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Charlottesville has set the goal of being a green city.  There have been some wonderful initiatives in this 

regard such as Solarize Charlottesville and the new Energize Competition.  However, environmental 

thinking is still not part of the everyday decision making.   

PESTICIDES AND CHEMICALS 

CITY OWNED LOCATIONS – On November 17, 2014, the City of Charlottesville’s Department of Parks and 

Recreation proposed an Organic Landscape Management Plan which includes a reduction in pesticide 

use.  Unfortunately, it was not adopted when City Council choose to address the issue on April 20th, 

2015.   

The proposed Organic Landscape Management Plan used a three tiered approach which used:  non-

chemical means (cultural or mechanical methods); then minimum risk chemical (organic); and finally 

synthetic pesticides.  Exemptions could be used for things such as:  public health emergencies (bees, 

wasps and hornets); termite or other insurance related pest control; and invasive species. 

The adopted IPM Strategy is nothing more than a statement of current practice.  It makes no 

improvements for the reduction of chemicals on public land and areas where children play. 

 “By their very nature, most pesticides create some risk of harm to humans, animals, or the 

environment because they are designed to kill or otherwise adversely affect living organisms.” - 

(EPA) 

“Research indicates that children are more sensitive to toxic substances as their bodies are 

growing & developing.  Children take in more pesticides relative to body weight than adults & 

are less able to detoxify toxic chemicals.” – EPA 

ON PRIVATE PROPERTY – When chemicals are applied on private property, neighbors should be given 
advance notice in order to take precautions to avoid exposure.  Chemicals sprayed on private property 
can migrate to adjoining properties.  Sometimes they are directly applied to adjoining properties by 
spraying into the air.  Neighbors should be given notice of the application of pesticides.  This will allow 
people to make the choice to keep their children and pets inside to avoid contamination.  This should be 
part of City Council’s legislative agenda. 

The EPA has established that lawn pesticides applied outdoors migrate indoors via pets 
and people's shoes.  This increased the pesticide load in household indoor dust as much 
as 400-fold.  Pesticides can persist for years inside the home where they do not degrade 
from exposure to sunlight or rain. 



BUILDINGS 

CITY OWNED – The City of Charlottesville should be setting a good example by using environmental 

principles from start to finish for their new construction.  The building planned for McIntire Park is 

situated in such a way that it will get very little natural light and would not be able to use solar energy 

collection technology.  We need to include environmental design in the early stages of project planning. 

PRIVATE PROPERTY – There are still homes in Charlottesville that don’t have any attic insulation.  Often 

they are rentals where the property owner has no incentive to install insulation because they don’t pay 

the utilities.  We should institute a voluntary program to address these needs. 

LOCAL BUSINESS 

As City Councilor, I will do everything I can to support and encourage local businesses.  Not only is it 

good for economic vitality but it also benefits the environment.   

Transportation has a high energy cost and enormous impact on the environment.  Local production of 

goods and services significantly reduces the amount of energy consumed by decreasing the travel 

distance for both the consumer and the supplier.  In turn, this benefits everyone through improvements 

to air and water quality. 

CONCLUSION: 

On the surface, Charlottesville is a green city with lots of parkland and active citizens who care about 

their environment.  However, the decision making apparatus doesn’t consider environmental impact 

early enough in the process for it to become integrated into projects.  Environmental considerations 

should be a part of every City Council decision.  Environmental impacts should be identified on every city 

council agenda item in the same way as budgetary impact or community engagement. 

We need a proactive approach that goes beyond mere compliance with state and federal regulations.  

We need a fundamental shift in our approach so that the environment is more than an afterthought.  It 

must to be integrated early in decision making. 

I will be the City Councilor who makes this a priority, who asks about environmental impacts and who 

ensures that we are at the forefront in protecting the environment for future generations.  

  


