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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

 
Cultural Resources, Inc. (CRI) has conducted historic research for the Sammons Cemetery as 
part of the Route 29 Bypass Project, Albemarle County, Virginia on behalf of the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) (VDOT Project No.: 0029-002-844, P101; UPC No.: 
102419; VDHR File No.: 1990-396F).  Prior to the current investigation, the Sammons Cemetery 
had not been previously recorded in the Data Sharing System (DSS), the database for official site 
files maintained by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR).  The project is 
intended to provide the VDOT with a summary of findings of the research undertaken for the 
parcel and a recommendation of National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility for this 
cemetery.   

The Sammons Cemetery is over 50 years of age and dates from c. 1901-1932, based on the dates 
of the marked interments. The approximately 30-x-50-foot cemetery is characterized by the 
presence of four dressed stone monuments, at least four field stone monuments, and several 
additional depressions indicative of possible burials.  The remnants of what appear to be a low 
field stone wall were identified on three sides of the cemetery area and appear to mark its limits.  
It is estimated that between at least eight and 11 interments are located within the cemetery area.  
The detailed background research performed as part of the current project included, but was not 
limited to, deed and probate records, census records, established county histories, as well as 
consultation with the Albemarle Charlottesville Historical Society (ACHS).  Interviews with 
identified family members and other interested parties were also conducted.  A recommendation 
of National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility was also made for the resource based 
upon the data available from archival resources, inspection of the resource, and informant 
interviews with descendants, local historians, and interested parties. 

The following recommendation of NRHP eligibility for the Sammons Cemetery (VDHR #002-
5203), is based on current research to date. Jesse Scott Sammons and Dr. George R. Ferguson 
were influential, locally prominent, and well-respected residents of the Hydraulic Mills/Union 
Ridge area of Albemarle County and Charlottesville, respectively and are important to the 
overall late nineteenth and early twentieth century history of the area.  The evaluation of this 
resource took into consideration not only the criteria set forth in the National Register but also 
the VDHR-defined themes of Education, Medicine, and Funerary (Criterion D only) in the 
VDHR-defined time periods of Reconstruction and Growth (1866-1917) and World War I to 
World War II (1917-1945).  The primary persons associated with the Sammons Cemetery are 
both recognized as having local significance to the Albemarle County area with respect to the 
fields of education and medicine in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

The Code of Federal Regulations section 36 CFR 60 is the regulation that administers the 
National Register of Historic Places. The following evaluation of eligibility takes under 
consideration the regulation as set forth in 36 CFR 60.4.  The cemetery was initially evaluated 
under the standard Criteria A-D as well as Criteria Considerations C and D. According to 36 
CFR 60.4, however, cemeteries shall not be considered eligible unless they meet the standards of 
one of the Criteria Considerations.   

Therefore, the current evaluation of the Sammons Cemetery examines first Criteria 
Considerations C and D followed by the standard Criteria A-D in reference to the Virginia 
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Department of Historic Resources’ defined themes.  Criteria Considerations A, B, E, F, and G 
are considered not applicable for the evaluation of this resource.  The Sammons Cemetery is not 
a religious property as described in Criteria Consideration A, is not a building or structure 
removed from its original location as described in Criteria Consideration B, is not a 
reconstructed building as described in Criteria Consideration E, is not a commemorative property 
as described in Criteria Consideration F, and does not meet the criteria of achieving significance 
within the past 50 years as described in Criteria Consideration G.   

Eligibility Evaluation, Sammons Cemetery (VDHR #002-5203) 

Criteria Considerations C and D.  Criteria Considerations C and D were utilized in the 
evaluation of this resource following the regulations set forth in 36 CFR 60.4.  Criteria 
Considerations A-B and E-G were considered not applicable to this evaluation. 

Criteria Consideration C states that “a birthplace or grave of a historical figure is eligible if the 
person is of outstanding importance and if there is no other appropriate site or building directly 
associated with his or her productive life” (NRHP 1997:32).  Jesse Sammons was certainly well-
known and influential in the community as an educator and promoter of learning in the 
Hydraulic Mills/Union Ridge neighborhood.  However, his work in the field of education does 
not appear to meet the high standards implied by 36 CFR 60 and National Register Bulletin 15.  
While Sammons, in collaboration with other local educators and community leaders, was 
influential in African American education in post-Civil War Virginia, no single accomplishment 
has been identified elevating him to the level of outstanding as implied in the NRHP guidance.   
In addition, the location of the Albemarle Training School (VDHR #002-1135), which was 
constructed on the site of the second Union Ridge Graded School, for which Sammons was 
principal until 1901 is recognized as a connection to Jesse Sammons and his “productive life.” 
Although the school building itself has been transformed the site upon which the second Union 
Ridge Graded School could be considered an appropriate site associated with Sammons’s 
productive life.  Additionally, the Union Ridge Baptist Church where Jesse Sammons was an 
active member and Sunday school teacher (VDHR #002-0364) is a thriving Baptist community 
today.   

Similarly the work of George R. Ferguson in the field of medicine does not appear to meet the 
high standards implied by the NRHP guidance.  While Dr. Ferguson was a successful and 
involved doctor and community leader, participating in a number of activities including the local 
NAACP chapter, his individual accomplishments do not appear to meet the threshold for 
outstanding as implied by the National Register guidance.   Therefore, the Sammons Cemetery is 
not recommended eligible for listing on the NRHP under Criteria Consideration C. 

Criterion Consideration D: Cemeteries states that, “a cemetery is eligible if it derives its primary 
significance from graves of persons of transcendent importance…” (NRHP 1997:34).  According 
to National Register Bulletin 15, the person must have been “of great eminence in their fields of 
endeavor or had a great impact upon the history of their community, state, or nation” to meet the 
definition of “transcendent importance” (NRHP 1997:34).  While Jesse Sammons is the great-
great-great grandson of Elizabeth Hemings (a slave) of Monticello, and a prominent local person 
for his importance as a leader in Albemarle County for the education of African Americans 
during the late nineteenth century, his grave does not represent his life’s work and in itself does 
not meet the level of significance necessary as the grave of a person of transcendent importance 
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in order to be eligible for listing under Consideration D.  Sammons was most certainly influential 
and played an important role in the development of African American initiatives in Hydraulic 
Mills/Union Ridge and the larger African American community in Albemarle County.   

Dr. George Ferguson’s productive life was split between Virginia and Ohio.  While he was a 
respected physician in both states, evidence is scant pertaining to any awarded achievements or 
honors bestowed.  Very little documentation of outstanding work in the medical field was found 
to meet the level of significance necessary as the grave of a person of transcendent importance in 
order to be eligible for listing under Consideration D.   

Both Jesse Scott Sammons and George R. Ferguson were influential and important parts of a 
developing African American community within the Charlottesville – Albemarle County area 
focused on the advancement of education and African American opportunities in the post-Civil 
War era.  However, the lives of both were cut short and therefore the full measure of what their 
contributions might have been during a longer productive life cannot be known.  Therefore, it is 
recommended that the Sammons Cemetery is not eligible for listing under Criteria Consideration 
D.   

Criterion A.  NRHP Criterion A applies to resources that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns in our history.  National Register Bulletin 15 states that “a property must be 
associated with one or more events, important in the defined historic context” (NRHP 1997:12). 
The historical trend of small family cemeteries is common throughout rural areas.   Additionally, 
the guidance set forth in 36 CFR 60.4 indicates that in order to be considered eligible, a cemetery 
must meet the criteria set forth in the Criteria Considerations, and in this case Criteria 
Consideration C or D.  The evaluation of the resource has recommended that the Sammons 
Cemetery does not meet the standards set forth in Criteria Considerations C and D and therefore 
is not recommended eligible under Criterion A.     

Criterion B. NRHP Criterion B applies to properties that “…are associated with persons whose 
specific contributions to history can be identified and documented” (NRHP 1997:14). Like 
Criterion A, in order for a cemetery to be considered eligible under this Criterion, it must be able 
to meet the standards inherent to consideration under Criteria Considerations C and D.  While 
Jesse Sammons is noted as a prominent local person for his importance as a leader in Albemarle 
County for the education of African Americans during the late nineteenth century and in his role 
as the first African American principal of the Union Ridge Graded School prior to his death in 
1901, it does not appear that the individual achievements of Jesse Sammons during his lifetime 
rise to meet the threshold for consideration as outstanding or transcendent.   Similarly the 
achievements of George R. Ferguson. also do not appear to meet the threshold for consideration 
as outstanding or transcendent as implied in the NRHP criteria.   Therefore, the Sammons 
Cemetery is recommended as not individually eligible for listing under Criterion B. 

Criterion C.  Criterion C applies to resources “significant for their physical design or 
construction, including such elements as architecture, landscape architecture, engineering, and 
artwork” (NRHP 1997:17).   To be considered eligible under Criterion C a resource must meet at 
least one of the following requirements: 1) embody distinctive characteristics of a particular type, 
period, or method of construction; 2) represent the work of a master; 3) exhibit high artistic 
value; or 4) as a group represent a significant and distinguishable entity.  It is recommended that 
the Sammons Cemetery is not individually eligible under Criterion C for architectural merit.  
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Although the setting and location appear intact, the grave markers in the cemetery do not exhibit 
a high degree of artistic value or workmanship, are not distinctive of type or time period, do not 
represent the work of a master, and do not, as a group, represent a significant and distinguishable 
entity such as a historic district.   
 
Criterion D. Criterion D is typically utilized for the evaluation of archaeological sites.  However, 
in the case of a cemetery, in which the potential exists for unmarked or previously undocumented 
grave sites, Criterion D is an appropriate measure for evaluation. In addition, the VDHR defined 
Funerary Theme, was also applied.  Criterion D, according to National Register Bulletin 15 
addresses those properties that can only answer questions important to “human history that can 
only be answered by the physical material of cultural resources.”  Resources considered for 
evaluation under Criterion D are typically “properties that have the potential to answer, in whole 
or in part, those types of research questions” (NRHP 1997:21).  Although there are most likely 
unmarked and previously unrecorded interments within the bounds of the Sammons Cemetery, it 
is not recommended for listing under Criterion D.  The Sammons Cemetery is a small grouping 
of interments related to a single extended family.  The small number of interments does not have 
the capability of representing a statistically significant sample for typical investigations related to 
the study of population demography or mortality.  Unlike the nearby Woodfolk Cemetery 
(VDHR #44AB0418) which contains a significantly larger number of interments representative 
of several family groups across a community, the Sammons Cemetery does not appear to have 
the potential to contribute significant information regarding African American burial practices, 
mortality rates, or physical anthropological studies. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Cultural Resources, Inc. (CRI) has conducted historic research for the Sammons Cemetery as 
part of the Route 29 Bypass Project, Albemarle County, Virginia on behalf of the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) (VDOT Project No.: 0029-002-844, P101; UPC No.: 
102419; VDHR File No.: 1990-396F) (Figure 1).  Prior to the current investigation, the 
Sammons Cemetery had not been previously recorded in the Data Sharing System (DSS), the 
database for official site files maintained by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
(VDHR).  The project is intended to provide VDOT with a summary of findings of the research 
undertaken for the parcel and a recommendation of NRHP eligibility for this cemetery. 

All cultural resources services described herein are pursuant to the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended, the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of 1974, Executive 
Order 11593, relevant sections of 36 CFR 60 and 36 CFR 800.  The CRI Principal Investigator 
and Senior Architectural Historian directing the research effort meet the professional 
qualification standards of the Department of the Interior (48 FR 44738-9).  The research report 
was prepared with reference to the VDHR’s Guidelines for Conducting Historic Resource Survey 
in Virginia (2011) and with reference to the Virginia Department of Transportation’s 
Expectations and Standard Products for Cultural Resource Surveys. 
 
Ellen Brady, President served as the overall manager for this project.  Senior Architectural 
Historian, Sandra DeChard directed the research effort and authored the research report.  
Additional historical research was conducted by CRI staff members Brian Schools, Donnie 
Sadler, and Taft Kiser, under the direction of Ms. DeChard.  Report graphics were prepared by 
GIS Specialist, Sean Sutor. 

This report was prepared with funding from the VDOT.  The contents of this report reflect the 
views of CRI, who is responsible for the accuracy of the data presented therein.  The contents do 
not necessarily reflect the official views or policies of the VDOT.  This report does not constitute 
a standard, specification, or regulation. 
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Figure 1. Detail of Charlottesville West, VA USGS Topographic Quadrangle Depicting Location of the 
Sammons Cemetery (VDHR #002-5203). 
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METHODOLOGY 

 
The resource chosen for documentary research during the current project is over 50 years of age 
and dates to c. 1901.  The resource was photographed including the overall project area (Figure 
2) and details of each of the four grave markers present (see below; Figures 3-6).  The detailed 
background research performed as part of the current project included, but was not limited to, 
deed and probate records, census records, established county histories, as well as consultation 
with the Albemarle Charlottesville Historical Society (ACHS).  Additional research took place in 
the Alderman Library of the University of Virginia, the archives of the VDHR, the Virginia 
Historical Society, and the Library of Virginia.  Interviews with family members and other 
interested parties were also conducted (Appendix A).  The information collected for the 
Sammons Cemetery (VDHR #002-5203) was entered into the VDHR’s Data Sharing Software 
(DSS) and a hard copy of the form generated.  A recommendation of National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility was also made for the resource based upon the data collected 
from archival resources, information provided by local historians and interested parties, and 
informant interviews. 

