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Jesus called his followers "the salt of the earth" and "the light of the world" (Matthew 
5:13,14).  The two metaphors have little in common.  One is eaten, while the other is seen.  
One was extremely valuable in the ancient world, while the other was common and free.  One 
was a commodity, the other an element.

Here's what they have in common: both transform what they contact.  Salt is useless in a 
saltshaker; light is invisible under a basket.  But when they are applied where they are 
needed, they change what they touch.  A small amount of salt �avors a large amount of food.  
A tiny light is visible in the darkest room.  In fact, the more bland the food, the more obvious 
the salt.  The darker the room, the brighter the light.

Why did Jesus liken us to salt and light?  One answer is clear: he intends to use us to change 
our world.  He called us to "make disciples of all nations" (Matthew 28:19), to share his 
transforming love with our broken world.  Everyone who encountered Jesus in Scripture was 
changed by the experience.  It is the same today.  In fact, after nearly 40 years of preaching the 
gospel, I have yet to meet a person who trusted Christ and was sorry.

The great need of our day is for more culture-changing, salt and light Christians.  Why?

Sociologist James Davison Hunter's masterful To Change the World shows how culture 
changes.  Winning elections isn't enough.  For example, divorce skyrocketed during the 
Reagan Administration and gay marriage �rst became legal under George W. Bush.  Neither 
was their fault, of course.  The point is that electing Christians to o�ce is not enough by itself 
to change the culture.

Building large churches isn't enough.  Non-Christians seldom attend church services; 90 
percent of those who watch religious broadcasting are themselves religious.

So, what changes culture?

Dr. Hunter shows that when Christians achieve their highest in�uence and live there as 
salt-and-light disciples, "manifesting faithful presence," as he puts it, God uses our lives and 
witness to change our culture in ways we may see and ways we may not.  When we are the 
presence of Christ in our lost world, the Spirit uses us with transformative power.  God's word 
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never returns void (Isaiah 55:10-11).  As we go into the culture in Christ's power for his glory, 
we extend the kingdom of God around the world.

What does a culture-changing Christian look like?  How can we become one?

After Solomon dedicated the temple to God, he received a vision from the Lord.  God 
responded to the king's sacri�ce with these familiar words:

 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour  
 the  land or send a plague among my people, if my people, who are called by my  
 name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their  
 wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal  
 their land (2 Chronicles 7:13-14).

In a time of crisis, God's plan to renew the nation starts with "my people, who are called by my 
name."  We are to humble ourselves, admitting our need of God as our King and Lord.  We are 
to pray—the Hebrew word means to pray together, in the collective, for our nation.  We are 
to "seek" God's face—the Hebrew word means "to run hard after," to seek a more intimate, 
passionate relationship with God than we've ever known.  Then we are to "turn from our 
wicked ways," repenting and realigning ourselves with God's word and will.

Humble—pray—seek—turn.  These are the priorities by which God's people become his 
instruments for healing our land.  How do we live by them daily?

 •  Humble: begin your day by surrendering it to Christ as your King.  Ask the Holy  
    Spirit to "�ll" you, to control and use you for God's glory (Ephesians 5:18).  Pray  
    through your day, committing it to your Father.
 •  Pray: join with other believers in praying daily for spiritual awakening in your  
    life, your church, your city and your nation.
 •  Seek: make an appointment early in the day to meet alone with God.  Read his  
    word, worship him, intercede for your needs and others.  Then make time again  
    during the day and at night to connect your heart with his Spirit.
 •  Turn: ask the Spirit to bring to your mind anything in your life that displeases  
    God, and confess all that comes to your thoughts.  Through the day, confess your 
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 sins as soon as you commit them.  At least once a week, take an extended time for  
 spiritual inventory, writing on a paper all that the Spirit reveals to you and confess 
 ing each sin speci�cally with a repentant spirit.  Claim God's promise to forgive all  
 you confess to him (1 John 1:9).

Make these "7:14 imperatives" your priorities and lifestyle, and God will use your life as a 
catalyst for spiritual awakening.

The stories we'll explore in this booklet model these commitments.  They will give us guidance 
as they call us to be salt and light where we are, as we are.  Some are well-known; others you 
may meet for the �rst time.  But all are true heroes of the faith.  Perhaps someday others will 
say the same of us.

Culture-changing heroes in Scripture

We will begin our survey with biblical examples of the 7:14 priorities at work.  Each of the 
people we'll meet had a profound, historic impact on his or her  culture and ours.  Their stories 
are in Scripture as examples for God's people, then and today.

