
YTS UPDATE 

Pesach,  זמן חירותנו , followed by the days of ספירת העומר, a time of קדושה   and so מסוגל   for so much growth. 
Yet for many  פסחis about cleaning, good מצה, etc. many mitzvos, but do we grow and change for the better? Did 
we cash in on the סגולה   of these days? Maybe some of us. For the rest, year after year, while we believe באמונה  
 .of these days, for some reason things don’t change סגולה in what we are taught about the שלימה 
 
Now come חג מתן תורתנו   , we must come up with a plan to cash in or ח"ו once again all we will come away with, is 
tired eyes and cheese cake.  
 
On  ל"ג בעומר I reminded myself of the רמב"ם בהלכות שמיטה ויובל we heard so much about in the yeshiva, and I had a 
thought. The רמב"ם says, every person alive can reach what שבט לוי   reached if he really gives himself over to full 
אשר ביקשו בני  ,means a yokeעול  ,Now"פורק מעל צווארו עול חשבונות הרבים אשר ביקשו בני האדם".  and he isעבודת השם 
  ?means that people seek this. Who seeks to be under a yoke האדם
In  פרשת בחוקותי Hashem promises so much good to  עמלי תורה and concludes "ואשבור מוטות עולכם" I will break your 
yoke. Some question, after all the promises until this point what yoke is left to break? 
Perhaps this could explain. A friend of mine seemed to know the latest sports news. I asked him, “Do you still fol-
low sports?” “No” he said, “but not so long ago I did. 
 
One day my wife said, ‘You never play with the kids, visit our parents etc.’ I answered, ‘I have no time. I’m either 
learning or working from early morning until late. Should I take off from learning?’ My wife said, ‘ ,ח"וbut on 
Sunday your seder ends at 12:00.’ ‘Yes,’ I told her, ‘but I must watch football or I'll go nuts. I need to relax.’ So my 
wife said, ‘Let’s try to skip the games maybe that could be a solution.’ But I insisted, ‘No way, I'll go nuts.’ 
 
In short she plays a trick on him and forces him to forego the game 3 out of 4 weeks. First he was very upset, think-
ing she’s going to drive him nuts. But very soon he realized for the first time that he enjoys spending time with his 
kids and family. He tells me, “I thought football was my escape, now I understand it was just another pressure 
stealing my relaxation, my pleasure and such an important part of my life. 
 
Yes, we have many yokes forced upon us, life has many pressures forced upon us. However, many yokes are by 
choice. So much growth is lost by addictions of choice, by time killers we choose, שיעבודים to too much fun, news, 
sports or other wastes of time. Leaving us with no time to think, grow and live. 
 
In פרשת בחוקותי Hashem says, I broke your עבדות to מצריים both physically and spiritually, now throw off your own 
yokes. If you dedicate yourself to עמלות בתורה I will totally break this yoke as well.  
 
We must think very deeply about life, we must take out time to think what is really important to us, what would we 
love to accomplish? What would we want our kids to see? Which עול   of choice is stopping us? Let us shake it, and 
with Hashem’s help fill our time so much better and feel so much better also, remember once we find time and use 
it properly, HaShem comes in with all the help we need for success. 
 כל המקבל עליו עול תורה וכ"ש עמילות בתורה מעבירין ממנו עול דרך ארץ ועוד ואשבור מוטות עולכם .
 
Yom tov is a time of simcha, things done with simcha stick with us. Let us go into קבלת התורה with some חשבון of 
how we really intend to be מקבל עול התורה , and be zoche to come away from yom tov better fulfilled and happier.  

ט  “א גוט יו  

Dvar Torah haMashgiach, SHLITA  

Any feedback please send to :  
mstorassimcha@gmail.com 



  
The Essence of Shavuos 
 
In the Torah listing of the Moadim in Parshas Emor, we find something unique about two of the Moadim. The words "בעצם היום הזה" are 
mentioned with regard to Shavuos and Yom Kippur. What is similar about these two days that binds them with this choice of words? 
 
There is something very special about these two days that we don't find in any other day of the year. Through both of these days the Jew is 
transformed into a new being. Yom Kippur obviously revolves around purity and atonement, through which we attain a whole different level 
of closeness to Hashem. It is this closeness that allows us entrance into his home – the succah. 
 
Regarding Shavuos as well, we find the above concept in the Gemara, Pesachim 68b. The Gemara mentions that Rav Yosef requested special 
meat for Shavuos. Why for Shavuos over all other holidays? In honor of the day that uplifted him above the average Jew through his toil of 
Torah. Shavuos is the catalyst for the growth of a Yid because the more one toils in Torah, the closer to Hashem he becomes.  
 
