
Dear All-American BRAIN QUEST Challenge Host:

Thank you for requesting the All-American BRAIN QUEST Challenge kit. With over 
36 million copies in print, BRAIN QUEST is America’s #1 educational bestseller. 
Kids play it at school, after school, on the bus, at home, and just about everywhere 
else. And now they can play it officially in your town—and bring their families along 
to watch.

The Challenge Kit includes everything you need to plan, promote, and conduct 
an All-American BRAIN QUEST Challenge in a retail store or library, or a more 
extensive school challenge. 

The kit contains the following materials:
 • All-American BRAIN QUEST Challenge rules
 • Script for the Challenge Emcee
 • List of helpers and what they need to do
 • Suggested materials list
 • Reproducibles, including:

 - Badges for BRAIN QUEST staffers
 - Badges for contestants
 - Questions and Answers
 - Scorecards
 - Challenge certificates
 - Prizes for participants

If you have any questions or need assistance, please call 212.614.7775, or send an 
email to BrainquestPR@Workman.com. Our job is to make sure that you have fun!  
And for more information about BRAIN QUEST, please visit the newly updated 
Brainquest.com.

Best wishes,

Janet Harris
Publisher

W O R K M A N  P U B L I S H I N G

225 Varick Street • New York, NY 10014-4381 • 800.722.7202

workman.com • brainquest.com



Competitor Response
Each contestant should stand when responding to a 
question. The contestant has a maximum of 10 seconds 
in which to give an answer. (This, of course, is where 
your timekeeper comes in.) If the contestant answers 
correctly, he or she will receive 1 point, noted on the 
score sheet by the scorekeeper. 

Incorrect Response
If a question is answered incorrectly or not at all, the 
emcee answers the question before moving on to a new 
question for the next contestant. Each contestant must 
receive a new question. 

Question Selection
These are provided for you. The categories are America 
and Presidents.

Photo Op and Awarding of Prizes
At the end of the last Challenge, when you have a winner 
for each grade level, bring all winners back onstage and 
ask them to stand for a group photo. (Photos can then 
be displayed prominently in your store or library and 
emailed to all the winners.)

All participants will receive an Official BRAIN 
QUEST Challenge Certificate; a reproducible certificate 
is included in this packet.

All participants also receive BRAIN QUEST stickers 
and tattoos, enclosed. You might consider contacting 
local merchants for special prizes for your grade-group 
winners, or providing prizes yourself. 

Duration
A BRAIN QUEST Challenge is an event! Figure on your 
BRAIN QUEST Challenge event taking anywhere from  
1 to 2 hours for the greeting, competition, snacks and 
final photo shoot.

How to Run Your All-American BRAIN QUEST Challenge
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Spelling Bee
This style works best when contestants 
span one or two grades.

Line up contestants on the stage 
or at the front of a classroom. The 
moderator goes one-by-one across 
the line, asking questions of individual 
students. If a contestant answers 
correctly, she gets one point. If a 
question is answered incorrectly or 
not at all, the moderator answers 
the question before moving on to 
the next contestant. The moderator 
goes through the line of contestants 
so each contestant gets a chance to 
answer the same number of questions 
(We recommend five questions or 
rounds). The student with the most 
points is the winner.    

Tiebreaker:  Should you have a tie, 
continue asking questions of the two 
finalists until one misses. Just as in a 
spelling bee, if a contestant misses a 
question, his or her competitor must 
then answer  
the same question correctly to earn  
a point.

Team Challenge
This style works best when the event 
features a large number of students 
from several grades.

Group contestants into teams 
(each team can be as large as five to 
six children, or as small as a pair). 
Make sure that each team has a 
range of ages represented. Each 
team determines the order in which 
members will be asked questions, 
perhaps by contestants’ age or grade. 
When the designated teammate 
answers correctly, his team receives 
three points. If the designated 
teammate answers incorrectly, other 
teammates can offer an answer; if it’s 
correct, the team receives two points. 
If other teammates cannot answer 
correctly, the next team in line has a 
chance to answer, and if they do so 
correctly they receive one point.

The moderator moves through 
teams in enough rounds that each 
student gets to be the “designated 
teammate” at least once. The team 
with the most points at the end wins.

Not Just Your Brain
This style is a great way to move 
the Challenge outdoors, or to hold 
simultaneous contests among one large 
student body (e.g., during a field day or 
school fair).

Set up a course comprised of six 
to eight stations, and have students 
stop at each to answer a question and 
perform a specific physical activity. 
(There will need to be a staffer at 
each stop.) Contestants can be scored 
by speed through the course, or 
numbers of correct answers.

Here are suggestions for physical 
activities to perform before or 
after answering a question: 
 • Hop on one foot for ten seconds 

straight.
 • Simultaneously rub head and pat 

stomach.
 • Buckle a baby doll into a car seat 

or booster seat.
 • Jump rope for five seconds.
 • Throw a ball through a hula hoop 

or car tire.

SUGGESTED COMPETITION STYLES

There are many different ways to run a BRAIN QUEST Challenge, based on audience size, space 
considerations, and allotted time. Here are three ideas for your competition, whether it takes place 
within your school or if you are challenging other schools:
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The Greeters will need:
 • Chairs
 • 1 small table
 • Several pens or black markers
 • 2 rolls of two-sided tape
 • Badges for contestants 

(Reproducible badges are included 
in this packet and also can be 
downloaded from brainquest.com)

The Stage Manager will need:
 • 6 chairs for contestants in stage 

area (see map)
 • Microphone

NOTE: The use of a microphone is 
optional. You may feel your space 
is small enough for contestants 
to be heard without the use of a 
microphone. But if you do choose to use 
a microphone, be sure to get one with a 
detachable cord so the stage manager 
can move from contestant to contestant 
as questions are asked and answered.

