have regulations that keep Ragged 
Mountain Natural Area pristine and wild, broadly limiting trail use to a large group of trail-loving 
people is actually counterproductive to this mission.  I feel it is important to hear this feedback 
from trail runners themselves, as we are the only ones who can give realistic feedback on how 
trail running impacts trails and the natural areas they course through.  The following are some 
points I feel are important for the Parks Department to consider: 

• Trail runners are some of the best trail stewards.  We seek the trails for their beauty and 
wilderness and it is self-serving to keep them this way.  The Charlottesville Area Trail 
Runners is a large, active group of environmentally-conscious people who regularly 
volunteer trail maintenance both as individuals and as a group.  Allowing trail running at 
the RMNA will dramatically increase your volunteer pool and ultimately lead to far better 
trail maintenance over time.  The more groups you can involve in trail maintenance and 
“ownership”, the better. 

• Trail runners do not frighten or disturb wildlife anymore than hikers, and arguably are 
less disturbing.  Trail running is almost always slow running, not at some aggressive, fast 
pace.  As runners pass by wildlife, they are gone quicker and are often quieter than hikers. 
 Our trail running community regularly runs through designated wilderness areas in 
Shenandoah National Park and regularly have encounters with deer, bears, birds, and 
other wildlife.  These encounters are brief and non-stressful to the wildlife as it is almost 
apparent to them that our focus is getting down the trail, vs. stopping and watching them. 
 If trail running were truly disturbing to wildlife, it would likely be illegal in these most 
pristine designated wilderness areas. 

• Trail running is no more damaging to trails than hiking.  Trails need maintenance simply 
because they are trails and as such are prone to erosion, however the speed at which a 
person is traveling makes no difference on the amount of erosion a trail is prone to.  This 
again is a point where including a larger group of trail users will increase your volunteer 
pool for trail maintenance, which is the heart and soul of any good trail maintenance 
system. 

• Trail and wilderness access should be an important part of the City of Charlottesville’s 
governmental mission.  This benefits our citizens, it benefits our tourism, and it benefits 
the trail systems themselves.  The City’s ownership of the RMNA needs to be handled 
with strong consideration to how this can best benefit its citizens.  The downsides of 
mountain biking and horses in a wilderness area are more clear and understandable. 
 Pardon my presumption, but a “no jogging” policy was clearly conceived by someone 
who never has been trail running and for some reason has an uninformed, negative view 
of this activity’s impact.  Policies should always have a reason and a purpose, and this no 
jogging policy has neither. 



Thank you for your time and consideration, and for holding the meeting to get other people’s 
input.  Please contact me with any questions you may have. 
******************************************************************************
****** 
i have lived in charlottesville for 27 years.  prior to the dam's renovation i was reluctant to use the 
ragged mountain natural area because i could not take my dogs.  the lame reason we dog-owners were 
given was that somehow the dogs disrupted the nature area.  now that the renovations have devastated 
this wonderful area i think it is time to reconsider this policy.  the area would see much more use if dogs 
were allowed.  the previous excuse does not hold water (pun intended) now that the area has been 
completely changed. 
 
in addition, the city should consider allowing non-motorized boating use of the reservoir.  there really is 
no place in town that allows for safe, convenient kayaking and canoeing.  this would be an ideal spot for 
that. 
 
