
YTS UPDATE 
Baruch Hashem we started the new zman refreshed and rejuvenated after the very special camp ex-
perience, full of fun activities, spiritual elevation and  דיבוק חברים. A special thanks to Rabbi Ukelson 
for arranging the camp down to the tiniest detail for the benefit of the Talmidim. Also thanks to Rav 
Friedlander for the special and geshmak ruach that he imbues into the camp. And, last but not least, 
we also wish to convey our thanks to Rebbetzin Friedlander for the delicious, special homemade 
food served at camp. Thanks to all the talmidim who gave a hand with all that was needed. 
 
With thanks to Hashem we are finally in the new Bais Hamedresh. A small l'chaim was held in the 
dining room for the talmidim and Ramim followed by a short speech from the Mashgiach shlita, in 
which the Mashgiach discussed how a new Bais Medresh is a place where no bitul Torah, lashon 
hara or any other negative deeds should take place. If a מקום תורה   is established בקדושה   with   שמחה,
and also with  תפילה and  שאיפות, this will cause that the atmosphere of the yeshiva for the future will 
be that of  עליה. Many boys accepted upon themselves,  בלי נדר, to learn the first seder in the beautiful 
and geshmaka Bais Hamedresh with a   תענית דיבור, so that the inauguration will be com-pletely 
kadosh. 
What a wonderful beginning this beautiful מקום תורה   was off to. May Hashem help that it continues 
this way: A place of spiritual elevation,  חשק and שמחה. 
 
We would like to wish the Mashgiach Shlita a big Mazal Tov on the bar mitzvah of his son Elazar 
Menachem  ני"ו. May he grow in Torah and midos tovos and bring much nachas to Hashem and his 
parents. 
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Elul is a time for introspection. It is a time when we pause our dealings with the humdrum rhythm of life to ponder about our purpose of 
existence and the reason Hashem put us in this world. 
 
At the end of the month of Elul we will, iy"h, read Parshas Nitzavim. Towards the end of the parsha the posuk says: )ל', ט"ו( 
 ."ראה נתתי לפניך היום את החיים ואת הטוב ואת המות ואת הרע"
Rashi explains that if you do good deeds you will receive life, and if you do bad deeds you will receive death, chas veshalom. However, 
if we read the pasuk according to Rashi we must understand how it fits in to the order of the pasuk, since  טוב, as the harbinger of חיים
should be mentioned before  חיים. Similarly  - רע should be mentioned before מות. 
 
There is another way to explain the posuk that fits in to the order of the words. The Seforno says that  חיים refers to eternal life in Olam 
Haba, and   טוב refers to Olam Hazeh. I believe that according to the Seforno, the posuk is telling us a timely message. If you want to 
have a good Olam Hazeh, you should choose a life of Olam Haba! If you choose  חיים/ Olam Haba, you will receive  טוב/ Olam Hazeh, but 
if Chas Veshalom a person doesn't think about the next world and all he strives for in this world is to have a good time, then all he is left 
with is eternal death and a very unsatisfying Olam Hazeh.  
 
In the Sixth Perek of Pirkei Avos it says:  

בעולם הזה  ריךכך היא דרכה של תורה פת במלח תאכל ומים במשורה תשתה ועל הארץ תישן וחיי צער תחיה ובתורה אתה עמל ואם אתה עושה כן אשריך וטוב לך אש
 וטוב לך לעולם הבא.
 
There is a glaring contradiction in these words. The Mishna starts off by saying that you should live   חיי צער– a life of suffering, and 
ends by saying  אשריך בעולם הזה you will be happy in this world.  
There is only one way to understand this Mishna and that is – by doing as the Mishna states ,אם אתה עושה כן  –  living ,חיי צער   then you will 
understand that there is no contradiction at all! You can, and should, live a simple lifestyle and you will be the happiest person in the 
world. It can never be explained on paper, this is something that has to be tested and felt. 
 
May we all be zoche to live in this world totally focused on the next world and through that to merit חיים בעולם הבא וטוב בעולם הזה. 
 

 בברכת כתיבה וחתימה טובה

Dvar Torah HARAV SHECHTER, SHLITA  

Engagement: 
 

 Yitzchok Schnerb 

 Mordy Pollak 
 
 שיזכה להקים בית נאמן בישראל על אדני התורה והיראה דורות ישרים מבורכים ולבניין עדי עד.
       
  Mazal tov to: 
 

 Yaakov Ribakow on the birth of a son. 

 
 שיזכו ההורים לגדלו לתורה לחופה ולמעשים טובים ויזכו ההורים להכניסו בבריתו של אברהם אבינו בעתו ובזמנו. 