The Emcee will need:
 • Lectern or small table
 • Pencils
 • Microphone (see note above)
 • Copies of:

 - Emcee’s script
 - BRAIN QUEST questions and 
answers
 - BRAIN QUEST Challenge rules  
(provided by Workman)

The Judges (2) will need: 
 • 2 chairs (see map)
 • Pencils
 • 2 pads of paper
 • Copies of:

 - Emcee’s script
 - Brian Quest questions and 
answers
 - BRAIN QUEST Challenge rules

The Timekeeper will need:
 • Pencils
 • Stopwatch or watch with a  

second hand
 • Bell or buzzer

The Scorekeeper will need:
 • Pencils
 • Scorecards (provided by Workman)

The Food Server will need:
 • Brain food, such as raisins and nuts, 

carrots and celery, cheese cubes, 
granola bars, and fruit juice.

Materials provided by Workman 
that need to be reproduced:
 • Sign-up sheets
 • BRAIN QUEST questions and 

answers (3 copies)
 • Emcee’s script (3 copies)
 • List of rules (3 copies)
 • Badges for contestants and staffers
 • Scorecards (one set per challenge, 

plus 10 extras in case of 
tiebreakers)

 • BRAIN QUEST Challenge 
certificates

Reproducible material in this  
packet can be downloaded from  
brainquest.com

P.S. In addition, you should consider 
bringing a digital camera or 
smartphone with photo capability.

MATERIALS: What Is Needed for Your  
All-American BRAIN QUEST Challenge

Below is a list of materials needed to make sure your BRAIN QUEST Challenge runs smoothly.
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PERSONNEL: Who You’ll Need and What They’ll Do 
for Your All-American BRAIN QUEST Challenge

Here’s a list of helpers you’ll need on hand to make sure your  
BRAIN QUEST Challenge runs as smoothly as possible

Greeters
The name says it all. The greeter’s job 
is to welcome contestants, help them 
fill out name tags, and direct everyone 
to the space where the Challenge will 
take place. Greeters should be seated 
at a small table at the front of your 
store or challenge space.

The greeters will need: several pens 
or markers, name tags (we provide 
reproducible name tags), a small 
table, chairs.

Emcee
The glamour job! Using the enclosed 
script, the emcee reviews all contest 
rules with the contestants and the 
audience and is responsible for 
reading the questions provided for the 
contest. Plus, he or she gets the best 
job of all: announcing the winners and 
the prizes!

Because this is the most high-
profile of all the crew jobs, you 
should choose someone who is very 
comfortable speaking in front of 
crowds, and has a a good sense of 
humor. You might even ask a local 
TV, radio, or newspaper celebrity to 
handle the emcee chores. Whoever 
gets this job will have a great time!

The emcee will need: pencils, 
script, list of questions and answers 
for the BRAIN QUEST Challenge, 

copy of the Challenge Rules (provided 
by Workman).

Stage Manager
The organizational heart of the crew. 
This may be the best job for you as 
host. The stage manager readies 
the Challenge space, making sure 
chairs are in order, the microphone 
(if you choose to use one) is working 
properly, and the lectern (or table) 
is set correctly. The stage manager 
greets contestants and audience 
members when they arrive in the 
challenge space area, and tells 
everyone where to sit and to stay 
calm. Additionally, the stage manager 
supervises contestants on stage, and 
reminds them not to talk or whisper. 
And if you choose to have contestants 
speak into a microphone, the stage 
manager holds the portable mike 
for each contestants answering the 
question. Plus, the stage manager 
runs the photo shoot following the 
challenge.

Judges
The umpires of the BRAIN QUEST 
Challenge, your judges listen 
carefully to all questions and answers 
throughout the Challenge. It is their 
job to arbitrate and confer if problems 
arise concerning particular questions 

and answers. Fair-minded, decisive, 
and confident, their word is law.

Judges will need: pencils, script, 
list of questions and answers for the 
BRAIN QUEST Challenge, copy of 
the Challenge Rules (provided by 
Workman).

Timekeeper
The key to the whole challenge! 
The timekeeper makes sure each 
challenger answers his or her question 
within the limit, ringing the bell and 
calling out “Time’s Up!” when ten 
seconds are up.

The timekeeper will need: a 
stopwatch or reliable watch with a 
second hand, a supply of pencils, a 
bell or buzzer.

Scorekeeper
You need someone calm and accurate 
for this job! The scorekeeper, of 
course, keeps accurate score on the 
scorecards provided.

The scorekeeper will need: pencils,  
scorecards (provided by Workman).

Food Server
BRAIN QUESTers need brain food! 
The food server will set out the 
BRAIN QUEST feast during the 
challenge, so hungry contestants can 
adjourn directly to the buffet.
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SIGN-UP SHEET!
Here’s your chance to really show your stuff! 

Yes, I want to be an All-American BRAIN QUEST contestant!

(PLEASE PRINT)

Name:

Address:

City:      State:    Zip:

Phone:

Age:      Grade:

School:

C U T  H E R E

ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

If you’re a kid in grades 1 through 7, come and compete in our All-American BRAIN QUEST Challenge!

Date:

Time:

Place:

BRAIN QUEST questions are drawn from the subjects you are learning in school. You’ll only be competing 
with kids your own age, from your own grade. So what are you waiting for? SIGN UP! And remember:
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SCRIPT FOR THE ALL-AMERICAN BRAIN QUEST CHALLENGE EMCEE

You will need three copies of this script: one for the emcee, and one for each of the two judges

(Fill in the appropriate names before you begin.)

Welcome to the All-American BRAIN QUEST 

Challenge! BRAIN QUEST is the popular question-

and-answer game based on what children are learning 

in school. These smart kids from all over the city are 

competing today so we can determine the quickest 

of the quick, the best of the best, the smartest of the 

smart. Let’s give them a hand! (Emcee should begin 

applause.)