lastly, i hope that the rwsa/city/county hope to rebuild the walking trails to encircle the new reservoir.  it 
would be ideal if these trails stretched the length of reservoir road and connected to the RTF and O-Hill 
trails through foxhaven farm. 
******************************************************************************
****** 
I am strongly in favor of a rule change that would allow jogging on the Ragged Mountain Natural Area 
trails. As I recall, the rationale to disallow jogging was to prohibit anything that might disrupt the ambience, 
but I disagree with the idea that running on the trails would do so. Indeed, my experience suggests very 
strongly that trail runners in the community are most respectful and care very deeply about the natural 
resources in Charlottesville. It is my sincere hope that the beautiful trails there will be opened up for 
joggers/runners to enjoy! 
******************************************************************************
****** 
I wanted to express my big desire for the city to open up the Ragged Mountain Reservoir trails to 
running. We have an active trail running community here in Charlottesville and are proud of the 
existing trails on the RT, Fox Mountain, O-Hill, and Carter Mountain/Secluded Farms. Opening 
up Ragged Mountain Reservoir would help tie together the RT and Fox Mountain with 
outstanding, peaceful, and beautiful running trails farther down Reservoir Rd. Meanwhile, 
Charlottesville trail runners are great caretakers of trails and the surrounding environs, so we 
would be a net positive contributor to keeping the Ragged Mountain Reservoir area special. 
Please consider opening the trails to running! 
******************************************************************************
****** 
I am writing in regards to the current prohibition of runners/joggers on the trails of the 
Ragged Mountain Natural Area. I am strongly in favor of these current rules to be changed. I've 
been told that the rationale behind this was to prevent disruption to wildlife and erosion; 
however, I disagree that running on the trails would do either of these things. I may travel the 
trails slightly faster than my hiking counterparts, but that does not, in any way cause more of a 
disruption to wildlife or erosion. In addition, my experience suggests that runners in the 
community are respectful of the trails and care deeply about the natural resources in 
Charlottesville. I hope that you will strongly consider amending the current rules of the trail at 
the Ragged Mountain Natural Area as to allow runners.  
 I am also strongly in favor of a rule change that would allow jogging on the Ragged Mountain 
Natural Area trails. As I recall, the rationale to disallow jogging was to prohibit anything that 
might disrupt the wildlife and erode the trail; however, I disagree with the idea that running on 
the trails would create more erosion than hiking.  Indeed, my experience suggests very strongly 



that trail runners in the community are most respectful and care very deeply about the natural 
resources in Charlottesville. It is my sincere hope that the beautiful trails there will be opened up 
for joggers/runners to enjoy! 
 
I am thrilled that this area is open again. I live nearby, and for years I ran on these trails before it 
closed. I'm very happy to be back out there again "walking swiftly" on the new trails. 
I realize that running is discouraged in this area, but I hope to see this rule officially removed. 
Runners have a far lower impact on the trail system than anyone else out there. As for physical 
impact, trailrunners usually where lighter footwear and tread much more lightly so that we can 
quickly adapt to changes in balance, compared to hikers who stomp down boots or other heavy 
footwear with every step. As for noise level, a lone trail runner is much quieter than a group of 5 
children or even a group of two adults talking with each other. Even when running in pairs, 
usually one runner will be quite far ahead of the other runner as a safety precaution - if one 
runner slips or falls, the other runner won't trip over the person in front of them. These trails are 
technical as running trails go, and it's best to keep a safe distance, which probably means out of 
earshot, and thus, no talking. 
Let's talk practical matters for a moment. It's nearly impossible to enforce the 'no running' rule. If 
you officially removed that rule from the books, you probably won't have any more people 
running on the trails than you already do now with the rule in place. The upside of removing this 
rule is that there's a club of trailrunners here who work diligently to maintain other running-
friendly trails in town that you can tap into for trail work. A good number of us have spent many 
hours out on the Rivanna Trail doing maintenance, weeding, etc. By removing the 'no running' 
rule, you'll have a large workforce of very athletic trail enthusiasts ready to whip these trails into 
shape. By keeping it, you're not really going to cut down on the number of people running the 
trails anyway. 
I, for one, am extremely happy that this area is open again, and am excited to be out not running, 
but "walking swiftly" on the trails. I'm happy to work on the trails as my schedule allows, even if 
you don't rescind the 'no running' rule. This is a great resource for the area and I'm looking 
forward to having the trail system complete again. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I am unable to come but I hope you retain the no-dogs rule. 
Plenty of other parks for dogs and dog walkers as it is more disturbing of nature regardless of 
whether or not dog is on leash.  If you take a vote or make a decision based on who makes the 
most noise, dogs will win every time.  Please consider doing the right thing regardless and take a 
look at Ivy Creek’s statements for further elucidation on this. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
Would like to see a change to allow dogs on leashes.  
******************************************************************************
*** 
 
Thank you for allowing public comment regarding trail access at Ragged Mountain.  My 
comments as a local citizen, park and trail user, Charlottesville Area Mountain Bike Club 
President, are: 
What's CAMBC's position?  Our position is simple: 

• Shared use is the way to go:  there is ample space, and a long history of co-existance of all users 
in our area. 



• We support the development of hiker only loops and trails.  We recognize that some users want 
quiet solitude and totally respect that.  These trails, however, should not make up the majority 
of the system;  they should be discreet loops to special places like overlooks, peninsulas into 
the lake, etc.  Restricted use trails should be the exception, not the norm. 