Mazal Tov Corner 



DVAR HALACHA HARAV KATZ, SHLITA  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

THE MONTH OF ELUL                      
 
1( It is pointed out by Tosafos in Rosh Hashana ה מדברי( “א ד“ע‘ דף ו‘ )תןס   that the names of the Jewish months of the year originated in 
Babylon. Even though the names of the months do not have Jewish sources our Rabbis use these names to reveal that which is hidden. 
"Elul" symbolizes   .The last letters of each of these words is Yud. The four Yuds together equal 40 יל יודוד ילדוד י.אנ 

It was on Rosh Chodesh Elul that Moshe Rabbeinu went up to heaven for 40 days in order to bring down the second Luchos on Yom Kip-
pur. When Moshe Rabbeinu ascended, a Shofar was blown in the camp to make sure that the Bnei Yisrael were aware that Moshe had 
ascended. This was so that there would be no doubt in their minds when the forty days of Moshe's absence began, in order that they would 

not come to worship Avoda Zara again. These 40 days are days when Hashem is close to His nation and the nation is close to Hashem. 
This is the source of our blowing Shofar throughout the month of Elul. We are reminded that during these days when Hashem is close to 

us we should do Teshuva as the posuk says, "If a Shofar is blown in the city, will the nation not fear?"  

2( There are different Minhagim of how many Tekios to blow. The Minhag in most Kehillos is to blow "Tekia, Shvarim, Teruah, Tekia". 
This short version is according to Rabbeinu Tam, who permits blowing a short version on its own. The Oruch differs in opinion, holding 
that one must always blow an entire set of Tekios, which includes not only "Tekia, Shvarim, Teruah, Tekia", but a whole set including 
"Tekia, Shvarim, Tekia", and "Tekia, Truah, Tekia”. This is the minhag of a few Kehillos in Israel. 
 

3  ( If one is davening by himself he is not obligated to blow a Shofar. )ציץ אליעזר חלק יב סימן מ"ח( 
 
4( If a Minyan did not blow during Shacharis they should blow after Mincha. )'אגרות משה חלק ד" סימן כ"א אות ה( 
 
5( According to Kabbala, one should refrain from blowing shofar at night.  
 
6( If one must practice to blow the Shofar and finds no other time but nighttime he may rely on the Magen Avraham, ) )תקפ"א אות י''ד  This 
excludes the evening of Erev Rosh Hashanna, when, according to all opinions one should not blow the Shofar at night.  
 
7( When one writes a letter or an email to his friend during Chodesh Elul he should hint that he is going to ask Rachamim for a blessed 
year for his friend. There are those that write a Nusach ”."תולה ארץ על בלימה ייטיב לך כתיבה וחתימה  
 
8( There is a custom from Rosh Chodesh and on, until Shmini Atzeret )included( to recite morning and evening “ לדוד ה' אורי וישעי ”   The 
reason, according to the Midrash, is that ''אורי"   represents Rosh Hashana,  ”ישעי“ represents Yom Hakippurim and “ סוכו”  represents Succos. 
 
9( Another reason given for the recital of this chapter in Tehillim is because the name of Hashem is written 13 times, corresponding to the 
13 Middos of Rachamim. 
 
10( The seventeenth day of Elul was when the Meraglim died, the reason being that they spoke Lashon Horah about Eretz Yisroel. One 
should be very careful during this month to keep the laws of Lashon Hora, ) )גמרא ערכין ט''ו  One should also be especially נזהר בכבוד חבירו  
during these days.  
 
11( In a year where Rosh Hashana falls out on a Thursday or on Shabbos, Selichos begins on Motzei Shabbos, giving us at least four days 
of Selichos before Rosh Hashana. The two main reasons for reciting Selichos four days before Rosh Hashana are: 1( In Parshat Pinchas 
  when describing the offering of the Korban of Rosh Hashana instead of the word ''ועשיתם'' the possuk states the word )פרק כט' פסוק ב'(
 which is the term used for all other korbanos. This implies that one should make himself like a Korban. A korban needs four "והקרבתם''
days of observation to make sure that it does not have any blemishes. 2( Righteous people fast during Aseres Yamei Teshuva and since 
there are four days which one should not fast )two days of Rosh Hashana, one day Shabbos, and one day Erev Yom Kippur(, we therefore 
have four days of Selichos which are equivalent to fasting.  
 
12( Selichos should be said during the last three hours of the night. Today we recite Selichos during the day. One should be careful when  
reciting those Selichos that mention the word night, not to recite these passages during the day, especially those Selichos of the first night.  
 
13( Selichos should not be recited before Chatzos.  בדיעבד, if one lives in a neighborhood where it is not safe to go out late at night he may 
recite Selichos one hour and forty minutes before Chatzos )אגרות משה, אורח חיים חלק ב' סימן ק''ה(. 
 
14( On Motzei Shabbos one should eat Melava Malka before reciting Selichos )שו''ת הלל אומר סימן רפ''ד(. 
 