I’m ____________________________ , your emcee 

for today. It’s my job to pose all the BRAIN QUEST 

questions and to let contestants know if they’ve 

answered correctly or not. Our judges, who will 

arbitrate in case of confusion regarding questions or 

answers, are ____________________________ and  

____________________________. (Gesture to judges, 

ask them to stand.)

Over here is our official timekeeper, 

____________________________  (Gesture for 

timekeeper to stand.) Each contestant has a maximum 

of 10 seconds in which to answer each question. Our 

scorekeeper, ____________________________ , will 

keep score for us.

(Focus on contestants)

Contestants, here are the rules: the competition for 

each team will consist of five rounds of questions, with 

a different question for each contestant in each round. 

I will ask each of you a question. If you do not hear 

a question clearly, you may ask for it to be repeated 

one time. You will then have ten seconds to give your 

answer. At the end of ten seconds, a bell will sound. 

Any question not answered within 10 seconds will not 

receive a point. It’s better to guess than to give no 

answer at all.

There is no chatting during the challenge, except to 

answer questions, of course. You must answer all 

questions using your brains only—no pens, pencils, or 

paper permitted.

Audience, there are a few rules for you, too. No 

coaching from the audience is permitted . And even 

though this is going to be very exciting, please hold 

your applause until the end of a round.

I have just one question for everyone before we 

officially begin. What’s the BRAIN QUEST motto?

It’s Fun to Be Smart!® 

Let me hear it again! Okay! Louder this time.  

Okay, let’s go!
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A G E : G R A D E :

A G E : G R A D E :A G E : G R A D E :

A G E : G R A D E :A G E : G R A D E :

A G E : G R A D E :A G E : G R A D E :

A G E : G R A D E :A G E : G R A D E :

Badges for Contestants
Your official greeters should help contestants fill out their 

badges when they arrive prior to your BRAIN QUEST 
Challenge. Reproduce or download a copy of this page 

from brainquest.com to obtain badge quantity needed. Use 
two-sided tape to stick the badges to clothing, or print this 

document on label sheets such as Avery 18163 or 5163.
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Badges for Staffers
Fill in the names of your BRAIN QUEST staffers. 
Reproduce or download a copy of this page from 

brainquest.com to obtain badge quantity needed. Use 
two-sided tape to stick the badges to clothing, or print this 

document on label sheets such as Avery 18163 or 5163.

O F F I C I A L  S T A G E  M A N A G E R

O F F I C I A L  E M C E E

O F F I C I A L  J U D G E

O F F I C I A L  J U D G E O F F I C I A L  S C O R E K E E P E R

O F F I C I A L  T I M E K E E P E R

O F F I C I A L  F O O D  S E R V E R

O F F I C I A L  G R E E T E R

O F F I C I A L  G R E E T E R
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SCORECARD

You will be tracking your BRAIN QUEST Challenge by team. Reproduce this sheet enough times for 
each of your team challenges. (Print extra sheets in case of tie-breaker rounds.) Fill in the correct 
team name and the names of all contestants in the spaces below. 

The emcee will ask a contestant 
from each team a question in turn. 
The scorekeeper will mark “1” for 
a correct answer, or “0” for an 
incorrect answer or no answer in 
the appropriate space. When each 
contestant has answered 5 questions, 

the scorekeeper adds up all the 
correct answers for each contestant 
and you have a winner!

In the case of a tie, the emcee 
will  ask questions of the remaining 
contestants in a tie-breaker round 
until someone misses. (Use a new 

scorecard for tie-breaker rounds). 
And just like a spelling bee, if a 
contestant misses a question, the next 
competitor must then answer the 
same question to win.

Fill in contestants’ names and 
grades before you begin.

QUESTION #1___________

QUESTION #2___________

QUESTION #3___________

QUESTION #4___________

QUESTION #5___________

TOTAL # OF CORRECT 

ANSWERS: ____________

CONTESTANT NAME/GRADE:

QUESTION #1___________

QUESTION #2___________

QUESTION #3___________

QUESTION #4___________

QUESTION #5___________

TOTAL # OF CORRECT 

ANSWERS: ____________

CONTESTANT NAME/GRADE:

QUESTION #1___________

QUESTION #2___________

QUESTION #3___________

QUESTION #4___________

QUESTION #5___________

TOTAL # OF CORRECT 

ANSWERS: ____________

CONTESTANT NAME/GRADE:

QUESTION #1___________

QUESTION #2___________

QUESTION #3___________

QUESTION #4___________

QUESTION #5___________

TOTAL # OF CORRECT 

ANSWERS: ____________

CONTESTANT NAME/GRADE:

QUESTION #1___________

QUESTION #2___________

QUESTION #3___________

QUESTION #4___________

QUESTION #5___________

TOTAL # OF CORRECT 

ANSWERS: ____________

CONTESTANT NAME/GRADE:

QUESTION #1___________

QUESTION #2___________

QUESTION #3___________

QUESTION #4___________

QUESTION #5___________

TOTAL # OF CORRECT 

ANSWERS: ____________

CONTESTANT NAME/GRADE:

QUESTION #1___________

QUESTION #2___________

QUESTION #3___________

QUESTION #4___________

QUESTION #5___________

TOTAL # OF CORRECT 

ANSWERS: ____________

CONTESTANT NAME/GRADE:

QUESTION #1___________

QUESTION #2___________

QUESTION #3___________

QUESTION #4___________

QUESTION #5___________

TOTAL # OF CORRECT 

ANSWERS: ____________

CONTESTANT NAME/GRADE:

QUESTION #1___________

QUESTION #2___________

QUESTION #3___________

QUESTION #4___________

QUESTION #5___________

TOTAL # OF CORRECT 

ANSWERS: ____________

CONTESTANT NAME/GRADE:

QUESTION #1___________

QUESTION #2___________

QUESTION #3___________

QUESTION #4___________

QUESTION #5___________

TOTAL # OF CORRECT 

ANSWERS: ____________

CONTESTANT NAME/GRADE:

TEAM______CHALLENGE!