• We will commit significant CAMBC resources to trail construction and maintenance.  After all, 
many these trails will all be essentially from scratch, giving us the opportunity to build beautiful, 
sustainable, non-eroding ribbons of trail! 

• We are a consensus and community building organization. We want access for all of our citizens, 
which gets more kids and adults outside, leading to a happier and a healthier community.  We 
work with all of our partners! 

Simply put, the share-use plan results in a better park!  It results in better trail design (we have significant 
trail design and construction experience, and access to trail design professionals).  It results in more 
people from the City, County, and UVA having access to this amazing landscape.  Lastly, shared use does 
not, in any way, detract from an experience of someone seeking solitude.  There is plenty to go around at 
Ragged Mountain! 
I look forward to the meeting, and look forward to working with the City for years to come as we develop 
an access program on this amazing landscape! 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I am contacting you to share my interest in having the trails at Ragged Mountain be opened for multi-
purpose use.  Both my wife Anne Pike and I, David Pike, believe this would be a wonderful opportunity 
for more city residents of all kinds to enjoy more wonderful trails accessible right here in Charlottesville.  
Charlottesville obviously has a thriving outdoor population, and to open up these trails for multi-purpose 
use would be a great step in supporting that community.  If there is anything we can do to help this 
become a reality, please let us know. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
Thank you for soliciting input on Ragged Mountain Natural Area.  I am unable to attend the meeting at 
City Space tonight, so would like to offer a few comments via email. 
 
When the Ivy Creek Foundation established the Ragged Mountain Natural Area in the mid/late 90's, our 
focus was to preserve the land as a "natural area" and not a park (I was president of ICF then).   Primary 
concern was the protection of plant and wildlife species, while allowing public access via hiking trails - for 
quiet enjoyment, and fishing access.  To that end, pets, bikes, jogging, roads, timber cutting, etc. were 
prohibited (as is the case at Ivy Creek Natural Area).  We were up-front about all that with the City, 
County, and Water Authority from the outset, and all approvals were granted with those conditions 
being the policy.   
 
The nature of the area has now changed, dramatically, but it has always been the Ivy Creek Foundation's 
hope that the property would remain a natural area.  I understand that there is intense pressure for 
more "active" recreational opportunities (especially for biking and pet access), but I do hope that you will 
consider the tremendous volunteer effort on the part of the ICF to win approval, raise funds, construct 
trails, and build the parking lot -  all based on the premise that the property would remain a natural area, 
and sanctuary for the flora and fauna that inhabit it.  Bikes, pets, and the more active recreational 
activities are not conducive to natural area status.  ICF's intention was always for hiking and passive 
enjoyment only. 
 
Thank you again for seeking public input on the area. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
  I’m not sure what the plans for the trails for Ragged Mtn might be, but I have one comment that 
is important to me.  I first started running around the reservoir in 1986, long before any formal 
trails existed.  At the time this often required some cross-country work in some sections.  It was a 



wonderful run.  I was deeply saddened when posted rules went up that said running was no 
longer allowed.  Did this mean I had to tell my daughters they could not run for short distances? 
It certainly seemed like a rather capricious rule and I have never encountered such a rule on any 
other trail anywhere in the United States (I have hiked and run all 50 states) or anywhere else in 
the world.  In a community that loves to run and stay and shape banning running in a public area 
just seems odd.  Please do not bring this rule back.  Hikers and runners are able to share the trail 
in 99.9999% of the other trails without incident. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I fully support the view that the trails should be shared use  

to benefit the most people while also protecting the land  
as detailed in the letter from the Charlottesville Area Mountain Bike Club (CAMBC), the 
Charlottesville Area Trail Runners (CAT), and the Rivanna Trails Foundation (RTF). 
Thank you for opening this up for public comment before taking action.   
******************************************************************************
*** 
I am writing you to express my opinion on designating Ragged Mountain Natural Area as a 
shared use trail system. 
 
I am a member of the Charlottesville Area Mountain Biking Club, CAMBC, and enjoy the local 
trail system both as a hiker and a mountain biker. I moved here from Florida 4 years ago and I 
was impressed at the shared use trails in the area. The trails are well maintained, all trail users are 
courteous and very rarely do I see any trash or damage to the trails, people really care about the 
trails here! 
Please designate the Ragged Mountain Natural Area as a shared use trail system! 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I am not sure that I can make it to the public forum at City Space tomorrow, so I just wanted to express 
my thoughts as a Charlottesville citizen for > 13 years. 
 