Moses: "more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth"

The �rst of our 7:14 imperatives is for God's people to "humble themselves."  Let's begin our 
survey of biblical culture-changers with the man who obeyed this command more fully than 
anyone in the Bible, excepting Jesus.  And let's watch God use his life to transform human 
history as a result.

Remember Moses' story

The signature event in Moses' story is his encounter with God in Exodus 3.  Here he meets God 
for the �rst time; here he learns God's personal name (Yahweh, usually printed as "the LORD" 
in English).  After Moses draws closer to a bush that is burning but not being consumed, he 
hears his name: "Moses!  Moses!" (v. 4).  In his culture, addressing someone twice by name 
was a way of expressing a�ection, known by scholars as a "repetition of endearment."
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When Moses responds, God instructs him to "take o� your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground" (v. 5).  In their culture, a person took o� his sandals when entering 
the house of a superior person as a way of demonstrating humility and subjugation.  On this 
occasion, Moses was led to recognize the very ground upon which he stood as God's "house," 
and to humble himself before this Almighty Lord.

Moses would exhibit such humility the rest of his life.  He humbled himself before God in 
obedience, complying with God's command to stand before Pharaoh and his call to Mt. Sinai.  
He humbled himself in prayer, interceding for the people even when they wanted to kill him.  
He humbled himself in service, choosing to partner with Joshua and to train his successor to 
lead the nation into their Promised Land.

And he humbled himself in giving, throwing his shepherd's sta� to the ground at God's 
demand.  Even though it was his most valued possession, protecting him from wild animals 
and giving him power over sheep and predators, he yielded it to God.  When he did, it came 
alive as a snake.  When he picked it up, it became a rod again (Exodus 4:2-5).

From this point forward, Moses' shepherd sta� is known as the "rod of God."  With the rod of 
God, the Lord turned the Nile into blood, parted the Red Sea and destroyed the mightiest 
army the world had ever seen.  With the rod of God extended over the battle�eld, God gave his 
people victory over the Amalekites.  With the rod of God, the Lord brought water from a rock.  
With the rod of God, the Lord led his people to the edge of the Promised Land.

Follow Moses' example

Without Moses, the Jewish people would have remained slaves in Egypt.  We would not have 
the Ten Commandments, the Jewish law, or the �rst �ve books of Scripture.  It is likely that the 
Jewish people would eventually have been assimilated into Gentile society (as the Ten 
Northern Tribes were after their enslavement by Assyria), so that there would have been no 
"chosen people" through whom God would eventually bring our Messiah.

Numbers 12:3 says of him, "Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on 
the face of the earth."  And his humility positioned him to be used by God to change the world.
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When last did you humble yourself before God as your King?  When last did you surrender your 
time, abilities, and resources fully and unconditionally to him?  What's in your hand that could 
be used by God today?  Lay it down and it will come to life.  And God will use it to change your 
culture today.

Are you humble enough to obey, pray, serve, and give, whatever the cost?

David: "a man after God's own heart"

Our second 7:14 imperative is to "pray."  The Hebrew word calls us to pray together, in the 
collective, seeking God's power for awakening and renewal.  A hero who modeled this priority 
in a culture-changing way is King David.  No leader in history has been more in�uential in 
changing his or her nation.  And none was more committed to worship and prayer.

Remember David's story

Before David became king, the Jewish people were scattered across the Promised Land, ruled 
on occasion by temporary "judges" who rose to leadership in times of crisis.  Samson was such 
a judge _ a leader for the short term, but not a transformative �gure.  Judges 21:25 describes 
the times: "In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw �t."

Then Saul became Israel's �rst king, but he was largely a failure as a leader.  He consistently 
rejected God's clear instructions through the prophet Samuel and grew more paranoid as 
time passed.  He could not defeat the Philistines or other enemies of the nation.  The people 
had no central capital, no central place of worship, and no spiritual leader.

David's rule changed every dimension of the nation.  Under his leadership, the Philistines 
were defeated and Israel's other enemies were subjugated.  Jerusalem was established as the 
capital of the united nation.  Plans were put in place for the temple that Solomon, David's son 
and successor, would construct.

But David's most signi�cant in�uence over the nation was spiritual.  He gave the Jewish 
people the Psalms, their songbook of faith.  He modeled consistent worship and public prayer.  
Even after his horri�c sin with Bathsheba, he repented publicly and taught the people to 
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Even after his horri�c sin with Bathsheba, he repented publicly and taught the people to 
respond to their sins in the same way (Psalm 51).

He knew how God felt about the priority of collective prayer and worship:

 I will praise the name of God with a song;
  I will magnify him with thanksgiving.
 This will please the Lord more than an ox
  or a bull with horns and hoofs.
 When the humble see it they will be glad;
  you who seek God, let your hearts revive (Psalm 69:30-32).