 
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT AREA 

The project area is located approximately 600 feet to the west of Lambs Road, formerly called 
the Barracks Road, in a wooded area to the rear of a modern dwelling.  Within the cemetery are 
several small shrubs and older fallen trees.  There are four dressed stone monuments, three which 
have associated footstones, located within the cemetery in a linear arrangement oriented 
generally east to west.  Also noted in the cemetery area are at least four field stone monuments, 
aligned in the same way as the dressed stone monuments, as well as several depressions 
indicating the presence of additional burials.  It is estimated that between at least eight and 11 
interments are located within the cemetery area.  A sketch map was prepared by the VDOT at the 
time of purchase from Kimberly Perkins.  The cemetery, based on visual observation and the 
remnants of a low stone wall identified during the field visit, measures approximately 30-x-50-
feet.  Though the area where the visible markers are located is relatively clear of vegetation; a 
dense layer of leaf debris has accumulated (Figures 2-8).  

Sammons Cemetery, Lambs Road (VDHR #002-5203) 

The Sammons Cemetery, located off Lambs Road in Albemarle County, has four burials marked 
with dressed stone monuments, three of which have associated footstones.  The dressed stone 
monuments mark the graves of Robert J. Sammons (1891-1924), son of Lula Minor and Jesse 
Scott Sammons; the grave of Jesse Scott Sammons (1853-1901); Lula Minor (1863-1928), his 
wife; and the grave of George Rutherford Ferguson (1877-1932), husband of Eva Sammons 
Ferguson, daughter of Jesse and Lula. The Sammons family is listed in the 1860 census records 
first as mulatto and in later census records as black.  Lula, Robert, and George were buried in the 
cemetery by the J. F. Bell Funeral Home of Charlottesville, which is still in business.  The 
inscriptions of the graves are in good condition and the markers unadorned.  Currently the 
cemetery is within an area of woods; however was open farmland in the early part of the 
twentieth century.  The cemetery was formerly part of a larger 27.80 acre parcel which included 
the house located at 1975 Lambs Road. 
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Figure 2.  Cemetery Sketch Map Provided by the VDOT.
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Figure 3. Overview of Sammons Cemetery (VDHR #002-5203; Photograph Provided by VDOT). 

 

 

Figure 4. Grave Marker of Jesse Scott Sammons. 
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Figure 5. Grave Marker of Lula Minor Sammons. 

 

 

Figure 6. Grave Marker of Robert J. Sammons. 
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Figure 7. Grave Marker of George Rutherford Ferguson. 

 

 

Figure 8. Photo Showing Remnants of Low Field Stone Wall Around Cemetery. 
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According to research conducted by Lynn Rainville, a Research Professor in Humanities at 
Sweet Briar College and on the Board of Directors for the Albemarle Charlottesville Historical 
Society, African American cemeteries, in particular those located in Albemarle and Amherst 
counties in Virginia, put a greater importance on the natural landscape instead of the formal, 
manicured landscapes of European American cemeteries (“Landscape”).  Stones used to mark 
graves varied from manufactured markers, to fieldstones and hand inscribed concrete markers, 
among others.  Inscriptions of the grave makers, according to Rainville, fall into two categories; 
epitaphs, information about the individual interred, and non-specific inscriptions, typically found 
on twentieth century markers such as “rest in peace” (“Gravestone Variability” and “Epitaphs 
and Inscriptions”).  The extant stones at the Sammons Cemetery are inscribed only with the 
names of the individuals and their birth and death year.  Her research also provides 
classifications on types of cemeteries including slave, church, community or neighborhood, 
public, and family (“Classification”).  The Sammons Cemetery falls under the last category of 
family.  The Sammons Cemetery appears to be limited to a single extended family versus a 
larger burial facility utilized by the community, a church, or neighborhood group.   
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HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

Albemarle County 

The modern history of Albemarle County begins in 1744 as a result of the reallocation of lands 
belonging to Goochland County, which was formed in 1727 from Henrico.  Prior to the County’s 
incorporation, large land grants had been made by patent to several people including George 
Hoomes Jr. who received 3,100 acres in 1727, and Nicholas Meriwether who received 31,000 
acres, also in 1727.  Meriwether patented an additional 1,020 acres, which later became the 
eastern section of the City of Charlottesville.  Abraham Lewis, by 1735, received approximately 
800 acres, now the campus of the University of Virginia (Cooper 2007:26-27; Woods 1901:2-
10).  The population of Albemarle County, at its division with Goochland, had reached almost 
1,400 tithables.  By 1761, with a further increase in population, it was decided to form the 
counties of Augusta and Buckingham out of lands belonging to Albemarle.  With the 
realignment of the counties, the county seat was moved in 1762 to lands belonging to Colonel 
Richard Randolph and became the City of Charlottesville, named after the wife of King George 
III, Sophia Charlotte (Cooper 2007:27-28; Woods 1901:27).  The area along Barracks Road, now 
Lambs Road, was generally rural up through the middle part of the twentieth century.  Today, the 
area has become more suburban characterized by large lot subdivisions and newer construction.  
Aerial images from 1937 and 1951 indicate that the area in the project vicinity was largely open 
farm land (Figures 9-15) up until the 1950s.   

Traditionally the economy of Albemarle County was based in agriculture with a large number of 
slaves to plant and harvest crops (US Federal Slave Census, 1850 and 1860).  The largest cash 
crop during the eighteenth century was tobacco, grown by small scale farms to large plantations.  
Though the concentration of resources was focused on tobacco, other crops such as corn and 
barley, among others were also produced.  According to agricultural non-population schedules of 
the mid-nineteenth century, in spite of soil problems stemming from single crop production, 
tobacco production remained a staple crop with, in some cases, upwards of over 10,000 pounds 
grown per farm.  Corn and oats followed in production (United States Non-Population Census, 
1850 and 1860).  With the advent of rail service through the county in the mid-nineteenth 
century, Albemarle County’s agricultural crops were open to wider markets.   

Prior to the Civil War, slavery in Albemarle County was wide-spread and an integral part of the 
agricultural economy of the county.  While some owners freed their slaves during their lifetime 
others provided a provision of freedom in wills after their death. Slaves frequently outnumbered 
the white population as well during the first half of the nineteenth century up until the Civil War.  
Although population statistics registered 6,835 whites, 5,579 slaves, and 171 free blacks in 1790, 
by 1810 slaves outnumbered whites by 584.  In that year the number of free blacks increased to 
400.   In 1830, residents of Albemarle County included 10,455 whites and 11,679 slaves.  Also in 
1830, 84 free black families which totaled 484 people resided in the county.  One of the free 
blacks listed in 1830 as head of a household of seven was that of Jesse Scott (1781-1862), the 
son-in-law of Mary Hemings and Thomas Bell, whose granddaughter Sarah Scott married 
Rollins Sammons, Jesse Scott Sammons’ father. (Stanton 1997:99 and Irwin 1929:93).  By 1860 
population statistics included 12,103 whites, 13,916 slaves, and only 606 free blacks (Cooper 
2007:78; Irwin 1929:91).  In the context of the Sammons family, specifically Rollins Sammons, 
being a free African American working in an industry, such as a flour mill, was relatively 
uncommon during this time period. 
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Figure 9. Detail of the project vicinity from Map of Albemarle County from surveys and reconnaissances made 
under the direction of Albert H. Campbell Capt. P. Eng. & Chief of Topographical Dept. D.N.V. by Lieutt. 

C.S. Dwight. 1864 (Library of Congress, Washington DC). 

Project Vicinity 
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Figure 10. Detail from A new and historical map of Albemarle County, Virginia. Frank A. Massie. Published by 
the Virginia School Company, 1907 (Collection of the University of Virginia Library 

http://gis.lib.virginia.edu/item/544). 

 

 

Project Vicinity 
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Figure 11.  Detail of A Map of Albemarle County, Virginia / from original surveys by G. Peyton, C. E. 
Philadelphia: Worley & Bracher, 1875 (Library of Congress, Washington DC). 

Approximate Location 
of Sammons Cemetery 
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Figure 12. Detail of 1935 USGS Topographic Map of Charlottesville Depicting the Vicinity of the Project 
Area. 

Project Vicinity 
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Figure 13.  Detail of 1937 Aerial Photograph Depicting the Location of the Sammons Cemetery on Lambs 
Road.  Red Arrow Denotes Location of the Subject Property.  Aerial Photography Provided by the VDOT.  

Location of the Cemetery was Identified Utilizing a Handheld Trimble GeoXH GPS Unit. 
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Figure 14.  Detail of 1951 Aerial Photography Depicting the Location of the Sammons Cemetery on Lambs 
Road.  Red Arrow Denotes Location of the Subject Property.  Aerial Photography Provided by the VDOT. 

Location of the Cemetery was Identified Utilizing a Handheld Trimble GeoXH GPS Unit. 
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Figure 15.  Current Aerial Image Depicting the Location of the Sammons Cemetery on Lambs Road.  Red 
Arrow Denotes Location of the Subject Property.  Bing Maps 2013. Location of the Cemetery was Identified 

Utilizing a Handheld Trimble GeoXH GPS Unit. 
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Even prior to the conclusion of the Civil War, northerners who witnessed the dire condition of 
slaves who crossed Union lines began to set up societies to aid the fleeing slaves.  The aid 
societies were instrumental in putting pressure on President Lincoln and in the early years of the 
1860s, he instructed his commanders to give assistance to those slaves in need.  Resulting from 
the growing need for aid, the Freedmen’s Bureau was established.  The Bureau fell under the 
Department of War and provided medicine and food supplies as well as enabling freedmen to 
purchase Confederate lands which had been confiscated by the government.  These efforts were 
reversed by the 1865 Amnesty Proclamation of President Johnson which reinstated the 
slaveholder’s property.  As a result the freedmen were evicted from lands they purchased.  In a 
shift in strategy, the Bureau recommended former slaves to go back to their former owners for 
employment either as tenant farmers or renting agricultural lands (Hurst; Richardson 1920:310-
312). 

By 1920, African American farmers accounted for 22 percent of farm owners in Albemarle 
County (Gee 1922:50).  Aside from farming, occupations opened to the African-American 
population during the first half of the twentieth century were often jobs requiring less formal 
skills including day laborers, laundresses, servants, and janitors.  Others were employed as 
dressmakers, carpenters, salesman, and merchants, although the latter three occupations, 
according to census records did not represent large percentages of the African- American 
population.  In this context, being a teacher or even a school principal as exampled by Jesse 
Sammons was not common for the social and economic environment of the late nineteenth to 
early twentieth century (United States Federal Census 1880, 1900, 1920 and 1930).   Population 
statistics indicated that after the Civil War, many former slaves, as well as free African 
Americans migrated away from the area, particularly in the first decades of the twentieth century 
mainly for better economic opportunities elsewhere (Irwin 1929:24).  Included in this migration 
were Robert J. Sammons and his brother Thomas, who relocated to New Jersey (Therese Seay, 
personal communication, 11 January 2013; United States Federal Census 1920 and 1930).   

African American Communities in Albemarle County 

African American communities in the areas north of Charlottesville included Hydraulic Mills-
Union Ridge, Webbland, and Cartersburg (Enclosure D of Letter from Central Virginia History 
Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013).  The two areas specific to the Sammons 
family and the current project area are the communities of Hydraulic Mills-Union Ridge and 
Webbland, where Jesse Sammons owned land.  The community of Hydraulic Mills-Union Ridge, 
in particular, exemplifies the development and growth of African American communities of 
post-Civil War and Reconstruction as well as into the early twentieth century in this area.  After 
the end of the Civil War, large tracts of land owned by former slaveholders were divided into 
smaller agricultural parcels and purchased by the freed slaves, as well as those who were born 
free, with money saved.  A majority of these landowners were farmers.  The crops grown in this 
area included potatoes, corn and other vegetables as well as fruit.  Larger farms, such as Hugh 
Carr’s, grew wheat and tobacco.  Livestock were also raised, which included hogs and chickens 
as well as dairy cows.  The hub of this area during the second half of the nineteenth century was 
undeniably the Hydraulic Mills, which ground wheat and corn from the nearby farms to be 
transported to markets along the Rivanna River as well as use for personal consumption 
(Enclosure C of Letter from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 
February 2013; “The Village of Hydraulic Mills”).   
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Prominent residents of the Hydraulic Mills-Union Ridge community aside from the Sammons 
family included Hugh Carr, a slave who could not read nor write, but by careful business and 
farming practices had property at the time of his death amounting to over 100 acres.  The farm 
was later occupied by Carr’s daughter, Mary Carr Greer.  Carr’s farm, which is extant is part of a 
nature preserve purchased in part by a grant from the Nature Conservancy (Carr/Greer Papers; 
Enclosure C of Letter from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 
February 2013; Ivy Creek Foundation).  Another resident and prominent businessman in this area 
was Berkley Bullock.  Bullock owned the parcel between Carr and Jesse Sammons and was 
instrumental in the founding of what would later be known as the Union Ridge Baptist Church 
on Hydraulic Road.  Others included Dr. J. A. Jackson, one of the first African-American 
dentists in Albemarle County who was also an integral part of the Washington Park development 
area in Charlottesville as well as owned an 82-acre parcel adjacent to Sammons, and Rives 
Minor, who taught for 30 years in the Albemarle school system including the Union Ridge 
Graded School (Enclosure C of Letter from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen 
Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013). 