I am excited to see the Ragged Mountain property change management from Ivy Creek Foundation. 
 
Mainly because the shared use trails policy in the city and the county encourages more use of 
recreational trails such as RTF, Preddy Creek, Walnut Creek,  and every  other trail in the county and city. 
  
 
The current policy of shared use works everywhere in the region without conflict and should be adopted 
at Ragged Mountain now that there is new management with a different trail use mission. 
 
I am a hiker, trail runner, mountain biker, paddler; and father of a son who I try to teach to appreciate 
the trails we have here in town and that includes hiking and cycling. 
 
Thanks for all your efforts  
******************************************************************************
*** 
Mr. Brian Daly 
City of Charlottesville Parks and Recreation Department 
501 East Main Street 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
 
Dear Mr. Daly, 



 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the user access changes to the 
Ragged Mountain Natural Area. This letter contains the official comments of the 
International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA). 
 
Founded in 1988, IMBA leads national and worldwide mountain bicycling communities 
through a network of 80,000 individual supporters, 600 dealer members, and over 150 
local Chapters. IMBA teaches sustainable trail building techniques and has become a 
leader in trail design, construction, and maintenance. IMBA encourages responsible 
riding, volunteer trail work, and cooperation among trail user groups and land 
managers. Each year, IMBA members and supporting organizations conduct nearly one 
million hours of volunteer trail stewardship on 
America’s public lands and are some of the best assistants to federal, state, and local 
land managers. Our local chapter, Charlottesville Area Mountain Bike Club (CAMBC), 
has proven that they are committed to these same goals and practices. 
 
IMBA would like to express our support for a shared-use, non-motorized, human-
powered recreational trail system in the Ragged Mountain Natural Area. We believe 
that this type of shared use management encourages cooperation among diverse user 
groups and creates a unified trail stewardship community. CAMBC has proven that this 
is the case by partnering with several local user groups to advocate for sustainable 
shared-use trails in the Ragged Mountain Natural Area. 
 
IMBA and it’s local chapter, CAMBC, welcome the opportunity to work with the city 
parks and recreation department to create a constructive partnership that will enhance 
the trail user experience in the Ragged Mountain Natural Area. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I would like to be able to jog on the trail. 
Also, I don't love pets, but would like them to be permitted, as well. We always look for places 
we can go on a family hike/walk when my parents are in town inclusive of my sister's dog. It's a 
shame there are regulations and Ragged Mountain is out, as its beautiful and most convenient. 
We've settled with an out and back of a Rivanna segment for this. 
However - it has been interesting discussing the possible reasons for the regulations and we're 
open to being convinced of environmental concerns or otherwise that explain the rules. If they 
stay - please post the reasons why! 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I am unable to attend the meeting tonight, but wanted to offer the following comments regarding 
trail access at Ragged Mountain. 
First and foremost, I appreciate the City's ongoing efforts and hard work establishing a great trail 
system in our community. 
With regard to the Ragged Mtn. area, I believe that shared use is the best and most highly valued 
use of the area.  We are lucky to have good relationships between hikers, mountain bikers, and 
other trail users in the community, and that relationship can and should carry on at Ragged Mtn. 
Further, by allowing shared use, including mountain biking, the City and other interested parties 
will benefit from CAMBC's resources and volunteer base in developing well designed, 
sustainable trails that all can use and enjoy.  CAMBC and the RTF have collaborated on several 
trail projects with great success, and we would love to build on that relationship at Ragged Mtn. 
Thank you for the opportunity to be heard on the future of trails at Ragged Mountain. 
******************************************************************************
*** 



To City of Charlottesville, Parks and Recreation and City Council, 
 I want to go on record as a strong advocate that trails at the Ragged Mountain Reservoir area 
and surrounding City owned lands be immediately opened up to “shared use”.  Shared use 
would include, but not limited to, use by some, any, or all of the following groups: 