David's dedication to public worship and prayer was displayed most powerfully when the 
people transported the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem.  Here's how he led the nation: 
"When those who were carrying the ark of the Lord had taken six steps, he sacri�ced a bull 
and a fattened calf.  Wearing a linen ephod, David was dancing before the Lord with all his 
might, while he and all Israel were bringing up the ark of the Lord with shouts and the sound 
of trumpets" (2 Samuel 6:13-15).

Such passion for worship and prayer marked the king's life and legacy, so that God could say 
of him, "I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart" (Acts 13:22).

Follow David's example

There is power in collective prayer that is available to us in no other way.  

 • Jesus encouraged his followers: "Where two or three are gathered in my name,  
    there am I among them" (Matthew 18:20).  He promised them, "If two of you  
    agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in  
    heaven" (Matthew 18:19).
 • Paul instructed the Roman church to "be constant in prayer" (Romans 12:12).
 • He prayed for them: "May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to  
    live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together  
    you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ"  
    (Romans 15:5-6).
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 • Paul taught the Colossian church: "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,  
   teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and  
   spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to the Lord" (Colossians 3:16).  He  
   instructed them to "continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with  
   thanksgiving" (Col. 4:2).
 • James, the half-brother of Jesus, asked his readers: "Is anyone among you sick?   
   Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him  
   with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer of faith will save the one who is  
   sick, and the Lord will raise him up" (James 5:14-15).

The experience of the first Christians is especially instructive:

 • After Jesus' ascension, the believers "with one accord were devoting themselves  
    to prayer" (Acts 1:14).  Then, "when the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all  
    together in one place" (Acts 2:1).  The result was that the Spirit empowered them,  
    Peter preached, and "about three thousand souls" were saved (Acts 2:41).
 • Perhaps as a result of this experience with collective prayer, early Christians  
    continued in this lifestyle: "They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching  
    and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers" (Acts 2:42).
 • Later, when Peter was imprisoned by Herod and held for execution, "earnest 
    prayer for him was made by the church" (Acts 12:5), and the apostle was miracu- 
    lously freed to continue his global ministry.

Wise King Solomon observed, "though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will 
withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken" (Ecclesiastes 4:12).  Nowhere is this 
more true than in prayer.

With whom are you praying regularly for spiritual awakening in our land and in your life?

Daniel: "he got down on his knees three times a day and prayed"

Our third 7:14 imperative is for God's people to "seek my face."  "Seek" translates a Hebrew 
word which means to search out, strive after, ask, beg, beseech, desire.  It describes a passion-
ate search for something of great value.  "Face" translates the Hebrew word for countenance 
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or presence.  To seek a person's "face" is to seek an intimate, face-to-face encounter with her 
or him.  To seek God's "face" is to seek a closer relationship with him than you have right now.

Remember Daniel's story

The more our culture turns from Christ, the more believers must turn to him.  For example, 
remember the experience of Daniel the prophet.  Over time, "Daniel became distinguished 
above all the other high o�cials and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him.  And the 
king planned to set him over the whole kingdom" (Dan. 6:3).  However, rivals jealously 
opposed his elevation in authority.  They knew they would not �nd grounds for complaint 
against him "unless we �nd it in connection with the law of his God" (v. 5).

So they led the king to establish a law that no one could pray to any god or man except the 
king for the next 30 days.  Punishment for violation was to be cast into a den of lions (v. 7).

What would Daniel do?  He could cease praying to God for the next 30 days, reasoning that he 
could serve the Lord more by staying alive than by dying.  He could continue to pray, but do so 
quietly in private so as not to be detected.  Or he could continue his public, passionate 
commitment to meet with God in prayer, risking his life as a result.

Here's what he chose: "When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his 
house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem.  He got down on 
his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done 
previously" (v. 10).  His enemies heard his prayers and forced the king to arrest Daniel and 
throw him into the lions' den.

You know the result: "God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths" (v. 22).  Daniel was 
spared; his enemies were thrown to the lions and killed.  The king then issued a proclamation 
to "all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth" (v. 25).  Here was his 
decree: "People are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel."  The king added:

 For he is the living God,
  enduring forever;
 his kingdom shall never be destroyed,
  and his dominion shall be to the end.
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 He delivers and rescues;
  he works signs and wonders
  in heaven and on earth,
 he who has saved Daniel
  from the power of the lions (vs. 26-27).