Mark “1” for a Correct Answer, “0” for a Wrong Answer or No Answer.

ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN
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Scorecard for Inter-School Competition
An inter-school competition is 
conducted in a series of three rounds. 
Questions are asked to one team at 
a time, beginning with a question 
directed to fifth graders and ending 
with a question directed to second 

graders. After completion of the first 
three rounds, only the teams tied 
for the highest score may remain 
onstage. Then another three rounds, 
for the finals, are conducted to 
determine the winner. 

Reproduce this sheet, making 
a separate scorecard for each 
numbered round. Fill in the names of 
the appropriate schools in the spaces 
below. 

SET #1 SET #2 SET #3

School #1

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #1

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #1

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #2

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #2

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #1

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #3

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #3

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #3

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #4

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #4

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

School #4

5th grade question
4th grade question
3rd grade question
2nd grade question

Total scores at the end of this round:

School #1: School #3:

School #2: School #4:

ROUND #_______

ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN
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ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

AMERICA QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

QUESTION ANSWER

Where was Neil Armstrong when he said, “that’s one  
small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind?” 

on the Moon (It was Sunday, July 20, 1969,  
and he had just stepped onto the lunar surface.)

Which U.S. President first spoke of a “government  
of the people, by the people, for the people?”

Abraham Lincoln (in his Gettysburg Address of 1863)

From the west coast to east coast, is the United  
States about 3,000 or 30,000 miles wide?

about 3,000 miles wide

It’s flat, round and plastic, and it sails through the air.  
What do we call it?

a Frisbee (named for a pie company whose empty tins  
were tossed about by students at Yale University)

In 1752, during a thunderstom over Philadelphia,  
who flew a kite to prove that lightning is electricity? 

Benjamin Franklin (He had already published a book  
called Experiments and Observations on Electricity.)

The capital of the United States is Washington, D.C.  
What does “D.C.” stand for?

District of Columbia

Salsa, sushi, polka, pie.  
Which one is both a food and a kind of music?

salsa (a spicy sauce and a popular Latin-American music)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

What mountain chain begins in Alaska and extends  
all the way down to New Mexico? 

the Rocky Mountains

What symbol of freedom was a gift from the people  
of France to the people of America?

the Statue of Liberty (Lady Liberty first raised her  
torch in New York City’s harbor in 1886.)

What majestic bird serves as a symbol of the United States? 
the bald eagle (When asked to suggest a national bird, 

Benjamin Franklin proposed the turkey!)

Is the Newbery Medal awarded each year to  
great songs or great books?

great books (The medal is awarded by the  
American Library Association.)

Did “the shot heard round the world” start the  
Civil War or the Revolutionary War?

the Revolutionary War (The first shot was fired in  
the battle of Lexington in Massachusetts.)

In 1955, what brave African American refused to give up  
her seat in the section of a bus reserved for whites?

Rosa Parks (Her protest sparked a nationwide  
movement against segregation.)

What do we call the highest court in America? the Supreme Court of the United States

What mammal wears a coat of armor on its back? 
the armadillo (The hard covering is made of several  

jointed plates, fitted closely together.)
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QUESTION ANSWER

The U.S. Congress is made up of two houses.  
One is the Senate. Can you name the other one?

the House of Representatives

Will you find totem poles in the  
American Northwest or Southwest? 

Northwest (Totem poles serve as family crests for  
many of the region’s Native Americans.)

Minneapolis is one of Minnesota’s “Twin Cities.”  
Can you name the other one?

St. Paul (The cities are located across from each  
other on the Mississippi River.)

Did the Pennsylvania Dutch come to America 
from Holland, Germany or South Africa?

Germany (In this case, “Dutch” came from  
Deutsch, meaning “German.”)

What do we call the first 10  
amendments to the U.S. Constitution?

the Bill of Rights (listing the rights and  
freedoms of American citizens)

Hawaii joined the Union in 1959.  
Did it become the 49th state or the 50th state?

the 50th state (Alaska was the 49th state.)

What country gave us spaghetti, macaroni  
and other favorite pastas?

Italy (It’s said that noodles were first  
brought there from China.)

Does the color red in the American flag  
stand for justice, purity or courage?

courage (Blue is for justice; white is for purity.)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

What European country ruled the  
original 13 American colonies?

England (or Great Britain)

Which President is pictured on the  
American quarter and dollar bill?

George Washington

What American company publishes the  
Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling?

Scholastic (The company published the first  
Harry Potter novel in September 1998.)

Honeybees were brought to America by the  
early colonists. True or False?

true (The puzzled American Indians called  
these insects “the white man’s flies.”)

The most famous home in America is located at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C. Who lives there? 

the President of the United States  
(whose home is the White House)

In 1626, what island did the Dutch acquire from a  
Native American group called the Manahattas?

Manhattan (part of present-day New York City)

Were Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson famous  
American poets, painters or professors? 

poets (of the 19th century)

What state in the U.S. was once a territory  
known as “Seward’s Icebox?”

Alaska (In 1867, Secretary of State William Seward  
bought the land from Russia for about 2 cents an acre.)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

Which city suffered the worst earthquake in  
American history: St. Louis, San Francisco, or Santa Fe? 

San Francisco, California (on April 18, 1906)

What popular snack food was invented by a native 
American chef at Moon’s Lake Lodge in upstate New York? 

potato chips (The chef’s name was George Crum.)

The American Civil War lasted from 1861 to 1865.  
Was it fought mainly in the North or the South? 

the South (Northern cities suffered far 
 less damage from the war.)