In Charlottesville, a number of prominent residents who excelled in teaching or were successful 
in business were highlighted in Agnes Cross-White’s Charlottesville: the African American 
Community.  Those of note, not mentioned elsewhere in this text, included Julie Shelton Fuller, 
founder of the First Baptist Church; John Mays, owner of the Charlottesville Messenger, the first 
African American newspaper; Nannie Cox Jackson, who taught in Charlottesville for 46 years 
including 25 years at the Jefferson School – the Jackson-Via Elementary School is named in her 
honor; John West, who was attributed in saving Colonel Mosby during the Civil War and one of 
the largest African American landholders in the Charlottesville area in addition to amassing 
$29,000 in cash and bonds by his death in 1927; Dr. Leander J. Shaw, J. P. Burkley High 
School’s first Principal; Randolph Louis White, newspaper publisher for 37 years; and Grace 
Ophelia White, one of the University of Virginia Hospital’s first African American registered 
nurses; among numerous others (Cross-White :13, 14, 28, 62, 82, and 104; Douglas 2013:79). 

African American Education in Albemarle County 

African Americans in Albemarle County, because education was viewed as a manner of 
freedom, strived to learn how to read and write against all odds and under the threat of severe 
repercussions during slavery. In fact it was illegal to teach slaves how to read and write (Douglas 
2013:18).  Among slaves in Albemarle County who fought for their education were those owned 
by Thomas Jefferson.  One slave in particular, Peter Fossett was taught by one of Jefferson’s 
own grandsons (“Education”; “The Power of the Mind”).  The Hemings family of Monticello as 
well as their descendants were among the most active in stressing the importance of education 
during the era of slavery.  After gaining her freedom Mary Hemings as well as her descendents 
continued to pursue their education and persuade others on the importance of learning.  Robert 
Scott, the son of Sally Jefferson Bell, graduated from the Charlottesville Freedmen’s School, 
which was chartered in 1865, and went on to become Albemarle County’s first African 
American teacher as well as one of the first African American teachers in post-Civil War 
Virginia (“Mary Hemings”; Stanton 2002; “Education”; “The Power of the Mind”; Stanton 
2012:231; Stanton 1997:126). 

Although not African-American, Anna Gardner, a Massachusetts native, was instrumental in the 
development of the Freedmen’s schools in Albemarle County in 1865.  Gardner was an avid 
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abolitionist and felt strongly about the education of African Americans in the south after the 
Civil War.  While most of the funding came from the New England Freedmen’s Aid Society in 
New England, Gardner began to appeal for financial support from the communities of 
Charlottesville and its surrounds.  Shortly after Gardner came to the area she met Isabella 
Gibbons, mother to Lula Sammons.  Isabella, like Anna, used her skills for the advancement of 
former slaves and free African Americans through education.  Since there were not specific 
school houses for African American children, Anna arranged to use two rooms of the Delevan 
Hospital in Charlottesville, a Confederate hospital during the Civil War.  By November 1865, 90 
students were already enrolled in the new school and by 1866 the free school was pronounced a 
success.  African Americans viewed the chance for education, particularly for their children, 
above all and many sacrificed and saved just so their children could attend school (Douglas 
2013:22).   

The resulting success of the school in the years immediately following the Civil War and the 
number of students attending, which had reached over 240 pupils, necessitated the addition of 
three new teachers.  During the same time period 40 students attended a tuition based school run 
by James A. Munday.  Although plans were proposed for establishing freedmen’s schools in 19 
locations throughout the County, the Freedmen’s Society was not able to provide funding (Vance 
1953:430-434; Shulman 2000; Maurer 1990; Douglas 2013:21-22).   

When plans were not able to come to fruition, freedmen of Albemarle County took it upon 
themselves to establish three schools on their own.  As a testament to how important education 
was viewed by the community, a freedman by the name of Lindsay Smith gave a portion of his 
time to teach over 30 students in space provided by the African Church.  Another teacher taught 
out of her house for a fee of $10.00 a month.  By 1867 it was noted that several of the schools in 
Albemarle County were funded solely by the local freedmen.  As the decade of the 1860s was in 
its final years, eight schools were open as well as two schools teaching classes at night, and six 
Sabbath schools in addition to James Munday’s tuition school.  Funding for the schools came 
from, in part, by donations from the white community of Albemarle County as well as from the 
African American community.   By 1869, due to the high completion rate of students at an 
elementary work level, it became possible to have the schools organized by grades.  During that 
year the Underwood Constitution was adopted resulting in the departure of Anna Gardner and 
others; however, she would leave behind able teachers to carry on the efforts and provided the 
groundwork for a graded school system for Negro students.  These efforts resulted in a continued 
increase in the student population, which in turn resulted in the construction of additional 
schools, including the Jefferson School which opened in 1869, in Albemarle County during the 
1870s and illustrated the importance of African Americans viewed education in the years during 
Reconstruction (Vance 1953:434-438).    

Although historically the number of white schools in Albemarle County outnumbered colored 
schools by 1884, 46 colored and 70 white schools were in operation.  The number of schools 
remained steady during the 1880s with only a small increase in the number open, 83 white and 
49 colored schools, by 1897 (Chataigne 1884/1885:78, 1888/1889:99, 1890/1891: 138, and 
1893/1894:143; Hill 1897/1898:99).  One of the schools which operated during this time period 
was the Ivy Creek School in Hydraulic where Jesse Sammons was teacher as well as the Union 
Ridge Graded School where Sammons was Principal (Virginia Department of Public 
Instruction).  The graded school in Albemarle County was based on the system developed in part 
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by Anna Gardner.  The system grouped students by academic level, a system still utilized today.  
Though many of the schools were graded, initially it appeared that the number of grades varied 
depending on number of teachers, number of students, and the number of rooms in the 
schoolhouse.  In 1889, when Jesse Sammons was Principal of the Ivy Creek district, there were 
two schools each with one teacher with a total enrollment of 139 students split between the two 
(Virginia Department of Public Instruction 1889:14).  The Ivy Creek District lost one of its 
schools when the Union Ridge Graded School burned in 1893; however it was rebuilt shortly 
afterwards on the parcel, which would be the future location of the Albemarle Training School 
(“Albemarle Training School”; McNett 1990; Vance 1953; Maurer 1990).   By the 1911-1912 
school year the Ivy Creek area had 10 schools; nine were frame and one was log.  The one-room 
schoolhouse still dominated with seven.  Two schoolhouses contained two rooms and one 
contained three rooms (Virginia Department of Public Instruction 1911-1912:181).  The table 
which summarized the counties and districts according to number of schools does not appear to 
differentiate between African American and white schools. 

Stemming from the Union Ridge Graded School during the second decade of the twentieth 
century was the Albemarle Training School, beginning with the 1917-1918 school year (Letter 
from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013) (Figures 
16-19).  The school continued the educational traditions of the Union Ridge Graded School and 
would eventually become the first African American high school in Albemarle County.  Initially 
the school taught courses in practical skills to be used in a trade such as furniture making, 
weaving, caning, and broom making.  The school also taught sewing and cooking as well (Moore 
1976:326).  The curriculum was quickly expanded to teach writing and reading as well as history 
and math.  With school consolidation though, the Albemarle Training School was converted to 
an elementary school in 1950 and in 1959 it was permanently closed.  According to written 
sources, the school has been demolished.  An office, built in 1980, currently sits on the property.  
The western portion of the building complex; however, appears to be the remnant of an older 
school building.  During a 1984 survey, the photograph taken also suggests the older section may 
have been part of the school (“Albemarle Training School”; VDHR Site Files; Cross-White 
1975:102).   Deeds also confirm the parcel is related to the school.  The School Trustees of 
Charlottesville District purchased the parcel on which the Second Union Ridge Graded School 
and the Albemarle Training School were constructed from James M. and Maggie Mooney in July 
1886 as well as the adjacent parcel from Martha Tate in order to build a school house.  The deed 
was recorded in 1892 (Albemarle County Deeds 97:462-463, 374:495, 645:499, and 883:562). 
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Figure 16.  Photograph of Albemarle Training School. 1917 (Jackson Davis Collection of African American 
Photographs, University of Virginia Image Collection, University of Virginia Library, Charlottesville, VA). 

 

 

Figure 17. Detail from Pitner's 1920 Map of Albemarle County, VA Showing Location of the Albemarle 
Training School (Collection of the University of Virginia Library http://gis.lib.virginia.edu/item/557). 

 

N 
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Figure 18. Detail of Aerial Photograph, 1937 Depicting Albemarle Training School. 

 

 

Figure 19. Photograph of the Albemarle Training School (VDHR #002-1135), 1984 (VDHR Site Files). 

 

Albemarle 
Training School 
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The person most closely associated with and instrumental in the Albemarle Training School’s 
success was Mary Carr Greer.  Mary Carr Greer was the daughter of Hugh Carr, a wealthy 
landowner in the Ivy Creek area and a freed slave.  Greer attended the Union Ridge Graded 
School and later earned a teaching certificate from the Piedmont Industrial Institute.  She taught 
at the Albemarle Training School after she graduated from the Virginia Normal and Industrial 
Institute.  To further her education and to enable her to teach history and government as well as 
English, Mary took summer classes at Fisk and Cornell University as well as at the Hampton 
Institute.  Greer had a long career at the school and became the third principal (1931 to 1949), a 
position she held from 1931 to 1948.  It is under her tutelage that the Training School became the 
first four year African American high school.  To honor Mary and her contributions to the 
education of African American children in the Charlottesville area, the Mary Carr Greer 
Elementary School, located on Lambs Road near the Sammons property, was named after her 
(“Albemarle Training School”; Carr/Greer Papers; “History and Heritage”; Enclosure C of Letter 
from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013; Moore 
1976:316; “History of Ayteesse”; VDHR Site Files). 

African American Physicians  

In 1895, the National Medical Association (NMA), of which Dr. George R. Ferguson was a 
member, was founded by African American physicians and headed by Robert F. Boyd, President 
and Vice President Daniel Hale Williams in its initial years.  When the organization was founded 
approximately 400 African American physicians were practicing in the country.  By the turn of 
the twentieth century the numbers had risen to 1,500.  Membership to the organization grew 
from approximately 500 in 1910 to about 2,000 in 1923 nationwide.  In 1923 there were 
approximately 4,000 African-American medical professionals practicing in the United States.  In 
addition to the organization’s mission to battle the issue of segregation and racism in the medical 
field it also promoted health needs associated with the African American population (Anderson ; 
“Obituary” 1933).   

Prior to the founding of the NMA, distinguished African American doctors included James 
McCune Smith who received the first medical degree in 1837, Rebecca Lee Crumpler, the first 
woman to receive a medical degree, and Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, who in 1891 owned the first 
African American hospital and in 1893 pioneered the field of heart surgery as well as being one 
of the first Vice Presidents of the NMA as noted above (“101 African American Firsts”; O’Reilly 
2010; Associated Press 2010).  Others noted for their outstanding work in the field of medicine 
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century included two descendents of former slaves; 
Dr. Solomon Carter Fuller, first African American Psychiatrist in the country who was a leader 
in dementia and Alzheimer’s research.  Fuller earned his medical degree in 1897 from the Boston 
University School of Medicine where he also taught.  In recognition for his 34 years as professor 
and his outstanding research in the field of medicine Fuller was honored with the naming of the 
Mental Health Institute at Boston University after him as well as the establishment of the 
Solomon Carter Fuller Institute by the American Psychiatric Association and the Black 
Psychiatrics of American in 1972 (“African American Pioneers in Health Care”).  John B. 
Johnson Jr., was the son of a former slave who rose to prominence in the field of both Psychiatry 
and as a Physician during the early decades of the twentieth century.  Born in 1895 in 
Philadelphia, Johnson earned a Ph.D. as well as a degree in medicine, the second African 
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American to do so and became the dean of the medical school at Howard University in 
Washington DC (“African American Pioneers in Health Care”).   

Distinguished medical professionals within the State of Virginia include Sara Winifred Brown, a 
Winchester, Virginia native, who was not only a Physician, but teacher and activist.  Brown 
graduated from Hampton Institute and taught English.  In 1897 she graduated from Cornell and 
went on to study medicine at Howard University and took her Master’s Degree in 1904.  At 
Howard University she was honored by her election as the first female alumni to sit on the Board 
of Trustees (“African American Pioneers in Health Care”).    