Follow Daniel's example

When we seek God's face with passion, we are empowered by his Spirit and become his agent 
for cultural transformation.  For this reason, the Scriptures consistently call us to this commitment:

 • "Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always" (1 Chronicles 16:11).
 • "Devote your heart and soul to seeking the Lord your God" (1 Chr. 22:19).
 • Wicked king Rehoboam "did evil because he had not set his heart on seeking the  
    LORD" (2 Chronicles 12:14).
 • However, godly king Asa "commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their  
    fathers, and to obey his laws and commands" (2 Chr. 14:4).
 • Scripture says of Hezekiah, "In everything that he undertook in the service of  
    God's temple and in obedience to the law and the commands, he sought his God  
    and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered" (2 Chr. 31:21).
 • The Bible says of good king Josiah, "In the eighth year of his reign, while he was  
    still young, he began to seek the God of his father David" (2 Chr. 34:3).
 • David assures us, "The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of  
    trouble.  Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, LORD, have never  
    forsaken those who seek you" (Psalm 9:9-10).  He later prayed, "may all who seek  
    you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who love your salvation always say, 'The  
    LORD be exalted!'" (Ps. 40:16).
 • Now the prophet exhorts us, "Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him  
    while he is near" (Isaiah 55:6).
 • God told Jeremiah, "You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your  
    heart" (Jeremiah 29:13).

Does God's word tell us how we are to structure our prayer commitment?  In fact, it does.  
Daniel sought God's face three times a day (Dan. 6:10).  This was the commitment of his 
Jewish culture, following the example of Psalm 55:17: "Evening and morning and at noon I 
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utter my complaint and moan, and he hears my voice."

Jews believe that this three-fold prayer commitment originated with the Patriarchs.  Accord-
ing to their tradition, Abraham prayed in the morning; Isaac added a prayer time in the 
afternoon; and Jacob added a third prayer time in the evening.  To this day, the Jewish people 
follow this pattern.  Their �rst prayers o�ered to God are called Shacharit (from shachar, 
"morning light").  They are said upon rising; on Mondays and Thursdays, Jews add a reading 
from the Torah.  Afternoon prayers are called Minchah, and are typically recited after noon.  
Evening prayers are called Ma'ariv or Arvith, and are recited at dark or before retiring for the 
night.

The Jewish three-fold prayer commitment is extremely signi�cant in the New Testament.   The 
Jews began their day at 6 AM. By Jesus' day, the people had �xed their prayer commitments 
at 9:00 AM, 12:00 noon, and 3:00 PM.  Note that Jesus was cruci�ed at the "third hour" or 9 
AM, the �rst prayer time (Mark 15:25).  Darkness fell at the "sixth hour" or 12:00 noon, the 
second prayer time (Matthew 27:45).  Jesus died at the "ninth hour" or 3 PM, the third prayer 
time (Matt. 27:46).  His atoning death would change human history forever.

The Spirit fell at Pentecost at the "third hour" or 9 AM, the time of morning prayer (Acts 2:15).  
Some days later, Peter and John went to the Jerusalem temple "at the hour of prayer, the 
ninth hour" (Acts 3:1).  There they encountered a man lame from birth, whose healing 
brought the crowds gathering for evening prayer to hear the gospel (v. 11).  These events were 
crucial catalysts for the global advance of God's Kingdom.

Even Gentiles who worshiped the God of Israel followed this prayer schedule.  For instance, 
Cornelius was a man who "prayed continually to God" (Acts 10:1).  However, he received a 
vision from the Lord at "the ninth hour of the day" (v. 3), during the time of evening prayers.  
And the gospel came to the Gentile world as a result.

If we would be culture-changing Christians like these, shouldn't we follow their example?

Paul: "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief"

Our last 7:14 imperative is for God's people to "turn from their wicked ways."  "Wicked" 
translates a Hebrew word for superlative evil, that which is terribly wrong.  "Ways" translates 
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a word for road, path, journey, mode of action, course of life.  Taken together, they describe 
lives lived in direct opposition to God's word and will.

Are America's "ways" more "wicked" than ever before?  Consider these facts:

 • 40 percent of American adults regularly visit pornography sites.
 • 90 percent of children ages 8 to 16 have viewed porn online.
 • Hollywood produces around 400 films a year; the adult film industry produces  
    more than 11,000.
 • Every year, 32,000 Americans die on our nation's highways; every 10 days, that  
    number of abortions are performed in our country.
 • The financial impact of illegal drugs in America exceeds $193 billion.
 • 60 percent of Americans admit to lying at least once during a typical 10-minute  
    conversation.
 • 70 percent of Protestant pastors believe our religious freedoms are now in danger.

Is our culture too far gone to be saved?  Not yet.  Consider Paul the apostle.

