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Democracy Corps: Running a Student Registration Drive
Purpose:  
Students will use this lesson plan in coordination with YLI’s service learning program, Democracy Corps.  This lesson plans will assist students in planning and implementing a peer-to-peer registration drive in their school or community.  
Objectives:
1. Students will use their knowledge of the democratic process in order to identify reasons why high school students should register to vote.
2. Students will seek partnerships with their local League of Women Voters chapter in an effort to learn how community programs and organizations can assist students in carrying out effective voter registration and affecting change in your community.
3. Students will plan and implement a voter registration drive in their school or community and evaluate the program’s success and importance to the promotion of American democracy.
Key Words:


Citizen


Civic Engagement

Registrar

XXVI Amendment

Materials: 

1. Resource:  Empowering the Voters of Tomorrow: Developing Winning High School Voter Registration Programs (Created by the League of Women Voters.  Visit www.lwv.org for more information.)
2. Teaching Resource, Young People and Voting.
3. Student Resource, The XXVI Amendment: Expanding the Vote to Teens
4. Student Resource, Proposal Rubric
5. Resource, Democracy Corps, Lesson 16: Reflect on the Democratic Process
6. Resource: http://Vote411.org- Election site for the League of Women Voters with non-partisan information about voting for each state.

Procedure:

*Prior to beginning a Voter Registration project it would be helpful to contact your local League of Women Voters (LWV) chapter and ask whether they are available to provide help with your registration program.  Partnering with the League will give you access to dedicated volunteers, speakers and support for your students and the project.  It is also suggested that you visit www.Vote411.org to find out about voter registration requirements for your state.
YLI is currently working with the League of Women Voters (LWV) to help facilitate the process of promoting voter registration at YLI schools!  Visit the LWV website, www.lwv.org- and click on “Find a local League” to find a League in your area.  If you have trouble contacting your local League office, contact YLI by calling toll-free 1.866.514.8389 or by emailing ylihelp@virginia.edu.

1. About a week before beginning the project ask students to conduct a little field research amongst their peers.  Ask them to interview 10-15 fellow students and record their answers to the following questions.

1. Do you think voting in elections is important?

2. Have you been to the polls with a friend or family member? If yes, how many times?

3. Do you plan on voting once you turn eighteen?  Why or why not?

4. What issues do you think matter most to young voters in our community?

5. Do you ever vote for American Idol, Dancing with the Stars or other television programs?  

6. What do you have to do to be able to vote upon becoming eighteen?

7. Where can you go to get the required materials to be able to vote?

After students have collected the data review the results.  Distribute post-its to students.  Place the following on the board:

Is voting important?  


Yes


No

Are you registered to vote?  

Yes


No

Have you ever been to the polls?  
Yes- how often
No

Do you plan on voting?

Yes


No

Do you vote on television programs? Yes


No

Have the students place a post it for each person who responded to the question under the Yes or No column so that you might see how the numbers stack up.  Discuss what the students learned during the interview process and compare it to the information on teaching resource, Young People and Voting.
2. Concentrating on questions 5 and 6 of the survey ask students what they know about preparing to vote.  Read Amendment XXVI of the United States Constitution.  

· Why is the amendment specific to eighteen year olds?

· What reasons might there be for allowing eighteen year olds (changed from 21 years) to vote?

3. Distribute the student resource, The XXVI Amendment: Extending the Vote to Teens and ask students to highlight the reasons for lowering the voting age to eighteen.  Review their answers and ask them:

· If these reasons are valid, why do so few eighteen year olds make it to the polls on election day?

· Is it important for young people to participate?  Why is it important?

· What might we do about that?

4. Using YLI’s Democracy Corps Lesson Plans and the League of Women Voters’ Empowering the Voters of Tomorrow guides have students draft a voter registration drive proposal that can be presented to the administration.  Invite your local LWV chapter to come and share their experiences, resources and ideas for holding a registration campaign.  Partnering with the League will provide good support and guidance for your students.  Use Student Resource, Proposal Rubric for assessing the proposal and its presentation to the administration.
5. Working with the administration, the LWV and your students continue to refine the proposal so that it meets the needs of your school and community.  Chapter One and Two of the Empowering the Voters of Tomorrow are particularly helpful in laying out the process for the most effective high school voter registration drives.  Be sure to pay attention to any legal requirements related to conducting voter registration in your state and acquire the needed number of blank registration forms ahead of  time.  If unable to work with the League on this, touch base (or have your students touch base) with your local elections official.  

6. In planning your drive, think especially about how to incorporate voter registration into your classroom work.  In each class, ask the students to do the following:

Ask all students in the room to stand up.  Tell them they represent all 18-30 year olds in the country.  Next, ask every third row (or roughly 35%) of the students to sit down.  Next, tell those sitting that they represent young people their age who were not registered to vote in 2008.  Next, ask every tenth student to sit down; these students represent those who are registered but chose not to vote.  Finally, ask everyone to look at those left standing; these are the young people making decisions for them every time they choose not to register or vote.  Those sitting down have no voice in the elections that impact their lives, and they’re letting everyone else (their standing colleagues) make the choice for them.
Following this exercise and a discussion about why voting is important, hand out voter registration forms and walk through the form step-by-step as students fill them out.