Dr. Henry Floyd Gamble from North Garden, Albemarle County was born in 1862, also of tri-
racial descent like the Scott-Sammons family, was the first physician to set up practice in 
Charlottesville in 1891 (McKinney 1980:86; Gamble 1972:85-86).  Due to a family emergency; 
however, he was required to relocate to Charleston, West Virginia shortly afterwards.  Henry 
Floyd at 13 could not read nor write; however, during his employment as a houseboy, was taught 
by John Davis, the son of the University of Virginia Professor Dr. John Staige Davis.  With 
money saved, Henry Floyd entered Lincoln University and by 1888 had completed his A. B. 
degree and in 1891 he graduated from Yale with a degree in medicine.  Gamble spoke fluent 
Hebrew and Greek, was well known as a skilled surgeon, and wrote a number of articles for the 
Journal of the National Medical Association of which he was President in 1911 (Gamble 
1972:85-86; Nutter 1933:35-36).  Following Dr. Henry Floyd Gamble as an African-American 
physician in Charlottesville was Dr. George R. Ferguson.  As described below, Ferguson set up 
practice in Charlottesville in 1904 and became a long standing and well respected doctor in the 
city until his death in 1932. 
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RESEARCH FINDINGS 

Property Ownership of Parcels 60-80B and 60-80C1, the Sammons Cemetery (VDHR #002-
5203) and House, 1975 Lamb Road (VDHR #002-5193). 

The property on which the Sammons Cemetery is located was originally part of a lands owned as 
early as the early nineteenth century by Christian Wertenbaker.  In 1836, at the death of Christian 
Wertenbaker, according to his will, the estate passed to his wife, Mary for her natural life.  His 
son, William was named executor.  When Christian’s estate was inventoried in April of 1836, it 
included Chanty, a Negro woman, and three children, Margaret, Henry and Jane.  At Mary’s 
death the property was to pass to their surviving children; however, the estate became embroiled 
in complex chancery causes (Albemarle County Will 11:195; Albemarle County Inventory 
12:182).   

A 27.80 (28) acre parcel, which was part of the Wertenbaker estate, was contracted to Jesse 
Sammons in 1881.  An initial payment of the $300.00 was made by Jesse at the time of the 
contract with “three equal annual payments” to be made on the property (Albemarle County 
Deed 85:179; Chancery Cause 14:311-312).  By June of 1885, Jesse owned the parcel outright. 
The parcel was mentioned in the court records only at a cursory level to confirm Jesse Sammons’ 
ownership.  Land Tax Records do not list Jesse Sammons as taxed on land in Albemarle County 
until 1887 and indicate that no buildings were located on the parcel at time he purchased the land 
on the Barracks Road (Albemarle County Deed 85:179; Land Tax Records 1883-1887).  The 
house does not appear on the Land Tax Records in 1890, but does appear on the 1891 list and 
was worth $50.00 with a total worth of land and building equaling $220.00.  In 1891 Jesse 
Sammons was also recorded as owning a 45.80 acre parcel which was part of the 127.80 acre 
estate of Mary Wertenbaker and sold to Sammons by R. S. Jones, colored.  Jones was the highest 
bidder of the parcel in 1885; however, was not able to pay off the debt and was forced to sell 
some of the land as payment (Albemarle County Deed 93:164-166).  No buildings were located 
on the 47.50 acre tract during Sammons’ ownership of the parcel.  In 1901, shortly before his 
death in the same year, Jesse Sammons and others owned a 10 acre lot in the Nuttycomb area in 
trust.  The parcel disappears from the Land Tax Records in 1902. 

Also in 1901 the value of the house increases to $82.50, though the total value of the parcel 
including the buildings remained at $220.00.  An inventory of Jesse’s estate in November 1901 
lists $462.50 in the Bank of Albemarle; however, the appraisers did not find it necessary to 
assess any other personal estate “as they were satisfied these was [sic] not more than the widow 
and minor children were entitled” (Inventory of Accounts and Sales Albemarle County 4:297).  
As the only dwelling on record, it is assumed that Lula remained in the house with her children.  
Lula died in 1928 and the property passed to her surviving children.   

On July 10, 1940, the remaining heirs of Jesse Scott Sammons; Eva Sammons Ferguson, widow, 
Alice Sammons Cardozo, daughter of Jesse and Lula Sammons, and her husband Howard 
Cardozo, and Thomas Sammons, son of Jesse and Lula, sold the property to John Lamb.  On the 
29th of the same month John and Ethel Lamb sold the parcel to Thomas and Cora Wolfe.  The 
deed stipulated that the heirs of Jesse Sammons had perpetual use of the family cemetery located 
on the property and right of ingress and egress to the one-quarter to one-half acre plot (Figure 20; 
Albemarle Deed 247:306-307 and 247:464-465).   
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Figure 20. Plat Map Depicting the 22.80 Acre Parcel in 1952 (Albemarle Deed 340:113; Surveyed by O. R. 
Randolph, Engineer, Charlottesville, VA). 

 
Thomas Wolfe died in 1952 leaving Cora a widow.  It is during the 1950s that the parcel is 
subdivided and the Sammons house gets separated from the cemetery.  In 1958 Cora sold 7.5 
acres of the 28 acre parcel to Adam and Mary Wyant.  The Wyant family retained ownership of 
the property until October 1993.  At that time 4.33 acres of the parcel was sold to Robert and 
Kimberly Perkins.  The deed of sale carried with it the provision for the Sammons family 
cemetery as originally stated in the 1940 deed.  In 1998 Robert and Kimberly Perkins sold the 
4.33 acre parcel to the Commonwealth of Virginia, the current owner of the property (Figures 21 
and 22; Albemarle Deed 331:380; 340:111-113; 1350:400-404; 1702:469).   
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Figure 21. 1957 Plat Map Depicting Parcel with Sammons Dwelling, 1975 Lambs Road (Albemarle County 
Deed 331:380; B. Aubury Huffman, Engineering Surveying Charlottesville, Virginia). 
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Figure 22. Plat Map Depicting the 4.33 Acre Wyant-Perkins Parcel in 1993 (Albemarle Deed 1350:403; 
Surveyed by Roger W. Ray & Associates, Inc.). 

 
The Sammons Family as it Pertains to the Sammons House and Cemetery on Lambs Road  

Jesse Scott Sammons, who is interred in the family cemetery on Lambs Road, was the son of 
Rollins and Sarah Bell Sammons.  Sarah was the great-great-granddaughter of Elizabeth 
Hemings of Monticello and the daughter of Robert and Nancy Scott (“Hydraulic Plantation”).  
Elizabeth’s daughter Mary Hemings was a much valued domestic servant of the Jefferson 
household and was one of the servants who was brought to Richmond during Jefferson’s tenure 
as Governor.  Mary was hired by Thomas Bell, a merchant, during the time Thomas Jefferson 
was away in France in the 1780s and eventually became his common-law wife.  At the request of 
Mary, Jefferson sold her to Bell who in turn granted her freedom.  Sally Jefferson Bell, Mary’s 
free daughter, married Jesse Scott (1781-1862) and had three sons; Robert Scott (1803-1899), 
James Scott (c. 1810-1888), and Thomas Scott (Stanton 1997:98-99; “Mary Hemings”; Stanton 
2002).  The Scotts have been documented, according to Dr. Erica James, as descendant from 
Native Americans as well, making the Scott-Sammons line a tri-racial family (Dr. Erica James, 
personal communication 12 March 2013). 

Rollins Sammons, born in 1815 was one of seven children listed in 1833 of free blacks in 
Albemarle County.  The family was listed as living in Milton (Jordan 1994:139).  Rollins 
married Sarah Bell Scott in 1847, daughter of Robert and Nancy Scott (Enclosure C Letter from 
Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013).  Sammons was 
a miller by trade prior to the Civil War (United States Federal Census 1860) and would later buy 
a half interest in the Hydraulic Mills located along the Rivanna River near Ivy Creek.  The mill 
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once belonged to an 800-acre plantation owned by Nathaniel Burnley (1786-1860).  The Burnley 
family operated two water powered flouring mills in Fredericksburg Parish, one listed under J. F. 
Burnley which had a capital value of $5,000.00 and produced, in 1870, 400 bushels of flour and 
3,000 bushels of corn meal and the other under Burnly [sic] and Wills which was valued at 
$15,000 and produced 1,550 bushels of flour and 2,500 bushels of corn meal (United States 
Federal Non-Population Census 1870).  At Burnley’s death the property was involved in 
litigation for a number of years with the mill purchased in equal shares by Rollins Sammons and 
his partner W. W. Worledge in 1883.  Among the buildings in addition to the mill listed in the 
meets and bounds of the deed was a storehouse and the “house in front of the mill” (Albemarle 
County Deed 81:478-479; “Hydraulic Plantation”; Cooper 2007:77; Albemarle County Deed 
81:478-479; Chancery Cause 13:150; “History and Heritage”; “The Village of Hydraulic Mills”) 
(Figure 23).  The c. 1800 Miller’s house was a small one-and-a-half-story frame dwelling set on 
a raised stone foundation (Figure 18; VDHR #002-0151).  The dwelling was damaged by a flood 
in 1870 and was demolished in November 1965 (VDHR Site Files; Albemarle Historical Society 
Files; Lay 2000).  In 1890 the extant mill buildings alone were worth $2,000.00 with a total 
property worth of $4,125.00.  By accounts the mill was a profitable business and by 1893 Rollins 
was the sole owner of the mill (Land Tax Records 1893).  It appears; however, that between 
1893 and 1895 Rollins died.  In the 1895 Land Tax Record book his property is listed under his 
estate with the buildings worth $450.00 and the total property worth equaling $646.14 (Land Tax 
Records 1890-1895).   

  

 

Figure 23. Miller’s House at Hydraulic Mills (VDHR #002-0151; Collection of the Albemarle Historical 
Society; Lay 2000) 

 
Rollins and Sarah’s son Jesse Sammons was born in 1853 and was one of at least 12 known 
children.  In 1870, at approximately age 17, Jesse Sammons, according to census records was 
residing with his parents, Rollins (miller) and Sarah, in Hydraulic Mills.  Eleven siblings were 
also listed and included Jesse’s older sisters Ellen (age 21) and Mary (age 20) as well as his 
younger sisters and brothers; Martha (age 17), Ann (age 14), Rijillin [sic] (age 13), Harriett (age 
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11), Thomas N. (age 10), Agnes (age 7), Rollins (age 5), Robert (age 4), and William (age 1).  
By age 29, in circa 1882, Jesse was a teacher; the first of the Ivy Creek School, a small one-room 
schoolhouse located near Ivy Creek.  Only the remains of the foundation, approximately one 
mile to the west of where the Hydraulic Mill once stood along the Rivanna River, were extant in 
the 1950s according to the 1990 article “A History of Alyteesse.” (United States Federal Census 
1870; “Alyteesse” 1990).   The site of the Ivy Creek School does not appear to have been 
registered as an archaeological site with the VDHR and it is unknown if the foundation still 
exists. 

As the community around Charlottesville grew, the Ivy Creek School was moved to a new 
building known as the Union Ridge Graded School with Jesse Sammons as its first principal 
(1885 to 1901) and Rives C. Minor as Assistant Principal (Virginia Department of Public 
Instruction; United States Federal Census 1870 and 1880; “Alyteesse” 1990; Stanton 1997:126).   
Upon the death of Jesse Sammons in 1901, Rives Minor assumed the duties of Principal for 
several years until his retirement (“Alyteesse” 1990).   

During his lifetime, Jesse Sammons was active in politics including running for a seat in the 
Virginia General Assembly in 1880, and as secretary to the Earlysville Precinct Republican Club 
in 1882.  Sammons was also recommended as a delegate for the State Senate, but was not chosen 
(Michie 1900).  However, according to Republican National Convention, St. Louis, June 16th to 
18th 1896, Sammons was noted as being from Charlottesville and “Alternate at Large” for 
Virginia (Harvey 1896).  He was also active in the Union Ridge Baptist Church (Figure 24) as 
secretary and Sunday school teacher.  He also participated in the Baptist Sunday School 
Convention in the capacity of a state-level officer (Enclosure C Letter from Central Virginia 
History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013). 

 

Figure 24. Union Ridge Baptist Church, 2980 Hydraulic Road, View Looking Northwest. 
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In 1888 Jesse Scott Sammons, married Lula Minor Gibbons.  Jesse was 35 and Lula 25.  Lula 
was the daughter of Edward and Anna Gibbons and the niece of the prominent minister 
Reverend William Gibbons.  Her Aunt, Isabelle was a teacher at the Jefferson Graded School 
where Jesse graduated (Albemarle Historical Society Files).  Jesse and Lula had four children; 
Eva (b. 1889), Robert J. (b. 1891), Thomas E. (b. 1894), and Alice (b. 1895 or 1896).  Jesse died 
in 1901 at age the age 48 leaving Lula a widow with four children all under the age of 13 (United 
States Federal Census 1900).  Sammons’ obituary expounded on his contributions as teacher in 
the community both in terms of formal school training as well as his influence in spirituality and 
morals.  His funeral took place at the Union Ridge Baptist Church where Sammons had been a 
member, and was presided over by the pastor Reverend J. T. Johnson and R. G. Quarles.  Grave 
side service was performed by the Order of True Reformers of which Jesse was a member.  
Started in Alabama and Kentucky in 1873, the Grand Order of True Reformers, an African 
American fraternal organization, in its early years preached temperance.  However, when 
William Washington Browne, founder, moved to Richmond, Virginia, the organization’s mission 
shifted to banking, insurance, and the educational needs of African American communities 
(“Funeral”; “United Order”; Hollie 2012).   

