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Executive Summary 

Trump National Golf Club, 

Charlottesville 

Introduction 

 

In early 2011, Trump purchased the former Kluge Estate out of bankruptcy. Prior to Trump’s 

involvement, this incredible 1,205-acre property had seen years of public fighting involving 

numerous banks, family members, attorneys and a tremendous amount of litigation.  A property, 

noted as one the finest in the world, had been broken up and left in pieces.  After many acquisitions 

and tireless efforts, Trump was able to reassemble and breathe life back into Virginia’s largest 

vineyard. These efforts combined with tremendous capital investment, have allowed this 

magnificent property to exceed its former glory and become one of the ultimate wine destinations in 

America. 

 

The wine speaks for itself.  In May 2013, Trump winery received a 91-point rating from Wine 

Enthusiast for the Sp Reserve making it Virginia’s highest rated wine in history and the number one 

rated wine on the East Coast.   Trump wines have also received numerous gold medals at the 

nation’s top wine competitions, most recently winning two gold medals at the San Francisco 

International Wine Competition in June 2013. Moreover, the winery was awarded top honors for Sp 

Blanc de Blanc, winning “best of sparkling” at the Jefferson Cup Invitational in 2012 and had wines 

included in the ‘Governor’s Case’ (Top 12 Virginia wines throughout the state) in 2012 and 2013. 

In sum, through Trump’s massive investment, Trump Winery has demonstrated that Virginia wines 

are fierce competitors with the finest wines anywhere.  Among others accomplishments, Trump 

Winery alone contributes approximately $31.5M to the state’s economy (figure from the VA Wine 

Marketing Office FY 2013) --- tremendous achievements from an asset that just two years ago was 

in bankruptcy and a state of disrepair; we hope that this will not be overlooked. 

 

Our Vision  

 

As a family, Trump prides themselves on having the finest properties around the world. It is their 

vision to enhance Trump Winery with a world-class golf destination to be known as Trump 

National Golf Club, Charlottesville. Similar to the way in which Trump revitalized Trump Winery, 

they have done time and time again, around the world with numerous golf assets. Trump has built 

and owns twenty-two world-class golf courses, including Trump International Scotland, often 

regarded as the number one golf course in the world, Trump National Golf Club, Los Angeles rated 

“The #1 Course in the State of California” and “Top 100 Courses” by Golf Digest, Trump National 

Golf Club, Westchester rated “The Best Course in Westchester County and Connecticut,” Trump 

National Golf Club, Bedminster rated “The Best Course of the Millennium” by Golf Magazine.  In 

this process, Trump has been mindful of the environment, winning various awards and even writing 

the “Best Management Practices Manual” with the state of Virginia when acquiring Trump National 

Golf Club, Washington D.C., in Loudoun County.    
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Trump National Golf Club, Charlottesville is by far the best and most environmentally friendly use 

of the property.  The project has significant advantages over alternative uses that could be 

undertaken on the property as a matter of right. One of these uses includes subdividing a large 

portion into housing or agriculture, both of which cause soil erosion, are detrimental to wildlife, 

diminish the property’s aesthetic, use significantly more water and chemicals, and would be 

detrimental to adjacent properties.  

 Of the 1,205 acres total, the golf course will include only approximately 65 acres of planted 

and irrigated tee areas, fairways, greens, and practice area. 

 The project involves restoring and further developing a world-class golf course, previously 

designed by Arnold Palmer and implemented by John Kluge. The topographic contours of 

the previously constructed golf course are still clearly visible and are easily identified.   

 There is no need for any additional structures on the property.  Albemarle House works 

perfectly for the purposes of the project and would include a small pro shop in the house and 

food service facility located within the existing commercial kitchen in the house.  

 Lastly, a Traffic Study, submitted with the Special Use Permit Application, found that the 

golf course will not cause the capacity of the existing roads to be exceeded. This extensive 

study clearly shows that there will be no material increase to traffic relating to the addition 

of Trump National Golf Club, Charlottesville.    