Remember Paul's story

Paul (also known by his Jewish name, Saul) was "a persecutor of the church" (v. 6), one who 
"persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it" (Galatians 1:13).  He admitted, 
"I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women" 
(Acts 22:4).  He confessed to God, "I imprisoned and beat those who believed in you.  And 
when the blood of Stephen your witness was being shed, I myself was standing by and 
approving and watching over the garments of those who killed him" (vs. 19-20).

But as Paul "journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in 
bonds to Jerusalem to be punished" (Acts 22:5), he met the risen Christ (Acts 9:1-19).  His sins 
were forgiven, and "immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 'He is the 
Son of God'" (v. 20).  In fact, "Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the 
Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ" (v. 22).

He would later admit, "I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God" (1 Corinthians 15:9).  But when he turned from his 
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wicked ways, God made him the greatest evangelist, missionary, and theologian in Christian 
history.  Excepting Jesus, has anyone changed our culture more signi�cantly than Paul?

Follow Paul's example

The biblical pattern is clear: God forgives all we confess and uses redeemed sinners to change 
the world.  Abraham lied about his wife (Genesis 12:11-20), but God used him so powerfully 
that through him "all the families of the earth will be blessed" (v. 3).  Jacob deceived his 
father, brother, and father-in-law, but God made him the father of the 12 tribes of Israel.  
Moses was a murderer and fugitive; David was an adulterer, murderer, and liar.  Peter denied 
three times that he even knew Jesus, but his Lord forgave him and commissioned him to "feed 
my sheep" (John 21:17).

The more holy we choose to be, the more God's Holy Spirit can use us.  It is vital that we 
confess our sins regularly and honestly to God, claiming his forgiving grace (1 John 1:9).  But 
when we do, we must reject the lie that God can no longer use us for his Kingdom purposes.  
The only person God can't use is the person who won't be used.

Jesus "came into the world to save sinners" (1 Timothy 1:15, KJV).  If he could use the "chief of 
sinners" can't he use you?

Other heroes in Scripture

We could consider many more culture-changing heroes in God's word.  For instance, Josiah 
was a young king who followed Manasseh, perhaps the most wicked ruler in Jewish history.  
When the book of the Law was discovered during temple renovations Josiah ordered, he 
summoned "all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem" (2 Chronicles 34:29).  Then "he read in 
their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the house of 
the Lord.  And the king stood in his place and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after 
the Lord and to keep his commandments and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to 
perform all the words of the covenant that were written in this book" (vs. 30-31).  What was 
the result for his people?  "All his days they did not turn away from following the Lord, the God 
of their fathers" (v. 33).  One person truly can change a nation.

Elijah stood before the assembled prophets of Baal, challenging them to call their god to send 
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�re on their altar.  When they failed, he then called on the one true God to manifest his power, 
and "the �re of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt o�ering and the wood and the stones 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench" (1 Kings 18:38).  What happened 
to the nation as a result?  "When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, 'The 
Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God'" (v. 39).  They seized and destroyed the prophets of Baal 
and restored worship of the true God to the land.  Here we learn that one believer can stand 
up against sin and change the culture.

Hannah became the mother of one of the most culture-changing �gures in history.  Her son, 
Samuel, was Israel's last judge, �rst prophet, and con�dant to the nation's �rst kings.  But his 
mother's faithfulness was the key to his character and commitment.  Childless at the time, 
Hannah "was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly" (1 Samuel 1:10).  
When God gave her a son, she gave him back to the Lord in service (v. 28).  Her prayer of 
gratitude for God's grace is a model of praise and trust (1 Samuel 2:1-10).  Years later, "as 
Samuel grew, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground" (1 Samuel 
3:19).  With this national result: "And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was 
established as a prophet of the Lord" (v. 20).  He was as sacri�cial in his faith as his mother was 
in hers. 

Jonah was the reluctant prophet of Scripture.  Called to Nineveh, capital of the Jews' most 
hated enemies, he ran from God as he �ed to Tarshish (Jonah 1).  After God sent the storm and 
the giant �sh, he ran to God in repentance (Jonah 2).  He then ran for God to Nineveh, where 
he preached God's word to the people.  With this result: "the people of Nineveh believed God.  
They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them" 
(Jonah 3:5).  Even their king repented with sackcloth and ashes (v. 6) and proclaimed such 
repentance for everyone (vs. 7-9).  From one man's reluctant preaching came a spiritual 
awakening that swept an entire nation.

Deborah was one of Israel's greatest judges, leading a rebellion against the Canaanite oppres-
sors of her people (Judges 4).  Her song of praise after God granted victory to the Jewish 
nation called the people to worship and spiritual renewal (Judges 5).  She stands as an 
example of heroic sacri�ce and unconditional trust in God.  