Bill Gates and Stephen Wozniak were pioneers in a 20th-century 
industry that changed the world. Can you name it? 

the computer industry (Bill Gates founded Microsoft;  
“Woz” developed the Apple PC with Steve Jobs.)

Can you see a big grizzly bear on the state flag  
of California or West Virginia?

California (The bear is a symbol of determination.)

Was the first modern fire department established in  
Chicago, Cincinnati or Philadelphia?

Cincinnati, Ohio (in 1850)

Which U.S. President was the first to resign  
before the end of his term?

Richard Nixon (He avoided impeachment by  
resigning on August 9, 1974.)

After nursing wounded soldiers in the Civil War, what 
organization did Clara Barton establish? 

the American Red Cross (in 1881)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

The highest known temperature in the U.S. was  
recorded in California. True or false? 

true (A temperature of 134 degrees Fahrenheit  
was recorded in California’s Death Valley in 1913.)

Presidential elections are held every two years. True or false? false (Presidential elections are held every four years.)

A picture of this “uncle” used to appear on recruiting  
posters when America was at war. What’s his name?

Uncle Sam (a symbol of the United States)

Our national government is made up of three branches.  
Can you name all three?

the executive branch, the legislative branch  
and the judicial branch

Who is the main villain in the “Series of Unfortunate Events” 
books by Lemony Snicket?

Count Olaf (The series started in 1999 with A Bad Beginning.)

Did early settlers on the Great Plans use sod  
or logs to build their homes? 

sod (There were few trees, so the settlers built  
homes with “bricks” made of soil and grass.)

Was America named for an explorer  
from Italy, Spain or England? 

Italy (Amerigo Vespucci claimed to be the first to  
set foot on the mainland in the New World.)

Which will you find in Washington, D.C.: the National Mall  
or the Mall of America?

the National Mall (The Mall of America is a huge  
shopping center in Bloomington, Minnesota.)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

In 1902, which President spared the life of a defensless  
bear and ended up giving his name to a children’s toy?

Theodore Roosevelt, popularly known as Teddy  
(The toy was called a “teddy” bear.)

Are Louisiana’s swampy waterways called bogs or bayous?
bayous (The term was first used by the French settlers  

of the lower Mississippi River region.)

An “alleged” crime is a crime that has been proven  
beyond a reasonable doubt. True or false? 

false (An alleged crime is a crime that is yet to be proven.)

Did the Founding Fathers sign the Declaration  
of Independence or the Mayflower Compact? 

the Declration of Independence, in 1776 (Thomas Jefferson 
and Benjamin Franklin were two of the Founding Fathers.)

Who served as President for only one month:  
Martin Van Buren or William Henry Harrison?

William Henry Harrison (He caught pneumonia  
during his inauguration and died 31 days later.)

Which famous American led the civil rights  
march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama?

Martin Luther King, Jr. (in 1965)

Which plants grow wild on the American plains  
and prairies: sunflowers, cattails or cranberries? 

sunflowers (Cattails and cranberries  
grow wild in wet, marshy areas.)

James Spangler’s “suction sweeper” changed the way 
 Americans cleaned their homes. What do we call it today? 

a vacuum cleaner (Spangler’s company eventually  
became Hoover Vacuum Cleaners.)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

What do we call the boundary line that once  
separeated slave states from nonslave states? 

the Mason-Dixon Line (separating Maryland from 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Delaware)

Was America’s first big roller coaster called  
the Cyclone, the Hurricane or the Tornado?

the Cyclone (It was built in 1927 at  
Coney Island in Brooklyn, New York.)

What mighty river carved the Grand Canyon? 
the Colorado River (The Grand Canyon  

is in northwestern Arizona.)

Did the Founding Fathers sign the Declaration of  
Independence or the Mayflower Compact? 

the Declration of Independence, in 1776 (Thomas Jefferson 
and Benjamin Franklin were two of the Founding Fathers.)

Name the superhero who battles Professor  
Poopypants and other villainous characters. 

Captain Underpants (in the book  
series created by Dav Pilkey)

Which is NOT a body of water: the Great Basin  
or the Gulf of Mexico? 

the Great Basin (a large desert region  
centered in the state of Nevada)

What do we call the wooden hammer that  
a judge uses to keep order in court?

a gavel

Was New York City once called  
New Amsterdam or New Netherland? 

New Amsterdam (New Netherland was a Dutch territory, 
including parts of New York, New Jersey and Connecticut.)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

A current of winds blows from west to east across America.  
Is it called the gulf stream or the jet stream? 

the jet stream (Pilots of eastbound jets often  
ride these winds to save time and fuel.)

How old must you be before you can vote for  
the President of the United States? 

18 years old

After 1865, many Northerners went south to make money.  
Were they called carpetbaggers or robber barons? 

Carpetbaggers (“Robber barons” were  
business tycoons such as Cornelius Vanderbilt  

whose only goal was to make money.)

What country gave us tacos, tortillas and tamales? Mexico

The Great Lakes form part of our border  
with Canada. Can you name all five of them? 

Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie and Superior 
(The first letters together spell HOMES.)

In the musical West Side Story, which gang  
sings “America”: the Sharks or the Jets? 

the Sharks (a Puerto Rican gang)

Which American Indian homes were best for  
people on the move: tepees, pueblos or hogans?

teepees (Made by stretching skins over poles, they  
could be moved and put up in a day.)

How many senators does each state send to the U.S. Senate? two (for a total of 100 senators)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

What do we call the vehicles that carried  
pioneer families to the American West? 

covered wagons (also called Conestoga wagons, after 
the Pennsylvania town where they were first built)

It’s 3:30 p.m. in Hollywood, California.  
What time is it in Hartford, Connecticut?