• Hikers and walkers  

• Joggers and runners  

• Bicyclists and similar non-motorized human-powered recreational vehicles  

• Dog walkers  

• Equestrians  

• Parents with strollers and family groups 

Please note that I am not opposed to some restricted use trails that may allow only hiking and 
walking for those who are seeking a quiet respite and/or bird watching or similar activity that 
could be interrupted by those engaging in more active pursuits.  However, such restricted trails 
should be the exception, and not the norm, and should be planned in such a way as to allow 
shared use activity to be allowed in the area while also providing a buffer of natural fauna that 
allows quiet and solitude on the restricted use trails. 
 Furthermore, I also suggest that the City owned lands surrounding Ragged Mountain Reservoir 
be considered for a park-like recreational facility whereby the reservoir itself is used for non-
polluting recreational purposes.  These activities would include, but not limited to, use for any 
or all of the following activities (subject to limits to protect water quality): 

• Non-motorized boating, canoeing, kayaking, stand-up paddle boarding, and similar 
“paddle sports”  

• Fishing  

• Diving  

• Swimming 

We all recognize that non-motorized outdoor pursuits as listed in this letter are beneficial to 
the health and well being of the populace.  Furthermore, trail amenities are an enhancement 
to the community and recent surveys indicate that trails are the number one facility requested 
by the public.  Not only do trails encourage more users to participate in healthy pursuits (if you 
build it they will come), but they have been shown in numerous studies to increase land and 
property values in the vicinity, and they create a more livable community in general.  The 
proximity of the Ragged Mountain area to Downtown Charlottesville, only a short run, bike 
ride, or drive from the City proper, increases the likelihood that shared use trails in this area, 
and/or a shared use recreational area, will be very popular and a considerable enhancement to 
the recreational opportunities and the overall livability for all citizens of Charlottesville.  All of 
these benefits to the City and its citizens cannot be realized under the current restricted use 
that has been designated at Ragged Mountain by the previous management policies.  Thus it is 
to the betterment of all citizens that the City adopt and immediately implement a shared use 
policy for the Ragged Mountain Reservoir area. 
 Thank you in advance for your consideration of my opinions. 
******************************************************************************
*** 



I writing in support with this email of mountain biking in the ragged mountain natural area.  As a 
member of CAMBC I know that we as a community of mountain bikers, trail users/maintainers I 
know that the ragged mountain natural area will flourish by our constant attention to trail upkeep, 
constant responsible use and constant advocates of outdoor utilization of our parks and 
recreational facilities.  I also know that CAMBC has always shown itself as an asset to 
Albemarle and even surrounding counties with our trail advocacy, awareness and upkeep. 
Please consider opening the trails to mountain bikers so we can enjoy the natural area for years of 
symbiotic use and enjoyment. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I can't attend the meeting tonight, but appreciate the opportunity to offer the following comments regarding 
trail access at Ragged Mountain. 
I've recently had a close personal friend and the incumbent Mayor of Riverside CA visit here and he was 
blown away by the City's trails:  accessibility, on-going maintenance, and usage by multiple and varying 
user groups.  His positive feedback was a benchmark for me (especially since Riverside is a progressive 
major city known for its outdoor access).  I love this city and his comments made me so very appreciative 
of this City's ongoing efforts and the hard work that leaders have invested to establish a great trail system 
in our community. 
With regard to the Ragged Mountain area, I believe that shared use is the best and most highly valued 
approach to trail and usage development.  We are lucky to have good relationships between hikers, 
mountain bikers, and other trail users in the community, and that relationship can and should carry on at 
Ragged Mountain. 
Further, by allowing shared use, including mountain biking, the City and other interested parties will benefit 
from CAMBC's resources and volunteer base in developing well designed, sustainable trails that all can 
use and enjoy.   The Preddy Creek Trail system and the RTF are both a reflection of this great 
collaboration.  CAMBC and the RTF have collaborated on several trail projects with great success, and we 
would love to further that relationship at Ragged Mountain. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
Please add my name to the list of people supporting CAMBC's position regarding shared use trails in the 
Ragged Mtn Reservoir area.  Thanks.     (Comment submitted by 28 different people) 
******************************************************************************
*** 
We know having dogs  is good for people, they live healthier lives but there is no park facility besides 
Riverview Pk. that legally allows you to walk your dog off leash.    Because it is a paved trail bikes can be a 
hazzard, silent and speeding..   Without restricting other users of the Ragged Mt.Trailis, I suggest dogs under 
voice control be allowed to walk….think health citizenry here, paying taxes longer, their dogs off leash in the 
trails.  
******************************************************************************
*** 
As a Charlottesville resident and frequent mountain biker, I would like to add my support for the 
initiative to open up the Ragged Mountain Natural Area trails for shared use – as outlined by the 
Charlottesville Area Mountain Bike Club (quoted below).  