For these reasons the Torah writes בעצם היום הזה. These two days are not a matter of the past, commemorating our Jewish history. These days 
are a celebration of the present, through which we uplift ourselves to higher levels of closeness to the Ribono Shel Olam, which is our ulti-
mate purpose in this world. Maseches Yoma, which deals with Yom Kippur, concludes with the famous passage  
 This, of course, refers to Yom Kippur during which Hashem ”אמר ר' עקיבא אשריכם ישראל לפני מי אתם מטהרין ומי מטהר אתכם אביכם שבשמים“
purifies us. Yet hinted in these words we find a reference to Shavuos as well. לפני מי means before the 50th day,  ,50=מיthe 50th day is  
Shavuos. During ימי הספירה we strive to purify ourselves, and on the fiftieth day,  ומי מטהר אתכם, Hashem purifies us. So again, we see a 
resemblance between these two very precious days. 
 
A gut yomtov! 

This year we have the privilege of two consecutive days (or for some of us three consecutive days) of kedusha. We would like to point out cer-
tain Halochos that pertain to Shabbos that is connected to yom tov. 
 

 This year erev Shabbos is considered as erev yom tov. The שולחן ערוך בסימן תס"ח סעיף י writes that one should not let blood on erev yom 
tov, especially erev Shavuos, which is the real issue of drawing blood out of the body. Therefore, you should refrain from taking a blood 
test on erev shavous, unless the doctor says it is a סכנה. 

 

 On Shabbos day, before Musaf, one recites  אב הרחמים even though it is erev shavous. 
 

 We have A Mitzva of eating seuda shlishis on Shabbos. This clashes with the Halacha mentioned in שולחן ערוך סימן תקכ"ט סימן א, that one 
should not eat from the time of Mincha ketana. Therefore, one should eat seuda shlishis before the time of Mincha in order to have an ap-
petite for the yom tov meal. The general Minhag is to break up the morning meal eating fish, benching and taking a break. One later wash-
es again and continues the meal. According to the Zohar and the Ari Z”l, one should daven Mincha before seudah shlishis. If one forgot to 
break up the seuda, it is permitted for him to wash even after mincha ketana, but he should refrain from eating more than a  כביצהof bread. 

 

 One should not do Melacha on Motzai shabbos until it is for sure night. He should first say  ותודיעינוin מעריב. If he forgot, he does not 
repeat Shmonei Esrei, instead he should say after מעריב "ברוך המבדיל בין קודש לקודש"  . or he should wait until he makes havdala. A woman 
who wishes to light candles or to prepare food should say 'ברוך המבדיל בין קודש לקודש'.(When lighting candles, a woman should make sure 
not to melt the bottom of the candle to the candelabra.) 

 

 Kiddush on yom tov that falls out on Motzei Shabbos has a specific Kiddush with Havdala called  (מ"ב תע"ג סעיף קטן י"ג) , יקנה"ז. One does 
not make a “ בורא מיני בשמים”  If one did recite “ בורא מיני בשמים”   it is not considered a Hefsek. 

 

 The Havdala candle can be made by joining two candles together. One must make sure not to melt the wax. It is preferable to use large 
matches for Havdala  

 

 If one ends the Havdala by mistakenly saying  המבדיל בין קודש לחול instead of המבדיל בין קודש לקודש , he should immediately correct himself 
one should repeat the ,שהחיינו of ברכה If he has already started the .תוך כדי דיבור ברכה   of המבדיל   by itself. But if one spoke after reciting 
בורא פרי הגפן   he must repeat Havdala, and ,המבדיל בין קודש לחול but not the ברכה for the Havdala candle. 

 

 If one is required to light a yartzheit candle, one should light a 48 hour yartzheit candle before Shabbos. If he forgot, it is permissible to 
light a yartzheit candle yom tov night in the house. 

 

 If one sleeps during Shabbos day, it is permissible for him to recite ברכת התורה Shavous morning by himself and he does not need another 
person to be motzi him. But one must be careful on Shabbos not to say that he is going to sleep, in order that he should be awake for Sha-
vuos night. 'משנה ברורה סימן ר"צ סעיף ד. 

 
We should all be zoche to a קבלת התורה אמתית, לשמוע ולקיים את דברי תלמוד תורתך באהבה 
 
  

Dvar Torah HARAV SHECHTER,  SHLITA

DVAR HALACHA HARAV KATZ, SHLITA  