At his death, the estate of Jesse Sammons was appraised based on the amount of money he had 
in the bank at his death.  His real and additional personal property was not appraised as it was 
felt it did not go above the amount Lula and her children were entitled.  Lula retained the 
property until her death in 1928; however, in 1910 she was enumerated at a residence on Free 
Union Road.  According to census records of that year she was listed as farming with Robert 
listed as a farm labor and Thomas as laborer on the home farm.  Her niece, Beatrice also resided 
with the family at this time.  Beatrice was listed in the 1900 census as living with her parents 
Robert and Abbie in Jersey City, New Jersey (United States Federal Census 1900 and 1910).  
Lula did not remarry and died at the age of 65 in 1928 as noted on her gravestone.   

Limited information for Jesse and Lula’s four children was currently located.   Eva, the oldest, 
married George Rutherford Ferguson in 1929.  Eva was the only one of the four children to 
remain in Charlottesville.  George Rutherford Ferguson is one of four known marked graves in 
the Sammons family cemetery.  George, born on March 3, 1877, was the son of William B. and 
Cornelia F. Ferguson from Ohio.  His family later moved to Kentucky in 1885.  Later Ferguson 
would move to Charlottesville.  George R. Ferguson was a physician, a graduate of Fisk 
University in Nashville, Tennessee, and later of Howard University Medical College in 
Washington DC (Burkett et.al 1991:415; Fishe 88 Title 151:243).  He married Luella B. 
Ferguson from Washington DC and had two children; Louise and George, Jr.  He first appeared 
in the City Directories of Charlottesville in 1904 (Hill 1904:59; United States Federal Census 
1880 and 1920) and resided and had his medical practice first at 280 W. Main Street and then 
later, prior to 1910, at 307 W. Main Street.  Neither building appears to be extant.  Ferguson was 
listed for the last time in the 1922-1923 City Directory.  After the death of his first wife, Luella, 
presumably sometime in 1923, Ferguson moved his children to Cleveland, Ohio and set up a 
practice there until 1927.  He returned to Charlottesville in 1927 and resumed his practice 
(“Obituary”; Enclosure C Letter from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen 
Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013).   

While Dr. Ferguson was not the first African American physician in Charlottesville, he did 
practice medicine in the city for 20 years on a sustained basis.  A majority of time Dr. Ferguson 
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was the only African American physician listed in the directories for the years he resided in 
Charlottesville; however, two others were also listed; Dr. Allen P. West at 405 W. Main Street in 
the 1910-1911 directory and Dr. George F. Johnson at 115 4th Street NW in 1914-1915 and again 
in 1919-1920 (Charlottesville City Directories 1904-1923; Journal of the National Medical 
Association 1933:36-37; Enclosure C Letter from Central Virginia History Researchers to 
Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013; United States Federal Census 1930; Cross-White 
1998:100).  In addition to his career in the medical field and a well-respected member of the 
Charlottesville community, George Ferguson was also an active member of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) (“Obituary” 1933). 

After his return to Charlottesville in 1927, Ferguson married Eva Sammons, daughter of Jesse 
and Lula.  The couple was only married for three years before George died in 1932 at the age of 
55 (United States Federal Census Records 1880, 1920 and 1930).  Eva appeared to remain in the 
area and in 1945 was listed in the Charlottesville City Directory at 1018 Grady Avenue.  As 
mentioned prior, the Sammons family home was sold in 1940 (Albemarle County Deed 247:306-
307).   

George and Luella’s children George R. Ferguson, Jr. and Louisa Ferguson appear to have 
stayed in Cleveland for a time where Louisa was a librarian.  George Ferguson, Jr., instead of 
becoming a third generation doctor, decided on a different career.  Schooled at New York’s 
American Academy of Mortuary Science, he moved back to Charlottesville in 1941 and opened 
a funeral home, which remained in business for a number of years on Page Street.  The family; 
George, Jr., his wife, Bernice, and Olivia, their daughter lived upstairs. George Ferguson, Jr. ran 
his funeral business for 50 years (Richardson 1980; Eshleman 1990; Charlottesville City 
Directory 1945 and 1955; Mangione 1990; “Recollections of George Ferguson”).  George 
Ferguson, Jr., like his father, was very active in the NAACP and became president of the 
organization’s local chapter.  Ferguson, Jr. was also very influential in the fight to desegregate 
Charlottesville’s schools.  His daughter Olivia was one of the plaintiffs in the original 
desegregation suit and in 2004 was giving the key to the City and awarded a diploma from the 
Charlottesville public schools in honorarium.  In 1991, George Ferguson, Jr. was honored by the 
NAACP with an achievement award, given out yearly, named after him.  The City of 
Charlottesville further honored the memory of George Ferguson, Jr. by having a street named 
after him (Enclosure C Letter from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 
19 February 2013; Richardson 1980; Eshleman 1990; Cross-White 1998:93).   

Robert J. Sammons, the second of four children born to Jesse and Lula, predeceased died before 
his mother and died at age 33 in 1924.  Robert by 1916 had moved to Jersey City, Hudson 
County, New Jersey and according to his World War I Draft Registration Card was living with 
his brother Thomas, at 116 Harrison Avenue.  Robert was employed by the Pennsylvania 
Railroad out of Sunnyside, Long Island as a waiter in one of the dining cars.  Although his grave 
marker gives a date of 1891 as his birth, his Draft Card states he was born on October 23, 1892 
(WWI Draft Registration Card 1917-1918).   As mentioned previously, Thomas Sammons also 
lived in Jersey City, New Jersey at 116 Harrison Avenue with his brother Robert and their uncle 
Robert Sammons.   

Thomas, according to his World War I Draft Registration Card, was employed as a laborer.  In 
1920, Robert was still working for the railroad as a waiter, while Thomas was a guard at a 
government warehouse (United States Federal Census 1920; World War I Draft Registration 
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Cards 1917-1918).  Thomas remained in Jersey City, New Jersey after his brother died in 1924 
and by 1930 he was working as a general painter and had moved to 630 Bramhall Avenue with 
his wife, Evangeline.  Also listed in the household were his relatives Thomas and Alice Scott.  
Thomas and Evangeline had a daughter Evangeline and by 1940 the couple had had a son, 
Robert. Thomas remained in Jersey City, New Jersey until his death in 1970 (United States 
Federal Census 1930 and 1940; Social Security Death Index).   

Alice Sammons, the youngest child of Jesse and Lula Sammons, married Howard Cardozo in 
about 1921. In 1930 the couple was residing in Brooklyn, New York and had an eight year old 
son, Howard, born in New Jersey.  According to census records Howard Sr. was employed as an 
office manager for an automobile financing company.  In 1940 the couple still resided in 
Brooklyn (United States Federal Census 1930; Albemarle County Deed 247:306-307). 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following recommendation of NRHP eligibility for the Sammons Cemetery (VDHR #002-
5203), is based on current research to date. Jesse Scott Sammons and Dr. George R. Ferguson 
were influential, locally prominent, and well-respected residents of the Hydraulic Mills/Union 
Ridge area of Albemarle County and Charlottesville, respectively and are important to the 
overall late nineteenth and early twentieth century history of the area.  The evaluation of this 
resource took into consideration not only the criteria set forth in the National Register but also 
the VDHR-defined themes of Education, Medicine, and Funerary (Criterion D only) in the 
VDHR-defined time periods of Reconstruction and Growth (1866-1917) and World War I to 
World War II (1917-1945).  The primary persons associated with the Sammons Cemetery are 
both recognized as having local significance to the Albemarle County area with respect to the 
fields of education and medicine in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

National Register of Historic Places Criteria for Evaluation 

The Code of Federal Regulations section 36 CFR 60 is the regulation that administers the 
National Register of Historic Places.   Section 36 CFR 60.4 outlines the National Register 
criteria as well as the general application of each of the criteria to encompass a wide variety of 
resource types.  There are four standard criteria for evaluating eligibility of historic resources 
under the National Register.  According to 36 CFR 60.4 resources must have “the  quality of 
significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture … in 
districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and 

a) that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history; or 

b) that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

c) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; 
or 

d) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.” 

Section 36 CFR 60.4 goes on to state that “cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figures, 
properties owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have 
been moved from their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily 
commemorative in nature, and properties that have achieved significance within the past 50 years 
shall not be considered eligible for the National Register” unless they meet one of the Criteria 
Considerations or if they are integral to historic districts that do meet the standard criteria. 

There are seven Criteria Considerations; at least one of which must be met for a property as 
described above to meet the requirements for eligibility for listing on the NRHP.  As described in 
36 CFR 60.4 these include: 
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a) A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic 
distinction or historical importance; or 

b) A building or structure removed from its original location but which is significant 
primarily for architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly 
associated with a historic person; or 

c) A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no 
appropriate site or building directly associated with his productive life. 

d) A cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons of transcendent 
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic 
events; or 

e) A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and 
presented in a dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other 
building or structure with the same association has survived; or 

f)  A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic 
value has invested it with its own exceptional significance; or 

g) A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional 
importance. 

The following evaluation of eligibility takes under consideration the regulation as set forth in 36 
CFR 60.4.  The cemetery was initially evaluated under the standard Criteria A-D as well as 
Criteria Considerations C and D. According to 36 CFR 60.4, however, cemeteries shall not be 
considered eligible unless they meet the standards of one of the Criteria Considerations.   

Therefore, the current evaluation of the Sammons Cemetery examines first Criteria 
Considerations C and D.  Criteria Considerations A, B, E, F, and G are considered not applicable 
for the evaluation of this resource.  The Sammons Cemetery is not a religious property as 
described in Criteria Consideration A, is not a building or structure removed from its original 
location as described in Criteria Consideration B, is not a reconstructed building as described in 
Criteria Consideration E, is not a commemorative property as described in Criteria Consideration 
F, and does not meet the criteria of achieving significance within the past 50 years as described 
in Criteria Consideration G.   

Eligibility Evaluation, Sammons Cemetery (VDHR #002-5203) 

Criteria Considerations C and D.  Criteria Considerations C and D were utilized in the 
evaluation of this resource following the regulations set forth in 36 CFR 60.4.  Criteria 
Considerations A-B and E-G were considered not applicable to this evaluation. 

Criteria Consideration C states that “a birthplace or grave of a historical figure is eligible if the 
person is of outstanding importance and if there is no other appropriate site or building directly 
associated with his or her productive life” (NRHP 1997:32).  Jesse Sammons was certainly well-
known and influential in the community as an educator and promoter of learning in the 
Hydraulic Mills/Union Ridge neighborhood.  However, his work in the field of education does 
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not appear to meet the high standards implied by 36 CFR 60 and National Register Bulletin 15. 
While Sammons, in collaboration with other local educators and community leaders, was 
influential in African American education in post-Civil War Virginia, no single accomplishment 
has been identified elevating him to the level of outstanding as implied in the NRHP guidance.   
In addition, the location of the Albemarle Training School (VDHR #002-1135), which was 
constructed on the site of the second Union Ridge Graded School, for which Sammons was 
principal until 1901 is recognized as a connection to Jesse Sammons and his “productive life.” 
Although the school building itself has been transformed the site upon which the second Union 
Ridge Graded School could be considered an appropriate site associated with Sammons’s 
productive life.  Additionally, the Union Ridge Baptist Church where Jesse Sammons was an 
active member and Sunday school teacher (VDHR #002-0364) is a thriving Baptist community 
today.   

Similarly the work of George R. Ferguson in the field of medicine does not appear to meet the 
high standards implied by the NRHP guidance.  While Dr. Ferguson was a successful and 
involved doctor and community leader, participating in a number of activities including the local 
NAACP chapter, his individual accomplishments do not appear to meet the threshold for 
outstanding as implied by the National Register guidance.   Therefore, the Sammons Cemetery is 
not recommended eligible for listing on the NRHP under Criteria Consideration C. 

Criteria Consideration D states that, “a cemetery is eligible if it derives its primary significance 
from graves of persons of transcendent importance…” (NRHP 1997:34).  According to National 
Register Bulletin 15, the person must have been “of great eminence in their fields of endeavor or 
had a great impact upon the history of their community, state, or nation” to meet the definition of 
“transcendent importance” (NRHP 1997:34).  While Jesse Sammons is the great-great-great 
grandson of Elizabeth Hemings (a slave) of Monticello, and a prominent local person for his 
importance as a leader in Albemarle County for the education of African Americans during the 
late nineteenth century, his grave does not represent his life’s work and in itself does not meet 
the level of significance necessary as the grave of a person of transcendent importance in order to 
be eligible for listing under Consideration D.  Sammons was most certainly influential and 
played an important role in the development of African American initiatives in Hydraulic 
Mills/Union Ridge and the larger African American community in Albemarle County.   