• Shared use is the way to go:  there is ample space, and a long history of co-existance of 
all users in our area. 

• We support the development of hiker only loops and trails.  We recognize that some users 
want quiet solitude and totally respect that.  These trails, however, should not make up 
the majority of the system;  they should be discreet loops to special places like overlooks, 
peninsulas into the lake, etc.  Restricted use trails should be the exception, not the norm. 

• We will commit significant CAMBC resources to trail construction and maintenance.  
After all, many these trails will all be essentially from scratch, giving us the opportunity 
to build beautiful, sustainable, non-eroding ribbons of trail! 



• We are a consensus and community building organization. We want access for all of our 
citizens, which gets more kids and adults outside, leading to a happier and a healthier 
community.  We work with all of our partners! 

******************************************************************************
*** 
As a local business owner involved extensively in bicycle and multisport, I fully support multi use trails at 
the ragged mtn reservoir. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I would like to offer my unequivocal support for mountain bike access to some of the trails at Ragged 
Mountain.  I am complete agreement with the letter jointly signed by CAMBSC,  the RTF, and the CAT.  
Joint use is the way to go!  
******************************************************************************
*** 
I'm writing in support of CAMBC's position on shared use of the Ragged Mountain Reservoir 
property. I support shared use trails and am confident CAMBC's trail work will make this a win win. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I believe the trail system access will further increase cycling opportunities for residents of the area and in 
doing such provide health and well being benefits.  Additional access will lead to increases in ridership, 
cycling participation, fitness and more in the community.   
 
Additionally central Virginia will become known as destination for those interested in cycling and trail 
access.  Not only will theses folks be interested in visiting but also in relocating to the area.  In doing such 
they will bring in career and business opportunities.  Growth in cycling will lead to business growth and 
thus employment opportunities for business such as ours as well 
 
Blue Ridge Cyclery is a locally owned independent bicycle dealer providing sales, service and rentals.  We 
employee 12 employees and offer health are, paid time off, and a great work to life balance for our staff. 
 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I just wanted to chime in w/ everyone and say that I support multi-use at Ragged. Some hiker 
only trails are okay but please make them an exception and not the norm.  An example might be 
an in & out (as opposed to part of a loop) that goes to a spot on the lake or a view.  The in & out 
would be easier to manage and less desirable for cyclist to use. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I was unable to attend the meeting at City Space last night concerning the future of the trails at 
Ragged Mountain and other potential adjacent properties, however I wanted to take a moment to 
share a few thoughts and comments.  I'm a member of the Charlottesville Area Mountain Bike 
Club and I was a part of the trail building efforts at Preddy Creek Trails Park.  It is my hope and 
desire that the Ragged Mountain properties can be developed in a similar manner as the Preddy 
Creek property, giving access to a more inclusive and diverse group of trail users. 
  
I've used the Preddy Creek property in multiple capacities, as a mountain biker, hiker, jogger, 
bird watcher/photographer, and from my experience I've seen all of the groups coexist very well.  
I'm sure there are people that would like to maintain the Ragged Mountain property as a 
hiker/birdwatcher only area, however I feel that this unnecessarily excludes other groups from 
utilizing the trails. 
  



As the City moves forward with this property please consider the trail building expertise and 
volunteer hours that CAMBC brings to the table.  I look forward to being involved with the 
future development and utilization of this great property! 
  
Thanks for the great work that Parks and Rec department does to provide the outdoor facilities 
for this area! 
******************************************************************************
*** 
thanks for the meeting last night.  I'm very encouraged by the generally unanimous support for 
multi-use trails in the park. 

1. I believe the Ragged Mountain should be considered a park, not a wilderness site.  I'm 
supportive of sensitivity to wildlife, but given its proximity to neighborhoods, and by a 
highway that can be heard from over 1/2 of the park, I'd rather not be significantly 
restricted by wildlife protection at the expense of access to trails, and the number of 
trails.  I don't believe you need more parking, or playgrounds etc. 

2. I support multi-use trails.  The sooner we can allow this, the better. 

3. I'm fine with dogs, but fully support treating dogs with the "go slow" approach. 

How soon can we take down the "no biking" sign at the upper parking lot by the entrance to the 
old fire road? 

I like the idea of several networks of trails, with connectors, and spurs to the interesting views 
and features in the area (like boulders/rockpiles).  This makes it more fun for families to go with 
a destination in the park, rather than only providing a trail to walk around the lake. 