Note: Some states require either a driver’s license number or social security number in order to complete a voter registration application.  Remind students to bring this information to school with them on the day of the drive.
7. Designate a faculty member or student/faculty team to turn in all completed voter registration forms to the appropriate elections official as soon as possible, or as laid out in your state’s law.  If working with the League of Women Voters, ask them to turn the forms in on your behalf.

8. On the day(s) of your drive keep detailed records.  How many students registered?  When did they register?  Chapter Three of Empowering the Voters of Tomorrow has great tips for quantifying the event, its results and then turning those into documents for the school and public.  YLI has sample press releases on its website that could easily be adapted to let your local media know about the work of your students.  

· The Appendix of Empowering the Voters of Tomorrow is full of great visuals and resources for organizing your drive.  There is also a list of websites that offer support.
9. As the reflective piece of the service learning project have the students complete Lesson Plan 16 of YLI’s Democracy Corps: Reflect on the Democratic Process.  This lesson plan will help students to deliberate on the importance of civic engagement to our government.  
(Some teachers have found it helpful to extend extra credit to students who register to vote or who help to organize and run the voter registration drive.  Consider religious affiliation before making the offer since there are some religious groups who do not vote as a part of their faith.)

Teaching Resource

Young People and Voting
2008 Presidential Election
· Youth (18-29) voter turnout rose to 51 percent in 2008, an increase of two percentage points from the 2004 Presidential election.

· In the 2008 election, 36% of youth without college experience turned out to vote, compared to the 62% with college experience.

· In 2008, on average, 59% of young Americans whose home state offered Election Day Registration voted; nine percentage points higher than those who did not live in EDR states.

Source: 

 The Youth Vote in 2008 

By Emily Hoban Kirby and Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg1 Updated August 17, 2009

Found on May 8, 2012 http://www.civicyouth.org/PopUps/FactSheets/FS_youth_Voting_2008_updated_6.22.pdf
2010 Mid-Term Elections

· An estimated 24% of all eligible young people ages 18-29 voted in the 2010 midterms.

· Younger voters chose Democratic House candidates over Republican House candidates by a margin of 57%-40%. This is by comparison to the national results for all ages that chose Republican House Candidates over Democrat House candidates with a 52%-45% margin.
· By a 60%-40% margin, younger voters approved of Barack Obama’s handling of his job as president.
· Given a choice among four issues that could be the most important facing the United States, younger voters chose the economy (59%), followed by health care (24%), the war in Afghanistan (8%) and illegal immigration (6%). These choices were not much different from those of all voters or any other age group.
· Twenty-seven percent of young voters supported the Tea Party, with 10% “strongly” supporting the movement. In contrast, 40% of all voters and nearly half (47%) of 60+ voters supported the Tea Party. Twenty-seven percent of 60+ voters supported it “strongly.”
· Younger voters were more racially and ethnically diverse than the electorate as a whole. Among younger voters, 66% were white, 14% Black, 15% Hispanic, 3% Asian, and 2% “all others”. In contrast, among voters 30 and older, 80% were white, 10% Black, 7% Hispanic, 1% Asian, and 2% “all other.” Seven percent of younger voters said they were gay, lesbian, or bisexual, compared to 4% of all voters.
· Young voters had a different religious profile than other voters. In the 2010 National House election, they were half as likely to be Protestant and were unusually prominent in the “Other Christian” and “None” categories.

	
	Voted Democrat
	Voted Republican
	Other

	18-29
	57%
	40%
	3%

	All Voters
	45%
	52%
	3%


· Younger voters tended to vote Democrat in the 2010 election by comparison to the rest of the voting population.

Source: 

Young Voters in the 2010 Elections 

By CIRCLE Staff 

November 9, 2010
Found May 8, 2012:  http://www.civicyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/2010-Exit-Poll-Fact-Sheet.-corrected-Nov-10.pdf

Student Resource
The XXVI Amendment: Expanding Voting to Teens

Amendment XXVI to the United States Constitution:

Section 1

The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.

Section 2

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

This amendment altered Article I Section 9 Part 4.

Passed by Congress March 23, 1971.

Ratified July 1, 1971

· Why is the amendment specific to eighteen year olds?

· What reasons might there be for allowing eighteen year olds (changed from 21 years) to vote?
· If these reasons are so valid, why do so few eighteen to twenty four year olds make it to the polls on election day?

· Why is it important that young people participate in elections?

