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Chazal tell us about the time when Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai and his son Rabbi Elazar emerged from the 
cave. They saw hunters trying to catch birds. Even before a bird was caught, there was a בת קול that 
declared whether the bird will be caught or not. 
 
Chazal teach us by this that everything that happens is from above, even if there are many natural expla-
nations to why it happened. We must never view things from that perspective but always remember that 
Hashem is the One directing things from above. In other words, it has been defined אין אדם נוקף אצבעו” 

“ למטה עד שיכריזו עליו מלמעלה  Nothing happens to anyone without Hashem declaring so from above. 
 
True we would have loved to go into the new beautiful בית המדרש for שבועות, but the שמחה of entering the 
new spacious dining room excites us and has us all eagerly awaiting our move to the new בית המדרש very 
shortly בעז"ה Our תפילה that תורה will be learned there בהרחבת הדעת with more חשק  than ever. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity thank the administrator of the yeshiva, ר' דוד דהן who puts a lot of 
effort into the הצלחה of the yeshiva in all different aspects. We would like to wish him mazal tov on the 
marriage of his daughter שיזכו לבנות בית נאמן בישראל לשם ולתפארת. 
 
A special Mazal tov to Rav and Rebbitzen Pinck on the birth of their granddaughter from all the Toras 
Simcha family may you be zoiche to loads of Yiddish nachas from her and all your children and grand-
children in good health.   

Letter From the Editor 
Any feedback please send to :  
mstorassimcha@gmail.com 

 Chasunas: 
 

 Yehuda Jacobs, 

 Chananya Broder, 

 Ahron Katz, 

 Yehuda Zev Halpern 
 

Mazal tov on their marriage!!  שיזכו להקים בית נאמן בישראל על אדני התורה והיראה 
 
        Mazal tov to: 

 

 Yehuda Schmidt on the birth of a son. 

 Shmuel Luger on a פדיון הבן. 

 Yitzchak Pinck on the birth of a daughter. 
 
 שיזכו ההורים לגדלם בנקל מתוך הרחבת הדעת לתורה ולחופה ולמעשים טובים 

Mazal Tov Corner 



Chazal teach us: (ולא קיבלו ישראל את התורה אלא כדי שלא יהא מלאך המוות שולט בהן שנאמר אני אמרתי אלוקים אתם ובני עליון כולכם )עז' ה') )תהילים פג. 
 
The purpose of קבלת התורה was that the מלאך המוות should not have control over the Jewish Nation. The גמרא brings this from the 
 you have ”חבלתם מעשיכם“ has no power, but מלאך המוות over whom the ,מלאכים I originally said that you were like .פסוק: 'אני אמרתי אלוקים אתם'
sinned, and therefore “ אכן כאדם תמותון וכאחד השרים תיפולו“  you will now die as any human being. 
 
The above מאמר חז"ל can be explained as follows: When כלל ישראל accepted the תורה, they did so with such a complete acceptance that they 
attained a level in which the יצה"ר was completely uprooted, and thus they reached the highest possible level of דביקות with הקב"ה. Through 
accepting the תורה, they became one with the תורה and with הקב"ה. As חז"ל tell us ישראל  .הקב"ה וישראל ואורייתא חד הוא and the תורה are all one. They 
became eternal, just as הקב"ה  and the תורה are eternal; thus the מלאך המוות had no power over them. Yet, when they sinned with the עגל הזהב, they 
lost this high level and they returned to being under the influence of the מלאך המוות. 
 
According to this, it would seem that during the period between מתן תורה and חטא עגל הזהב, they were not under the influence of the מלאך המוות.  
However, we find in  ('ילקוט שמעוני )תהילים עח as follows: ויפתוהו בפיהם ובלשונם יכזבו לו ולבם לא נכון עמו ולא נאמנו בבריתו שכשהיו ישראל עומדין על הר סיני"   

ביקשו לגנוב דעת העליונה"  . When כלל ישראל stood at הר סיני they tried to deceive הקב"ה and even though they said נעשה ונשמע, they were not fully 
sincere as was proven when they did the חטא העגל. According to this, the sin of חטא העגל did not change their status, rather it proved that they never 
really attained the high מדריגה of becoming free from the יצה"ר and the מאלך המוות to begin with.  
 
From the גמרא in (שבת )קמה: we see that this is not the case. In reality, כלל ישראל did indeed reach this high מדריגה. The גמרא tells us that there is a 
physical difference between כלל ישראל and the Non – Jews. כלל ישראל are free of זוהמא whereas Non – Jews still have זוהמא. The reason for this is 
because when כלל ישראל   accepted the תורה their זוהמא ceased to exist, together with all the other defects that were cured at the time of מתן תורה The 
 thus they wouldn’t have died in any case. Only מתן תורה is the cause of death and this was removed at זוהמא explains that נפש החיים )שער א' פרק ו') 
after they sinned, the  זוהמאreturned somewhat and they began to die. 
 
