


   

2020 was the year of clear vision and bright futures. We began a new decade with incredible dreams of 
how this would be the year that changed the direction of our student ministries. Like the genie in Aladdin 
states, “You must be incredibly specific with what you wish for.” 

This year has provided immense obstacles that will not only change the direction of our student ministries 
but our entire world. A global pandemic wasn’t on anyone’s radar, here are few reasons why it’s ok to 
cancel camp this year.

1. NO BUDGET
When your church put a freeze on spending, big events became much more difficult. Why spend the bud-
get on something parents might not even send their kids to? If we are out of funds to have the event, that 
means no camp…and that is ok.

2. NO P A R T I C I P A N T S
We live in a world where it’s considered dangerous to go to the grocery store without wearing a mask. 
We have parents who barely trust us to look after their students in normal conditions, do we really believe 
they’ll let their students join us now? Lacking participants means no camp…and that is ok.

3. NO V O L UN TE E RS
You know how hard it is to convince people to come to the office to work, now try convincing them to 
volunteer as a leader for camp. As much as we want our student ministry events to succeed, we know it’s 
impossible to do them alone. No volunteers mean no camp…and that is ok.

There are countless reasons that you shouldn’t have camp this year because youth ministry is hard right now.
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Camp is a monumental part of youth ministry. There are few moments people look forward to, love doing, 
and reflect on after as much as summer camp. Because we understand the importance and impact of 
camp, we also wanted to give you three reasons you absolutely should have summer camp this year.

Camp in 2020 doesn’t have to break the bank in terms of your overall cost. It’s a large investment to go 
offsite and out of town to attend camp. Renting out retreat centers or college campuses will bust your 
budget faster than a headbanger’s hair ties at a Skillet concert. (Looking to you Christian rock fans)

Who says camp has to be an out of town experience? What would it look like to host Camp in 2020 
at your local church? We believe you can have an incredible camp experience without having to 
sacrifice your controlled environment or budget! Camp in 2020 could and should be the most afford-
able year of camp ever provided.

phone and make viral content. The reality is that you are learning this skill, and your students are 
thankful you are still trying to reach out to them.

It’s no one’s fault. If we believe in a perfect God with a perfect plan for our lives, then we cannot 
assign blame to any one human. All we can do is look to God for answers and guidance to de-
liver us. Deliver our churches, our students, our families, and our country through this storm.

Stop me if you’ve heard this before, “I’d love to come to camp this year, but I can’t because of 
Band/Football/Cheerleading/Family Vacation/Hamster Racing/etc.” Your students’ schedules have 
never been more accessible than right now. Not only are they free, but they are excited about the 
possibility of gathering and worshipping with friends.

What’s the biggest obstacle you’ll face with sending students to a destination camp? Control. How 
are you going to control the environment, the food, the people? Control becomes a much simpler is-
sue when you start looking at the walls of your own church. You can control who comes in and out, 
what food is served, and what precautions are taken. Your students want to have a standard sum-
mer, and providing camp could provide the energy needed to get them excited about your student 
ministry going forward. Let’s not even mention the power of FOMO (Fear of Missing Out) here. We’ll 
be talking about Camp in 2020 for years to come, and your students won’t want to miss it.



You may be incredibly blessed with your volunteers, but I know many ministers who have often 
uttered the phrase, “Wouldn’t ministry be much easier without all the people?” When we view volun-
teers as a means to an end or something to help with the headcount, it’s no wonder they often feel 
overlooked and unimportant. Camp in 2020 will give a volunteer more impact with significantly less 
effort.

In a time where students are craving interaction and connection, they will be eager to talk with your 
leaders at Camp in 2020. This also allows you to make easy asks for recruitment. “Would you be 
willing to come to be a leader at Camp in 2020? Oh, by the way, you get to go home and sleep in 
your own bed each night instead of a twin size mattress that is as thick as a sheet of paper.” Your 
volunteers have the opportunity to build relationships and connect with students in an impactful 
way that will launch your ministry years ahead in the relational capital gained. For Camp in 2020, 
you aren’t just recruiting volunteers; you are bringing in life-change one relationship at a time. Who 
wouldn’t want to be part of that? 

There are countless reasons you SHOULD have camp this year, even though youth ministry is hard 
right now. Here at YM360, we understand that youth ministers wear many hats, so we do our best 
to provide high-quality resources and life-changing events to help your students connect in a rela-
tionship with Christ. This year we are excited to talk with you about Camp in 2020, and how we can 
help you have the best year of camp in your own city. COVID-19 isn’t stopping us, and we hope you 
won’t let it stop you either.

Visit CAMPIN2020.COM to get your theme
today and begin planning summer camp at your church in 2020!

Youth Leaders wear many hats, so YM360 provides high-quality
resources and life-changing events which allow youth leaders to
lead students in growing a meaningful relationship with Jesus 

3. VOLUNTEERS MEAN
MORE THAN EVER

https://campin2020.com
https://ym360.com