· What might we do about that?
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Student Resource
Proposal Rubric: Proposal for a Formal Presentation
	Criteria
	20 Points
	15 Points
	10 Points
	5 points
	Score

	Target Audience


	Audience left with a great deal of understanding as to why they were targeted for the presentation
	Audience left with a good understanding as to why they need to support the project
	Audience had little understanding of why they were being asked to support the project
	There was little to no justification given to the target audience for supporting the project.
	

	Intro and Closing


	Opening remarks capture audience attention and closing remarks provided a strong summary.
	Student(s) displays clear  introductory and closing remarks.
	Student(s) clearly uses either an introductory or closing remark, but not both.
	Student(s) does not display clear introductory or closing remarks.
	

	Position Statement


	Clearly describes the need for a voter registration campaign throughout the presentation
	Position is clearly stated but could be supported further during the presentation
	Position is stated, but is not supported consistently throughout the work.
	Position on voter registration can not be determined.
	

	Visuals


	Uses effective visuals to reinforce screen text and presentation.
	Visuals relate to text and presentation.
	Visuals do not relate to text or support presentation.
	Did not use visual aids.
	

	Organization


	The presentation is clearly developed.
	Structure exists, but it needs more clarity.
	Some attempt to create structure but it is poorly developed.
	There is no structure to the presentation.
	

	Eye Contact


	Speaker(s) holds the attention of the audience with the use of direct eye contact.
	Speaker(s) makes direct eye contact periodically with the audience.
	Student(s) displays minimal eye contact with the audience.
	No eye contact with the audience.
	

	Voice


	Use of fluid speech and inflection maintains the interest of the audience.
	Satisfactory use of expression, but does not consistently use fluid speech
	Displays some level of inflection throughout the delivery.
	Consistently uses a monotone voice.
	

	Comments


	
	
	
	
	


Resource 
Democracy Corps: Lesson 16

Deliberation: Reflect on the Democratic Process

Purpose:

This deliberation serves as the culminating activity for Democracy Corps. The goal for this final discussion is for students to evaluate our system of government and to explore the value of involvement in the political process. 

Materials:

· Student Guide 1: Reflect on the Democratic Process
· Teacher Rubric: Deliberation Rubric
Central Questions:

· What did you learn about our system of government? 

· Based on your experiences, do you think democracy is an effective form of government? 

· What is a responsible citizen? 

· Are you prepared to be involved in the political process?

Procedure:


1. Warm Up - Distribute Student Guide 1: Reflecting on the Democratic Process. 

Ask students to complete the opening question, answer at least five of the core questions and then respond to the closing question. The guide can be completed at the beginning of class or as homework the night before the deliberation.

2. Deliberate - 

· Ask for a volunteer to begin by expressing his/her ideas on the opening question.

· Follow deliberation guidelines established for Democracy Corps and allow students to freely discuss any of the core questions as well as additional questions they may have.

· Guide students to the closing question when appropriate and request their feedback. 

3. Post-Deliberation - Assess individual and group participation in the seminar discussion. Teachers can choose to give formal feedback with the rubric provided or give informal feedback at the end of the discussion.

Reflecting on the Democratic Process
Step One

Webster’s formal definition for deliberation is “to consult with another or others in a process of reaching a decision.” 

This form of decision-making is at the heart of our democratic process and therefore we will close the Democracy Corps project with a healthy and lively discussion. (Review deliberation guidelines if necessary.) 

Deliberation Questions 

Please answer the opening question, five core questions of your choice and the closing question. 
Opening Question 

·
What new information did you learn about our democratic form of government?
Core Questions

·
What is the most effective part of our democratic government?

·
Can you identify a weakness in our democratic form of government?

·
What would you change about the political process and why?

·
How would you define a responsible citizen? 

·
Would you advise your peers to get involved in government? Why or why not?

·
When would you advise a peer NOT to be involved in government?

·
When is the best time to be involved in government?
Closing Question

·
 What does a democracy demand of its citizens and how do those demands apply to you?

Rubric for Class Deliberation

Student Name____________________________________

	Criteria
	15 Points
	10 Points
	5 Points
	Score

	Student is prepared
	Student has a copy of questions and is prepared with comments.
	Student has a copy of the questions, but is not prepared

with responses.
	Student does not have a copy of the material and is not prepared to participate.


	

	Student is engaged in discussion
	Student listens attentively to his/her peers, responds to their comments, asks

questions and shares original ideas throughout the discussion.
	Student listens most of the time and offers original ideas during the

discussion.
	Student rarely participates in the discussion.
	

	Student respects his/her peers
	Student does not monopolize conversation, interrupt or offer negative remarks about peers’ opinions.
	Student is considerate most of the time, but may monopolize the conversation or interrupt periodically.
	Student is disrespectful of peers and critical of opinions that differ from his/her own.


	

	Student shows mastery of the information
	Student supports his/her ideas from direct experience, references the text when appropriate and makes unique connections between ideas shared by his/her peers.


	Student expresses ideas but does not connect them to experiences, the text or the discussion.
	Student is unfamiliar with the text or discussion questions.
	

	Comments
	
	
	
	Total:





















