Nehemiah was governor of Jerusalem during its reconstruction after the Babylonian captivity.  
He not only led the people to rebuild their walls, thus securing their city and future.  He also 
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led them in spiritual repentance and consecration: "I cleansed them from everything foreign, 
and I established the duties of the priests and Levites, each in his work; and I provided for the 
wood o�ering at appointed times, and for the �rstfruits" (Nehemiah 13:30-31).  "Secular" 
leaders can have an enormous "spiritual" impact on those they lead.

John the Baptist could have been Messiah, at least in the eyes of his contemporaries.  But he 
refused such prideful ambition, choosing instead to announce the coming of "the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29).  John's life motto was simple: "He 
must increase, but I must decrease" (John 3:30).  And God used him to prepare the way for the 
Messiah of mankind.

These culture-changing heroes prove that God can use anyone who will be used.  When we 
focus our lives on our Lord, re�ecting his light to our darkening world, he uses us in ways we 
could never predict.  One + God = majority.

Culture-changing heroes today

It is easy to dismiss such towering �gures of biblical history as people whose legacy we could 
never match.  We can respond to contemporary heroes in the same way—who of us is willing 
to serve lepers like Mother Teresa or preach to stadiums like Billy Graham?

The people you'll meet next are impacting their culture just as faithfully as the epochal 
leaders of Christian history.  These men and women serve Jesus in business and other 
"secular" callings.  Each knows that the only di�erence between so-called "sacred" and 
"secular" work is location.  Each has been used by God's Spirit with transformative result.

Philip Anschutz: The Chronicles of Narnia

Philip Anschutz is a multibillionaire.  This former oilman co-founded Major League Soccer as 
well as multiple teams in the league.  He is part owner of the Los Angeles Lakers, the Los 
Angeles Kings, and several sports arenas.  

Anschutz especially models the 7:14 imperative of humility.  He exhibits Moses' commitment 
to humility through giving, donating hundreds of millions of dollars for health science and
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research.  He founded a number of organizations focused on cultural issues as well, including: 
 • The Foundation for a Better Life, which promotes "positive behavioral values"  
    through media outlets.
 • Institute for American Values, which works to promote biblical marriage.
 • Colorado for Family Values, which led voters in 1992 to approve a constitutional  
    amendment against same-sex marriage.
 • Enough is Enough, which seeks to protect children and families from Internet  
    pornography and sexual predators.

As a result of their generosity, he and his wife received the 2009 William E. Simon Prize for 
Philanthropic Leadership.

And he, like Moses, is committed to humility through serving.  When he realized in 2004 that 
his grandchildren were growing up without positive cultural influences, he founded produc-
tion companies to bring high-quality, uplifting family movies to theaters: Bristol Bay for 
adults, and Walden Media for children.  

Philip Anschutz says he "decided to stop cursing the darkness" and do something about it.  
How can you follow his example?

Richard Cadbury: Cadbury

In 1861, a British merchant named Richard Cadbury created the first ever heart-shaped box of 
chocolates for the holiday.  Was his idea a success?  More than 36 million such boxes are now 
sold each year for Valentine's Day.  What most people don't know is that collective prayer, our 
second 7:14 imperative, has been central to Cadbury from its beginning to today.

Richard and his brother George inherited the company from their father John, who founded it 
in 1824.  Lifelong Quakers, their family prayed together every day, asking God to guide and 
use them in all they did.  As an expression of their faith, they sold tea, coffee, cocoa and 
chocolate as alternatives to alcohol, which they blamed for much of the poverty and depriva-
tion among working people of their day.

The Cadbury brothers turned their father's shop into a major manufacturing enterprise that 
eventually provided jobs for 2,600 people.  From the beginning, morning prayers and daily 
Bible readings were conducted for the entire workforce.  The brothers gave employees a 
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half-day holiday each Saturday (a very progressive idea for the time).  They encouraged young 
employees to attend night school and allowed them to leave work early twice a week for 
classes.  They provided sports facilities and summer camps and built a hospital for their 
employees.

The brothers purchased 120 acres on which they built housing for their workers, including 16 
homes for senior employees.  Democratically elected employee councils helped manage the 
company and meet the needs of workers.  George bought a newspaper in 1901 which he used 
to campaign for old age pensions and to oppose sweatshop labor.  To this day, the company 
has kept alcohol from being sold in its district.

And the Quaker study center which George and Richard Cadbury established remains the only 
such center and house of prayer in Europe today.  From its inception, Cadbury followed David's 
example and dedication to prayer.  As it grew, its commitment to prayer services has contin-
ued.