6:30 p.m. (the distance covers four times zones:  
Pacific, Mountain, Central, Eastern)

George Washington and John Adams spoke by  
telephone several times a day. True or False? 

false (The telephone was invented in 1876.  
George Washington died in 1799.)

This boxing champion called himself “The Greatest” and  
became an American hero. What is his Muslim name?

Muhammad Ali (His original name was Cassius Clay.)

Which state was named in honor of a U.S. President?
Washington (A portrait of George Washington  
appears on the flag of this West Coast state.)

Which president survived an assassination attempt:  
Ronald Reagan or James Garfield? 

Ronald Reagan, in 1981 (President Garfield  
died from an assassin’s bullet in 1881.)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

PRESIDENTS QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

QUESTION ANSWER

Who was “Honest Abe”?
Abraham Lincoln (also called “the Rail Splitter” because  

of his frontier way of splitting logs to make fences)

What city has the honor of being home to the White House? Washington, D.C. (the District of Columbia)

Complete this famous quote: “Ask not what your country  
can do for you—ask what you can . . . ”

“ . . . do for your country.”—John F. Kennedy’s  
inaugural address, 1961

Which two presidential birthdays do we honor in  
the month of February? 

Washington’s birthday (February 22) and  
Lincoln’s birthday (February 12)

The Air Force flies the President from place to place.  
What is the President’s airplane called? 

Air Force One (The plane has an office, a shower  
and a dining room big enough for 100 people.)

Both Ronald Reagan and George W. Bush were  
cheerleaders in college. True or False?

true (Reagan played football and cheered at  
basketball games; Bush played basketball and  

cheered at football games.)

Does the White House have a famous  
Rose Bowl or Rose Garden?

Rose Garden (located just outside the Oval Office  
on the west side of the White House)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

What are the two main political parties in the United States? the Democratic party and the Republican party

Who was FDR?
Franklin Delano Roosevelt (President of the  

United States from 1933 to 1945) 

George Washington never lived in the White House. 
True or false? 

true (Washington died in 1799, a year before the  
building was ready for President Adams to move in.)

Was Zachary Taylor killed by a hot desert or a frozen dessert?
a frozen dessert (Taylor ate a spoiled dessert on July 4, 

1850, and died five days later of cholera.)

In 1964, did Lyndon B. Johnson declare a war  
on drugs or a war on poverty? 

a war on poverty

Michelle and Barack Obama met when they were students at 
Harvard Law School. True or false? 

false (They both studied law at Harvard but didn’t  
meet until Barack interned at the Chicago law  

firm where Michelle worked.)

Who was the first President born as a U.S. citizen?  
(Hint: He was our eighth President.)

Martin Van Buren (born December 5, 1782)

America was founded on democratic principles. Did democracy 
originate in ancient Greece or ancient Egypt?

ancient Greece



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

Is a President sworn in on Independence  
Day or Inauguration Day? 

Inauguration Day (It takes place on January 20  
following a presidential election.)

In Theodore Roosevelt’s household, was Emily Spinach  
a pet snake or his daughter Alice’s favorite doll? 

a pet snake (one of many Roosevelt pets)

Was the first American government called the Continental 
Congress or the League of Nations? 

the Continental Congress (Delegates from the colonies 
convened in Philadelphia on September 5, 1774.)

Who was President when the stock market crashed on  
October 29, 1929, and the Great Depression began? 

Herbert Hoover (the 31st President of the United States)

In the 1860s, when 11 Souther states seceded, Abraham  
Lincoln had 11 stars removed from the flag. True or false? 

false (Lincoln considered the 11 states  
to be in temporary rebellion.)

Thomas Jefferson loved music. Did he play the violin,  
the piano or the xylophone?

the violin (In the early years of his marriage, he played  
duets with his wife, who played the harpsichord.)

What do we call the agents who protect the President?
Secret Service agents (The service was originally  

established in 1865 to track down counterfeiters.)

What invention by Alexander Graham Bell got  
everyone talking during the Grant administration? 

the telephone (in 1876)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

Did Amy Carter and her friends try to contact the ghost  
of Abraham Lincoln or Thomas Jefferson? 

Abraham Lincoln (at a White House sleepover)

What do we call the room where the President  
does most of his daily work? 

the Oval Office (located on the first floor at  
the rear of the White House)

Every spring, do children roll tires, hula hoops or  
Easter eggs on the White House lawn?

Easter eggs

Did Theodore Roosevelt once run for President  
as a Bull Moose or a Mugwump? 

a Bull Moose, in 1912 (The short-lived third party  
was also known as the Progressive party.)

Secret Service agents would lay down their lives for  
the people they’re protecting. True or false? 

true (Agents use their bodies as shields if necessary.)

In 1812, was the White House set on fire by  
troops from England, Canada or Mexico? 

England (It happened during the presidency  
of James Madison in the War of 1812.)

Did Laura Bush say she hoped every child would  
learn to cook or learn to read? 

learn to read

Does the President take his oath of office in the  
White House or outside the Capitol Building? 

outside the Capitol Building (about a mile  
from the White House)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

Which President furnished the White House from  
scratch after the British set fire to it in 1814?

James Monroe (Nothing was left of the four  
previous Presidents’ furnishings.)

Who was President when the whole world sent up  
fireworks to usher in the new year of 2000?

Bill Clinton 

Do Secret Service agents wear sunglasses to hide their  
identity or to keep the sun out of their eyes? 

to keep the sun out of their eyes (as they scan  
crowds for potential trouble)

Who put Americans to work constructing buildings  
and bridges during the Great Depression? 

Franklin D. Roosevelt (through the Civilian  
Conservation Corps and other agencies)

Was the EPA created to improve education or the environment? 
the environment (Richard Nixon established the 

Environmental Protection Agency in 1970.)

Andrew Jackson stationed guards at every door to 
the White House. True or false? 

false (There were no guards at all, and anyone  
could just walk into the building.)