Dr. George Ferguson’s productive life was split between Virginia and Ohio.  While he was a 
respected physician in both states, evidence is scant pertaining to any awarded achievements or 
honors bestowed.  Very little documentation of outstanding work in the medical field was found 
to meet the level of significance necessary as the grave of a person of transcendent importance in 
order to be eligible for listing under Consideration D.   

Both Jesse Scott Sammons and George R. Ferguson were influential and important parts of a 
developing African American community within the Charlottesville – Albemarle County area 
focused on the advancement of education and African American opportunities in the post-Civil 
War era.  However, the lives of both were cut short and therefore the full measure of what their 
contributions might have been during a longer productive life cannot be known.  Therefore, it is 
recommended that the Sammons Cemetery is not eligible for listing under Criteria Consideration 
D. 
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Criterion A.  NRHP Criterion A applies to resources that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns in our history.  National Register Bulletin 15 states that “a property must be 
associated with one or more events, important in the defined historic context” (NRHP 1997:12). 
The historical trend of small family cemeteries is common throughout rural areas.   Additionally, 
the guidance set forth in 36 CFR 60.4 indicates that in order to be considered eligible, a cemetery 
must meet the criteria set forth in the Criteria Considerations, and in this case Criteria 
Consideration C or D.  The evaluation of the resource has recommended that the Sammons 
Cemetery does not meet the standards set forth in Criteria Considerations C and D and therefore 
is not recommended eligible under Criterion A.     

Criterion B. NRHP Criterion B applies to properties that “…are associated with persons whose 
specific contributions to history can be identified and documented” (NRHP 1997:14). Like 
Criterion A, in order for a cemetery to be considered eligible under this Criterion, it must be able 
to meet the standards inherent to consideration under Criteria Considerations C and D.  While 
Jesse Sammons is noted as a prominent local person for his importance as a leader in Albemarle 
County for the education of African Americans during the late nineteenth century and in his role 
as the first African American principal of the Union Ridge Graded School prior to his death in 
1901, it does not appear that the individual achievements of Jesse Sammons during his lifetime 
rise to meet the threshold for consideration as outstanding or transcendent.   Similarly the 
achievements of George R. Ferguson also do not appear to meet the threshold for consideration 
as outstanding or transcendent as implied in the NRHP criteria.   Therefore, the Sammons 
Cemetery is recommended as not individually eligible for listing under Criterion B. 

Criterion C.  Criterion C applies to resources “significant for their physical design or 
construction, including such elements as architecture, landscape architecture, engineering, and 
artwork” (NRHP 1997:17).   To be considered eligible under Criterion C a resource must meet at 
least one of the following requirements: 1) embody distinctive characteristics of a particular type, 
period, or method of construction; 2) represent the work of a master; 3) exhibit high artistic 
value; or 4) as a group represent a significant and distinguishable entity.  It is recommended that 
the Sammons Cemetery is not individually eligible under Criterion C for architectural merit.  
Although the setting and location appear intact, the grave markers in the cemetery do not exhibit 
a high degree of artistic value or workmanship, are not distinctive of type or time period, do not 
represent the work of a master, and do not, as a group, represent a significant and distinguishable 
entity such as a historic district.   
 
Criterion D. Criterion D is typically utilized for the evaluation of archaeological sites.  However, 
in the case of a cemetery, in which the potential exists for unmarked or previously undocumented 
grave sites, Criterion D is an appropriate measure for evaluation. In addition, the VDHR defined 
Funerary Theme, was also applied.  Criterion D, according to National Register Bulletin 15 
addresses those properties that can only answer questions important to “human history that can 
only be answered by the physical material of cultural resources.”  Resources considered for 
evaluation under Criterion D are typically “properties that have the potential to answer, in whole 
or in part, those types of research questions” (NRHP 1997:21).  Although there are most likely 
unmarked and previously unrecorded interments within the bounds of the Sammons Cemetery, it 
is not recommended for listing under Criterion D.  The Sammons Cemetery is a small grouping 
of interments related to a single extended family.  The small number of interments does not have 
the capability of representing a statistically significant sample for typical investigations related to 
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the study of population demography or mortality.  Unlike the nearby Woodfolk Cemetery 
(VDHR #44AB0418) which contains a significantly larger number of interments representative 
of several family groups across a community, the Sammons Cemetery does not appear to have 
the potential to contribute significant information regarding African American burial practices, 
mortality rates, or physical anthropological studies. 
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APPENDIX A: RESEARCH LOG 



Person/Group Contacted Contact Date Response Date Notes
Therese Seay, Descendant 1/14/2013 N/A

Phone interview with Therese Seay conducted by Brian Schools of CRI.  
Identified Ms. Seay as a descendant of the Sammons family through 
ancestry.com.  Contacted Ms. Seay to inquire about her knowledge of the 
family history, if there were other family members that may be available to 
interview, and general family history.  Ms. Seay referred us to Ms. Lucia 
Stanton as well as providing basic family history.  Ms. Seay mentioned 
contacting a cousin, Diane, for additional information.  Ms. Seay indicated she 
would provide some additional information via email, however this was not 
received.

Ms. Lucia "Cinder" Stanton, Local Historian, Chair 
of the Central Virginia History Researchers

3/1/2013 3/4/2013

Initial attempts to contact Ms. Stanton were conducted in January 2013 and 
were unsuccessful. Letter sent via email requesting assistance/information 
with regards to the Sammons Cemetery on March 1, 2013.  Phone response 
received from Ms. Stanton on March 4, 2013.  Discussed planned avenues of 
research and requested any additional information available.  Ms. Stanton and 
the CVHR had already provided a good deal of information in a response to 
the VDHR in February 2013.

Dr. Erica Caple James, Descendant 3/1/2013 3/4/2013

Letter sent via email requesting assistance/information with regards to the 
Sammons Cemetery.  Response received on March 4, 2013 indicating that Dr. 
James would be available for a phone interview.  Phone interview conducted 
on March 12, 2013.  Interview participants were Ellen Brady, Sandra DeChard, 
and Dr. James.  Topics discussed included the Sammons House, potential 
direct descendants/next of kin, the Ferguson line, education in the African 
American community in Albemarle County, life and accomplishments of Jesse 
Scott Sammons, investigative avenues including the Special Censuses of 1833, 
Lula Gibbons Minor Sammons - the wife of Jesse Scott Sammons and the 
Gibbons family, potential delineation techniques/archaeological investigation 
to identify total number of interments.  Dr. James indicated that the family 
would like the cemetery to remain preserved and undisturbed.

Informant Interview/Research Log - Sammons Cemetery Research - As of March 19, 2013



Person/Group Contacted Contact Date Response Date Notes
Informant Interview/Research Log - Sammons Cemetery Research - As of March 19, 2013

Ms. Elizabeth Walton LeBlanc, Descendant 3/1/2013 3/4/2013

Letter via email sent requesting assistance/information with regards to the 
Sammons Cemetery.  Initial response March 4, 2013 via telephone message.  
Follow up from CRI sent 3/5/2013 and 3/7/2013.  Second response March 11, 
2013 identifying Dr. Erica James as the family spokesperson.

Dr. Steve Thompson, Rivanna Archaeological 
Services

3/1/2013 3/4/2013
Letter sent via email requesting assistance/information with regards to the 
Sammons Cemetery.  Phone response received March 4, 2013 followed up 
with two emails with suggestions for additional informant contacts.  

Ms. Khadija James-Keating 3/1/2013 No Response
Letter sent via email requesting assistance/information with regards to the 
Sammons Cemetery.  No response received.

Mrs. Edwina St. Rose 3/14/2013 3/15/2013
Email to Mrs. St. Rose at the suggestion of Steve Thompson.  Mrs. St. Rose 
responded to the email request for information regarding the Sammons 
House/parcel with a referral to Ms. Cinder Stanton

Mrs. Pam Walker 3/14/2013 3/18/2013
Phone call to Mrs. Walker as a former resident of the house at 1975 Lambs 
Road.  Mrs. Walker's contact information was provided by Steve Thompson.  
Mrs. Walker resided in the house and was able to discuss architectural 
elements and limited history with Sandra DeChard, Senior Architectural 
Historian

Albemarle County Historical Society January 2013; 
3/4/2013, 
3/5/2013, 
3/11/2013

N/A

Multiple visits to consult collections at the AHS including historic documents, 
maps, newspapers, local records and books regarding Hydraulic Mills, Ivy 
Creek, late 19th and early 20th century education, the local area African 
American community in the late 19th and early 20th century

Special Collections at the Alderman Library, 
University of Virginia

3/4 and 3/5/2013 N/A Research in the Special Collections including records of the Ivy Creek 
Foundation, Carr Greer Records, Historic Maps

Library of Virginia N/A N/A Multiple visits to research land records, cemetery records, directories, and 
other relevant information

Albemarle County Clerk of Court N/A N/A
Multiple visits to establish chain of title for parcel and research neighboring 
parcels for plat maps, deed/improvement references or other pertinent 
information



Person/Group Contacted Contact Date Response Date Notes
Informant Interview/Research Log - Sammons Cemetery Research - As of March 19, 2013

JF Bell Funeral Home 2/6/2013 2/7/2013

Accessed the JF Bell Funeral Home database for information on potential 
interments in the cemetery.  Also spoke with current staff at JF Bell who 
provided copies of the records they had available. Mr. Bell, the grandson of 
the founder who now manages the facility, indicated that they did not keep 
extensive records on the family plots; only information on the actual person 
who was interred.

Jefferson School Heritage Center 3/12/2013 N/A

Donnie Sadler of CRI met with Andrea Douglas, Executive Director of the 
heritage center. Inquired about article by Gayle Schulman local historian on 
“Learning in Charlottesville’s’ Freedman’s School, the first Jefferson School. 
She referred us to MACH Vol. 64 2006. Ms Douglas helped with research to 
establish a family tree for Sammons and Ferguson.

Virginia Historical Society N/A N/A
Multiple visits to research land records, tax records, cemetery records, 
directories, and other relevant information
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Virginia Department of Historic Resources
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DHR ID#: 002-5203
002-5193

Other DHR ID#:

Resource Information

National Register Eligibility Status 

Resource has not been evaluated.*

* Resource has not been formally evaluated by DHR or 

eligibility information has not been documented in DSS 

at this time.

Resource Name(s): Sammons Cemetery, Lambs Road   

{Function/Location}

Date of Construction: ca 1901

Local Historic District :

Location of Resource

County/Independent City: 

Commonwealth of Virginia

Albemarle

Magisterial District: 

Town/Village/Hamlet:

Tax Parcel: 

Zip Code:                                        

Address(s):   Lambs Road  {Current}

USGS Quadrangle Name: 
CHARLOTTESVILLE WEST

UTM Boundary Coordinates :

Northing EastingZone NAD

UTM Center coordinates :

NoUTM Data Restricted?.

Resource Description

Ownership Status: Public - State

Government Agency Owner: Virginia Department of Transportation

Acreage:  4.33

Surrounding area: Rural

Open to Public: No

January 2013: The cemetery is located approximately 600 feet to the west of Lambs Road, formerly called the Barracks Road, in a 

wooded area.  Within the cemetery are several small shrubs and a fallen tree.  The stones are arranged within the cemetery in a 

linear arrangement.  A dense layer of leaf debris is throughout.

Site Description:

Secondary Resource Summary: 

January 2013: A modern house is located to the east of the cemetery.

Resource StatusResource TypesCount

Cemetery Contributing 1

Single Dwelling Non-Contributing 1

Individual Resource Information

Single DwellingResource Type. Primary Resource? No

Individual Resource Detail  Information

Date of Construction: Accessed? 1984   {Local Records, Tax} No   Not accessible

 2.0 Number of Stories:Architectural Style: Other

Good

Interior Plan Type: 

Form: Condition: 

Threats to Resource: Demolition

January 2013: The house is a two-story, three-bay modern frame dwelling with projecting gable. The exterior is clad in vinyl siding 

and the roof in asphalt shingles. A one-story porch extends across the front facade and wraps around to the south. The porch 
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features a hipped roof and turned wood posts. Other features include one-over-one vinyl sash windows and a two-bay garage 

underneath the first floor.

CemeteryResource Type. Primary Resource? Yes

Individual Resource Detail  Information

Date of Construction: Accessed?ca 1901   {Site Visit} Yes   

 0.0 Number of Stories:Architectural Style: No Discernable Style

Fair

Interior Plan Type: 

Form: Condition: 

Threats to Resource: Transportation Expansion

January 2013: The Sammons Cemetery, located off Lambs Road in Albemarle County, has four burials marked with dressed stone 

monuments, three of which have associated footstones.  The dressed stone monuments mark the graves of Robert J. Sammons 

(1891-1924), son of Lula Minor and Jesse Scott Sammons; the grave of Jesse Scott Sammons (1853-1901); Lula Minor (1863-1928), 

his wife; and the grave of George Rutherford Ferguson (1877-1932), husband of Eva Sammons Ferguson, daughter of Jesse and 

Lula. The Sammons family is listed in the 1860 census records first as mulatto and in later census records as black.  Lula, Robert, and 

George were buried in the cemetery by the J. F. Bell Funeral Home of Charlottesville, which is still in business.  The inscriptions of 

the graves are in good condition and the markers unadorned.