The same idea can be found in the ,מהרש"א )יבמות דף קג)   and in the ('אור החיים )פרשת כי תשא פרק לב' פסוק יט 
So we see that כלל ישראל did indeed attain this high מדרגה, and even though their acceptance of the תורה was not sincere, they nevertheless attained 
freedom from the מלאך המוות. 
 
According to this, we find in  ('מהו חירות על הלוחות ר' נחמיה אומר חירות ממלאך המוות" תנחומה )כי תשא טז". This would seem to imply that freedom from 
the מלאך המוות would have been attained only through receiving the לוחות, and not through מתן תורה which took place forty days earlier. This cannot 
refer to the freedom from the מלאך המוות  because they did attain this level at מתן תורה. Rather the freedom referred to here is complete freedom 
which would have included the freedom from the יצה"ר which caused them to sin. They would have attained this level had they received the לוחות 
but since the לוחות were smashed, they didn’t attain this מדריגה. They did attain freedom from the מלאך המוות, and this remained with them for forty 
days.  
 
We are now in this special period of the forty days after מתן תורה. 
 
Together we should try to utilize these days to keep the מדריגה that we reached on שבועות and may we all beזוכה  to lots of סייעתא דשמיא, in 
overcoming theיצה"ר  and becoming free from the מלאך המוות. 

 

According to the gemara in mesechtas Taanis, it is prohibited to cut hair and to wash clothes on the week of Tisha B’Av. The gemara in Yevamos 
adds on that from Rosh Chodesh Av, it is necessary to curtail building and masa u’matan which includes the prohibition of having a chasuna. There 
is no mention of any dinim being prohibited from the seventeenth of Tamuz. But, the Rama brings down (in Hilchos Tisha B’av 551( that it is cus-
tomary refrain from making weddings and cutting hair from the seventeenth of Tamuz. The Shulchan Aruch does bring down a minhag to refrain 
from making the bracha of shehecheyanu bein hamitzarim (from 17th of Tamuz to the 9th of Av(. 
I would like to describe some of the halachos about bircas Shehecheyanu. 
 

 The Shulchana Aruch says to refrain from making shehecheyanu on new fruit and new clothes. But, on a pidyon ha’ben, which you have to 
perform, you should be mevoreich shehecheyanu. The Rama adds on that if the new fruit will not be available after the 9 th of Av, then you may 
recite Shehecheyanu during Bein Hametzarim.  

 The MG”A brings a dispute if it is permissible to make a shehecheyanu on Shabbos Bein Hametzarim. The Mishna Brura poskins to be maikel 
that you may be mevoruch on Shabbos being that the Gra argues with the minhag NOT to be mevorach shehecheyanu and holds that it is per-
missible all the time. So, definitely on Shabbos, one may be makel. 

 The Mishna Brura says that not only is it mutar on Shabbos, but also on Rosh Chodesh Av it is permissible to say shehecheyanu. According to 
the Mishna Brura who is maikel on Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh, if there is a new fruit that won’t be available after the 9th of Av, it is preferred 
to eat it on Shabbos and then to be mevoraich Shehecheyanu. 

 There is a discussion among the poskim regarding being mevoraich shehecheyanu the night of יז בתמוז.  The Chida says that the minhag in Eretz 
Yisrael was not to allow to do this on the night of יז בתמוז,  while the Igros Moshe paskined that bish’as tzorech gadol, is allowed to be maikel, 
that lel יז תמוז is not considered bein hametzarim. R’ Moshe says this even to allow to make a wedding or to cut hair on the night of יז תמוז.  R’ 
Shlomo Zalman Aurbach, though, Is machreah like the Chida and definitely in Eretz Yisrael, which has a clear minhag, one should refrain from 
being maikel the night of יז בתמוז. 

 On י באב,  we are noheg, not to wash clothes or cut hair until chatzos. Regarding shehecheyanu, the Chida holds one should refrain from being 
mevoraich shehecheyanu also, but it is brought down that the Kedushas Halevi was mevoraich shehecheyanu even on the night of י' באב.  

 
These last 2 halachos do not apply this year when the 17th of Tamuz is on Shabbos, so even though the taanis starts on the day of the 18th of Tamuz, 
but the dinim of Bein Hameitzarim definitely starts from the night before. Also, this year, the Taanis falls out on י באב and, even according to the 
Chida, we can say Shehecheyanu on the night after the Taanis, which is already the 11th of Av. 

Dvar Torah HARAV bodenheimer  ,  SHLITA

DVAR HALACHA HARAV BROWSKY, SHLITA  


