
Dr. Jim Denison is President of the Center for Informed Faith, Dallas, TX.  For more information, see the websites, 
www.InformedFaith.com, www.GodIssues.org.   Copyright © 2010. 	 	Page	1	
 

Date: 2000-04-09 
Title: His Cross, Our Crown 
Scripture: Philippians 2:5-8 
Topic: Easter 
Series: What Easter Says About Us 
Occasion: Easter 
 
 

His Cross, Our Crown 
Philippians 2:5-8 
Dr. Jim Denison 
 

Bangkok, Thailand boasts the greatest collection of Buddhist temples in  the world.  One of the 
smallest, and most spectacular, is the Temple of the Golden Buddha.  The building is small, about 35 
feet square, but houses an immense statue of Buddha which nearly fills it.  The statue weighs 
approximately 5,000 pounds, and is made of solid gold.  The gold alone is well worth more than 100 
million dollars. 
 This statue was discovered in 1957 when a clay statue had to be moved to make way for a new 
highway.  While moving it, the clay cracked, and a week of rain revealed the secret hidden inside.  
Apparently the golden statue was coated with clay to protect it from Burmese invaders four centuries 
ago, and was hidden all the years since. 

Easter is the day when the clay, human shell worn by Jesus Christ was cracked and broken, and 
the glorified, exalted, risen Lord was revealed to the world.  The Easter season says much about 
God.  But I recently realized that Easter also says much about us—much about how God sees us, 
about the value we possess in his eyes, and should possess in our own. 

That's the direction we'll follow across these three weeks: what does Easter say about us, from 
God's point of view?  We'll study our text each week for the answers we need. 
 
The crown Jesus left 

Philippians 2:6-11 is a hymn, written in Greek poetry.  It is one of the earliest hymns in all of 
Christian history—perhaps the earliest.  Some think Paul wrote it; others think Paul is quoting it 
here.  Either way, our text for this season is probably the first Easter hymn in church history. 

The first stanza of the hymn begins with a staggering, audacious claim about Jesus Christ: that he 
is God himself, but chose to give up his status in glory for us.  Look at the crown he left to come to 
our cross. 

Our text says, “Being in very nature God” (v. 6).  The Greek says, “being in the form of God.”  
But the Greeks had two words for “form.”  One is schema, which means the outer, changing 
appearance of a thing—our hair skin, body shape, weight, and so on.  The other word is morphe, its 
absolute, unchanging essence. 
 Which did Paul choose?  That Jesus’ schema, or changing appearance, looked like God?  No, he 
chose morphe—Jesus was and is God.  In his very essence, God.  Across all time, God. 

John got to see this.  Jesus revealed himself to his beloved disciple, in his heavenly glory, in the 
status he left to come for us at Easter.  Here's what John saw: “Among the lampstands was someone 
‘like a son of man,’ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his 
chest.  His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire.  
His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.  
In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword.  His 
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face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead” 
(Revelations 1:13-17).  So would we. 
 Understand clearly the glory Jesus left for us.  You'll understand why this matters so much, in just 
a moment. 
 
The cross he chose 

Now Jesus begins to descend the staircase from glory to grace, from the throne to the thorns, from 
his crown to our cross. 
 Here’s his first step: he gave up his hold on this throne.  Jesus “did not consider equality with 
God something to be grasped” (v. 6).  He was “in very nature God,” but gave up his grasp on his 
throne.  He let it go, stood up, and all of heaven watched in amazement.  What would he do next? 

This is what he did: he chose to come to earth.  He “made himself nothing” (v. 7).  The Greek 
words make clear that he chose this for himself. His Father did not make him do it.  Nothing in all 
the universe had the power to force him.  He volunteered to come to the earth, for us, of his own free 
will.  He “stripped himself of the insignia of majesty,” as Lightfoot describes it. 

But how would he come?  As a king?  A ruler?  A conqueror?  That's how he’ll come again one 
day.  But not the first time.  His third step: he chose the nature of a servant (v. 7b).  He “took” this, 
voluntarily.  “Nature” is again morphe, the unchanging essence.  He didn't just look like a servant, he 
acted like a servant because he became a servant, for us. 
 This is why he washed his disciples’ feet, and fed the 5,000, and touched the lepers, and forgave 
us from the cross—this is his very nature, chosen for us. 

How would he serve?  Fourth, he entered the human race (v. 7c), “made in human likeness.”  
“Made” means “to become but not remain.”  When Jesus chose to give up his hold on his throne, 
chose to come to the earth, and chose to become a servant, he expressed this servanthood in the 
clothing of humanity. 

This decision led to his fifth step down the staircase from crown to cross: he took the appearance 
of a man (v. 8a).  Now we find that other Greek word, schema.  He clothed himself in the changing, 
external appearance of a man.  He covered his gold with clay, our clay.  He entered our race, walked 
our earth, breathed our air, felt our pain, became one of us. 

And even this step was not low enough.  Sixth, he became obedient to death (v. 8b).  He came 
into our world not just to teach and to heal, but to die. 
 Note that he was “obedient” unto death.  This proves his divinity. Only a divine person can 
choose to die.  We don't have that choice, do we?  We're not obedient to death by choice, but bound 
to death by sin.  But in the Garden of Gethsemane, and standing before the cross, Jesus had a choice, 
and he chose to die. 