What could you do to lead those you in�uence to pray together for spiritual awakening?

S. Truett Cathy: Chick-�l-A

I know of no better contemporary example of our third 7:14 imperative, "seek his face," than 
Truett Cathy.  After serving in the U.S. Army during World War II, he and his brother opened the 
Dwarf House restaurant in Atlanta, Georgia.  In 1967, they opened the �rst Chick-�l-A in the 
Greenbriar Shopping Center in Atlanta.  They could not have imagined that their idea would 
birth more than 1,600 restaurants.  In the mid-1990s, Cathy hired a Dallas advertising agency 
which birthed the idea of cows and bad grammar on billboards.  And the rest is history.

Cathy's commitment to Christ led him to close his stores each Sunday so employees could 
attend worship services.  Even though many in the fast food industry �nd Sunday to be one of 
their busiest days, his company has remained one of the fastest-growing in America.  Cathy 
has taken in over 200 foster children over 30 years, and donated $18 million to develop foster 
homes and summer camps.  His Leadership Scholarship program for Chick-�l-A employees 
has awarded more than $23 million over the past 35 years.

His son, Dan, is now CEO, leading 61,000-plus employees.  In 2012, his company's commit-
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ment to biblical marriage created a �restorm of media controversy.  As a result of their support 
for biblical marriage, Boston Mayor Thomas Menino stated that "Chick-�l-A doesn't belong in 
Boston."  Northeastern University refused to allow the franchise on campus.  The group behind 
"the Muppets" noti�ed Chick-�l-A that "we do not wish to partner with them on any future 
endeavors." 

Asked about their critics, Cathy responded: "We intend to stay the course.  We know that it 
might not be popular with everyone, but thank the Lord, we live in a country where we can 
share our values and operate on biblical principles."  He explained further: "We are very much 
supportive of the family—the biblical de�nition of the family unit.  We are a family-owned 
business, a family-led business, and we are married to our �rst wives.  We give God thanks for 
that."

Such controversy has not deterred the Cathy family from their mission.  Dan says his job is to 
lead employees to give customers "second-mile" service (Matthew 5:41) and believes that 
"our work should be an act of worship.  Our work should be our mission �eld."  He explains 
their company strategy: they are "based on biblical principles, asking God and pleading with 
God to give us wisdom on decisions we make."  

Like the prophet Daniel, Truett Cathy and his family clearly seek God's face and choose to serve 
him whatever the cost.  Would those who know you say the same of you?

Bob Rowling: Omni Hotels

Our last 7:14 imperative is for God's people to "turn from their wicked ways."  Sometimes this 
commitment means that we help others do the same.

Robert Rowling is a native of Corpus Christi, Texas.  In 1972, he began working for his father's 
oil and gas company.  In 1989, Texaco acquired their company for $476 million.  Bob used the 
proceeds to form TRT Holdings, which would later purchase Omni Hotels for $500 million and 
Gold's Gym for $180 million.

On November 5, 1999, Omni Hotels announced that it would remove all pay-per-view adult 
content from its hotel rooms.  Such content was one of the most lucrative sources of revenue 
in the hotel industry at the time.  Nonetheless, Rowling made this decision when he stayed in 
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an Omni hotel room and was shocked at the adult entertainment that was available.  He 
explained his response: "As a father of two sons, I was uncomfortable with the late-night 
entertainment at our hotels . . . We made a conscious decision not to pro�t from pornography 
and to eliminate the adult movies from our hotels.  I believe it was the right thing to do."

The hotel chain's press release stated, "The decision to remove the adult pay-per-view movies 
was morally and conscionably driven by the company's ownership in response to what it 
perceives as a growing need for corporate America to support pro-family issues."  Peter 
Strebel, Omni Hotels' vice-president of marketing at the time, added, "Not all business 
decisions should be �scally driven.  We believe that this is the right thing to do; the right thing 
for Omni Hotels, our associates and our customers."

How can you take a stand for biblical morality in your community?  How could your in�uence 
be used to advance God's Kingdom through moral and spiritual renewal?  Your commitment 
will likely come at a cost.  But God o�ers higher rewards than any pro�t this world can deliver.

What price will you pay to help America turn from our wicked ways before it's too late?

Other heroes today

We could consider many more contemporary culture-changing heroes.  For instance, North 
Carolina businessman Don Flow is a committed and compassionate believer.  As a result, he 
streamlined his automotive dealerships so they could remain pro�table while reducing costs 
for customers, especially those with lower incomes.  He explains: "We want to be the kind of 
company that if we did not exist, a community would want us to exist because of the 
contribution that we have made to the common good."

