
APPLYING TO 
ZIP CODE WILMINGTON
THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE



THE VIDEO INTERVIEW 
The video interview is our opportunity to get to know you. Tell us about your 
background, why you decided to apply to Zip Code Wilmington, and what  
excites you about software engineering. We’ll also give you an overview of the 
program, and answer any questions that you may have. 

MANDATORY PRE-COURSE WORK
After the video interview, we’ll ask you to complete Codecademy’s  
JavaScript tutorial in full to move forward with your application. This is  
particularly important for coding newbies, but we require all applicants,  
regardless of their skill level, to complete this step. We’ll also provide you with 
additional resources to prepare for the group interview to help supplement your 
learning. You can find the mandatory prepwork here. 

GROUP INTERVIEW, Early June to mid July
Once you complete the Codecademy JavaScript course in full, we’ll invite you to 
a group interview. During the group interview, you’ll be placed with 1 or 2 other  
applicants and work on a group coding problem. The question will be  
intentially challenging and require you to use logic, reasoning and teamwork skills 
along with what you learned from the pre-course tutorials. 

INDIVIDUAL ASSESSMENTS, Early June to mid July
Candidates who join us for our group interview will be given an individual  
assessment. The assessment will consist of programming questions ranging  
in difficulty and designed to be intentionally challenging. Remember that you can 
consult online resources like tutorials and JavaScript documentation during the 
test. 

PROFESSIONAL INTERVIEW, mid to late July 
Candidates who preform well during the group interview and individual  
assessment will be invited to a professional interview with our Director of  
Corporate Partnerships and our Director of Java Education. Dress  
professionally, bring your resume and be prepared to demonstrate your  
logic and problem-solving skills through white-board exercises.
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STEP 0: INITIALIZE YOUR APPLICATION
To get started, visit zipcodewilmington.com/apply to submit a written application. We’ll be accepting  
applications for our September cohort from April to July. We’re looking for well-thought out answers that 
demonstrate a passion for software engineering. If we like what we read and want to move forward with 
your application, you can expect the following steps. Classes for September start on September 5th. 

After the professional interview, you’ll get an admissions decision in early to mid August.  

https://www.codecademy.com/learn/javascript
https://www.codecademy.com/learn/javascript
http://www.zipcodewilmington.com/application-prep-materials/
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/JavaScript
http://zipcodewilmington.com/apply


Tip 1: No coding experience necessary!

You don’t need previous programming experience to apply to Zip Code Wilmington. We’ll provide you with  
materials to help you get started as a beginner and prepare for the assessments ahead. Some 
coding experience does help accelerate your learning and will often help you become a more  
attractive candidate. We encourage you to get started on your own as soon as possible, and see if coding 
might be for you!

Tip 2: The sooner you submit a written application, the better! 

Submitting a written application early allows you more time to prepare for the steps ahead and  
review the pre-course materials. Students who have more time to prepare inbetween steps typically do 
better than those who apply late. If you haven’t already, you can submit a written application today at  
zipcodewilmington.com/apply

Tip 3: Get started on Codecademy right away! 

Failure to complete the Codecademy JavaScript  tutorial knocks out 75% of our applicants. We encourage 
anyone interested in applying to Zip Code Wilmington to get started on this tutorial right away! You can get 
started at any time, including before applying or before your video interview, but you won’t need to have it 
completed in full until after the video interview. 

Tip 4: Practice, practice, practice!

Learning to code isn’t easy. It’s going to take a lot of hard work well before you’re accepted to Zip Code 
Wilmington. Make sure you’re learning as much as you can while you work through the mandatory  
tutorials. Seek to gain understanding, not just completion. After you finish Codecademy’s JavaScript and 
The New Boston JavaScript, attempt some practice problems through Codewars and Coderbyte or take a  
look at additional resources for learning JavaScript. You can find some of those resources at  
zipcodewilmington.com/resources-for-learning-to-code/, but focus on the mandatory pre-course work first. 

TIPS FOR EXCELLING IN THE APPLICATION PROCESS

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to dominique@zipcodewilmington.com at any time. 

http://zipcodewilmington.com/apply
https://www.codecademy.com/learn/javascript
https://www.codecademy.com/learn/javascript
http://www.zipcodewilmington.com/resources-for-learning-to-code/