 

Conservation & Environment 

 

Approximately 216 acres of the Property are subject to the terms of a conservation easement held 

by the Virginia Outdoor Foundation (“VOF”).  Of that, only a very small portion of the golf course 

will be on land held under easement by VOF.  Irrespective, the VOF easement expressly permits 

“commercial seasonal outdoor activities,” including a golf course. Trump successfully operates 

world-class golf courses with similar restrictions to those set forth in the VOF easement and has 

won incredible environmental awards and recognition for their work. Trump has the same goals as 

the VOF. They use native grasses and exercise minimal disturbance to create a diverse and healthy 

habitat.  

 Trump National Golf Club, Charlottesville will be implemented in a manner that is 

consistent with the terms of the VOF easement. 

 The Project will play a significant role in the management of water, aiding in the conservation 

and preservation of water resources.  The existing well and irrigation system serving the 

project has been evaluated in an engineering study and will be sufficient to serve the needs 

of the project.   

 Only a small portion of the project’s land use is under conversation easement. 

 There will be significant environmental improvements made across the board. 

 The condition, appearance, and maintenance of the land will be a significant improvement 

over the current condition. 

 

Economic Benefits & Job Creation  

 

Trump National Golf Club, Charlottesville is consistent with the Albemarle County Comprehensive 
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Plan and the Albemarle County Rural Area Plan (the “ACRAP”), the objective of which is to 

“support rural land owners whose main objective is the conservation of rural land not necessarily in 

agricultural or commercial forestal production.” An objective for alternative uses under the ACRAP 

is to permit rural landowners to have income producing land uses that will offset financial pressure 

to subdivide their land but that are consistent with the guiding principles regarding rural character 

and resource protection. The project would generate revenue to enable conservation of its rural land 

in a manner consistent with this objective, as well as to support its present agricultural production 

and winery on adjacent land.   Moreover, it would protect the land from housing development, 

which can be done by right. 

 

On January 30, 2013, a Joint Memorandum to Albemarle County and the City of Charlottesville 

concerning joint planning stated that Albemarle County would “[e]ncourage low-impact 

development techniques and practices through land development regulations, education, and 

incentives. The golf course will provide such low-impact development to Albemarle County.The 

project is in harmony with the Albemarle County Economic Vitality Action Plan (the “EVAP”).  

The EVAP has a stated purpose to “provide the local citizenry an improved standard of living and 

enhanced quality of life”.  One of the stated objectives of the EVAP is to promote tourism as a part 

of a comprehensive economic development program that recognizes the importance of the rural 

economy.  This low-impact project promotes tourism by providing a world-class recreational 

opportunity in the context of a rural economy.      

The project will have many positive economic benefits to Albemarle County, which will improve 

the standard of living and quality of life for its citizens: 

 The project will provide an additional 80 or more skilled and semi‐skilled jobs to county 

residents in addition to the 100 or so existing positions provided by Trump Winery. 

 The project will attract tourists from all over the world to Albemarle County. 

 The project will lead to increased property values for surrounding areas. Trump has a proven 

track record of significantly increasing real estate values in areas which they have expanded 

their portfolio of properties. As an example, in Potomac Falls, VA, properties saw a 

significant increase in home values once Trump purchased the former Lowes Island Golf 

Club and transformed it into the world- class Trump National Golf Club, Washington D.C.   

 

The Future 

 

Trump National Golf Club Washington D.C., and, most recently, The Old Post Office on 

Pennsylvania Avenue (soon to become Trump International Hotel, Washington D.C.) are just two 

examples of Trump’s enormous support for the region and their dedication to creating the very best 

properties in the world.  The final stage of creating a truly outstanding destination in Charlottesville, 

Virginia is incorporating a golf course that will be recognized among the finest anywhere.  

 

The passion and attention to detail that Trump plans to dedicate to this incredible project will 

provide significant benefit to the state of Virginia and to Albemarle County. Trump looks forward 

to the opportunity of bring together the finest vineyard and five-star golf course, truly creating an 

unparalled destination which will make the county and local community incredibly proud. 