During the Great Depression, did Franklin D. Roosevelt speak to 
the American public by radio or over the phone? 

by radio (FDR’s talks were called “Fireside Chats.”)

Just before the Civil War, did Abraham Lincoln tell the  
Southern states that they were enemies or friends?

friends (in his first inaugural address, 1861)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

What former First Lady was elected to the  
U.S. Senate in the year 2000? 

Hillary Rodham Clinton (She won the  
election in New York State.)

Secret Service agents wear a cord behind their ears.  
What is it attached to? 

an earpiece (Agents listen and talk to other  
agents over their own radio channel.)

In 1889, did Benjamin Harrison put the first computer 
of the first Christmas tree in the White House? 

the first Christmas tree (He didn’t trust electricity,  
so he used candles to light the tree.)

Is the American President also called the  
chief executive or the chief justice? 

the chief executive

If you flipped a penny and it landed “heads,”  
whose head would you see?

Abraham Lincoln’s (The penny is the only coin in  
circulation on which the portrait faces to the right.)

Does the Vice President live in the  
White House with the President? 

no (The Vice President and his  
family live in separate quarters.)

What historical document does each President  
swear to preserve, protect and defend?

the U.S. Constitution  

Is the President in charge of the government’s  
executive branch or legislative branch? 

the executive branch 



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

The assassination of a U.S. president led to the 
 invention of air conditioning. True or false? 

true (Scientists invented an air cooler to ease James 
Garfield’s discomfort before he died.)

Was the Watergate scandal named for  
a lake, a dam or a building? 

a building  
(Republicans broke into an office where Democrats kept 

records of their efforts to defeat Richard Nixon.)

Which President was known as “Silent Cal”?
Calvin Coolidge (He once declared, “I’ve noticed that 

nothing I’ve ever not said has hurt me.”)

Who was First Lady when John F. Kennedy was President? 
Jacqueline Kennedy (Later, she became Jacqueline  

Onassis, or simply “Jackie O” in the press.)

Which four American Presidents can you see on  
Mount Rushmore? 

George Washington, Abraham Lincoln,  
Theodore Roosevelt and Thomas Jefferson

Does the President have the power to  
release a criminal from prison? 

yes (It’s called a presidential pardon.)

In 1891, did the Edison Company light up the  
White House or plant grass all around it?

It lit up the White House (with electricity). 

Which female pilot took Eleanor Roosevelt flying  
one night: Sally Ride or Amelia Earhart? 

Amelia Earhart (in a twin-engine plane, on April 20, 1933)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

When is Election Day? 
November (the first Tuesday after the  

first Monday in that month)

Do U.S. Presidents earn a salary or work for free? 
They earn a salary of $400,000 per year. (George 

Washington made $25,000 a year in 1790.)

Did Woodrow Wilson grand U.S. citizenship to the  
people of Puerto Rico or the Philippines?

Puerto Rico (in 1917)

In the 1800s, what did the “abolitionist”  
candidates want to abolish? 

slavery (The Liberty Party ran the first  
antislavery candidate in the election of 1840.)

Who needed crutches to stand when he took his oath of office? 
Franklin D. Roosevelt (In 1921, he had been the  

victim of a polio attack that left his legs paralyzed.)

In conversation, is the President addressed as  
“Mr. President” or “Your Honor?”

Mr. President (This was George Washington’s choice.  
“Your Honor” is reserved for judges.)

Did Ulysses S. Grant establish the National Weather Service 
or the National Park Service?

the National Weather Service (in 1870)

What is a “cold war?” a conflict that stops short of military action 



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

Who was the shortest President? (Hint: His last initial was “M.”)
James Madison (He stood five feet four inches tall  

and was called “the Great Little Madison.”)

Was Washington’s farewell address delivered in  
person or published in a newspaper? 

It was published in a newspaper  
(on September 19, 1796, in Philadelphia). 

Did Thomas Jefferson’s daughter Patsy often take  
over the duties of President or First Lady? 

First Lady (Jefferson’s wife died 19 years before 
 he became President. He never remarried.)

Which future President was called Barry by  
his schoolmates in Honolulu, Hawaii?

Barack Obama

Howard Taft was so upset about leaving office that he had  
to be physically removed by the Marines. True or False?  

false (He told Woodrow Wilson, “I’m glad to be  
going. This is the lonesomest place on earth.”)

The Battle of Lake Erie was the turning point  
in the Civil War. True or false?  

false (The Battle of Alake Erie in the War of 1812  
was won by Admiral Perry, who reported: “We have  

met the enemy and they are ours.”)

Can the U.S. Supreme Court overturn a law that  
was approved by the President? 

yes (The Supreme Court can overtun any law  
that it finds contrary to the U.S. Constitution.)

Did James Polk establish the National Institutes of  
Health or the Smithsonian Institution? 

the Smithsonian Institution, in 1846 (It was named for  
James Smithson, an English scientist who funded it.)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

During the Coolidge administration, every major country  
signed an agreement never to make war. True or false?

true (Coolidge’s secretary of state, Frank B. Kellogg,  
won the Nobel Peace prize for this effort.)

Is the presidential helicopter called Marine One or  
Charlie Chopper? 

Marine One

Is the President’s schedule managed by his chief  
of staff or his secretary of energy? 

his chief of staff

In 2001, did George W. Bush set aside a day in April to  
honor Thomas Jefferson or John F. Kennedy? 

Thomas Jefferson (on April 13, his birthday)

Did Thomas Jefferson negotitate the Louisiana  
Purchase with France, Spain or England? 

France (and its emperor, Napoleon Bonaparte)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

FOR THE CAR QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

QUESTION ANSWER

Did George Washington Carver discover new  
uses for cotton, peanuts, or coal? 

peanuts

Who are NOT native Alaskans: Inuits, Seminoles or Aleuts? Seminoles

What country controlled the Arizona region 
from the 1500s to the 1800s? 