Primary Resource Exterior Component Description:

Historic Time Period(s):
P- Reconstruction and Growth (1866 to 1916)

Q- World War I to World War II (1917-1945)

Historic Context(s): Funerary

Significance Statement

January 2013: The Sammons Cemetery, located off Lambs Road in Albemarle County, has four burials marked with dressed stone 

monuments, three of which have associated footstones.  The dressed stone monuments mark the graves of Robert J. Sammons 

(1891-1924), son of Lula Minor and Jesse Scott Sammons; the grave of Jesse Scott Sammons (1853-1901); Lula Minor (1863-1928), his wife; 

and the grave of George Rutherford Ferguson (1877-1932), husband of Eva Sammons Ferguson, daughter of Jesse and Lula. The Sammons 

family is listed in the 1860 census records first as mulatto and in later census records as black.  Lula, Robert, and George were buried in the 

cemetery by the J. F. Bell Funeral Home of Charlottesville, which is still in business.  The inscriptions of the graves are in good condition 

and the markers unadorned.  

The property on which the Sammons Cemetery is located was originally part of a lands owned as early as the early nineteenth century by 

Christian Wertenbaker.  In 1836, at the death of Christian Wertenbaker, according to his will, the estate passed to his wife, Mary for her 

natural life.  His son, William was named executor.  When Christian’s estate was inventoried in April of 1836, it included Chanty, a Negro 

woman, and three children, Margaret, Henry and Jane.  At Mary’s death the property was to pass to their surviving children; however, the 

estate became embroiled in complex chancery causes (Albemarle County Will 11:195; Albemarle County Inventory 12:182).  

A 27.80 (28) acre parcel, which was part of the Wertenbaker estate, was contracted to Jesse Sammons in 1881.  An initial payment of the 

$300.00 was made by Jesse at the time of the contract with “three equal annual payments” to be made on the property (Albemarle County 

Deed 85:179; Chancery Cause 14:311-312).  By June of 1885, Jesse owned the parcel outright. The parcel was mentioned in the court 

records only at a cursory level to confirm Jesse Sammons’ ownership.  Land Tax Records do not list Jesse Sammons as taxed on land in 

Albemarle County until 1887 and indicate that no buildings were located on the parcel at time he purchased the land on the Barracks Road 

(Albemarle County Deed 85:179; Land Tax Records 1883-1887).  The house does not appear on the Land Tax Records in 1890, but does 

appear on the 1891 list and was worth $50.00 with a total worth of land and building equaling $220.00.  In 1891 Jesse Sammons was also 

recorded as owning a 45.80 acre parcel which was part of the 127.80 acre estate of Mary Wertenbaker and sold to Sammons by R. S. Jones, 

colored.  Jones was the highest bidder of the parcel in 1885; however, was not able to pay off the debt and was forced to sell some of the 

land as payment (Albemarle County Deed 93:164-166).  No buildings were located on the 47.50 acre tract during Sammons’ ownership of 

the parcel.  In 1901, shortly before his death in the same year, Jesse Sammons and others owned a 10 acre lot in the Nuttycomb area in 

trust.  The parcel disappears from the Land Tax Records in 1902.

Also in 1901 the value of the house increases to $82.50, though the total value of the parcel including the buildings remained at $220.00.  
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An inventory of Jesse’s estate in November 1901 lists $462.50 in the Bank of Albemarle; however, the appraisers did not find it necessary 

to assess any other personal estate “as they were satisfied these was [sic] not more than the widow and minor children were entitled” 

(Inventory of Accounts and Sales Albemarle County 4:297).  As the only dwelling on record, it is assumed that Lula remained in the house 

with her children.  Lula died in 1928 and the property passed to her surviving children.  

On July 10, 1940, the remaining heirs of Jesse Scott Sammons; Eva Sammons Ferguson, widow, Alice Sammons Cardozo, daughter of Jesse 

and Lula Sammons, and her husband Howard Cardozo, and Thomas Sammons, son of Jesse and Lula, sold the property to John Lamb.  On 

the 29th of the same month John and Ethel Lamb sold the parcel to Thomas and Cora Wolfe.  The deed stipulated that the heirs of Jesse 

Sammons had perpetual use of the family cemetery located on the property and right of ingress and egress to the one-quarter to one-half 

acre plot (Albemarle Deed 247:306-307 and 247:464-465). 

Thomas Wolfe died in 1952 leaving Cora a widow.  It is during the 1950s that the parcel is subdivided and the Sammons house gets 

separated from the cemetery.  In 1958 Cora sold 7.5 acres of the 28 acre parcel to Adam and Mary Wyant.  The Wyant family retained 

ownership of the property until October 1993.  At that time 4.33 acres of the parcel was sold to Robert and Kimberly Perkins.  The deed of 

sale carried with it the provision for the Sammons family cemetery as originally stated in the 1940 deed.  In 1998 Robert and Kimberly 

Perkins sold the 4.33 acre parcel to the Commonwealth of Virginia, the current owner of the property (Albemarle Deed 331:380; 340:111-113; 

1350:400-404; 1702:469). 

Jesse Scott Sammons, who is interred in the family cemetery on Lambs Road, was the son of Rollins and Sarah Bell Sammons.  Sarah was 

the great-great-granddaughter of Elizabeth Hemings of Monticello and the daughter of Robert and Nancy Scott (“Hydraulic Plantation”).  

Elizabeth’s daughter Mary Hemings was a much valued domestic servant of the Jefferson household and was one of the servants who 

was brought to Richmond during Jefferson’s tenure as Governor.  Mary was hired by Thomas Bell, a merchant, during the time Thomas 

Jefferson was away in France in the 1780s and eventually became his common-law wife.  At the request of Mary, Jefferson sold her to Bell 

who in turn granted her freedom.  Sally Jefferson Bell, Mary’s free daughter, married Jesse Scott (1781-1862) and had three sons; Robert 

Scott (1803-1899), James Scott (c. 1810-1888), and Thomas Scott (Stanton 1997:98-99; “Mary Hemings”; Stanton 2002).  The Scotts have 

been documented, according to Dr. Erica James, as descendant from Native Americans as well, making the Scott-Sammons line a tri-racial 

family (Dr. Erica James, personal communication 12 March 2013).

Rollins Sammons, born in 1815 was one of seven children listed in 1833 of free blacks in Albemarle County.  The family was listed as living 

in Milton (Jordan 1994:139).  Rollins married Sarah Bell Scott in 1847, daughter of Robert and Nancy Scott (Enclosure C Letter from Central 

Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013).  Sammons was a miller by trade prior to the Civil War (United 

States Federal Census 1860) and would later buy a half interest in the Hydraulic Mills located along the Rivanna River near Ivy Creek.  The 

mill once belonged to an 800-acre plantation owned by Nathaniel Burnley (1786-1860).  The Burnley family operated two water powered 

flouring mills in Fredericksburg Parish, one listed under J. F. Burnley which had a capital value of $5,000.00 and produced, in 1870, 400 

bushels of flour and 3,000 bushels of corn meal and the other under Burnly [sic] and Wills which was valued at $15,000 and produced 

1,550 bushels of flour and 2,500 bushels of corn meal (United States Federal Non-Population Census 1870).  At Burnley’s death the 

property was involved in litigation for a number of years with the mill purchased in equal shares by Rollins Sammons and his partner W. 

W. Worledge in 1883.  Among the buildings in addition to the mill listed in the meets and bounds of the deed was a storehouse and the 

“house in front of the mill” (Albemarle County Deed 81:478-479; “Hydraulic Plantation”; Cooper 2007:77; Albemarle County Deed 

81:478-479; Chancery Cause 13:150; “History and Heritage”; “The Village of Hydraulic Mills”).  The c. 1800 Miller’s house was a small 

one-and-a-half-story frame dwelling set on a raised stone foundation (VDHR #002-0151).  The dwelling was damaged by a flood in 1870 

and was demolished in November 1965 (VDHR Site Files; Albemarle Historical Society Files; Lay 2000).  In 1890 the extant mill buildings 

alone were worth $2,000.00 with a total property worth of $4,125.00.  By accounts the mill was a profitable business and by 1893 Rollins 

was the sole owner of the mill (Land Tax Records 1893).  It appears; however, that between 1893 and 1895 Rollins died.  In the 1895 Land 

Tax Record book his property is listed under his estate with the buildings worth $450.00 and the total property worth equaling $646.14 

(Land Tax Records 1890-1895).  

Rollins and Sarah’s son Jesse Sammons was born in 1853 and was one of at least 12 known children.  In 1870, at approximately age 17, 

Jesse Sammons, according to census records was residing with his parents, Rollins (miller) and Sarah, in Hydraulic Mills.  Eleven siblings 

were also listed and included Jesse’s older sisters Ellen (age 21) and Mary (age 20) as well as his younger sisters and brothers; Martha 

(age 17), Ann (age 14), Rijillin [sic] (age 13), Harriett (age 11), Thomas N. (age 10), Agnes (age 7), Rollins (age 5), Robert (age 4), and 

William (age 1).  By age 29, in circa 1882, Jesse was a teacher; the first of the Ivy Creek School, a small one-room schoolhouse located near 

Ivy Creek.  Only the remains of the foundation, approximately one mile to the west of where the Hydraulic Mill once stood along the 
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Rivanna River, were extant in the 1950s according to the 1990 article “A History of Alyteesse.” (United States Federal Census 1870; 

“Alyteesse” 1990).   The site of the Ivy Creek School does not appear to have been registered as an archaeological site with the VDHR 

and it is unknown if the foundation still exists.

As the community around Charlottesville grew, the Ivy Creek School was moved to a new building known as the Union Ridge Graded 

School with Jesse Sammons as its first principal (1885 to 1901) and Rives C. Minor as Assistant Principal (Virginia Department of Public 

Instruction; United States Federal Census 1870 and 1880; “Alyteesse” 1990; Stanton 1997:126). Upon the death of Jesse Sammons in 1901, 

Rives Minor assumed the duties of Principal for several years until his retirement (“Alyteesse” 1990).  

During his lifetime, Jesse Sammons was active in politics including running for a seat in the Virginia General Assembly in 1880, and as 

secretary to the Earlysville Precinct Republican Club in 1882.  Sammons was also recommended as a delegate for the State Senate, but was 

not chosen (Michie 1900).  However, according to Republican National Convention, St. Louis, June 16th to 18th 1896, Sammons was noted 

as being from Charlottesville and “Alternate at Large” for Virginia (Harvey 1896).  He was also active in the Union Ridge Baptist Church as 

secretary and Sunday school teacher.  He also participated in the Baptist Sunday School Convention in the capacity of a state-level officer 

(Enclosure C Letter from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013).

In 1888 Jesse Scott Sammons, married Lula Minor Gibbons.  Jesse was 35 and Lula 25.  Lula was the daughter of Edward and Anna 

Gibbons and the niece of the prominent minister Reverend William Gibbons.  Her Aunt, Isabelle was a teacher at the Jefferson Graded 

School where Jesse graduated (Albemarle Historical Society Files).  Jesse and Lula had four children; Eva (b. 1889), Robert J. (b. 1891), 

Thomas E. (b. 1894), and Alice (b. 1895 or 1896).  Jesse died in 1901 at age the age 48 leaving Lula a widow with four children all under the 

age of 13 (United States Federal Census 1900).  Sammons’ obituary expounded on his contributions as teacher in the community both in 

terms of formal school training as well as his influence in spirituality and morals.  His funeral took place at the Union Ridge Baptist Church 

where Sammons had been a member, and was presided over by the pastor Reverend J. T. Johnson and R. G. Quarles.  Grave side service 

was performed by the Order of True Reformers of which Jesse was a member.  Started in Alabama and Kentucky in 1873, the Grand Order 

of True Reformers, an African American fraternal organization, in its early years preached temperance.  However, when William 

Washington Browne, founder, moved to Richmond, Virginia, the organization’s mission shifted to banking, insurance, and the educational 

needs of African American communities (“Funeral”; “United Order”; Hollie 2012).  

At his death, the estate of Jesse Sammons was appraised based on the amount of money he had in the bank at his death.  His real and 

additional personal property was not appraised as it was felt it did not go above the amount Lula and her children were entitled.  Lula 

retained the property until her death in 1928; however, in 1910 she was enumerated at a residence on Free Union Road.  According to 

census records of that year she was listed as farming with Robert listed as a farm labor and Thomas as laborer on the home farm.  Her 

niece, Beatrice also resided with the family at this time.  Beatrice was listed in the 1900 census as living with her parents Robert and Abbie 

in Jersey City, New Jersey (United States Federal Census 1900 and 1910).  Lula did not remarry and died at the age of 65 in 1928 as noted 

on her gravestone.  

Limited information for Jesse and Lula’s four children was currently located.   Eva, the oldest, married George Rutherford Ferguson in 1929.  