I love the wood carvings of the trapper and bear at significant trail junctions.   

I love the current trail as its laid out.  Great sight lines and views. 

Again, thanks for having the meeting last night.  What can I do to have a decision on multi-use 
access happen as soon as possible.  Do we have to wait until next year? 
******************************************************************************
*** 
my two cents is that Ragged Mountain should be maintained as a passive use recreational park.  
There is no need for additional facilities or improvements.  I think people should be able to walk, 
run, bike, or even ride horses on the trails.  When I first moved here and saw the restriction that 
you could not RUN out there it struck me as the weirdest trail use limitation I had ever seen. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I would like to weigh in on behalf of mixed use trails at the Ragged Mountain Natural Area.  I strongly 
support the building of mixed use, bike, running and walking trails along with single use walking trails.   
I enjoy quiet solitude on hikes as well as mountain biking opportunities.  I have volunteered with CAMBC 
and will continue to do so to help develop the local trails system.  Including groups like CAMBC, CAT and 
RTF will increase use of the area bringing additional people out to help with trails so more people can 
use this beautiful resource. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I'd like comment on the recreational plan for the "new" Ragged Mountain natural area.  As an 
avid mountain biker, trail runner and hiker, I am excited for the potential to significantly increase 
the available trails right here in town. Previously, Ragged Mountain was our favorite place to 



hike with the kids. While I hope that continues, I'd love to see the user-base expanded to include 
ALL trail users.  I can appreciate the need for hiking-only trails, and completely support them.  
However, given the expansive land area and varied terrain, I believe that there is room for 
everyone to enjoy this gem. In my experience here and in other towns, shared use trails 
encourage people to get out and enjoy the outdoors.  They bring together differing user-groups, 
and encourage community involvement. 
I thank you for considering public input. We've seen the success of shared-use trails throughout 
Charlottesville and Albemarle County.  The addition of Ragged Mountain can only add to that 
success and further boost Charlottesville's reputation as an outdoor-loving community. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
One of the things that makes Charlottesville special is our unique sense of Community, and the 
socially responsible notion that public space should indeed be public and open to a diverse set 
of user groups.    
 For the first time in my career, we recently tore down a building at UVA and built back green 
space and a public use park. This is indicative of our town and what make separates us from 
the average cities. 
 Ragged Mountain is a special piece of publically owned property and it would be 
counterproductive, and in fact, socially irresponsible to build amenities that cater to  one small 
group, when a far greater number of constituents can be satisfied by multi-use trails.  
 This is a turning point. Move forward or take a step backwards.   
******************************************************************************
*** 
As a citizen of Charlottesville and a board member of the Charlottesville Area 
Mountain Bike Club (CAMBC), I am writing to support shared use trails at Ragged 
Mt.  I believe that done thoughtfully, shared use at Ragged Mt would be provide a 
great benefit to the residents the City.  Although there are many urban and 
neighborhood trails in the City which are connected by the Rivanna Trail, there are no 
large parks where all users can enjoy a natural environment.  Ragged Mt is a unique 
piece of property in the City that if managed well could fulfill this need and at the 
same time preserve the biology and the natural beauty of the land.    Currently, any 
user other than hikers must drive a fair distance to enjoy local natural areas.  The 
closest are Preddy Creek and Walnut Creek, which are each a 30 minute car ride.  This 
distance can be prohibitive and is a barrier to many City residents. 
 
I encourage the City to consider welcoming all user groups to thoughtfully enjoy the 
natural beauty of the Ragged Mt property.  
******************************************************************************
*** 
As a local mountain biker and trail user, I welcome the discussion of modifying the trail use 
restrictions at the Ragged Mountain Natural Area. I fully support CAMBC's position of creating 
a network of multi-use (hiker, biker, runner, equestrian) trails at the Ragged Mountain Reservoir. 
There is ample space at this site and there is a long history of co-existence of trail users without 
conflict on Charlottesville/Albemarle public trails, e.g. Rivanna trail, Walnut Creek Park, etc. I 
also support the idea of creating dedicated hiker only loops and trails; however, these should be 
the exception of the trail network, not the norm. Despite not being a dog owner myself, I believe 
that dogs should have access to area also, with a dedicated midweek off leash day. 
As a CAMBC member, I plan to volunteer my time to support the creation and maintenance of 



these multi-use trails. I see these trail as an excellent chance to continue Charlottesville's goal of 
increasing the number of trail users and engaging the populace in healthy outdoor activities. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
I support CAMBCs position to make shared use trails at Ragged Mountain. 