Thus his last step: he chose to die on a cross (v. 8c).  Of all the ways a human being can die, this 
is the worst.  Crucifixion was reserved only for slaves, rebels, and the lowest criminals.  As we'll see 
next week, Jesus chose nails, and thorns, and spear, and strangulation, and the worst possible way to 
die. 
 Every step from crown to cross was his choice, for us. 
 
The love he showed 

So, everything about Easter was Jesus’ decision.  He made this choice, before time began.  He is 
the “Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world” (Revelation 13:8).  He knew before he 
made the first minute that one day he would enter time; before he made this world he knew he would 
enter it and die here. 
 And his Father knew this as well: “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son” 
(John 3:16).  This was their decision, before time began. 
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Here's the point: God loves you and me so much that he made us, knowing in advance that our sin 
would cost him the life of his Son.  He knew we would reject him, and that our sin would separate us 
from him.  He knew that only his Son could die in our place, the perfect sacrifice for our sin, and 
purchase our salvation.  He knew that you and I would cost his Son his crown and nail him to our 
cross.  And he made us anyway. 

If I knew that someone would hurt one of my sons, and I could prevent it, I would.  I would never 
allow them in that car if I knew the driver would have a wreck; I would never allow them to be 
friends with someone I knew would harm them; I would never allow them to stay with someone I 
knew would hurt them.  Neither would you. 
 God knew we would sin, and knew that our sin would cost his Son his crown in glory and nail 
him to our cross of shame.  And he made us anyway.  That’s how much God loves you and me.  
That’s what he thinks of us.  That’s what Easter says about us. 

Tragically, most of us don't know we are people of such worth and value.  In a Peanuts cartoon, 
we find Charlie Brown lamenting to Linus about his chronic, lifelong sense of insecurity.  “It goes 
all the way back to the beginning,” he says.  “The moment I was born and stepped on the stage of 
history, they took one look at me and said, ‘Not right for the part.’” 

Don't you feel that way?  Don't you think that if people really knew you as you really are, they 
wouldn’t like you very much?  That you’re not really right for the part you have in life?  I think that.  
Most of us do.  But God doesn’t.  Easter proves it. 

The actor Kirk Douglas was a guest on the Johnny Carson show a number of years ago.  They 
were talking about the experience of being recognized everywhere they went, with people pestering 
them because of their fame. 

Then Douglas told about the time he was driving his car one day and stopped to pick up a 
hitchhiking sailor.  When the sailor opened the door, looked in, and saw Kirk Douglas, his jaw 
dropped and he exclaimed, “Do you know who you are?”  Kirk Douglas said that it was a good 
question, one he’d been thinking about ever since. 
 Easter tells us who we are.  You’re the child of God.  You’re someone God wanted so much to 
make, that he made you knowing you would cost him his Son one day.  If you were the only person 
who ever sinned in all of human history, that Son would have died just for you anyway.  That’s what 
God thinks of you.  And me.  That’s who we are. 
 
Conclusion 

Now, what do we think of ourselves? 
 Right now, realize that God wanted you to exist, and Jesus made you, all the while knowing that 
you would sin and cause Jesus his crown.  Realize that you are loved that much. 
 What have you done for which you're ashamed today?  What failures, what sins, what mistakes?  
What causes you to think you’re not important, that you don’t matter, that your life isn’t significant?  
Jesus died for all of that, just for you. 
 Today, decide that you will see yourself as God sees you.  As a person of infinite worth, not 
because of what you own, do, or look like.  Because God loves you. 

What do you think of others?  Of the people seated around you?  Of your family, friends, 
neighbors, coworkers?  Every person you see right now, and every person you will ever know, is 
someone Jesus chose to make, knowing that he would die for him or her one day.  Every one. 
 Are you at odds with someone right now?  Angry?  Ready to hurt someone?  To get revenge 
against them?  To slander or reject or ignore them?  The next time you are, remember what Jesus 
thinks of them.  And decide he’s right. 

F. M. Lehman wrote these wonderful poetic words about our theme today: 
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The love of God is greater far 
Than tongue or pen can ever tell; 
It goes beyond the highest star, 
And reaches to the lowest hell. 
The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 
God gave His Son to win; 
His erring child He reconciled, 
And rescued from his sin. 

 
But the best words to the song are the fourth stanza, written not by a famous poet but found on the 

walls of a mental asylum.  Before the man who lived there died, he somehow came to know God’s 
love for him.  To realize that Jesus valued him enough that he would give up his crown for that 
man’s cross.  And ours.  And so he wrote: 

 
Could we with ink the ocean fill, 
And were the skies of parchment made; 
Were every stalk on earth a quill, 
And every man a scribe by trade; 
To write the love of God above 
Would drain the ocean dry; 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 
Though stretched from sky to sky. 

 
That's how much God loved that man in that asylum, and you in whatever circumstances imprison 

you today.  That’s what Easter says about you. 
 Do you agree? 
 
 
 
 