Eva was the only one of the four children to remain in Charlottesville.  George Rutherford Ferguson is one of four known marked graves in 

the Sammons family cemetery.  George, born on March 3, 1877, was the son of William B. and Cornelia F. Ferguson from Ohio.  His family 

later moved to Kentucky in 1885.  Later Ferguson would move to Charlottesville.  George R. Ferguson was a physician, a graduate of Fisk 

University in Nashville, Tennessee, and later of Howard University Medical College in Washington DC (Burkett et.al 1991:415; Fishe 88 

Title 151:243).  He married Luella B. Ferguson from Washington DC and had two children; Louise and George, Jr.  He first appeared in the 

City Directories of Charlottesville in 1904 (Hill 1904:59; United States Federal Census 1880 and 1920) and resided and had his medical 

practice first at 280 W. Main Street and then later, prior to 1910, at 307 W. Main Street.  Neither building appears to be extant.  Ferguson 

was listed for the last time in the 1922-1923 City Directory.  After the death of his first wife, Luella, presumably sometime in 1923, Ferguson 

moved his children to Cleveland, Ohio and set up a practice there until 1927.  He returned to Charlottesville in 1927 and resumed his 

practice (“Obituary”; Enclosure C Letter from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013).  While Dr. 

Ferguson was not the first African American physician in Charlottesville, he did practice medicine in the city for 20 years on a sustained 

basis.  A majority of time Dr. Ferguson was the only African American physician listed in the directories for the years he resided in 

Charlottesville; however, two others were also listed; Dr. Allen P. West at 405 W. Main Street in the 1910-1911 directory and Dr. George F. 

Johnson at 115 4th Street NW in 1914-1915 and again in 1919-1920 (Charlottesville City Directories 1904-1923; Journal of the National 

Medical Association 1933:36-37; Enclosure C Letter from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013; 

United States Federal Census 1930; Cross-White 1998:100).  In addition to his career in the medical field and a well-respected member of 
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the Charlottesville community, George Ferguson was also an active member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP) (“Obituary” 1933).

After his return to Charlottesville in 1927, Ferguson married Eva Sammons, daughter of Jesse and Lula.  The couple was only married for 

three years before George died in 1932 at the age of 55 (United States Federal Census Records 1880, 1920 and 1930).  Eva appeared to 

remain in the area and in 1945 was listed in the Charlottesville City Directory at 1018 Grady Avenue.  As mentioned prior, the Sammons 

family home was sold in 1940 (Albemarle County Deed 247:306-307).  

George and Luella’s children George R. Ferguson, Jr. and Louisa Ferguson appear to have stayed in Cleveland for a time where Louisa was 

a librarian.  George Ferguson, Jr., instead of becoming a third generation doctor, decided on a different career.  Schooled at New York’s 

American Academy of Mortuary Science, he moved back to Charlottesville in 1941 and opened a funeral home, which remained in 

business for a number of years on Page Street.  The family; George, Jr., his wife, Bernice, and Olivia, their daughter lived upstairs. George 

Ferguson, Jr. ran his funeral business for 50 years (Richardson 1980; Eshleman 1990; Charlottesville City Directory 1945 and 1955; 

Mangione 1990; “Recollections of George Ferguson”).  George Ferguson, Jr., like his father, was very active in the NAACP and became 

president of the organization’s local chapter.  Ferguson, Jr. was also very influential in the fight to desegregate Charlottesville’s schools.  

His daughter Olivia was one of the plaintiffs in the original desegregation suit and in 2004 was giving the key to the City and awarded a 

diploma from the Charlottesville public schools in honorarium.  In 1991, George Ferguson, Jr. was honored by the NAACP with an 

achievement award, given out yearly, named after him.  The City of Charlottesville further honored the memory of George Ferguson, Jr. by 

having a street named after him (Enclosure C Letter from Central Virginia History Researchers to Kathleen Kilpatrick, 19 February 2013; 

Richardson 1980; Eshleman 1990; Cross-White 1998:93).  

Robert J. Sammons, the second of four children born to Jesse and Lula, predeceased died before his mother and died at age 33 in 1924.  

Robert by 1916 had moved to Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey and according to his World War I Draft Registration Card was 

living with his brother Thomas, at 116 Harrison Avenue.  Robert was employed by the Pennsylvania Railroad out of Sunnyside, Long 

Island as a waiter in one of the dining cars.  Although his grave marker gives a date of 1891 as his birth, his Draft Card states he was born 

on October 23, 1892 (WWI Draft Registration Card 1917-1918).   As mentioned previously, Thomas Sammons also lived in Jersey City, 

New Jersey at 116 Harrison Avenue with his brother Robert and their uncle Robert Sammons. 

The following recommendation of NRHP eligibility for the Sammons Cemetery (VDHR #002-5203), is based on current research to date. 

Jesse Scott Sammons and Dr. George R. Ferguson were influential, locally prominent, and well-respected residents of the Hydraulic 

Mills/Union Ridge area of Albemarle County and Charlottesville, respectively and are important to the overall late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century history of the area.  The evaluation of this resource took into consideration not only the criteria set forth in the National 

Register but also the VDHR-defined themes of Education, Medicine, and Funerary (Criterion D only) in the VDHR-defined time periods of 

Reconstruction and Growth (1866-1917) and World War I to World War II (1917-1945).  The primary persons associated with the Sammons 

Cemetery are both recognized as having local significance to the Albemarle County area with respect to the fields of education and 

medicine in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The Code of Federal Regulations section 36 CFR 60 is the regulation that administers the National Register of Historic Places. The 

following evaluation of eligibility takes under consideration the regulation as set forth in 36 CFR 60.4.  The cemetery was initially 

evaluated under the standard Criteria A-D as well as Criteria Considerations C and D. According to 36 CFR 60.4, however, cemeteries shall 

not be considered eligible unless they meet the standards of one of the Criteria Considerations.  

Therefore, the current evaluation of the Sammons Cemetery examines first Criteria Considerations C and D followed by the standard 

Criteria A-D in reference to the Virginia Department of Historic Resources’ defined themes.  Criteria Considerations A, B, E, F, and G are 

considered not applicable for the evaluation of this resource.  The Sammons Cemetery is not a religious property as described in Criteria 

Consideration A, is not a building or structure removed from its original location as described in Criteria Consideration B, is not a 

reconstructed building as described in Criteria Consideration E, is not a commemorative property as described in Criteria Consideration F, 

and does not meet the criteria of achieving significance within the past 50 years as described in Criteria Consideration G.  

Criteria Considerations C and D.  Criteria Considerations C and D were utilized in the evaluation of this resource following the regulations 

set forth in 36 CFR 60.4.  Criteria Considerations A-B and E-G were considered not applicable to this evaluation.

Criteria Consideration C states that “a birthplace or grave of a historical figure is eligible if the person is of outstanding importance and if 

there is no other appropriate site or building directly associated with his or her productive life” (NRHP 1997:32).  Jesse Sammons was 

certainly well-known and influential in the community as an educator and promoter of learning in the Hydraulic Mills/Union Ridge 
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neighborhood.  However, his work in the field of education does not appear to meet the high standards implied by 36 CFR 60 and National 

Register Bulletin 15.  While Sammons, in collaboration with other local educators and community leaders, was influential in African 

American education in post-Civil War Virginia, no single accomplishment has been identified elevating him to the level of outstanding as 

implied in the NRHP guidance.   In addition, the location of the Albemarle Training School (VDHR #002-1135), which was constructed on 

the site of the second Union Ridge Graded School, for which Sammons was principal until 1901 is recognized as a connection to Jesse 

Sammons and his “productive life.” Although the school building itself has been transformed the site upon which the second Union 

Ridge Graded School could be considered an appropriate site associated with Sammons’s productive life.  Additionally, the Union Ridge 

Baptist Church where Jesse Sammons was an active member and Sunday school teacher (VDHR #002-0364) is a thriving Baptist 

community today.  

Similarly the work of George R. Ferguson in the field of medicine does not appear to meet the high standards implied by the NRHP 

guidance.  While Dr. Ferguson was a successful and involved doctor and community leader, participating in a number of activities 

including the local NAACP chapter, his individual accomplishments do not appear to meet the threshold for outstanding as implied by the 

National Register guidance.   Therefore, the Sammons Cemetery is not recommended eligible for listing on the NRHP under Criteria 

Consideration C.

Criterion Consideration D: Cemeteries states that, “a cemetery is eligible if it derives its primary significance from graves of persons of 

transcendent importance…” (NRHP 1997:34).  According to National Register Bulletin 15, the person must have been “of great eminence 

in their fields of endeavor or had a great impact upon the history of their community, state, or nation” to meet the definition of 

“transcendent importance” (NRHP 1997:34).  While Jesse Sammons is the great-great-great grandson of Elizabeth Hemings (a slave) of 

Monticello, and a prominent local person for his importance as a leader in Albemarle County for the education of African Americans 

during the late nineteenth century, his grave does not represent his life’s work and in itself does not meet the level of significance 

necessary as the grave of a person of transcendent importance in order to be eligible for listing under Consideration D.  Sammons was 

most certainly influential and played an important role in the development of African American initiatives in Hydraulic Mills/Union Ridge 

and the larger African American community in Albemarle County.  

Dr. George Ferguson’s productive life was split between Virginia and Ohio.  While he was a respected physician in both states, evidence 

is scant pertaining to any awarded achievements or honors bestowed.  Very little documentation of outstanding work in the medical field 

was found to meet the level of significance necessary as the grave of a person of transcendent importance in order to be eligible for listing 

under Consideration D.  

Both Jesse Scott Sammons and George R. Ferguson were influential and important parts of a developing African American community 

within the Charlottesville – Albemarle County area focused on the advancement of education and African American opportunities in the 

post-Civil War era.  However, the lives of both were cut short and therefore the full measure of what their contributions might have been 

during a longer productive life cannot be known.  Therefore, it is recommended that the Sammons Cemetery is not eligible for listing under 

Criteria Consideration D.  

Criterion A.  NRHP Criterion A applies to resources that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns in our history.  

National Register Bulletin 15 states that “a property must be associated with one or more events, important in the defined historic context” 

(NRHP 1997:12). The historical trend of small family cemeteries is common throughout rural areas.   Additionally, the guidance set forth in 

36 CFR 60.4 indicates that in order to be considered eligible, a cemetery must meet the criteria set forth in the Criteria Considerations, and 

in this case Criteria Consideration C or D.  The evaluation of the resource has recommended that the Sammons Cemetery does not meet 

the standards set forth in Criteria Considerations C and D and therefore is not recommended eligible under Criterion A.  

  

Criterion B. NRHP Criterion B applies to properties that “…are associated with persons whose specific contributions to history can be 

identified and documented” (NRHP 1997:14). Like Criterion A, in order for a cemetery to be considered eligible under this Criterion, it must 

be able to meet the standards inherent to consideration under Criteria Considerations C and D.  While Jesse Sammons is noted as a 

prominent local person for his importance as a leader in Albemarle County for the education of African Americans during the late 

nineteenth century and in his role as the first African American principal of the Union Ridge Graded School prior to his death in 1901, it 

does not appear that the individual achievements of Jesse Sammons during his lifetime rise to meet the threshold for consideration as 

outstanding or transcendent.   Similarly the achievements of George R. Ferguson. also do not appear to meet the threshold for 

consideration as outstanding or transcendent as implied in the NRHP criteria.   Therefore, the Sammons Cemetery is recommended as not 

individually eligible for listing under Criterion B.
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Criterion C.  Criterion C applies to resources “significant for their physical design or construction, including such elements as architecture, 

landscape architecture, engineering, and artwork” (NRHP 1997:17).   To be considered eligible under Criterion C a resource must meet at 

least one of the following requirements: 1) embody distinctive characteristics of a particular type, period, or method of construction; 2) 

represent the work of a master; 3) exhibit high artistic value; or 4) as a group represent a significant and distinguishable entity.  It is 

recommended that the Sammons Cemetery is not individually eligible under Criterion C for architectural merit.  Although the setting and 

location appear intact, the grave markers in the cemetery do not exhibit a high degree of artistic value or workmanship, are not distinctive 

of type or time period, do not represent the work of a master, and do not, as a group, represent a significant and distinguishable entity 

such as a historic district.  

Criterion D. Criterion D is typically utilized for the evaluation of archaeological sites.  However, in the case of a cemetery, in which the 

potential exists for unmarked or previously undocumented grave sites, Criterion D is an appropriate measure for evaluation. In addition, 

the VDHR defined Funerary Theme, was also applied.  Criterion D, according to National Register Bulletin 15 addresses those properties 

that can only answer questions important to “human history that can only be answered by the physical material of cultural resources.”  

Resources considered for evaluation under Criterion D are typically “properties that have the potential to answer, in whole or in part, 

those types of research questions” (NRHP 1997:21).  Although there are most likely unmarked and previously unrecorded interments 

within the bounds of the Sammons Cemetery, it is not recommended for listing under Criterion D.  The Sammons Cemetery is a small 

grouping of interments related to a single extended family.  The small number of interments does not have the capability of representing a 

statistically significant sample for typical investigations related to the study of population demography or mortality.  Unlike the nearby 

Woodfolk Cemetery (VDHR #44AB0418) which contains a significantly larger number of interments representative of several family 

groups across a community, the Sammons Cemetery does not appear to have the potential to contribute significant information regarding 

African American burial practices, mortality rates, or physical anthropological studies.
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