I think it would add value to the area and build up Charlottesville's reputation as a bike friendly 
city and make it a destination for mountain bikers.  

I also feel there is a need for specific use trails. Hiking only trails, for example, for those who 
want to relax and not be bothered by bikes or horses.  

Biking only trails can also provide great value to the community. Cities across America, from 
Seattle to Philadelphia, have seen overwhelming success and community involvement in parks 
where the city and local riding clubs come together and create fun biking trails. These types of 
trails also bring tourists who spend money at local businesses and help support the community.  

Creating a combination of shared and specific use trails on Ragged Mountain would be a 
valuable investment and make the city of Charlottesville an even better place to live and visit.  
******************************************************************************
*** 
I understand that the management is changing with the trail system as the dam work concludes, 
and I welcome trails that would include cycling trails. I am an active member of the 
Charlottesville Albemarle Mountain Bike Club and volunteer multiple times each year for 
trailwork, clearing, and building at local parks including Chris Greene, Walnut Creek, and 
Preddy Creek. 

I would like to have additional trails at Ragged Mountain that are open to cycling, running, 
hiking, and other mixed uses. There are two adults and one school-aged child in my family, and 
we all like to ride local trails and assist in the creation and maintenance of our local trail network. 
I think Ragged Mountain would benefit from trails that are open to all. 

******************************************************************************
*** 
Please consider opening Ragged Mountain Natural Area to runners and mountain bikers.  This 
park could make some vital connections in trails and improve our outdoor recreation and green 
space. 
******************************************************************************
*** 
Hi I wanted to express my desire for trails to be developed in the Ragged Mountain 
Natural Area.  I am an avid mountain biker and am hopeful that mountain biking-specific 
trails can be developed there.  I believe that the mountain biking community would be 
willing to develop and maintain the trails.   
 Mountain biking is a healthy activity and having trails available makes the area more 
livable and provides a higher quality of life.  My experience has been that mountain 
bikers are a respectful group of people who want to see the environment cared for and 
protected. 
 Thank you for the opportunity to share my opinion.   
******************************************************************************
*** 
Camp Holiday Trails provides the following comments: 



•         We hope to have access to some trails for our horse program – both for trail riding 
with campers and also to keep our horses conditioned.  Right now, our Camp is open 
year-round, however the riding program is June – August only. 
  
•         We hope for a dogs on vs. off leash rule – given proximity of trails to our camper 
population. 

  
•         We agree that the mt biking community has been a strong supporter of shared-use, 
and has helped maintain trails.  We do want a distinction between bike use and bike 
racing and prefer the prior.  We also know the mt. bike community has been eyeing (and 
at times using) culverts and trails on our property to extend their rides from the Ragged 
Mt trails and hope for some clear signage and policy to ensure more neighborly practices. 
  
•         We also wish to see strong wildlife protection practices in terms of trail and water 
use. 
  
•         We welcome a boat launch and pavilion AND please, please, please consider SOON 
a compost or other toilet at the Dam upper parking area (and lower if possible) as users 
come into Camp seeking a bathroom. 

  
 



ATTACHMENT 3

COUNTY OF ALBEMARLE 
Parks & Recreation Department 

401 Mcintire Road 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902 

Telephone (434) 296-5844 
FAX (434) 293-0299 

September 10, 2015 

Mr. Brian Daly, Director 
Charlottesville Parks and Recreation Department 
P. 0, Box 911 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 

Dear Brian, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter and this letter serves as support 
to the newly proposed rules of use by the Charlottesville Parks and Recreation Department 
at Ragged Mountain Natural Area. 

The orientation at Ragged Mountain has now changed and the proposed changes, which I 
understand are citizen driven are those that are consistent with other public parks, not 
only in Albemarle County Parks but parks across Virginia. These much needed recreation 
opportunities speak to the needs and desires of all ages within our community. 

Our experience over the years in working with community stakeholders in park and trail 
design and development, has demonstrated a keen and enthusiastic interest toward 
opportunities as what's being proposed, and I strongly encourage serious consideration of 
the proposed rules of use that will allow Ragged Mountain Natural Area to function as a 
public park. 

obert W, Crickenberger 
irector 

RWC:tp 
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