Jennifer Wiseman is an astrophysicist and one of the country's top leaders on science policy.  
She earned her Ph.D. in astronomy from Harvard University; after research fellowships at the 
National Radio Astronomy Observatory and Johns Hopkins University, she joined NASA in 
2003.  She now serves as senior project scientist for the Hubble Space Telescope.  A strong 
believer, she speaks widely on the relationship between science and faith.  In 2010, she 
became director of the American Association for the Advancement of Science's Dialogue on 
Science, Ethics, and Religion.
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Tennessee businessmen Alan and Eric Barnhart live on one percent of their company's pro�ts 
and have donated the rest to an irrevocable charitable trust.  Alan is CEO of Barnhart Crane and 
Rigging, a $250 million heavy lifting and heavy transport company with 21 o�ces across the 
U.S. and an 80-acre headquarters in Memphis.  Before going into business, Alan studied and 
catalogued every biblical verse on money.  He learned that God owns it all, and that we should 
fear the negative spiritual e�ects that can come from a�uence.  So, as their business began to 
prosper, the brothers and their wives made the conscious decision to continue modest 
lifestyles and use their resources to advance God's Kingdom around the world.

Bethany Hamilton lost her left arm at the age of 13 when she was attacked by a shark.  Within 
three weeks she was back in the water.  She won her �rst national title in 2005 and became a 
professional surfer two years later.  In Soul Surfer, the movie about her accident and recovery, 
Bethany and her family took on Hollywood to be sure her Christian faith was portrayed in the 
movie. Michael Flaherty, the president of Walden Media said that in the end, the �lm struck 
the right balance: "To see a movie where she wasn't talking about her faith . . . it would have 
�opped," he said.  "It's silly to narrow (the family's faith). It’s like someone saying, 'Let's make 
a movie about Bethany but not talk about sur�ng.'" Author of 10 books, she has made more 
than 23 television appearances and shares her faith wherever she goes.

Second Chance Co�ee Company operates under the premise that we can "love our neighbor as 
ourselves," whoever that neighbor might be.  In their case, "neighbor" includes former 
convicts.  Their company works with post-prison support organizations to employ 
ex-o�enders and to provide counseling, mentoring, life skills training, and a supportive 
community.

R. G. LeTourneau dropped out of school in the sixth grade, but eventually became the leading 
earth moving machinery manufacturer in the world.  After numerous setbacks in the earth 
moving business, he focused attention on manufacturing the machines he had invented.  He 
built plants on four continents, was awarded more than 300 patents, and made major 
contributions to his industry that continue to this day.  In 1938, despite the Great Depression, 
his company made $1.4 million.  He and his wife, both committed believers, made a 90/10 
commitment to Christ: they would give him 90 percent and live o� the remaining 10 percent.  
His foundation continues to use these resources to advance God's Kingdom around the world.
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"I Am Second" started as a conviction in the heart of Norm Miller, Chairman of Interstate 
Batteries.  He was looking for ways to "lift up Christ" in Dallas, Texas, where he lives.  In 
collaboration with e3 Partners, the campaign was born.  This initiative shares the faith stories 
of celebrities and ordinary people, utilizing billboards and other media.  Campaigns are 
currently occurring in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area, Central Florida, Tri-State/Evansville, and 
Kansas City.  Partnerships have been formed in Romania, Russia, Nepal, the U.K., and Switzer-
land.

If God can use their lives, can't he use yours?

Conclusion

As you consider the moral direction of our culture, it's easy to become discouraged, wondering 
if your life can make a di�erence.  But it's always too soon to give up on God.

Let's close by remembering one of the most famous culture-changing Christians in history.  
William Wilberforce fought the British slave trade for 10 years without success.  One night, 
tired and frustrated, he was tempted to quit.  He began lea�ng through his Bible.  A small note 
fell out.  It was John Wesley's last letter, written to Wilberforce shortly before the great 
evangelist died.  (Wilberforce had been converted under Wesley's ministry.)

On February 24, 1791, Wesley wrote: "Dear Sir: Unless the divine power has raised you up . . . 
I see not how you can go through your glorious enterprise in opposing [slavery].  Unless God 
has raised you up for this very thing, you will be worn out by the opposition of men and devils.  
But if God be for you, who can be against you?  Are all of them together stronger than God?  O 
be not weary of well doing!  Go on, in the name of God and in the power of his might."  Wilber-
force chose to go on, and the slave trade in England was abolished as a result.

Commit yourself to God's 7:14 imperatives and use your in�uence for spiritual awakening.  
And remember that the will of God never leads where the grace of God cannot sustain.

For what purpose has "the divine power raised you up" today?
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