Spain

Are mesas found in the Southwest or the Southeast? the Southwest

In The Wizard of Oz, was Dorothy’s dog  
named Pogo, Toto or Jojo?

Toto

What must Americans do by April 15 every year? file their income taxes

In your hometown newspaper, is an  
editorial based on fact or opinion? 

opinion



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

Which ocean did Lewis and Clark reach on their expedition? the Pacific Ocean 

Who created the Muppets: Walt Disney,  
Steven Spielberg or Jim Henson? 

Jim Henson

Which came first: the Boston Tea Party or the Stamp Act? the Stamp Act

What are the two main political parties in the United States? the Democratic party and the Republican party

Who was the first African American secretary of state:  
Colin Powell or Condoleezza Rice? 

Colin Powell

Which is another word for corn: maize or millet? maize

Whose arrival is announced by playing “Hail to the Chief”? the U.S. President’s 

Is Pennsylvania a Middle Atlantic state or a Southern state?  a Middle Atlantic state



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

Which group receives officer training at West Point:  
army cadets or navy ensigns? 

army cadets

What does the abbreviation “mph” stand for? miles per hour

J. P. Morgan was a financier. Did he have a  
career in banking or politics? 

banking

Which state is nicknamed “the Prairie State”:  
Illinois or Indiana? 

Illinois

If you’re at the corner of Hollywood and Vine,  
what city are you in? 

Los Angeles

Did the Rockefeller family make a fortune in gold, copper or oil? oil

Which are farther west: the Great Lakes or the Great Plains? the Great Plains

Because of its many cultures, is America called  
a “melting pot” or a “panhandle”?

a melting pot



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

Which U.S. President is pictured on the $20 bill? Andrew Jackson

Did the First Continental Congress meet in  
Boston or Philadelphia? 

Philadelphia

Which city lies closer to the San Andreas Fault:  
San Francisco or Santa Fe? 

San Francisco

Which was invented first: the fountain pen or the typewriter? the typewriter (in 1864)

Which religious group has members called Friends:  
the Shakers or the Quakers? 

the Quakers

The Missouri, Ohio and Red Rivers flow into  
the same river. What’s its name? 

the Mississippi 

Is a place where water is stored called  
a reservoir or a reservation? 

a reservoir

Which is NOT an amphibian: frog, snake, toad, salamander? snake (a reptile)



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

Which state grows more citrus fruits than  
any other state in the U.S.?

Florida

Were the settlers who first moved west  
called buccaneers or pioneers? 

pioneers 

If you drive from Louisiana to Utah,  
in what direction do you travel? 

northwest

In 2004, what baseball team won its  
first World Series since 1918?

the Boston Red Sox 

What mountain system includes the  
Grand Canyon and the Grand Tetons?

the Rocky Mountians 

What decides how many representatives  
a state sends to Congress? 

the population of the state 

Does each term of a U.S. Senator last four, six or eight years? six years 

What do we call a change made to our nation’s constitution? an amendment
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QUESTION ANSWER

Is our country a republic or a monarchy? a republic

If the sun is setting directly ahead of you,  
are you facing east or west? 

west

Do raccoons hunt at night or during the day? at night

Did the Pilgrims seek new wealth or religious freedom? religious freedom

Who has been featured on more postage  
stamps than any other American? 

George Washington 

Are the lowlands of Virginia called the Tidewater or the Delta? the Tidewater

To remove the outer covering from an  
ear of corn, do you husk it or shell it? 

husk it



ALL-AMERICANALL-AMERICAN

QUESTION ANSWER

Margaret Mead was an anthropologist.  
Did she study rocks, insects or people? 

people

Which has land all around it: a pond, a bay or a cove? a pond

What is America’s (and the world’s) largest library? the Library of Congress 

What 1917 invention with teeth and a slider  
created a clothing revolution? 

the zipper

What body of water lies between Hawaii and California? the Pacific Ocean 

One of Jack London’s best-known novels  
is titled The Call of the . . . what?

Wild

Was Georgia named for an English king or queen? a King (George II)

The pioneers’ “prairie schooners” could  
travel across water. True or false? 

true (with the wheels removed)
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QUESTION ANSWER

Which might you see on a pond:  
a Canada goose or an Alaskan seal? 

a Canada goose 

Is Donald Trump a famous card player or business tycoon? business tycoon

The American flag has 50 stars. How many stripes does it have? 13 (the number or original colonies)

Which President freed slaves with his  
Emancipation Proclamation? 

Abraham Lincoln 

The Santa Fe Trail began in Independence, Missouri.  
Where did it end? 

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Is U.S. beef graded by numbers or letters? letters

Which Great Lake is the world’s largest body of fresh water? Lake Superior

Would you travel by subway in a rural area or an urban area? an urban area
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QUESTION ANSWER

What’s the largest state in the United States? Alaska

What do we call the swearing-in ceremony of a U.S. President? an inauguration ceremony

What group of 12 decides whether a person  
on trial is guilty or not guilty? 

a jury 

If you’re on your way to “the Big Apple,” are you  
headed for Los Angeles or New York City? 

New York City 

Was Washington, D.C., built on a hill, a swamp or a plain? a swamp

Is a kayak a type of boat, car or bicycle? a boat

Is an alliance of factory workers called a union or a guild? a union
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QUESTION ANSWER

In what mountain range will you find Yosemite National Park? the Sierra Nevada

Which came first: planes, trains or automobiles? trains

In 1889, was Johnstown, Pennsylvania,  
covered by water or a lava flow? 

water

Are California’s famous grapes grown in vineyards or orchards? vineyards 

Name the hiking trail that starts in Maine and ends in Georgia. the Appalachian Trail 
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